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Caldwell,Idaho,Feb.5,1925,

Mrs Myra Hank Rudolph,

Warren,Ohio,
My dear Cousin:-By way of explanation let me say,that two years ago I
had a very serious break down, I had to zive up alil work for a long time.
About a year ago I began to improve,but there vere so meny things I had
set my heart on doing,that I was soon on the verge of another break
down,That meant another long rest,but I am better now.I have to be slow
and deliberate in taking up my work again, I have planned for manv
things,and sometimes,like the rest of the humen femilyl suppose I for-
get that I am flegsh and bdood,

My grandmother,Margaret Williams Hank Cherrington was fine in nar-
rative.She could tell a storvy in the most beauvtiful way.I do not think
she ever forgot anything,and her mind was stored with interesting rem-
iniscences. I used to think her home in W,Va,was 2 real fairy land My
imagination used to picture wonderful things.I knew where aer ugcles
lived and where the spring was, I knew where she gathered end pine
and where the deer licks were,and how the mountains piled up against the
sky. I was always coaxing for a story.I enjoyed nothing more than lis-
tening to the stories of her childhood home and the kindred.

I have never made any attempt at anything like genealogy,but there
are some points in which I have been,and am still,much interested. My
grandmother Cherrington's mother,Neney Smith Hank,died when she(my
grandmother C,) was a small girl, After that she was largely under the
care of her grandmother,Susannah Berry Hank,and I am reasonably certain
(yes,T arm certain) that Susanneh Rerry Hank was a Scotch woman, My
grandmothey u v, Scoteh words in her voecabulary,and I have heard
her quote Sﬁ?i?%ﬁ%%ﬂ%? Scoteh poetry she had learned from her grandmother
‘Susannah Berry Hank(not Margaret Berry Hank), I shall enclose a little
diagram that will make it easier for you to follow me.

I wrote Rev,J.Newman {=ark once,and Rev,J.D.Hank,and also hie son
J.D.,Hank,Jr, ,who was a teacher at that time in Chesapeake Academy,Irving-
tonﬁggggggter Co,Va, Both Rev,J . Newman and Rev,J.D.,said the Hanks were
of ¥s nationality,but after giving the matter some thought,he,Rev,

J . Newman,seemed to be inelined to accept the English ancestrv.

I copied the following from some family history that belonged to
Mrs.W.C.Halliday,a daughter of my grandmother's sister,Mary Hank Cher—
rington., I cannot back up all it says with actual facts,but I do know
it corroborates some things my grandmorhher told me, Here it is:

"John Hank of England married Margaret Williams of Wales,They set-
tled in North Wales Township,eighteen miles from Philadelphia.He had a
sister who married John Evans,They had a son Cadwallader Evans,Another
sister whose name is unknown,aarried a Mr_ Roberts.Their son,Job Roberis
was the author of the Pennsylvanis Fermer, Margaret Williams Hank,after
her husband's death,removed to Rockingham County.Her oldest son,John ,

a Revolutionary sonldier who fought in Trenton,Brandvwine,etc,,never mar-
ried.Caleb,the second son,died soon after his marriage,presumably without
heirs, The third and last son was Williams,and not wWilliam"

I believe this Willlams Hank was my grandmother,s grandfather who named
maxximk fher Margaret Willisms for his mother,The final "s" in the name
Williams could be so easily dropred. My grandmother said she was a fav-
orite of her grandfather,¥William Hank,and he named her for his mother,
Margaret Williams, ; 4

This I copied also from Mrs,W.C_ H's history: "The Hanks were Quakers
(that they were Quakers and the third son's name was Williams,instead
of William,came through Mrs,Alice Hank sStrother,from her father,John
¥illiam P _Hank) Reese and Daniel Daniel Williams were brothers of Mar-
garet Williams Hank", R 0

John William F.Hank was 2 son of William and Seneca Peal Hank,as
you will see,

I am sure from what my grandmother told me that the Hanks were Church
people,but I never heard her refer to any of them as Quakers,She said
her grandfather always sald that he and a friend of his,s Mr Ramsey,
were the first Methodists west of the Blu& Ridge Mountains, Her grend-
mother,Suesennah B, H,was a devout Secotch Presbyterian, She was a bible
resder and wovld walk miles on Sunday to attend services at her own
ohurch, She was much displeased when her two sons,WVillism andﬁg§$§i§n_

tered the Methodist ministry.



My grandmother often referred to John Hark,her grandfather?!s older
. brother,who wee & soldier of the Revolutionary war.8he remembered hinp,
e 3he said ha alvave wore brovn scorduroy,silver knee buckles and shos
buckles, she said her grandmother(Susannah B.Hank) often gave her those
e buckles to play with, I imagine a broken buckle or buckles,thet could
*\ no longer be used, Children annoved him and her grandfather built a
house or room on the same yard his own home wes on,in which he lived He
was @ oripple.He never married,

Peb_11-1925, A second chapter. I exchanged several letters with
J.D.Hank ,Jr.,a teacher at that time,in Chesapeake Academy. I shall quote
@ paragraph fror one of his letters,the only point in his letters that
would be of interest to you, He sald:

*I am a grandson of Rev.Jehu Hank,of West Va, Was 1t his father that
moved to Monroes (Co,,about 1790(?) I think it must have been,as George III
gave mv grardfather a grant--3000 2223 in Monroe Go, My grandmother has
the original charter unless it wae stolen with some othsr vapers a few
years ago."”

Are vou in possessiol. of this as a fact? T h21 never heard of this
bafore, As a descendent,his relation to William and Susannah B.Hank is
the same,I believe,as rouvs and as mine,(This statement is not correoct.
He is one ganeration closer) Thas removal of the Hanks from Rockingham
Co.Va.must have besw near this date, He sald he expected to visit the

. 0ld homestaed that vear, He thought if he coculd find the charter,he would
learn something about the original spelling of the name, He sald 1f he
found anything of interest he would write me, I never heard from him
again, I took up my work in music thst y~ar anc was away from home most
of the time., In a few years mv marriage followed. I have often wished
I had followed it up.

Grandmother C.told me of a visit her grandmother,Susannah B.H,,made
from Monros Co.%.Va.,back to Rockingham Co.Ve. ,accoupanied by her two
1ittle sons,David and Caleb, She made the trip on horseback. David rode
behind her on the horse (Ret she called it a "veast*.A.E,E.) and Caled
in her arms. Often the wolves followed her closely and looked up at them
with hungry eyes. Wasn't she courageous! It would be a "joy ride" now,but
to go back about one hundred and twenty-five years and make the trip on
horseback with her two small boysl!! with all our modern conveniences
we cannot even imagine what it was,but would 1t not be a wonderfal ad-
venture? and is it not great to have such ancestors?

I would be very glad,indeed,for a copy of John Hanks Revolutionary
war record.

I have no recollection of your father,but Maggie MeClure was my
name as a little girl,but after leaving the home achool I wanted a more
dignified(!) name,s0 I took my baptismal (my grandmother C.'s name) Mar-
garet, I am so far from my old home,that 1t seems really fine to be re-
membersd by some one as Maggie MeClure, Strangers everywhere about ne,

I almost forget that I wae not slways a "grown up". Does your father live
in Onio?

I would gladly send ycv my little book "Hank History",but I would
have to write so much by way of explanation, It will bs easler for meto
copy such items as will be of interest to you.

May be this is written in a somewaht desultory style,but is the Gﬂ
beet I san do now. Let me know 1f I have given you ary new thoughte, I 3
pay ¥iné fome other things that will bs of interers* '~ you., Am sorry I

i have been so dslayed in getting this letter to vou,
Very sincerely,
Margaret McClure Honnold,
214 Dearborn St.,

Feb,1%,1925, Caldwell,Idaho. "
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The above copy made from ths original by A.E.Ewing,
Grand Rapids,Mishigan,Feb, 25,1925,
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