SPENCER METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PAUL WEYAND, MINISTER

117 SPENCER AVENUE. CARRICK
PITTSBURGH, PA.

August 20, IS28,
) MY Dear Miss Tarbell:
The publication in the Saturday y Evening POst,

April 28, 1928, Lt which but a week ago I saw=in vaca—tiocn time=
of an aarticle " Presidential Campaigns®= The Black Republicans, 1860 *
brought to my mind something that I have meantt to do for & considerablad
time, either in collaboration with you, or to prcser;“t my mater iall to ;
you for yowm to use, ;

‘The Républioan Party ass & National body was born at Pittshurg, Pa.
February 22, 1I856,It has never received proper racognitibh.
I$ was & nass- and delegated convention made wp of historio and
picturesqueue fighters for Abolition, Anti-Slavery, Free Soil, Antl-&
Slavery Whigs and DEmocrats- as speakers, legislators, pamphleteeers,
eqitors, nagazinists and I do not know what,Very likely no other

political convention ever comprised such &an array of editors- ranging

fron Hzrace Greely of the"T;;ibube' to Jacodb Weva.nd, my father, o
/ a the "ARGUS * -
editor of comnty- seat weekly at Beaver, Pa, in Beaver County

WaS
adjacent to Allegheny C%unty,Between these there, as notable and

striking a lot of clussdeseemte characters &8 ever came together,
They had the crusading spirit and they made history,
But that history was very lightly recorded,IN I900 I dug uwp through

Areiqi setalled aba10D Ausyba|lv ‘¥76T-068T ‘UONB]|0D [IaGEL "N BPI YL 'ZTOZ ‘obew) [enbig

newspaper fTiles and otharwisc some data about the convention and after

considerable oorr.spondcnoo throughout the whole country found that

there were living at least fourteen survivors, I oomunio&tod this M
é Somtor M.A, Hanna and they were invited to and occupied seats yoa thi
j‘:.‘?,); phtfonn at the National f‘onvant ion in J"‘na vhen Pro.iaont j

was renominated ,
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8o far as I was able to learn by a proi.t.y close investigation there is
: r
hut one copy of the PRoceedings of the I856 Prttsburg Cpnvention and
that I saw in the Congressional Library,The bLiographies of a considerabde

‘abew| renbiq

meer of those who were delegates speak of théir attendance upon the
H

N psttsburg canvention, and the importance of it in their minds,

& :

jI have some splendid portraits of some of the fcurteen, and a good many

s letters from those survivors or from others who were the children or

L'Wep

hiographers of those wh were there and had died, 13 fact I had

collected & good deal of stuff from bilographies, collateral references

and memorabilia that has to do with the formaticn of the Party as a
IR

na-tional body which I (;-Agst to you if you desire,

GRS T e B bR B SR L )

You can vitalize and can get; it into print in whatever was place
you think it ought to go,
I have & pretty complete list with w 1)1omph1go of those ﬁin
ttendance which is the only 1list  there is, I compiled 1}.4‘033 the

o ’

hen little-known men who were there are those who afterwards took high »
rank in the nation, I will enclose this iist.

IN personnel,v in spirit, in the potential worth of the young men
fx:ew thédr Tfortunes into the new cause y without exaggeration it was

- the most epoch-uaki

o+ =

3,00 vention surely America has had,

0 4 nther'g comments on the convention enclesed in the pages

- Aeigiy Jue|led eﬁeuoo Ausyba||v ‘#76T-068T ‘U0NI8]|0D ||eqm

clipped from & scrap =bock I think ro.irly express the spirit of tho

- _convention,
I an gqquite sure that none of the fourteen survivors in Im

are now living.I think I noted the death of all, I there l»ru «m
whose names never were known to me. they would be at lmt ﬂr
of age, @nd vhile it is not impossidle, I think it is very mproa

”;thut .ny pu’mn who attended that convention is ulim
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g: I have never had the time nor the ability to make & history of .thig
;%mportant convention, I did & lot Qf work upon it years ago., I have thu
% data and & lot of information on the Convention other than that which
§I am enclosing and if you are intrested I will be glad to go over 1&
: ;g and send it to you,
% I have meant to have & memmisssspmicupyf tablet } put up on th‘
 Scorner of Wood street, now & bank bailding whers La.ray tte 1 was —
g:’l here the Republican Pa-rty as & Na tiona-1 O;ga.nis:fon but I Mn naur‘
oono
é}*—.’\a-rowxd tg that even, I could not spa-re the ti@o..to do the
gwriting,
| % At my suggestion, my father sent tke article entitled
: § "The Wational Rgpublican Party ,
' %‘ Time of its Birth and BirthPluoe”written by him A | :
'_EE_'to the Saturday Rvagxir)g P8st in 1906 but they.did nof un,»it, :
'% since' then I have done nothing with the Convention, : S
‘ f:; Hoping that youw 1ay be interested and thanking you for looking thi..
| Zover, -
| S I anm very sincerely yours,
g Q_g:lﬂu Ida M. Tarbell,
<

New York,
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