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Roads present challenge to local business

By NIA SHULER
Contributing Writer
shulern@allegheny.edu

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS
The intersection of N. Main Street and North Street remains closed as construction crews continue to work on repaving efforts. 

The recent increase in road 
work within the Meadville 
community, specifically on 
the intersection of N. Main 
Street and North Street, has 
been an ongoing occurrence 
for almost two years through-
out the community. 

According to Kent Turk, 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) 
construction manager, the 
project to undertake road 

See ROADS   page 2

Allegheny ranks top 20 in contributing teachers

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
Contributing Writer
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

This year Allegheny Col-
lege ranked in the top 20 
contributors to the Teach for 
America Program, among 
schools of the same size.  Ac-
cording to Sarah Hernandez, 
a recruitment manager for 
Teach for America who works 
with Allegheny College, Al-
legheny contributed one stu-
dent to the program in 2013.  
This year they have ten.

Susan Slote, English pro-
fessor and advisor to the Pre-
Education Club, talked about 
Teach for America in high re-
gards, emphasizing the goals 
the program pursues. Slote 
made it clear that she never 
encourages her student to 
pursue one path over another, 
but stated that Allegheny stu-
dents just seem to be drawn 
to the program given their 
strong sense of community 
service. 

“Teach for America is a 
logical connection for Allegh-

eny Students,” Slote said.
She also noted that the 

number of participants in 
the program has been going 
up every year for the last ten 
years.          

Jessica Stickel, ’15, explains 
her desire to inspire children 
who live without a role model 
and to show them that some-
one cares and will believe in 
them. 

“I want to make a differ-
ence in as many students’ lives 
as possible,” she said.

The Teach for America 

program has been placing 
young teachers in schools 
with at-risk students since 
1989. Teachers are often re-
cruited directly out of college 
to serve two years in rural and 
urban school districts across 
the country. Many of these 
communities are below the 
poverty line.

Stickel explained that her 
desire to participate arose in 
part due to her experiences 
working in Meadville and the 
education inequality that she 
observed there. 

Stickel is currently in the 
process of applying to the 
program and like many who 
do she is eager to begin a 
teaching a career. 

“I want to teach, and I want 
to teach now,” she said.

The application process, as 
Hernandez noted, is a fairly 
rigorous one.

Hernandez explained that 
the process is broken up into 
three distinctive steps. The 

Teach for America accepts 10 alumni to the 2014 teaching corps

See TEACH   page 2

construction was led by the 
state of Pennsylvania and 
PennDOT. 

“As the project started they 
did a sanitary silver line re-
placement the length of the 
construction corridor and 
then we’re doing a complete 
replacement,” Turk said. “We 
removed all the existing pave-
ment and we’re building a 
completely new pavement 
structure.” 

Turk goes on to promise 
new traffic signals, curbs and 
decorative lighting in addi-
tion to the completed roads. 

When asked when the 
project would finally be fin-
ished, Turk said the con-
struction would continue 
into 2015, hopefully ending 
around July.                   

Currently, the intersec-
tion at N. Main Street and 
North Street is completely 
blocked off in all directions. 
The only way cars are able to 
get between the two streets, is 
by crossing the Country Fair 
parking lot. Road access is not 

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS
New roads, traffic signals, curbs and decorative lights are to be expected in Meadville following the 
completion of the construction, according to Kent Turk, PennDOT construction manager.

PennDOT promises completed 
construction by summer of  2015

I want to teach, 
and I want to 
teach now.

“ “

Jessica 
Stickel
Class of  2015
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first is the initial application 
which includes a series of 
short response questions and 
the submission of a résumé. 
Those who advance to the 
next step receive a phone in-
terview and a chance to elabo-
rate on their responses to the 
questions. The final step is 
an in-person interview and a 
sample lesson to teach.

Once accepted, partici-
pants are assigned to one 
of more than fifty regions 
throughout the United States. 
Hernandez explains that you 
are given a chance to voice 
your preferences but getting 
your first choice is far from a 
guarantee.

Hernandez explained that 
the qualities that are looked 
for by the program are very 
broad. She said that one of the 
overriding concerns is find-
ing prospective teachers who 
want to make a difference in 
the issue of education inequal-
ity. Hernandez explained they 
want teachers who are aware 
of the issues in education and 
are passionate about it. 

The other qualities that 
Hernandez stressed as impor-
tant for prospective teachers 
included individuals who had 
shown leadership. This could 
be in student government or 
working multiple jobs while 
attending school. Candidates 

should also possess a belief in 
a child’s ability to succeed she 
said. 

The challenge of the pro-
gram and the opportunity to 
truly make a difference may 
draw many to the program, 
but there are other incentives 
as well.

Hernandez explained that 
in addition to their wages, 
ranging from $24,000 to 
$51,000 a year according to 
the Teach for America web-
site, teachers also receive 
other benefits and oppor-
tunities. These include spe-
cial loan rates, waived fees 
from graduate schools and, 
through a partnership with 

AmeriCorps, an opportunity 
for educational grants.

The challenge is not some-
thing to be taken lightly,  
though. Hernandez is grateful 
for her opportunity and also 
stressed the hard work that 
went into the job. 

“It’s the best thing I have 
ever done and the hardest 
thing I have ever done,” she 
said.

Hernandez related how 
when she first arrived at her 
assigned school in Ohio that 
none of her students had ever 
received a formal education 
in writing. She also realized 
that many of her students 
were only getting two meals 

a day, the two that the school 
provided. 

“I began to see how com-
plicated the issue was,” said 
Hernandez.  

Coming into the school 
year, only 18 percent of her 
class passed the diagnostic 
test that they would need to 
pass in order to graduate. But 
with Hernandez’s help, just a 
year later, 95 percent made 
the grade.     

Stickel, despite being in 
only the early stages of her ap-
plication to Teach for Amer-
ica, will receive a decision by 
Oct. 30. 

It’s the best 
thing I have ever 
done and the 
hardest thing I 
have ever done. 

“ “

Sarah 
Hernandez
Teach for America 
recruitment 
manager

the only difficulty during this 
construction. Businesses are 
also experiencing the effects 
of continuous road work. 

The work has formed a 
ditch in the middle of the 
intersection that cuts street 
access to the surrounding 
small businesses and estab-
lishments.  Kit Martin, office 
manager at Meadville Chi-
ropractic, located at 808 N. 
Main St., talked about the an-
noyances construction brings 
to a working establishment.

“It’s very inconvenient for 
our patients,” said Martin. 
“People have to reroute, and 
almost daily, it changes and 
it’s been going on forever.” 

Martin goes on to say that 
while thankfully the patients 
are not there long enough to 
reap the negative effects of 
the dust kicked up from the 
machinery, it may very well 
be negatively affecting her 
health. Additionally, the noise 
is reportedly getting worse. 

“It’s that continuous noise 
pollution. We live with con-
stant banging and pounding 
and dust. You leave here with 
a headache, not realizing that 
it’s really affecting you,” said 
Martin.                                                                                                                                         

To provide an example of 
just how long this road work 
has been going on, Max Berk-

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS
Road crews leave the N. Main Street and North Street intersection site at a standstill as they take a break 
from construction. 

stresser, director of market-
ing at Pennsylvania Sandwich 
Company (PSC) and senior 
at Edinboro University, said 
the roads have been the same 
since the business opened in 
2013 on 342 North St. While 
many of the Meadville es-
tablishments in the area are 
inconvenienced by the major 
road work occurring, PSC is 
unable to use the entire front 
of the building that houses 
their shop, forcing them to 
run their business from the 
kitchen. 

“It’s taking away business, 
definitely. Anytime you lose 
your storefront, you’ve got 
problems,” said Mark Brode, 
PSC owner.

Despite losing the store-
front to ongoing construc-
tion, the workers at PSC have 
decided to take a more posi-
tive view of the matter. 

“It’s a pain in the butt...it’s 
taking away accessibility, but 
in the end it’s definitely go-
ing to be worth it because the 
roads are going to be really 
nice,” said Berkstresser.

Berkstresser mentions 
how PSC has made the most 
of the construction work, us-
ing it to the store’s advantage 
through advertisements and 
social media. 

“We’ve done cool things, 

like ‘order two subs and you 
get free delivery,’ because of 
the road out there. We use 
our Facebook a lot more to 
get people’s attention. We in-
troduce new subs, and I guess 
it’s kind of nice because you 
can park out front,” said Berk-
stresser referring to North 
Street, which is parallel to 
PSC and blockaded at the in-
tersection. 

While there appears to 
be mixed feelings concern-
ing the construction, some 
institutions, like the St. John 
Missionary Full Gospel Bap-
tist Church do not consider 
themselves too affected by the 
roadwork. 

“Ultimately it makes it 
harder, but our members are 
faithful and they make a way,” 
said Terri Chimiak, trustee at 
St. John. “Services continue as 
normal. I mean, we may have 
to clean a little more but it’s 
nothing major.”

The intersection of N. 
Main Street and North Street 
is still unearthed and not 
drivable, but progress is ex-
pected to pick up soon. Cur-
rently, the construction has 
extended farther down the 
intersecting streets.

We want [stu-
dents] to un-
derstand that 
they live within 
a neighborhood 
and they will be 
accountable... 
It’s a little com-
mon courtesy

“

“

Eric Young
Meadville City 
chief  of  police

Roads are expected to be 
complete in July 2015, in 
addition to new aesthetic 

features. 

Security signs agreement with Meadville police
College officers gain more responsibility on Allegheny campus
By ARIANNA O’CONNELL
Contributing Writer
oconnella@allegheny.edu

The City of Meadville and 
Allegheny College signed a 
Cooperative Agreement on 
Aug. 1, allotting more author-
ity and responsibility to cam-
pus security. 

Within the first weeks of 
school, students have noticed 
a change in the interaction 
between themselves and the 
combined forces of the Mead-
ville City Police Department 
(MCPD) and Campus Secu-
rity.

Josh Perez, ’17, heard that 
more Meadville police officers 
had been added to the force 
who are expected to bring ex-
tra security to the Meadville, 
including the Allegheny cam-
pus.

“There are more sirens 
than last semester,” said Per-
ez, noticing the upped police 
presence.  

But when it comes to 
knowledge about the rela-
tionship between the college 
students and the residents of 
Meadville, Perez and many 
students were in the dark.

“[Safety and Security] have 
the authority to exercise pow-
ers of a police officer,” read 
the Cooperative Agreement. 
Campus security can inves-
tigate, make arrests and file 
charges for criminal conduct 
on Allegheny’s campus.

Despite these additions 
to the agreement, Safety and 
Security is required to call on 
the MCPD for certain mat-
ters. When conducting an in-
vestigation or apprehending 
suspects in matters of simple 
assault, felony violation, vio-
lations involving drugs and 
drug paraphernalia and sus-
pected hostile persons or hos-
tile acts on campus, Security is 
required to request help from 
Meadville police according to 
the Cooperative Agreement.

Campus Security employs 
four sergeants responsible for 
responding to non-traffic vio-
lations (underage drinking, 
public drunkenness and dis-
orderly conduct), thefts less 
than $2,000 and harassment. 
This has forced more reliance 
on the MCPD, although ac-
cording to Ashleigh Lawton, 
’18, it does make students feel 
safer.

It is understood, therefore, 

that although campus securi-
ty does not have all the means 
of forgoing an investigation 
or manning a major event, the 
new and cordial relationship 
between themselves and the 
MCPD will allow those cases 

to be handled with proper re-
sources and technology.

These resources include 
three new police officers. Ac-
cording to Allegheny College 
Director of Safety and Securi-
ty Jeff Schneider, these young, 
eager police officers want to 
do their job and will be more 
aggressive than the older offi-
cers in upholding the law.

“And while our guys will 
only do it if they have to... 
When they see someone stag-
gering out of a bar, they will 
be arrested,” said Schneider.

Both Chief of Police Eric 
Young and Schneider stressed 
that their goal is not to rid the 
campus of all alcohol but to 
create a safe environment for 
students and the neighbors of 
the college itself. They hope 
to foster positive relations 
among the Meadville com-
munity as a whole.

Because of the fact that the 
college has stood in the cen-
ter of a residential area since 
it was founded, the safety and 
comfort of both students and 
residents has remained es-
sential. Both campus security 
and the MCPD have taken 
steps toward creating a posi-
tive relationship between stu-

dents and residents.
In addition to controlling 

the extent of distribution of 
alcohol on and off campus, 
the college has also taken 
steps toward curbing sexual 
violence.  

The college and the city 
have done extensive work as 
of late to follow the state’s new 
Title IX of 1972, which pro-
tects women from discrimi-
nation in education systems, 
and the Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act 
regulations which ensures 
that police respond to crisis 
calls and advocate for victims.

The college has hired a 
new Title IX coordinator, 
Catherine Pope, who will 
ensure that the college and 
the MCPD respond to cases 
of domestic violence, dating 
violence, stalking and sexual 
violence.

According to Schneider, 
much of these new advance-
ments in sexual assault are in 
response to the Sandusky trial 
at Pennsylvania State, which 
exposed the lack of report-
ing safety violations within 
schools.

The ordinance itself has 
been set forth since 2004, and 

continues to grow in order to 
provide safety to students and 
maintain a peaceful relation-
ship between the college and 
the greater residential com-
munity.

Schneider mentioned that 
his goal is creating safety and 
a living, learning environ-
ment. The Safety and Security 
office hopes to create a rela-
tionship of mutual respect be-
tween students and Security 
officers in order to prepare 
them for the world beyond.

“We want [students] to un-
derstand that they live within 
a neighborhood and they will 
be accountable... It’s a little 
common courtesy,” Young 
said.

Schneider mentioned that 
the campus security officers’ 
are striving for peace of mind 
across all fronts.  

“We want everyone to 
be happy as an end result,” 
Schneider said.

Everyone, including local 
citizens and Allegheny stu-
dents.
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CRIME BLOTTER

Sept. 12, 2014
Baldwin Hall

Student being investigated for underage drinking and being in violation of 
having alcohol in his room. Other students involved are being investigated 

for supplying alcoholic beverages to minors.

Sept. 12, 2014
Baldwin Hall

One student being investigated for underage drinking and two other 
students involved in false IDs.

Sept. 13, 2014
College owned house

One student being investigated for underage drinking.

EVENTS CALENDAR

Open Improvisation Sessions in Dance and Music
Friday, September 19, 4 to 4:30 p.m., Montgomery Performance Space

Sessions take place regularly on Fridays throughout the semester. No experi-
ence is necessary, but bring your own instrument or come to dance.

Culminating Performance in SET’s 24 Hour Theatre Fest
Saturday, September 20, 7 p.m., Arter Little Theatre

A performance will feature all of the new plays that groups of students wrote 
and directed in 24 hours.

Chapel Service
Sunday, September 21, 11 a.m., Ford Chapel

Guest preacher Kazi Joshua will give the sermon “Hands up! Don’t Shoot: From 
Gaza to Ferguson.” Join the Communion service, and stay for lunch to thank 

Kazi for what he has meant to the Allegheny community.

Jeff Smith: “Mr. Smith Goes to Prison: Lessons from the Front Lines of our 
Nation’s Experiment with Mass Incarceration” (Year of Voting Rights Event)

Monday, September 22, 7 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center
Assistant professor of politics and advocacy at the New School for Public 
Engagement, Jeff Smith served in the Missouri Senate from 2006 to 2009, 

representing inner-city St. Louis. His youth-powered grass-roots congressional 
campaign was chronicled in the documentary “Can Mr. Smith Get to Washing-

ton Anymore?”

Carrden Market
Wednesday, Sept. 24, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Campus Center

Purchase organically grown produce from Allegheny’s own Carrden.

Community Contra Dance
Wednesday, September 24, 7:30 to 9 p.m., Montgomery Gym

No partner is needed, and all dances are taught (with extra instruction 30 min-
utes prior to the dance). Live Irish dance music is by TOPPISH. Inside shoes 
only. The Dance and Movement Studies Program presents this student/com-

munity dance collaboration.

Fall Leadership Series: “Making the Connection,” with Jim Fitch
Thursday, September 25, 12:30 p.m., Campus Center 206

Space is limited and lunch will be provided. Sign up by emailing mpeters@al-
legheny.edu.

Single Voice Reading Series: Joanna Luloff and Leslie Anne Mcilroy
Thursday, September 25, 7 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center
Joanna Luloff ’s short story collection “The Beach at Galle Road” was a Barnes 

and Noble Discover Great New Writers selection and was published by Al-
gonquin Books in 2012. Leslie Anne Mcilroy won the 1997 Slipstream Poetry 
Chapbook Prize for “Gravel” and the 2001 Word Press Poetry Prize for “Rare 

Space.”

ASG UPDATES

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks and 
exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335

ASG approved student representatives for all College 
Committees this past Tuesday.

The search for a new provost is underway and ASG will 
be looking to poll student interest in either an external 

or internal search.

The October Energy Challenge is coming up!

All ASG senators have been sworn in.

ASG cabinet meetings have been set for Sundays at 8 
p.m. and are open to the public.

A message regarding new textbook charge policies 
went out in response to student voice and concerns. 

Past policies have been restored.

ASG has not yet received the list of email addresses of 
all current students to begin Direct Representation 

process for the year but this will resume shortly.

Due to underenrollment the ASG budget is under 
strain and all clubs and organizations receiving 

ASG funding will need to be mindful of this when 
requesting money from the General and Surplus fund.
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report the posts and they are 
then taken down immedi-
ately.

    Yik Yak, LLC also asks 
that their 
u s e r s 
don’t clut-
ter the 
feeds with  
“ u s e l e s s 
or offen-
sive yaks.” 
W h i c h , 
from my 
e x p e r i -
ence, hap-
pens quite 
o f t e n . 
When I 
open Yik 
Yak, I see plenty of funny, sar-
castic and creative yaks. This 
aspect is great and enjoyed by 
many students, such as Josh 
Patton, ’18. 

    “I personally find Yik 
Yak hilarious as I can appreci-
ate the scathing and bitter sar-
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Just how wack is the Yik Yak app?

THE SIMPLE THINGS

    This new social network-
ing application for iPhone 
and Android users, released 
on February 20, 2014, is now 
sweeping across campus and 
becoming a part of almost 
every student’s life. Yik Yak 
is designed for users to be 
able to post Twitter-like posts 
anonymously. Users are also 
able to vote on a yak by giv-
ing an upvote or a downvote, 
being able to reply to a yak 
aw well. With the anonymous 
factor, it is no wonder as to 
why this has become very 
popular not only at Allegheny, 
but at many colleges across 
the nation. However, besides 
all of the obvious abilities of 
this app, it does seem to have 
the ability to create negativity. 

    Even though people post 
anonymously, it is quite easy 
to direct some yaks towards 

others knowingly. This would 
be a form of bullying and 
Yik Yak does not condone it, 
which is why they will sus-
pend users if their yaks are 
continuing to be downvoted. 
Also, in their rules they state 
in reference to their users,

    “1. You do not bully or 
specifically target other yak-
kers. 2. You DO NOT bully or 
specifically target other yak-
kers.” 

    Adding much emphasis 
on this rule by capitalizing 
and repeating it for a second 
time. 

    Yik Yak, LLC encourag-
es their yakkers to downvote 
and  flag the yaks that display 
this type of behavior. Regard-
less though, bullying through 
Yik Yak is a possibility.    

    “I’ve heard rumors about 
cyber bullying on Yik Yak this 
past week,” Jonathan Alcan-
tara, ‘18.

 My friends immediately 

LUCAS PROPER
Contributing Writer 
properl@allegheny.edu

Active Minds 
Recommends 
you talk it out 

A common mental health 
myth is that talking about 
something will make the situ-
ation worse or give the person 
ideas. This is not the case, 
talking to a friend in need can 
reassure them that there is 
someone who cares for them 
and may be the first step to 
getting help. Mental health 
problems can affect relation-
ships, academics, and overall 
well-being.  Mental health, 
just like physical health, needs 
to be monitored. It is not ab-
normal to have a problem, 
and mental health problems 
are just as real as a physical 
illness like a cold or a heart 
problem. Like a cold or a 
heart problem, some mental 
illness may be more easily 
managed than others.

According to the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, 
one in four adults, or about 
61.5 million Americans, 
experience mental illness 
each year. Mental illness is 
something that affects many 
people on our campus, and 
chances are you or one of 
your friends has experienced 
mental health problems 
throughout your life. In 2010, 
a nationwide survey of col-
lege students found that thirty 
percent of students felt “so de-
pressed that it was difficult to 
function” at some time in the 
past year (American College 
Health Association). Sixty 
four percent of young adults 
who are no longer in college 
stopped attending because of 
a mental health related rea-
son. There are many resources 
available in the hopes to avoid 
this; however, many students 
who need help with any men-
tal health problems do not re-
ceive it. NAMI states that fifty 
percent of them did not access 
mental health services and 
support systems when they 
needed it. This may because 
of the stigma surrounding 
mental health and counseling, 
or maybe even something as 
simple as not knowing what 
their resources are or where 
they are located. Active Minds 
wants to ensure that our peers 
know how and where to get 
help when they need it

             Here at Allegheny we 
have a great counseling center 
located upstairs in Reis Hall 
304. After entering the build-

ing, go up the stairs on your 
left, then walk to the right 
side of the balcony and the 
office is right there. It is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and a coun-
selor can always be contacted 
by security after hours in case 
of emergency. There are many 
resources available in the of-
fice like pamphlets, books you 
can read or borrow and of 
course someone to listen. The 
counseling center can help 
with issues concerning all as-
pects of life, including school 
life, personal life, home life, 
future life choices, or any-
thing else you could possibly 
need to talk about. They can 
also refer you to a local pro-
fessional. Anything you say to 
the counselors is confidential, 
and you don’t have to have a 
mental illness to go and talk. 
You can also anonymously re-
fer a friend to the counseling 
center and they will reach out 
to them. All of the resources 
the counseling center supplies 
are free! This is important to 
note because many students, 
fifty seven percent nation-
wide, who don’t seek support 
for their mental health prob-
lems do not do so because 
they are afraid they will be 
charged and not be able to af-
ford it (NAMI).

Never be afraid or ashamed 
to get help from a friend, from 
a professor, or from a coun-
selor because taking care of 
yourself is never something 
to be ashamed of. If you are 
interesting in breaking down 
the stigma surrounding men-
tal health or want to learn 
more about it, come to Active 
Minds meetings on Mondays 
at 9 p.m. in CC 206.

casm that is usually posted,” 
said Patton. 

    However, scathing posts 
can become a problem. That 

problem would 
be the fact that 
people be-
come ignorant 
and they don’t 
think about 
the negativity 
surrounding 
their posts. 
From my ex-
periences us-
ing Yik Yak, 
I have seen 
posts about 
getting drunk, 
having sex, 

disgustingly flirting, talking 
about men and women in a 
demeaning light and basically 
using vulgarity as humor. This 
is why those, on the outside 
looking in, can begin to see 
our college in a poor light.

“It makes us seem like 

BY JONATHAN YEE

a huge party school,” Lizzy 
Mann, ’18. 

People in the Meadville 
area who have Yik Yak are 
able to see the posts that our 
college makes. This will not 
leave a good impression at all.

“It would portray our 
school in a negative light,” 
Patton said. 

 On the other hand 
though, there are many things 
here that involve the Mead-
ville community, many things 
keep students on their feet 
with clubs and many things 
where our students are doing 
good for one another. Sure, 
we have parties, but there are 
so many other colleges that 
party too.

“I think it just portrays that 
we’re a normal student body: 
our Yik Yak isn’t unique,” said 
Liliana Carbone, ’18.

Users on Yik Yak have the 
ability to view other popular 
college Yaks, and after view-

ing them, they are not much 
different than our own. If 
Yik Yak portrays anything, it 
should be that the students 
are “ungrateful” because of all 
of the complaining done.  But 
the complaining shouldn’t 
matter that much because it 
is the kind of lazy, teenager-
complaining that happens all 
of the time. 

All in all, Yik Yak is a 
great app. I know what you 
are thinking: how can he say 
that after talking about this 
bad stuff? I think the funny, 
sarcastic, and entertainment-
based side of Yik Yak out-
weighs the demeaning side. 
The point of this article is to 
bring to light that bullying, 
the act of demeaning people 
and falsely portraying Allegh-
eny is possible. 

In the end, I encourage us-
ers to think before yaking. 

    

major forms: emotional 
and physical. Holly-
wood would like you 
to believe that abusive 
relationships are purely 
drunken, burly men in 
wife beaters that smack 
their poor helpless wives 
around. This, however, is 
not the defining model 
of domestic violence, 
because there are far too 
many overlapping types 
of abusive relationships. 	
Emotional abuse, for 
instance, can potentially 
be far more damaging 
than physical abuse. 
One can send you to the 
hospital and may lead to 
more fatal consequenc-
es, but emotional abuse 
can lead to many of the 
same consequences with 
a more long-term effect. 
Survivors of emotional 
abuse tend to suffer 
from depression and 
severe anxiety among 
other psychological is-
sues.

Examples of emotion-
al abuse include: yelling, 
shaming, isolating you 
from friends or family, 
controlling behavior 
(needing to know where 
you are, who you’re 
with, going through 
your possessions), 

extreme possessiveness 
and jealousy. They also 
may seem charming in 
public but turn aggres-
sive in private or blame 
you for their problem.

I cannot stress 
enough that this list is 
not exhaustive. These 
are just the most com-
mon occurrences of 
emotional abuse, and 
are sure-fire ways to tell 
if you or a friend is in an 
abusive relationship.

Examples of physical 
abuse encompass any 
use of physical force that 
damages or endangers a 
partner in a relationship. 
It is crucial to under-
stand that sexual abuse 
is also physical abuse. 
Just because you are in 
a committed relation-
ship with someone does 
not mean that you are 
consenting to sex every 
time. If your partner 
does not respect your 
right to say “no”, then 
you are certainly facing 
a form of physical abuse.  

Determining if some-
one you know is in an 
abusive relationship or 
not is important because 
this could save their life. 
Warning signs include, 
but are not limited to: 

Disclaimer: This 
article may be triggering 
to some. Please be aware 
of this before reading 
further.

Domestic violence 
and abuse do not have 
to follow a strict, specific 
model. It can happen in 
any type of relationship. 
It can happen in hetero 
or homosexual rela-
tionships, both males 
and females can be the 
abuser, and it can also 
affect relationships be-
tween people of varying 
ages, races, ethnicities, 
and socioeconomic sta-
tuses. However, despite 
its widespread pres-
ence, domestic violence 
unfortunately can be 
hard to spot in many 
situations. This is where 
Reprodction Coaltion 
comes in this week, to 
help you and loved ones 
spot it. This is extremely 
important, because 
acknowledging that 
you are in an abusive 
relationship is the first 
step to getting help and 
getting out.

First off, abuse can 
manifest itself in two 

isolation anxiousness  
when their partner is 
brought up, absences 
from work without ex-
planation and personal-
ity changes.

Once you have gone 
through this over-
whelming process of 
acknowledging that you 
or a loved one is in an 
abusive relationship, 
what do you do now? 
Here are a few prelimi-
nary steps to follow:

If you are the victim:
•Let a trusted friend 

or family member know 
your situation

•Understand that the 
abuse is not your fault

•Prepare a plan for 
when you leave your 
partner

If a loved one is a 
victim:

•Express concern
•Let them know they 

are safe with you
•Listen and respect 

what they have to say
•Be a support system 

and help them reach out 
to appropriate services

•Contact your local 
women’s shelter:

Meadville’s Women’s 
Services 24-hour hot-
line: 814-333-9766

Just the Tips: How to spot and 
help abusive relationships

JANELLE CARSON
Contributing Writer 
carsonj@allegheny.edu

LEAH RUDGE
Contributing Writer
rudgel@allegheny.edu

Counseling Center 
Contact Info:

Director: 
Dr. Yvonne Eaton-Stull

Reis Hall 304

Visit their website: 
sites.allegheny.edu/counseling

Mental Health Crisis 
Contact info:

Campus:
Monday-Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: 
(814) 332-4368

That problem would 
be the fact that peo-
ple become ignorant 
and they don’t think 
about the negativ-
ity surrounding their 
posts.

Lucas Proper 

“ “
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Rebecca Dawson, as-
sistant professor of biol-
ogy, collaborated with Laura 
Wheeler Poms, a professor 
of psychology at George Ma-
son University, to create and 
publish an undergraduate 
epidemiology textbook. 

Newly printed on Aug. 
17, Dawson’s textbook, “Un-
derstanding Epidemiology: 
Concepts, Skills & Appli-
cations,” is currently only 
available at Allegheny Col-
lege and George Mason Uni-
versity. 

Dawson’s textbook focus-
es on teaching students to 
think critically about global 
health issues with the use of 
exercises and case studies. 

After being unable to find 
an introductory textbook to 
epidemiology, Dawson and 
Poms came together to cre-

ate one of their own. 
“It’s written for an audi-

ence who not only want to 
do epidemiology, but also 
for those who know nothing 
about it and may never study 
it again,” Dawson explained. 

Dawson explained that 
she and Poms’ manner of 
thinking complemented 
each other, making a more 
thorough coverage of epi-
demiological topics. They 
each contributed their own 
unique thoughts.  

This semester offers a 
class using Dawson’s text-
book, giving her an opportu-
nity to assess its effectiveness 
and presentation in practice. 

Dawson involved sev-
eral students in the work on 
her textbook. One of them, 
Erica Bryson, ’15, found the 
experience enriching. 

“I enjoy working with 
Professor Dawson tremen-

dously given her wide range 
of knowledge and the pas-
sion she demonstrates in 
and out of the classroom,” 
Bryson said. 

She has continued to 
work with Professor Daw-
son on her senior composi-
tion, which involves using 
epidemiological concepts in 
community-based research. 

Bryson read and wrote 
out answer keys and refer-
ences for Dawson, offering 
her perspective frequently. 

“I don’t think you can 
write a student textbook 
without a student perspec-
tive,” Dawson commented. 
“I think that it’s the perfect 
opportunity for students to 
work closely with professors 
on research.”

Elizabeth Schafer, ’17, 
also contributed to the com-
position of the textbook. 
She helped Dawson log her 

Professor Rebecca Dawson publishes 
epidemiological textbook
The first of  its kind for undergraduate students
ANGELA MAURONI
Science Editor
mauronia@allegheny.edu

CARSON REY
Contributing Writer
reyc@allegheny.edu

references while residing at 
Allegheny over the summer, 
assuring that Dawson fin-
ished that portion before her 
deadline. Schafer worked 
closely with Dawson before 
her contribution as well. 

“We did a lot of work that 
I really enjoyed this summer 
outside of the book,” Schafer 
said. “I’ve become really in-
terested in epidemiology.” 

In November, the text-
book will be released to oth-
er universities and become 
available on Amazon. It will 
also be sold at the American 
Public Health Association’s 
(APHA) annual meeting. 
The APHA is the biggest, 
oldest and most diverse col-
lection of global health pro-
fessionals the world has to 
offer. 

Also in November, Daw-
son and Poms plan to pro-
pose the publication of a sec-

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS
Professor Rebecca Dawson of the Biology department published the first 
undergraduate textbook on epidemiology this summer. 

Ronald Mumme, profes-
sor of biology at Allegheny 
College for 25 years, recently 
studied the hooder warbler 
bird species. He began his 
study on the hooded war-
bler in 2010 because of its 
similarities to his previous 
research on a different spe-
cies called the slate-throated 
redstart. 

“I’m interested in how 
some species of birds use 
striking plumage patterns 
to actually startle insects,” 
Mumme said on his inter-

est in the hooded warbler. 
“Usually when you see birds’ 
plumage ornaments you 
think it’s some kind of so-
cial or sexual signal, but I’m 
interested in the situations 
where it’s not that.”

Mumme composed a 
paper on the subject of the 
Hooded Warbler’s foraging 
techniques and the research 
he did that was published 
in April earlier this year by 
“The Auk: Ornithological 
Advances,” and appeared in 
the “BirdWatching Maga-
zine” in August.

The startling of insects is 
an important foraging tech-
nique. The bird flashes its 
brightly colored tail feath-
ers to startle the insects and 
catches them when they at-
tempt to fly away. Mumme 
communicated his recent 
findings in relation to molt-
ing - a process that occurs 
once a year in which birds 
replace all their feathers. 

The hooded warbler spe-
cies perform this process 
slightly differently in that 
families will drop their tail 
feathers simultaneously. 

The first to molt in a fam-
ily will then abandon their 
offspring. In light of the tail 
being an important foraging 
tool, these actions appear 
problematic. 

 In analyzing his research, 
Mumme is trying to under-
stand the sexual politics of 
hooded warblers and what 
determines whether a bird 
is going to abandon its nest-
lings or not. While he mostly 
observes males molting be-
fore the females, he has seen 
some cases in which females 
abandon their nestlings and 
male counterparts. 

Additionally, males who 
do not find a mate tend 
to molt on the early side. 
Mumme continues to try 
and find explanations for the 
interplay among the molting 
of tail feathers, abandon-
ment, and foraging.

Anne Jacobs, visiting as-
sistant professor in the biol-
ogy department, also took 
part in Mumme’s research. 
During the day, with several 
hours to observe in the field, 
participants in Mumme’s re-
search took on projects. Ja-

cobs commented on the field 
work and the general activ-
ity of Mumme’s research. 

“I was doing a separate 
project looking at male terri-
tories so I had to find a male 
who was singing and then 
follow him…and record 
where he went and what his 
color bands were.” 

The color bands allow re-
searchers like Mumme and 
Jacobs to identify an indi-
vidual in the field from a dis-
tance. Without them, there 
would remain one band with 
an ID number inscribed for 
that individual warbler. If 
there were no color bands, 
one would have to catch and 
identify birds repeatedly 
which would consume more 
time in the field than neces-
sary.

In the previous years of 
his research, Dr. Mumme 
has caught and banded 
many hooded warblers be-
fore their winter migration 
to Central America. It has 
been observed that around 
half of those banded do not 
make it back. 

A benefit of Allegheny’s 

small community is being 
able to participate in profes-
sor research. Noah McNeill, 
’16, had the opportunity to 
work with Mumme over 
the summer break. Part of 
his fieldwork project was 
watching warbler’s foraging 
behavior and movement as 
he played warbler calls. Mc-
Neill described his work as 
an invaluable experience. 

“Honing my skills of find-
ing and watching the spe-
cies along with spending 
the work week in the field 

Dr. Ronald L. Mumme Observes Foraging Behavior in Hooded Warbler
showed me that I was on a 
track I love and want to con-
tinue working in after my 
time at Allegheny.”

Mumme has been a bird-
watcher for 41 years and is 
always enthusiastic about 
his studies. In future inves-
tigations, he plans to find a 
relationship between geo-
graphical location and for-
aging behavior of the afore-
mentioned slate-throated 
redstart. 

ond epidemiology textbook. 
They are debating, however, 
on whether to make it an-
other undergraduate text-

book on the same level or a 
more advanced piece. 

COURTESY OF ANNE JACOBS
The Hooded Warblers Mumme studied were marked with colored bands 
around their feet to make them more easily identified. 

This past summer, Quinn 
Bergeon, ’16, and Thomas 
Alvarez, ’16, accompanied 
Elizabeth Olson, assistant 
professor of global health 
and development, on an an-
thropology research trip to 
Autlán de la Grana, Jalisco, 
Mexico. During the trip, 
they examined economic 
globalization, health and 
nutrition, sustainable devel-
opment and social issues of 
the region. While in Mexico, 
they stayed with host fami-
lies in order to understand 
the issues in the context of 
the local culture. 

Olson’s interest in Mexico 
started in 1997 when she 
participated in a program to 
track monarch butterflies. 
Since then she has traveled 
back to Mexico many times, 
and each time her work has 
taken on a different angle. 
This time, in addition to the 
research, she had two goals: 

“My goals were for [Ber-

geon and Alvarez] to have a 
positive experience in Mex-
ico and for them to see au-
thentic Mexico,” said Olson. 

Alvarez is an interna-
tional studies major with 
a focus on Latin America, 
so he was interested in the 
trip as a chance to travel to 
a region he had spent a large 
time studying.  Bergeon was 
attracted to the opportu-
nity because of her minor in 
global health studies. 

“I noticed that many stu-
dents do not focus enough 
on their minor because their 
major determines their ca-
reer,” Bergeon observed. “I 
wanted to find an internship 
or a travel abroad experience 
that would allow me to un-
derstand and appreciate my 
minor just as much as my 
major.”

The research focused on 
the region’s cultural habits, 
the effects that globaliza-
tion has had on the local 
communities and how com-
munities are trying to resist 
globalization. During their 

time in Mexico, they lived 
with host families and trav-
eled to various local mar-
kets. One place they visited 
was a coffee shop called Cafe 
Cuzalapa that sells only lo-
cal coffee. Bergeon pointed 
out that this is one example 
of a local shop taking a stand 
against globalization: 

“It made them unique 
and it spread the word to the 
locals about the importance 
of not following the crowd 
and going against the pres-
surizing globalization strat-
egy,” she said. 

On the coffee shop’s web-
site, they state their hopes in 
remaining independent: 

“The purpose of our 
group is to improve the eco-
nomic, social, and environ-
mental situations and to pre-
serve the biodiversity of the 
coffee plantations”.

In addition to study-
ing globalization they also 
studied the local culture. Al-
though there are many types 
of local foods available, you 
will still find processed meat 

at almost every meal. Profes-
sor Olson attributes this to 
what she calls diet transition: 

“We see diet transition 
occur alongside moderniza-
tion--as a region moderniz-
es, processed food becomes 
more available.” 

Their observations on 
globalization’s effects on the 
local communities found 
that many communities are 
trying to resist globaliza-
tion’s reach through these 
small shops that have started 
to emerge. In addition to 
this they found that many 
people in the region still eat 
processed meat even though 
they have many organic and 
local options available to 
them; they would attribute 
this to modernization. 

Both Bergeon and Alva-
rez hope to present these 
results in the Society for Ap-
plied Anthropology Con-
ference in Pittsburgh when 
they return from their re-
spective semesters abroad.

Students study globalization and sus-
tainability with professor in Mexico 
By ADAM MILLER
Contributing Writer
millera6@allegheny.edu

ADVERTISEMENT

science@alleghenycampus.com

COURTESY OF ALLEGHENY.EDU
Ronald Mumme, who had his 
paper on the Hooded Warbler 
published earlier this year, has re-
cently had the same paper appear 
in “BirdWatching Magazine.” 
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Tova Wang visits Allegheny’s campus 

Author Tova Wang kicked 
off Allegheny College’s “Year 
of Voting Rights and Demo-
cratic Participation” themed 
bicentennial celebration 
Wednesday night speaking to 
over one-hundred audience 
members gathered in Ford 
Chapel. 

“The Politics of Voter Sup-
pression: Defending and Ex-
panding Americans’ Right to 
Vote” author started her lec-
ture with one question: “How 

many people have already 
voted in an election before?”

About half of the crowd 
raised their hands. When 
asked if audience members 
plan to vote this upcom-
ing term, about two-thirds 
of the audience members’ 
hands rose. With this, Wang 
informed the audience that 
students can register and vote 
through Allegheny College in 
order to promote youth vot-
ing throughout the College. 
Registrations will be held un-
til Oct. 6. 

Giving out statistics from 
Universal Voter Registration, 

fairvote.com, Wang told the 
audience that the Constitu-
tion of the United States does 
not state that citizens have the 
right to vote. It does, however, 
state that the citizens cannot 
be denied the right to vote 
based on race, gender, or eco-
nomic standing. 

With this, Wang includes 
that voting is even more dif-
ficult than it used to be. This 
is where most of Wang’s focus 
for “The Politics of Voter Sup-
pression: Defending and Ex-
panding Americans’ Right to 
Vote” is concentrated. 

An easier way for vot-

ers to register, according to 
Wang, is same-day registra-
tion. By allowing citizens to 
register the day of elections 
would increase participation 
by 47 percent in youth voters. 
However, this is only available 
in some states, such as North 
Dakota. 

According to the Bren-
nan Center, 13 states passed 
more restrictive voter ID laws 
and 10 passed laws making it 
harder for citizens to regis-
ter to vote between 2011 and 
2014 as well as eight states 
passed laws eliminating or 
shortening early voting. 

Due to these changes, few-
er citizens voted in the 2012 
election, according to Wang. 
These numbers don’t include 
the 10.4 percent of the voting 
population was denied the 
right to vote due to felony dis-
enfranchisement. 

According to Wang, this is 
the action of excluding citi-
zens eligible to vote from vot-
ing due to a criminal offense 
conviction. Actions such as 
parole or probation interfere 
with voter registration due to 
state law variations. When the 
citizens do not know if they 
can vote, they usually decide 
not to. 

In Wang’s presentation, 
she included that “the biggest 
barrier appears to be the reg-
istration process. When regis-
tered, non-college youth vote 
almost as much as other age 
groups”. Wang backs up her 
statement by bringing to the 
audience’s attention voter ID 
dilemmas. 

One of Wang’s concen-
trations revolves around the 
voter ID dilemmas. At Al-
legheny College, students can 
use their student IDs in order 
to vote. However, at other 
schools, this is not the case. 
Some establishments require 
a valid signature on file for the 
Department for Motor Vehi-
cles, which means the citizen 
needs a valid driver’s license 
along with a current address. 

Since young voters were 
on Wang’s mind that eve-
ning, she brought up the fact 
that college students living on 
and off campus would have 
an issue with this regulation. 
The students’ driver’s licenses 
would have their home ad-
dresses but not their college 
addresses. 

Where, then, can students 
vote?

According to Wang, there 
are three options for college 
students. First, the students 

By KAITLYN CAMPBELL
Contributing Editor 
campbellk2@allegheny.edu

Discusses the right to vote and the politics of voter suppression
can travel countless miles 
back to their home-towns to 
vote. Second, the student can 
check with their institution 
whether or not it is acceptable 
to vote in the establishment’s 
district. Or third, the student 
decides the hassle is far too 
great and does not vote at all.

Wang stated that some 
institutions such as Drexel 
University near Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, have used tac-
tics in the past to scare stu-
dents away from voting. Some 
students would get emails or 
text messages warning that 
if the student votes a certain 
direction, scholarship money 
would be taken away. 

Students would also get 
notifications that Democrats 
would vote on the first day 
and Republicans would vote 
on the second, or vice versa. 
These tactics would intimi-
date the students before the 
election even began and cause 
them to decide against voting, 
according to Wang. 

After her hour long speech 
at Ford Chapel, Wang fin-
ished her presentation citing 
the history and current ac-
tions concerning voting rights 
in the United States. 

She offered the audience 
her websites, www.demos.org 
and www.votingrightstoday.
org, and her email address, 
twang@demos.org, for fur-
ther questions on the topic. 

Wang’s last question to the 
audience lingered in the air;

“Why aren’t students pro-
testing the way they used to in 
the 60s?”

GAP gives 350 
cacti to students

Students lined up to pick out their favorite  cactus that will become a new pal.

Tova Wang gestures to her powerpoint slide during her presentation on voting rights in Ford Chapel. 
MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

A line weaved throughout the Campus 
Center lobby as students waited for their 
very own baby cactus last Saturday, Sept. 
13.

 Gator Activities Programming spon-
sored the late night event, providing 350 
cactus plants to students who wanted to 
bring a little more green life to their rooms 
but required little care.

“It was a great turn out,” said Au-
tumn Parker, ’16, vice president of special 
events. “They got a plant that was theirs 
to take care of.  Everyone goes crazy over 
mini things.”

 Before students were able to pick a cac-
tus with large spikes or small bristles, Alex 
Neal, ’15, GAP president, and Quintin 
Peacock, ’17, late night event coordinator, 
advised students to be careful when han-
dling the plants.

 After students picked out the cactus 

that caught their fancy, they either contin-
ued on with their night or stayed to deco-
rate.

“They said it only needed to be water 
once a month,” said Sierra Hall, ’17, who 
was excited to own her first cactus plant. 
“It has lots of sparkles and I put stickers 
on mine.”

Ally Bartlett, ’16, remembers running 
into the line, which almost to the front 
doors of the Campus center, 15 minutes 
before the event officially started. She 
searched for the one with the largest, 
sharpest spikes.

“I already repotted my cacti and named 
them,” Bartlett said. “I love them.”

The next late night event, salsa mak-
ing, will be hosted by Edible Allegheny 
this Friday, Sept. 19 in the Campus Center 
lobby from 10 to 11 p.m.

Nick Schake,’16, concentrates on decorating his cactus he picked out during GAP’s event last Saturday, Sept. 13.

This cactus was renamed 
Copious by Ally Bartlett, ‘16, 
because of its many needles.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
MEGHAN HAYMAN
Photo Editor
haymanm@allegheny.edu
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“Thinking about the pros 
and cons of living in a place, 
the Market House to me is 
one of the best parts living 
in Meadville,” said Michael 
Mehler, associate professor of 
communication arts depart-
ment at Allegheny College.

Located right in the mid-
dle of downtown Meadville, 
the Market House is a his-
torical building selling lo-
cal products including food 
and locally made products. 
It hosts the Second Saturday 
Community Market every 
month from May to Septem-
ber on the second Saturday, 
where the community gath-
ers to enjoy fresh local food, 
art crafts and live music. And 
for the first time on Sept. 13, 
students of Allegheny College 
played a big role in the Second 
Saturday Community Market 
with an improv show by the 
Playshop Theatre and Student 
Experimental Theatre. 

As the production man-
ager for the Playshop Theatre 
in Allegheny College, Mehler 
lead the effort in creating a 
sustainable theatrical produc-
tion that fits in the theme and 
the space of Second Saturday 
Community Market. 

“In September, we always 
try to do a show that is some-
thing new that has never been 

Market 
Growth

on stage before, and this one 
is especially looking at ways of 
creating a stage that is not typ-
ically scenery,” said Mehler. 

This idea has been devel-
oping in his mind ever since 
he started looking at ways of 
doing theatre more sustain-
ably, such as changing ways 
of using materials that are less 
impactful on the environment 
and more efficient, and look-
ing at new ways of approach-
ing lighting. 

Mehler was on a confer-
ence panel two and a half 
years ago, meeting with artist 
Tanja Beer, who grew a stage 
set out of food bearing plants 
in Melbourne, Australia. She 
was then brought to Allegh-
eny’s campus a year and a half 
ago to create a stage alongside 
the Environmental Science 
Department. 

Talking about where the 
plants on the stage came 
from, Mehler said that he has 
been thinking about making 
positive environmental and 
social impacts.  Therefore, 
in April he started working 
with the Healthy Kids Day 
at the YMCA downtown and 
started a project of planting 
seedlings in simple ways that 
would get kids excited about 
growing food. Combining art 
and food, he gave each of the 
kids a little cardboard tube 
from a roll of toilet paper, 
shoveled a little dirt in there, 
seeded, and painted the tubes 
with organic paints that are 

soy or milk based. 
He later brought this proj-

ect to the Second Saturday 
Market with portable planting 
boxes. While families were 
shopping for food or looking 
at the artwork, the kids came 
up and do seedlings and deco-
rations. 

Before Mehler was able 
to do a project at the Second 
Saturday Community Mar-
ket, he had been working with 
the program for several years. 
Last summer, he volunteered 
and helped organize the mar-
ket where he tried to get to 
know the community better. 

“It has been really eye-
opening and satisfying,” said 
Mehler. “I would be lying to 
say that it felt like work in the 
moment, but on reflection it is 
a lot of work.”

Students from the Play-
shop Theatre and SET are ex-
cited about getting downtown 
and performing to a different 
kind of audience. The im-
prov group performed a food 
based farm story that was ap-
propriate for children, and the 
unique stage made the rural 
setting even more vivid. 

Luke Davis, ’17, didn’t 
have any outdoor improv per-
formance experience before 
the event. He really enjoyed 
working at the outdoor space 
on this untraditional, garden-
themed stage at the Market 
House.

 “The ideals of improv very 
much go with the natural en-

vironment and stage, because 
the improv is the natural reac-
tion of the performers to the 
audience”, Davis said. “The 
‘Market Growth’ project is 
really successful bringing 
people from the college down 
into the broader community 
that supports and invests the 
college.”

Following the show was 
a cooking competition be-
tween Pete Zimmer, the chief 
of Voodoo Brewery, and the 
challenger David Dowson, 
a local who once worked in 
a local restaurant. They pre-

pared food with materials 
they got from the market on 
that day, and had kids help 
them out to make dishes. 

“I really enjoy cooking a 
lot, and I am always look-
ing for opportunities to cook 
for others. I want to focus on 
food that would be easy to as-
semble, flavorful and colorful, 
fun to eat and to look at,” said 
Dawson, after the cooking 
competition. 

The Second Saturday Mar-
ket attracted a large number of 
the community and received 
high praise from citizens. 

Prize winning organist Christian Lane visits campus 

Music is coming from the 
Ford Chapel, but it is not the 
church bells but rather the 
sweet, in-tune organ melody 
played by Christian Lane. 

Brought to Allegheny 
College by alumnus Edward 
Hodgson Jr., PhD, on Sept. 
13, Lane visited Meadville for 
the first time in order to play 
in front of the Meadville and 
Allegheny  community. 

“It’s a beautiful space,” 
said Lane, about Ford 
Chapel. “But every organ in 
every space is different and 
the organ is only as good as 
the room it plays into.” 

Playing the piano since 
he was five, Lane has had 
tremendous experience mu-
sically, eventually winning 
the 2011 Canadian Interna-
tional Organ Competition 
and holding the title of vice 
president within the Ameri-
can Guild of Organists. 

“My dad was a pastor so 
I always had an instrument 
which I could try out my 
little piano pieces,” said Lane. 
“I was exposed to it pretty 
early, but I wasn’t very serious 
about it.”

Lane initially planned on 
becoming a musical theater 
conductor, leading him to 
receive a music degree. Be-
cause of this track, he got into 
piano and the organ, which 
he found more interesting. 

“The organ is a great thing 
because we can’t take our in-

struments with us,” said Lane. 
“Every instrument we sit 
down with is completely new, 
so we have to essentially start 
from scratch. The way that 
I play here today is different 
from the way I play tomor-
row even though I’ll play 
some of the same music.”

Alternating from fast to 
slow pieces, Lane equalized 
his pieces with variations of 
all types of music instead of 
sticking to one consistent 
theme. Grace Connelly, ‘18, 
attended the performance 
in light of her own musical 
experiences.

“I do try to lean towards 
the faster pace songs just 
because they’re really inter-
esting,” said Connelly. “There 
were several parts where he 
was coming to the climax of 
the song and then the sun 
would come out and shine on 
him.” 

Rebecca Borthwick-Aiken, 
a part-time faculty organ in-
structor, recommended Lane 
some pieces as well as sug-

gested him to play the Star 
Spangled Banner in honor of 
the song’s 200th anniversary.

“I was quite happy to 
take the direction that she 
[Borthwick-Aiken] gave and 

then filling the rest in a way 
that I hope has a sense of 
balance, trying to balance the 
program as one might bal-
ance a meal,” Lane said. “You 
don’t want to eat all red meat 
for the meal. You need a little 
bit of dessert in there as well.”

The captivating perfor-
mance itself filled the room 
with its rich sounds, combin-

ing familiar music as well 
as obscure ones. As soon as 
Lane smoothly flowed onto 
the bench, silence captured 
the audience while the organ 
resonated throughout the 

room.   
“Even this organ here, 

which is digital, the sound-
ing board is the room you’re 
playing into,” said Lane. 
“There are some rooms 
which are much bigger that 
have a lot of acoustics and 
some rooms that are much 
smaller and don’t have any 
acoustics whatsoever. This 
was kind of in the middle.” 

Spectating the perfor-
mance, Alex Marrero, ‘18, 

attended because of his love 
for music and his experiences 
playing the piano. 

“I love to study how other 
people play music and I love 
the organ,” said Marrero. “I 
understand the dedication 
and commitment it takes 
to actually make it into the 
music society.” 

 Overall, the audience 

awarded Lane with a round 
of applause along with a 
standing ovation to conclude 
his stay in Meadville. Com-
munity members, students, 
and faculty were granted 
the opportunity to chat with 
Lane as well as enjoy some 
refreshments. 

“Every performance is 
unique and there’s always 
things that go really well and 
things you wish would go 
better,” said Lane. “But hope-
fully, it was enjoyable to listen 
to and authentic in some 
way. The goal is not to be 100 
percent perfect even though 
that’s what we aspire to in 
some level, but to be able to 
speak to people through the 
playing, hopefully I accom-
plished that.”  

With one final bow, Lane 
left Allegheny College and a 
ring in everyone’s ear. There 
is no indication yet whether 
he will perform once again 
in the future, but to the at-
tendees, he has them with 
gratitude and satisfaction. 

By MIMI LAM
Contributing Writer 
lamm@allegheny.edu

Ford Chapel opens doors to students and Meadville community 

Members of improvisation group from the Playshop Theatre and Student Experimental Theatre of Allegheny College,  from left, Chris 
Schuchert, ’16, Luke Davis, ’16, Sean Gannon, ’16, and Annie Utterback, ’16, perform on the garden-themed stage decorated by children, on the 
Second Saturday Community Market at the Meadville Market House on Sept. 13, 2014.

Students contribute to Second Saturday Community Market
Becky Pineo, an organizer of 
Second Saturday Market last 
year, served as the advisor to 
this years event. She thought 
the playshop and the cooking 
competition were great addi-
tions to the market. Liz Shade 
and her husband Jason Shade, 
who was one of the judges 
for the cooking competition, 
said, “This [cooking competi-
tion] is awesome. I wish they 
would do this every time.”

Katherine McGerr, visiting assistant professor of communication arts department at Allegheny College, 
and Mark Consdon, right, associate professor of communication arts department, watch challenger David 
Dawson, left, preparing food during cooking competition at the Second Saturday Market. 

Every instrument 
we sit down with is 
completely new, so 
we have to essentially 
start from scratch. 

Christian Lane

“ “Christian Lane
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Faith Robinson, ’15, attempts a goal against Mount Union players Katie Baker (26) and goalie Maria Favorite (42) on Saturday, Sept. 13. Robinson had three shots on the goal and made one. Allegheny won the 
game 4-1 for their fifth straight win this season. The women’s soccer team will play Oneonta at home tomorrow Sept. 20 at 4 p.m. 

The Allegheny women’s 
soccer team started the season 
strong and currently holds a 
record of 5-2-0 as they move 
further into their season. Last 
year, the team won confer-
ence playoffs and would like 
to make it to playoffs again.

Coach Michael Webber, 
the women’s soccer coach of 
ten years, said this season will 
continue to increase in diffi-
culty but the team has a good 
chance of going the distance if 
they maintain their mindset 
and keep improving.

“We’d like to finish in the 
top four in our conference, 
although our focus is on one 
game at a time…We’re headed 
in the right direction,” Web-
ber said.

Jessie Thiessen, ’17, said 
the team has put in a lot of 
hard work so far and their 
goals are more than attainable 
if they keep improving.

Thiessen mentioned what 
sets the team apart of other 
women’s teams in the con-
ference is their closeness and 

sense of family.
“Our team is a lot more 

physically in shape than the 
other teams I think,” Thies-
sen said. “We also are very 
united as a team. We know 
that we can’t win games with-
out everyone, from the field 
to the bench, being physically 
and mentally ready.  We work 
together very well and are 
always positive and encour-
aging to one another.  Every 
single person on our team has 
an impact on the game.  Ev-
eryone has to have their heads 
in the game and excited to 
play.”

The relationship of the 
team on the field seemed just 
as important as the team’s re-
lationship off the field to Sam 
Brooks, ’18.  Brooks said her 
experience so far at Allegheny 
would not be the same if she 
had not met the girls that she 
did through the soccer team.

“We are all pretty close 
outside of soccer too and I 
think that shows on the field,” 
Brooks said.

Webber agreed that team 
chemistry is important to how 
the game is played.  He said 

the women he has coached 
have a great sense of family 
and making the team feel like 
one. 

“The upperclassmen pass 
down expectations and they 
set good examples and have 
huge ownership of the team,” 
Webber said. “They bring in 
the freshmen and show them 
the high expectations we 
have; not only the expecta-
tions of the coaches but of the 
players, which I think is really 
important. It’s the team lead-
ing the way.”

The support from other 
team members that most 
players attribute to their suc-
cess comes from their team 
mottos. 

According to Webber be-
fore each season it is the se-
niors’ job to come up with a 
saying the team uses while 
playing to keep one another 
motivated.  They call the say-
ing a mistake ritual, which 
they can tell another player 
after a mistake mid-game or 
practice.

“On the field we have a 
mistake ritual that we say to 
each other when we make 

a mistake or feel like we are 
playing bad,”  Thiessen said. 
“The saying is ‘Chin up’,  it is 
to help keep us positive and 
not get down on ourselves.”

The team also has a motto 
every year.  This year’s motto 
is ‘make it count.’

According to Brooks the 
motto is to remind the team 
that everything they do 
should be to the best of their 
ability.

The obstacles this season 
will begin to come up more 
the further the season contin-
ues, Webber said.  He believes 
the hardest part of the season 
is always when players begin 
to take on heavier workloads 
in their classes and start to get 
sick of the same old thing.

“We just need to find a mid 
season balance and try to keep 
it fun with practice and games 
and school,” Webber said.

While their season is just 
beginning, the women’s soc-
cer team has high hopes for 
their future.

The next women’s soccer 
home game will take place on 
Sept. 20 at 1 p.m.

Taylor Samuel

1. What are the require-
ments to be chosen as NCAC 
Player of the Week?
I’m not really sure. I racked 
up 60 kills, four kills per set, 
which was the most on our 
team. I was also the key hit-
ting member of our team. 

2. How does it feel to have 
been nominated as NCAC 
Player of the Week?
It’s really cool. I haven’t gotten 
an award like that. It shows 
that my hard work since the 
beginning has paid off and 
I’ve improved. 

3. What would you say to the 
people who nominated you?
Thank you for the prestigious 
honor early in the season. I 
hope I can continue to excel. 

4. What’s next after such an 
honor?
Continue working hard at 
practice and better myself.

5. What is your favorite part 
of playing volleyball?
On the court, the excitement 
and intensity of playing with 
the team. And it’s fun!

6. How do you prepare for 
each game?
I start with a good night’s 
sleep the night before. For 
breakfast, I eat my egg whites 
and fruit. Then during warm 
up, no matter how hard the 
opposing team may be, I 
mentally prepare myself to 
play my game. 

7. Why did you pick to play 
volleyball at Allegheny?
I actually didn’t at first. My 
dad sent my tapes from high 
school to the coach, who then 
got back to me and I love 
playing. I came here for the 
academics and I get to play 
my favorite sport also. 

8. How long have you been 
playing volleyball?
Since my junior year of high 
school so three years. 

9. What do you think good 
coaches have in common?
They have to be passionate 
about the sport and have to 
understand their players to 
know how to deal with situ-
ations. Each player handles 
criticisms differently and yell-
ing at some players won’t help 
them. They also have to come 
up with difficult drills that 
simulate a game atmosphere. 

10. What are you looking 
forward to in the rest of the 
season?
Strengthening my friendships 
with the team and having a 
successful record. 

11. How do your teammates 
support you?
Even if I miss a hit or a serve, 
they tell me “it’s okay”, “you 
got this”, “next time”. When 
I feel down, they are there to 
cheer me up. And I’m friends 
with them outside the court 
so I can go to them with any-
thing.

12. What are the struggles of 
being a student athlete?
I do not do well on buses, I 
can’t do homework on the 
bus or I get bus sick. So I have 
to email my professors in ad-
vance and do the assignments 
before we leave each week-
end.

 The Campus will be featuring  
four club sports in each of the 
next four issues. 

  “Club sports give folks an-
other opportunity to be 
physically active,” said Portia 
Hoeg, Director of Athletics. 
“It’s a wonderful outlet for 
people who can’t commit to a 
varsity sport.”
    There are 21 registered clubs 
at Allegheny College; how-
ever, only 16 of them are cur-
rently active.
    The clubs are entirely stu-
dent run and based on stu-
dent interest. Each club has a 
faculty adviser and a student 
president.
  Unlike varsity sports, the 
competitions that each club 
competes in varies. Some 
clubs belong to leagues, for 
others, their games depend 
on whatever they are able to 
organize. Often teams will 
compete against schools in 
the Western PA area and are 
not limited by NCAA defined 
classifications.
Cheerleading
  The Cheerleading club is 

about supporting the school 
and its sports teams according 
to club captain, Emily Eikey. 
They currently cheer at foot-
ball games and the men’s and 
women’s basketball matches.
   The squad is made up of 
about 20 girls with all kinds 
of experience levels. Anyone 
can join and they hold a num-
ber of tryouts throughout the 
year: often two in the fall (one 
at the beginning of the foot-
ball and then basketball sea-
son) and one in the spring.
    There is no competitive 
aspect to the club; their sole 
purpose is to support the 
school and its sports teams.
  It is  a relatively inexpen-
sive commitment financially: 
there are two lots of dues that 
have to be paid plus shoes and 
some personal items for the 
uniform. Joining the squad 
requires a commitment to two 
two-hour practices a week as 
well as any games.
Equestrian
   The equestrian club is di-
vided into two divisions. The 
club is open to anyone of any 
experience level who wants to 
try equestrian and a 14-mem-
ber competitive team.
    The competitive team is 
required to ride at least eight 

times a semester. They are 
coached by Halli Bidwell 
and compete in horse shows 
at various different schools 
in the western PA area. The 
members compete in differ-
ent classes depending on their 
skill level.
   Tournaments are a large 
time commitment; however, 
there is little financial cost as-
sociated with them. The only 
financial commitment, for 
both club and team members 
are lessons; however, the club 
receives a discounted price.
   Lessons are held at Brenric 
Barn and scheduled weekly at 
various times. They are avail-
able for both competitive and 
noncompetitive members.
Fencing
   The fencing club requires 
no previous experience or any 
specific time commitment. 
There is a lot of inexperience 
within the club said president 
Patrick Payne. 
   The club runs over both se-
mesters and they have prac-
tices twice a week on Tues-
days and Thursdays. From 6-7 
p.m., people with previous 
experience can come, and at 
7 p.m. each week, Professor 
Tomas Nonnenmacher runs 
lessons for newcomers.

   “People are welcome to go 
along to practice anytime. 
There are no hard feelings 
if you try it and don’t come 
back,” Payne said. 
   Club members can compete 
in tournaments if they would 
like to, however it is not a re-
quirement.  The club attends 
1-2 tournaments a semester, 
and although they have not 
hosted one at Allegheny in a 
while, they are hoping to host 
one this year. 
Men’s Ice Hockey
   The Men’s Ice Hockey club 
practices twice a week and 
play on Friday nights. They 
are coached by Kyle Jones and 
have recently joined a new 
league which has helped to 
reduce travel times.
   They play over both semes-
ters and will take anyone who 
wants to play, however, you 
have to be able to provide 
your own equipment.
   This makes it a large finan-
cial commitment if one has 
never played before. To get all 
the necessary equipment can 
cost around $1,000 on top of 
the $300 cost to play that all 
members are required to pay.
   The club has a current roster 
of 16 people, most of whom 
have played in high school.

Taylor Samuel 
named NCAC 
Player of the Week

Gator Updater:

9/24 at Pitt-Bradford

9/20 at Ohio Wesleyan University

WOMEN’s VOLLEYBALL
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