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4t would hol) save the Union.” The Preclamation was &

IN THE FOOTSTHPS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

CHAPTER XLI
A Jax Yeapon

“The harpoon was in the nﬁ-tu.' as Lincoln said,
after the Smancipation Preclamation was signed; but, as he added
in the same breath, "We must look out how we -ﬁi’ or uth one
£14p of his tail he will send us all into eternity."

It was . misunderstanding, wilful or ignerant, of vhat
the Proclmuoa pretended to do, that caused the most ‘mm

- "flops”. Lincoln had gone over to the ».uuomm. W the

object of the war, people oried. Officers, soldiers, um,

civilians declared they would not fight a war to free : !m
of thousands of voices thundered this into his ears and m on their

threats in field and election. The political and -mw M

threatening throughout the fall and winter of 1862 grew m m

of better and none of the advantages hoped showed their M - m

Iincoln had made it war against slavery instead of m J :
But Iincoln of course had done nothing of mm ﬂl

Just as he nad written Horace Greeley in August of 1862, " M ,'_

414 "sbout slavery and the colered race, he did because he believed

necessary m measure”. It freed slaves of M-‘
they were slaves and slavery was hateful to him, but )
were property; and to destroy the property of an o L



men held in Springfield, Ill. In this letter he

e e S

® right ressgnised by the Constitutien and by all matiens.
Another feature of his Proclamstion which those ﬂo
insisted it changed the mtnﬂ of the war everlooksd was tm it
did not free any slave outside of insurgent Serritery e u%
was freed in the Border States, none in those counties ct "‘
snd nr.uu which had come back inte the Unien. :
For months now one of Linceln's daily tasks was m
ing what the Emancipation Proclamation did « and did not _“ « why it
did not change the objeoct of the war, md‘th.W”hl
right to issue it. He seems never to have resented ﬂll&l m“t“
n‘u- ,n his time and strength. People must be made to mmm -
that cma only be done by line upon line, mcﬂ upon m of
tnohu\c There is a -trou similarity between his -tum towards
expounding his Proclamation now and that in developing Mi M
against the extenzion of slavery in 1858 « there is the nm o
struggle for clarity =nd simplicity, the same conviction Mﬂ‘ :
could not take too much trouble to be understoed. Obliged to go
over and over his argument, explain and defend, as he '”ql"., M seens
never to have grown stale or perfunctory. Indeed, W 3 _
expression of his reasons for the roclamatien + the one I“h the
greatest clarity and firmness - was framed eight months after
signed 1%, in a letter sent to a mass meeting of nnm’ Lons




" walid. If 4t is not valid, u needs no retraction. u » i

'thmw.umiuuv Mmmt&usm,

~ that 4% was coming, unless

are dissatisfied with me® - meeting their criticiéms smeng them

that of the Proclamatioen.

"You dislike the Emancipation Pnol-n“n. and m
would have it retracted. !u say it is mmmm ! think
differently. I think the Omtuntua invests its m
Chief with the lav of war in time of ware The most that can be
u“»&ﬂ nmho is that slaves are property. Is M*“M

bm‘wmutnn that by the law of war, m,md
m«mm.m.wbommmunmwr uuumm
vhenever taking it helps us or hurts the enemy? mmmm
over, tutrq enemies' property when they cannot use m u‘ m
duuvmumtokup ntn-thm ONEEYs o« o v o o‘

 "But the proclamation as law either is valid w hm

it nﬁut be retracted any m than the dead can be
1ife. Some of you prefer $o believe that its reftracti ul
operate faverably for the unin. iy better after the rew: act

trial %o suppress the Tebellion before the i
the last one hundred days ot wu m“ under an expl}
ey lv these in Ml
for us since the issue of the proslamation as \
mxyu moummmatmntm,
commanders of our wrmies in. aa, “ho have




{mportant successes, believe the emancipation MW and L i
the use of the colored troops constitute the heaviest W‘ M

3 ;j:.i o

to the rebellion and that at §8ays ene of these impertant coe
could net hnvo been uhtw“ when it was but for the l&td‘ M
have never had any affinity vith vhat is called mu -
vith Republican party politics, bt whe hold them purely as mild
opinfonss o o b o ¢ |

"You say you will met fight to free negrees.
them seem willing to fight tu" you; dut no matters
mlmmu. to save the mmn. I 4ssued the
pose i. aid you in saving ﬂa Unun.

you vul. not fight to Wo’"u. :
| mmammmﬁmmpmnm;

~ hew, in spite ct turmeil and mw and public m P

time to interest himself in the "‘m il “ﬁ
sorts of people. His ewn m were erushing; he
forgot them, in listening to m um of others. “

mmmuu 5. an "old lady of genteel
wmmmummmtmum@



in it, others "including members of Congress" m‘, M m ﬂ |
powers had decided ohe must leave. She went straight u ﬂ

for halp, and hers he vas, on this most eventful of days, eaj
her causes .
He espoused everybody's cause, wasting his tht »
e Bdo ofricial fantly privately Shoughs, and by s dnberest snd
oot vill froquently making muddies for thle or that department %0
straighten out. unoom'. exhaustless me m :

devices, natural phenomena, made him listen to people with '
vdiscoveries” and "patents" long after tw had been cm_, ut( ﬂ
the departments. Frequently, in the end he had to drive ﬂu- m
in selfeprotection. There was a "weather man" h MQ SSUraAnce

that he could foretell rain and shine he had ctm attention; bus
the "weathor man" was over persistant and Lincoln ended the weloame
ne had been giving him by writing on his card: e e
"It seems to me l!r Capen knows nothing .

about the weather in mmc He told me m g

ago that it would not rain sgain §511 the 30th of

or first of lay. It is raining now" (’ul'« ,

28th) "and has been for ten hours. OM

more time to h' Capen,” ‘
which waes an unusually orushing endorsement for lt‘

He could bve crmnnc. however, m m

interest in schemes was uwnt- Three men ‘M llt

whioh wiich they warrented to end the war if the

only adopt it, forced their way u one w nﬂ
*¥e have bean here wu gadr



5

Qé Ordnance, and the General of the Avmy, and they give us me sabiss
i faction. Our meney and patience are exhausted, and nm of

= you s final reply to eur application.” Hon

' e, uumutmnmmm mmm
E— munur.ntuommmtmmmmm»m
o s chapter of the Bidle by heart and reoite it:to the famlly elerge
S man.  He 414 very well wntil he came $o $he stery of Chadvesh,

E_ Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace+ He m*t m

oL the names. mmummMWNMMithm

Q day and st11 he couldn't vemember them. A

}?‘: 'xnuﬂ"yoummomam-m.'mm

© told him, "snd if you don't know the names then I'11 punis
~ The next day when he came to recite,the mm
‘asked:
"Who were put into the fiery furnace." , ,
"h,* said the boy, *here come thoss thres infernal bor
I wish the devil had them," e
He was not troubled further by the gemtlemens L
His interest seems now and then to have Mm
deeper than in these cases. Mr" VWelles has much t. w
Dlary of his anneyance that inceln should have given %
of a new gunepowder a written nuwn of m.ﬁ& wﬂ
effestive. °“The President had mo um-w for
W 'ﬂm m&t»lv. '\m vas ne ‘




"he goes on, "has a propensity to engage in matters of this kind
and is liable tob.mo-uwwwmm. Find-
ing the heads of departments epposed to these schemes, the President
often goes behind them as in this instance, “Wﬂtﬁ
tered by his notice, onoourm hAdm,. "

It was contrary to orderly prosedure, no doubt, but the
harrassed President found so much diversion in omam tho/
curious Gnuu brought him and ne doudt in those whe hm them,
and, as we saw above, he was so capable of taking care of himself

when imposed upon that one ought %o bcmmxmtmihom
months he had even these distractiens.

His propensity * to listen to people whatever their
grievances, involved him sometimes qd.aﬂ his will in mm
and personal quarrels in both the oivil and military nt»w.
All the States of the North were riven wo or less by :mu-u.
fights, but in none were they more persistant bitter and nhr
than in lham From the beginning of the war the Unio

iy
?i

of the state were in a continual dispute. By the nﬂu d '“.
matter s were worse than ever md the leaders were mttu lll

visiting Lincoln, heping to enlist his wtw aml inf ce
Rarely do we find him more impatient, more blunt in his sap al

than with these Missouri tmtm "I have stoutly m “ w
umrmm.uumu«-mmamorm-mm I
ssked 10 be “sustained.’ But it was teo much for kim, m u - @




painful to me," he wrote ulw:utnmmh dﬂuwﬂﬂ'
the Army of théotomac at Chancellorsville, so clese did m
dovestail in these days, dispute nt his attention « “It is very

Ppinful to me that you in Missouri cannot or will not settle your

factional quarrel among yourselves. I have been tormented beyend
endurance for months by both sides. Neither side urlthl least
respect to my appeals to your reason. I am now cempelled So take
hold of the case.” |

As tututuummuuutmmdﬁc
State, Gamble, and in the Commander of the Missouri mmm,g
General S. R. Curtis, both of whom he respected and mw%fr whom
he held responsible for the muun in which thay “ﬂ‘ Wm.
he decided %o change the ou—wm officer. He did not Aike to do
it - Mu he considered "homt. eapable, faithful and |
Just m ne considered Gamble "honest and true” but in apit
nis pleas %o them to "confer," “act together,"
been unsble to quell the distirbance “almest as’ \'_
uxngm' he had nuhnit break up the state
Missouri. So he replaced Curtis by Genersal Jehn M.
advice to Sohefield on handling the situstien u\\-
wisdom bm# ‘experience! ;‘ "If beth factions ' ,.
abuse you, you will provably m about right.
wgno.luwllu"bythnoﬂlu‘ o

l'hou pestiferous quarrels bm
trying than the hostilities of his outeand-out




.to ,ﬁp a M‘l with Halleck. Jincoln set out to mpmm

 GenersliBuwrnside. ILincoln was 'net quite satisfied” with
as you could." . o+ « "I have heard in such a way as

into She army, of oriticising their commander and w

um“\h-umwmmm.umﬁhﬂml
them in military undertakings. m.mnw.m

at the M-ntu "I have S0 many fumily comtreversiss, u to
-\M on my hands to voluntarily, or nmulmmu
is, mnwmtw. roummumuu nutnmm.
and well forrmulf « much better than you could muu
engaged in om war with General Halleck. Allew me te m M;
for your sake, for my sake, and for the country's sake, m mﬂ
your whole attention to the better werk." o
. Here was Rosecrans, fussing about rank. mu’w.
nmm wrote him, "I do not appreciate this matter of M
paper as you officers do. m world will net forget tha
the Wc of Stone River, and it will never care a
rank m Grant on paper or he so ranks you."
None of his 1mmsouuwrm in this
!tthﬁluq umn:uohmmmm mm 4
the W « the Pdomac when it became necessary h'f  "

and he told him why, in mm the motutmt 1«?’
counsel of your ambition and thwarted him (Generad

of your recently saying that unmw.um’
diotator:” + « « "I much fear that the spirit you have



confidence from u- will now turn wpon you."
It was not because of these things, he sald, but in spite
of them that he gave Hooker the command. %wmmm
ship for "enly generals m gain successes can setup m,
and he olosed his letter with the fine advice: "Bewars of m..
but wm: muyV leepless vmhnu. go forward and an w Wu-
Taking this letter to Hooker all in all it hmdlﬁ
best, standing easily, I mu. in his greatest dosen - & Ven
great dosen indeed! |
From the time of the appointment « January 26, 1863
Iincoln kept up his fatherly and frank letters to the M They
are full of sound military sense « the kind ll,‘b.lﬁlll.ﬂ
straight thinking that characterized his letters %o lamu. and
in them are found several of his happiest hemely illus '.  don
wlunlu told Hooker who faced Lase, mwmmmm
"I would not take any risk of being uim upon the
river, 1ike an ox jumped half over a fence and liable u»ﬁmw

o R
doge front and rear without a tur chance to gore one " r kiok

the other,” « of this equally vivid plece of military m;
"If the head of Lee's army is atlutmmummMSﬁkt
on the plank road Ntm antuhma and Chancellors |
animal must be very siim somewhere. Could you not by ok hin?®
T4 was natural enough with the President ww

r-mmr tm Hooker om m fallen lau m b




i u
ué instesd of to Halleck, the GeneraleineChief of all the armies;
i and military etiquette and discipline being whst it is 4% was

= inevitable that Halleck showld finally become irritated st what
Iﬁi ~ he felt was a disrespect on 'Mw'. part. His mn-u-n

:‘i eonvinced Hooker that the majoregeneral commanding had wi ads

= his _unﬁ.dohu and he so wrote to the President. What a M of
‘ human relations Lincoln had to put his finger so M‘Mﬂrﬂ
the real difficulty: « :
‘"1 believe Halleok is dissatisfied with you to this
extent only,"” he wrote Hooker, "that he knows tmﬁ you int'o and
telegraph { report' he calls it) to me. I think he is m to
find fault with this; but I do mot think he withhelds wmt
from you on acsount of it. If you and he would use tha m m.‘
ness to one angther and to me, that I use to both of m, M
would be no difficulty. I need and must nave the ’nﬂlﬂhﬂ
skill of both and yet these suspicions tend to deprive n w.m
« « « » A1 T ask is that you will be in such mood that n »
into our action the best cordial judgment of yourself nd & ’, ra
Halleck, with my poor mite added, if indeed he and you dnk
it entitled to any consideration at all.” '
Fatlure was following Hooker as it had . al
‘Burmside. 1In May Same e defeat at Chancellersville « sarly
in M Lee's escape from his puuton on the Rappahm
unmmmzvnta. mma him, mm




iz

‘disastrous months since the issuing of the Proclamation he had felt ‘

so Xeenly that he was not saving the Unien, possibly was not keeping
enough pepular confidence cni to save it, that he had Mubnt
for same w‘ta which he could th”mnu-hmm |
sympathy seemed to be swinging » to save it when they came into

power. IHe was quite ready to threw his influence for the m torn

of the presidency to any Demoorat who would place himself

M \ku.
head of a coalition union party. x\%—u to him ,
Seymour was elected governor of New Ym that he nuht be the man

H’f-l

and he sent for Thurlow Weed., Weed found the President in a black
moed. "Bverything goes wrong,” he complained. "The rebel armies
hold their own; Grant is nn«rtng around in Mississippi; msu
runqu to keep ahead of Lee; anur has carried New Yl!m hll.

AL m- party carries and holds many of the Northern sm. v. shall

have to give up the fight, for we can never conquer w«.
” of our countrymen, scattered in frent, flank and rmu .. n3

"Governor Seymour oould do mere for owr mm any
other man living," he went on: "If he would come %o thc :f'
could control his partisans uc uvo a new impetus to tb .
Go %o hh Tell htl I do not 'hh to be Fresident »

"n' ” he easily can, plum.“ at the head of . r |
party, 1 will gladly stand aside and help to put mu%mm&ﬁ
Chair. All we want is %o have the Rebellion put 4 .' i i



Veed took the mugo to mw Seymour, who :jf‘__' arent.
agresd; bit, as Veed neid in telling the story, "Seymewr's selds
mderbmmWNMMn' mm
message osme, far from being an appeal to save the ‘ht.ln. Who u
arraignment of the efforts the Republicans mmum

Idncoln tried again, this time sending “ t. mm
whose popularity with his party seems ummmn
his removal from the command of the Army of the Petemas. “Te hh"
ordered ILincoln, "that unmomrmmmwn
mmu.mm-mmmm.umummm
cause, I will gladly step aside and do all I can to seoure his
Sestiin tigmses ! ‘

MeClellan professed to be eager to umnmu
munmn»ont»mmutomtu»u - Demooratic
mass uotm to be held in m. 1863, in Union Square, M}'Mt
munmwmmmuunum mma Leo)
was warm in its assurance that he believed "the war m&_
to save the Union and the Government at whatever cost OR e and
treasure and blood” but apparently he feared saying that at &
coalition meeting might encourage the Republicans. ' |

lvmhsu failed. There was incessant
vietories of note; envy and m between ge
deserting because of the Bmancipation hum:' :
mmwmaot it; Bngland still muu )




prosecution of the wart
Yet, as long as he was rumhhhnvni’lﬂﬂ‘ut
an inch of his policy, he must do the thing ashe saw i% Mmt

%o God to show him his errors. ;6} m. his Mm -u

his faith can be read 1n his proclamatien n‘ltlnc aside m 30,
(1863) as a National Fast Day. al

"And whereas it is the duty of nations as well as of
men to own their dependence upon the overruling power ot W to
confess their sins and trmmutom tn humble sorrew, yet a“h
assured hope that genuine rwtmo will lead to merey u%&m
and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Seriptures
and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose
' God is the Lordr '

"And insomuch as vo knw that by his divine law Mﬁll.
like individuals, are -ubjoctod to punishments and MM ‘.Il
this world, may we not justly fear that the mmw 8
war which now desolates the land may be but a mmz_; lict
upon us for our presumptuous sins, to the needful end #‘J national

reformation as a whole people? Ye have been the _
choicest bounties of Heaven. Ve have been mm. ‘
years, in peace and mopoﬂw. We have grown in |
and power as no other nation has w«mtm‘n”':
Ve have :mnm the gracious hand vhuh preserved
-mtmn and enriched and uf"; engthene
fmagined in the decettfulness of our haarts, &

\



were produced by some superior wisdem and virtue of our ewn. nmu»
cated with unbroken sucoess, ws have besome too solfesufficient teo
feel tho necessity of roao-ung and wumm grace, m m to
pray to the Gad that mAQ uss

"It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the
offended Power, to confess our u%unsl sins and to pray f"
clemency and forgiveness." '

This Pramtton was no perfunctery state dosument. l't '
was born of the man's incecsant meditation in those hard days upen
the meaning behind the struggle. Ged allowed it. Why? mm
pubiished papers ~ this sorap » written in September '62, the month
when he issued the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation,.

his mind had been: « |
*Tre will of God prevaile. In great contests each party

‘claims to “t in accordance ﬂth the will of Gods Both wﬁ, and

one must be, wrong. God cannot be for and against the OUQ dn,

at the same time. In the present civil war it is m‘& __ o :

that God's purpose is semething different from the m lf either : ‘

party; and yet the iman instrumentalities, werking m w '

and wills that it shal) not end yot. By His mere M :
minds of the now contestants he could have um' PR
the Union without a human eontest, yet the contest b S

,,,,,

begun he could give the final victery to either side






