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WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

roren o AeGe 314,83
(1-23-26) ORD

WASHINGTON

February 12, 1926.
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diiss Ida M. Tarbell,
120 East 19th 8treet,
New York, New York.

Dear liadam:

On January 27, 1926, I acknowledged the receipt of your letter
requesting certain information concerning the Union forces in the Oivil
War peried, particularly the Army of the Potomas up to about May, 1864.

I stated that it might be found impracticable to answer some of yeur ques—
tions, but would do all that I could to comply with your request. Notwith~
standing your generous letter of Febdruary lst asking me not to attempt to
respond to any of the questions that can not readily be answered frem dosu~
ments at hand, I have procesded with the purpose of answering as many of
the questions as possible. Following is the result.

l. As to the make-up 0f the Army of the Potomac in Maroch, 1864.
I find no roster of that army for that time that could conveniently be sent
you. However, full rosters of it for November 20, 1863, and May 5, 1864,
are printed in the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies,
Series I, the former in Volume XXIX, Part I, pp. 667-677, and the latter in
Volume XXXVI, Part I, ppe 106-119. The meke-up 0of the army on either of
those dates did not differ largely from that of March, 1864 Major Genmeral
G. G. Meade was in command of the Army of the Potomac on both of those dates.
General U. S. Grant was with it on the latter date, being then in command of
all of the Union forces of the United States.
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2. It is impracticable for me to state (a) the number of seldiers
that went into General Grant's Virginia campaign in May, 1864, that had been
with the Army of the Potomac from its first organization, or how many of
them, even spproximately, had previously been at either of the Bull Run
battles, or in the Peninsula Campaign or in the Fredericksbuyg and Chancel-
lorsville battles, or (b) what officers in the Union Army in May, 1864, had
been with it from the start.
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3. As to the voting of soldiers in 1864. At the Presidential
election of 1864, facilities were afforded by the War Department for the
voting of soldiers in the field, direstly or by proxy, under the laws of
the several loyal states. General Orders, No. 265, War Department, A¢GeO.,
dated October 1, 1864, promulgated regulations governing the voting of sol-
dierse I find no other regulations governing the method of taking the sel-
dier vote in that election. I am sending you & copy of that order under
separate covers
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4. As to the Confederate Major General John B. Gordon's facing
negro soldiers near the position of Custer's command on the day of Gemeral
Lee's surrender at Appomattox, C.H., April 9, 1865. I have feund mothing
among the offieial records showing expressly that when General Garden's
command made. its final halt at Appomattex it was facing negre seldiers,
but I have found nothing to preclude such a possibility. 0fficial reperts
are found tending somewhat to show that such was pessible. The Cenfederete
General Gordon was on that day in command of Gemeral Lee's Third Army lom.
and Brevet Major Gemeral George A. Custer was in cemmand of the Taixd [
Division of Major Genersl P. H. Sheridan's Unien cavalry. It sppears tht
the flag of truse raised there preliminary te the surrender of the Gonfed- {
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erates was delivered by General Gordon's comsand to General Custer, and that
there were several regiments of celored infantry in the immediate vieinity.
In his report of events of that day Genersl Sheridan states that one divisiem
of the 25th Corps (s part of the colored corps) asrived about daylight that
day at Appomattox Dopot. That force was doubtless the Second Divisiem, 26th
Corps, consisting of the First, Second and Third Brigades. The imdicatiens
are that ‘most of the regiments in those brigades were near the frent line at
Appomattox on that day, at least the 8th, 4lst, 45th and 116th Regiments
United States Colored Infantry. It is not improdable that seme of them were
in front of s part of Gordon's Corps. (See in the 0fficial Records, Series
I, Yol. ZLVI, Part I, the index under the names of the efficers mentiened,
and under "Union Troeps-Colered,"- name of each regiment.) -

With reference tv your suggestion that you be referred to sources
for approximete snswers to your questioms, I regret to say that I do not
know 0f any sources of information on gquestions marked herein as Ne. 2 ether
than the numerous and widely separsted lists of the officers of the Civil
War in the Regular and Volunteer Armies. I doubt that any such cemputasiens
have been made. T0 make them would involve an examination of the record of
every officer in the Civil War previeus to May, 1664. The mest convemieant
sources to you for such basic information would be the annual Army Registers
for the years 1861-1864, for Regular Army efficers, the Velunteer Army
Register, 1861-1865, for Yolunteer officers of regiments and companies, and
Heitman's Historiocal Register, for Regular Army officers, general efficers
and staff officdérs of all grades, which works are more fully deseribed belew.

I am pleased to cite below some publications that may be of value

to you in sny study of the Union Army during the Civil War, especially the
persommel thereof.

0f£ficial Rncord of the Union and Confederate Armies (loruh 1
to 130), and ths sccompanying Atlas.

Hoitman's Historical Register and Dictionmary of the Umited States
Army, (2 vols.). Contains list of all Regular Army efficers
and sll staff officers to March 2, 1903, besides considersble
statistical informatien. Prepared by a private compiler frem

official records; printed in the Gevernment Printing 0f£fice.

Volunteer Amy Register, 1861-1865. (In 8 nh.) Gontains lists (24 -
volunteer 0fficers by states. b
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5 Statistical Record of Armies of the United States (omz ),
0% by Frederick Phisterer. Oontsins useful lists and ml.u. :

Compiled from official records in the War w '

Politieal History of the Civil Was by Bdward MePhersen. Ooutains
copies of acts of Congress and other vnu'bh sam-m-.
A private publicatien.

Army Registers for the years 1061-1066. Centain lists Qf. Qtft-
‘COrse

Final Repert of the Prevost-iarshal-Gemersl (Brigsdier uunl :
James B. Fry) dated March 17, 1866. Meprinted im the 0ffi-
cial Records, supre, page 599, et seq. Mlates minly te
.the raising of troops; contains valusble lists nﬂ t.blu,
analyses and omntu. :

The works herein mentioned can doudbtless be oouultu in ; 14-
braries in New York City. Some of those issned by the Governmsnt ean Ob-
tained frem the Superintendent of Documents, Goverament. mnuu mm.

1 am sending you under separate cover unul pmm mm tht ‘
may be of use or interest to you, together with a copy of Generdl Wmo |
2658, hereinbefore mentioned. » !

Regretting my inability to be of more meterial uruu to you at
this time, I am, . ,
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Major Mrn,
The Adjutant General.
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