MOJOR GEORGE HORNE

One of the most interesting man in Montreal is
s Major George Horne, - Ewen the proverbidl oldest
inhabitants cannot remenbberthat they had not heard of hin

f"""', R somebody who had been on eart.h prmuoucly
10 r.hemnlvoa@

8ixty years ago he was doing active service in the fi‘e'l’d
durmg the time of the Papineau rebellion and anomrds
served in Ermatinger's celebrated troop of vavalry luoh
little things as being one of the founders of the Irish
Protmm Benavolent Societies and the Fish an d Game club
_are matters the old gentleman is fond of valking about:
_he van tell of the time when he shot Woodoook in Viet.oria :
‘Square, Just imagmo a man who had dem Ma ahn&i,ng ;
in Civy Hall Square. or Bat.uu-y Park, and %h.an a xiw "I’BW'

man get an idea of what the u'jor remombors. . Bu. tirat
= _lut &nd &11 the time he is a soldier., He' comes
fm a fighting flmily. his Father bemg a c»uin in the
ASmmzhx Seventh Dragoo\ Guards. ‘better known as the Black
}forse. and &t the vime of the Trent A{rur‘ founda’dlmu X
8ixth Fusiliers,now-ene of Montreal’s orack oorps. He

i ‘M’&hﬂ with his rank of Mojor in 1868
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To the M\jor I naturally turned when desirous of geuixig

some mformauon as I.o publm opinion 1in Canada at

"R,obbory’ said the old gentlamd' xhakixx hotly.
It was not robbery, - Those men v'orq.‘not_ robbers
‘they were patrbits, there was none of the Qovdjo;omoht
in them; they were of the respeet.tbh refined cia’.uv
of Amerionns, who were endeavoring to repa.y in kmd some of

t.ho depredations of v.. F-i~ral Aemy in the South. ‘The

_Montreal Pesple, iixxhmxSumkh,in fact the whole Canadian

public recognized the faot and sympathized with them
looordingly. ‘Robbery indeed‘, it was ropr}is‘al' and

¢ u-w*y political, The stand the Br itish Government had

taken in the Civil War of course carried a lot of woight :
with the sympathies ot the poople, for the old lmut. o ”“’
of l.oyal-‘hy~1.o the Mother Country was very much alive :
in those daari.i' | i A e
En@uiring ﬁbout the general feeling
rega.rdxng Houghton's mission to WQJhmgton amnd the
refusal of Lincodnand §xmwark Seward to“'é:mve an
6§pd£tuniﬁy 10 prove the bone fides of Limh.,

commission, Major Horne in an explosive sort of'wa"y” roma.r.ka‘d - .‘ o
shortly-  *The people were exaab ated; what else oale
T.hty bel" a.nd then lapsed into a sort of sollloqw or N
rnher a p&n}gyrm of Bemnet Young and his men. : ‘cq.pmro d
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They were noble and corageous; they took their lives in

o

their hands; they were chivalric and every body had

= to adnire and like them, -~ Look au Bennett Young

%% and call him a bank robppri Ridiculious! He was

LC\: .. @& gentlemen and a sfoldior that any country mﬁighp be ;
:L—‘ proud of," : ' » l

_' iﬁ S A fafereference being made to George F,

l(i : l;unclcrs, who was supposol o ksmxsx be the eom&naxbnar

,. gT : ci’ nhe»’Confederaoy ip Montreal ‘.llajoi"l{orne replied -
E/; 'Oh Ye;; I knew well through meeting him froquenuy

g at. the St, Lawrenoe Hall; but I think that Governor We xEMany
léi_ ,Wes’t.oot.t.‘ was ree}lly' at the head of affau'-s." He’ mdeu ;
| l(:_ hils headquarters at the St. Lawrence Hall after a rewarq
E; ‘had b‘ea’n.. offered for his apprehensibﬁ. He gemmed to be
(—

at the top and bhottom of all the oonfeipnt.o seoret.l. and
was vory much admired and rupeotod for his mmmy
and muﬁbnir.y. I remember him well, He was
an extremely olever lawyer; he was allowed to usin thn

He did not seem a very brilliant talker, but. he was deop

. - forensic ;
md ; bnt.at.ive- not flowery in fasmsim eloquonoo. by
ndtho'v-oal and T.horoughly conversant with mt.ornational" :

SR It was this latter qualification likely that

brought him into the case®

o
) And then the Mjor reélated the folioung :
% little opinode in which he hxmselr t.ook an wtiva pan'
Sh
=

and which brough‘rup Westoou.kuut.horn blood,
~ One ‘the best Xum men in Ilom.rm ia

Counaol in defenoa of the raiders and spoke on tha quqst.ion .
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i ymd as mostly every body knew him he had hosts of friends. =~ .

LR :
Q{E ~Governor Westcott, Mﬁor Horne, Mr. Smith and a few

'(i% other choice spirits were in the bar room of the §t.

‘ g Lawrence Hall, Smith in tapping the Governor

%% : fami% iarly on the shoulder acoidentally knocked his hat

off.  He was keen as a razor and turned like & flash,

He glared at Smith a moment 'and then said del ibemratoly /
and evidently yeighing his words, as was his wont- *8ir,

if you had done that in my country I would shoot yqu: ,

He was a small unassuming man, but he immediately became
dignified and looked dangerous, Smith was ‘surpr“iud}
and turned scarlet while the Governor was pale with anger,
Hé did net ‘rooogni;e the fact that the code was not much in :
evidence in Canada, &nd‘ it was while bbt.h men were in t.hi'a
embarrassing ponitio’n that u:;or Horne stepped in and

remarked to bot.h parties, “Surely the Governor does not

. mean it,®
'Qj *I do S$ir", said the Governor; "I mean
S every word I say",
E 1 Aenle somewhat, nettled me, continued the
:;3_5 Mojor,* and I replied with all the dignity I vhought i i
EE  necessary ot he oocasion “Then Sir, I am glad 1 was not
g%’_‘ born in your Country,®  and turned on my heel ,® ;
:i‘ : | *Nevertheless,§ir, that is how we look upon
(\? insults in my éount.ry;f' j
g__ : - For a moment things looked as if they
Q%f ‘might take a serious turn; but Smith was such a favoritve

~that friends had the matter sattied ammably e in a few
ﬁ. ‘I“hm‘e mmg reooncu 181 ien;, hand
Mng qndtho oupu‘pm.ns alidt )

In rerurnng to Lgi omier w0 bx"mg r.hog



/ and said. . "My old and sworn friend, courrsol \ma omzal
- 1o the ‘occasion and when an application of Habeas corpua" |
was made he saw the validity of‘ it and set the prisioners |
free, Within the hour they were out of the city. ‘
There was a meeting of the Council next day®,continued the
ojor,* and one of the membcrs was mean enough to
insinuate that Tudge Coursol had been bribed in & large
amount to set the prisioners free, I could not bear
to see my éld friend meligred, so 1 jmeiiaioly_diﬁw to his
house, got “h-im out of bed and P‘old him of the accusation.
We drove dovntm that night visited the Gazette and
 Herald oﬁtfioea( and requested that a commission of Ko_pquiq
should be advocated by the press,  There was trouble
next day and the people laughed in their simen,’ 'rhey km
‘ Jknew Judge.(:ouraol 1o be an honorable man, f.oa hinonbl. :
o be bribed and their sympat.hlos made thon hurm.ly l
approve oxh-t decxslon. But Judge Coursol insisted
on the appointment of & Government commdssion which ges- s‘t

in Montreal for a length of time and mnt.uauy vindicated :

~Coursol and his good judgment® el o
Major Horne iﬂ:e only man alive today

who sat in the Council Chamber when the accusfation was

nade

, "D1d Canadian polivical panms decrde
on Lhe lines of North and South?

'Not. a biv of i1} we were all alike in our
_sympathies. There were a few symapthized with the

'!‘Ma._'bm they were few and far between iu'nd about - o a

V—,_mmo to uuk‘




Thinking to change the subject I referred

to Abbott's and Pevlin's threats of mob law and blood G
oG : “shed at the trial, :
D : e "Mob law m& ”‘@ le.n‘ § 'ota
= ~ the words Devlin used. There “I ' never any danger :
of it, even if people were exoited, sinoe 1837 and ‘




