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She wes only qighﬁsan when the way ‘a:egganv' . (zuaker_gii:l of

of Philaésl;ehié eri%’h & pﬁt};@tic.gaé?mnal sﬁmla on -her handse .‘.c’ier

mther haa beem 16*’4’ a widow Wiim ive ehildi‘eng and whén Anna was fourtesn

she was 80 asti rrad by “xe oumen; that she undertook her own sunporh

uhe bacame a ccvyiet, then a disty Qt sehool fteacher ~ anyt Wag to mzioh she

ccml ,‘:"‘tﬂ:ﬁ‘n her hané.'u Sna was an sager inpatient girl, reserx*ful of tne
' :tna“ciuality shs saw gbout har, qu,ﬁ to aspauae the mmss of the aeaker,

tae siave, the “Woman and the fallens - She wag .indisereet in expressiony

a&waya “"laming out m Pass mmta acousation or vimmaﬂom ‘Bhe seens
w ha:ve beem a na*uml o-»ater, and her fiy at eac,h on womm 8 rimrbs when
ahﬁ was a giri e’? only sit toen led to her be aakad f»ec;uentlv ta peak
V 'on -t‘hat‘ subjects About the H the way kroke fmt, a nlacs had heen

; but , g i
found for her in the ning at Washington, she was no unbri@&é&‘v 4 har ;

. arifsiaiaﬁs of MaGlellanythat she fi*ma’ 13* vma »emweé. - Soon aﬁer ‘hiﬁ

ghe pmpar@& a. lecﬁure which ahe z:m,_leﬁ ﬂ’i‘ne ’z‘%a*.siana; Cri sisaﬁ- It ﬁen‘; -.s;& 5

well; 'E:hat shg was asked to &eliva’z* it in rqew ﬁa:n;shae in 2;2.6 i‘a . 8f
lsﬁﬁg *men th& Republ S.gans ere having a hard *iue in the slea%mns, Shs
, eamﬁsssd the state ﬂrii:n vandar?ul fUGaeBY, she was then asked *0 m *a;?f’_' :

' aennectieu*k where it wes not thought that $he party could win T i

. gmbably not too mich %o say exm it was .&*ma Biakimon‘s 1ectures whic&if_f

turne& :n : iéar She vras *takan up aﬁ;s‘?' t«ﬁs by *‘1@ mion 1 afme-c}.w:»'s }:'

' ;am ssnt hit*:er and yen a8 trza camse ssemed to @eﬂmdk | Tw hs fall 65. f
‘f:‘% gle cmvmaed the mixy‘ng distriocts of Pemsﬂvan’»& whe"‘a é_mfss pigygs
taa broken out, and al lrays with excell ent agfacg’ 1% is ?Tﬁb&bl o Bk

Azizia Dickinson's matter wrmld not aﬁ&m close,erwic:isma Lawrence Godkin “ho
heard he:e .’m Hert*’c}rci :tn the fall of 63 mays that a l&rgﬂ’e portion of her

) disamma was ﬁevataﬁ o topion wmu"x she evidently understood cmly im=
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perfectly, if at allj that she was offen insoherent j that the of’motive
parts were & veryjgminful désoription of the sosauit on Port Donalson
and personal hits directed aga;ﬁmt the leading ‘erocrabus These things
told with her '{éiema@ Hra Godkin emmmegdherf hovevary & very i*eimrkah;’ie
person, vho sbove ail needed o study and %0 veflssts ‘§t should he sald
trat during the war he 'sm%e':::o apisiolian of hsr work, and i* e only :
’g%m&r& an_ﬂ‘m ik out » vary bed novel ‘foaé he geve his oridon -

& nost unya};;ui&z? opinion at the fims, unfortunatelys There is n»o

question that i7 she had veceived and followed judisions oriticisn after
}hs/ wary her future work mifut ‘mre been vastly mére nsesul and perranents
However that may be, her usefulness $o the Union canse in the wer mnm{
ve questioneds "‘aa“e in anotier side,tdo, that should not be lost aight
ofs &m ’:}iefiﬁaeaa éﬁv‘eaﬁa&:&zy ended :m;s’e;l&? srpoaision in *;,ha_ Horth %o

yomen lecturerss The yeople becase generaily 30 feel that if o wonan ocould

vender & patristic servive of this kind, the day had passed vien thove

~should be cbiection o her doing ite




Much more significant than the soldiering a
few women did is the service which certain ones
rendered the Union cause as lecturers or pam-
phleteers. Take the case of Anna Dickinson.
She was only eighteen when the yar began—

M W‘\ Quaker girl of Philadelphia with a pathetic
personal struggle on her hands. Her mother
had been left a widow with five children, and
when Anna was fourteen she was so stirred by
the burden that she undertook her own sup-
port. She became a copyist, then a district
school teacher—anything to which she could
turn her hand. She was an eager, impatient

girl, resentful of the inequalities she saw about

@\ : her, quick to espouse the cause of the weaker,

- the slave, the woman and the fallen. She was
indiscreet in expression, always flaming out in
passionate accusation or vindication. She
seems to-have been a natural orator, and her
first speefh\sQ oman sfrights, when she was

a girt~af only st=teen, led her to being asked

frequently to~speak on that subject. = Just he-
fore the war broke o a place had been found
for her in the mint at Washington, but she was

WMMMJJJf so umbskdded in her criticisms of McCleHan that

she finally was removed. Soon after this she
prepared a lecture which she called “The

National Crisis.” It made so strong an impres-

sion that she was asked to deliver it in New

Hampshire in the fall of 1862, when the Re-

publicans were having a hard time in the
elections.  She canvassed thé State with won-
derful success. She was then asked to go to

Connecticut, where it was not thought that the

party could win. It is probably not too much
to say that it was Anna Dickinson’s lectures
which turned the tide. She was taken up after
this by the Union League Clubs and sent hither
and yon as the cause seemed to demand, and
always with excellent effect. j
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>»7"\‘ Nese criticiem T Godlki o 1"""“"] er
artford in the fall of 62, s_ays that

B’ in

”3‘ Ly . = fectly, if at all; that she was oftep/incoherent;
e that the effective parts were afery youthful
o description of th F'ort_Donaldson

$ 20 and personal hits ainst the leading

Democrats But Anm D'ckmson had youth

Ilven Mr. Godkin £onsidered her a very re-
markable person, /It should be said that dur-
ing the war he made no criticism of her work .
X and- it was onl§ afterward, when she pug out a

% : ~very bad novel that he gave his opinioN that
e above all she netded to study and to refldct—
\ a most unpopular opinion at the time, unfoxtu-
e : nately. There is no question that if she hyd

received and foHowed judicious criticism, h
[upemeworrrisht-have-becn-rrerc-perTTIEN .
ﬂ@-a-eﬂe.r_m.ai—maag—be éer usefulness to the
Union cause in the war cannot be questioned.
There is another sxde too, that should not be
lost sight of. Anna Dickinson effectually ended
popular opposition in the North to women
lecturers. The people began to feel that if a
woman could render a patriotic service of this
kind, the day had passed when there should be
objection to her doing it. She may be said to
have ended the strucgglj begun twenty years

— before by the Grimké (Sisters, Lucretia Mott,

}) Lucy Stone and others for the rlght to the plat~
forn@ It was the old story over again of the

9\ service ?gonvlncmg@s in the long run it alwavsC

does f the need winning a right when agi-
tation alone would drag on “Forever.
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