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U U M A Y CHAVMAM

April Twentieth
1 9 2 2

Miss Ida M. Tarbell,
132 B, 19th S t . ,
lew York, H.Y. *

My dear Miss Tarbell:- ; '• "

On May 22nd Birmingham rotes on several !
bond issues, one of these being for a f760,000. Central Library,
I am arranging with one of our newspapers for the daily publiea- '
tion of a statement from raritus noted men and women, looal
and national, relatire to the des irabi l i ty of Birmingham having
a library adequately housed, centrally looated and effectively
Operated. ' ./ .' •.'•'•'.".•; V . ; . . V ' • • ' • ) . . - • : [ - - : - : • • • • , • • : r ' ; - :
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Will you write such a letter? y

For twelve years this library has been without
a home. In this short period the library has developed from a y
handful books in a School Super intend ent's off ioe to a library
system of a Central library ( inadequately housed on the top
of the City Hall) and eleven branches. These branches inolude the
Boeker T. Washington branch for negroes, the three High School
branches for school work, and the seven suburbaa branches tm 1
Avondale, Woodlawn, East Lake, West End, *ratt City, Wylam amd
Ensley. A circulation of 600,000 and a registration of 70,000 i s
greater than that of any c i ty south of Louisvil le , met esoeptlmg
Atlanta and lew Orleans. We are proud of what we have dene, but
we rea l i se we have a long way to go,

truly yours,

- 9

kDireoter.
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