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Miss Ida M. Tarbell
120 Bast 19th Street
New York City

My dear Miss Tarbells

I am sending you some background faots hidden away in an article on what

it means to be a "good neighbor."” I am not sending it to you for the sake
of the article, but because it takes up the fields of health, child welfare, |
family welfare and youth guidance, and gives figures whioh may be useful to |
you if you develop your article along the lines of privately supported wel-
fare services. '

It occurred to me that you might prefer to write an artigle dealing with

old American ideas of neighborliness and modern ideas on this subjeot. It

would appear that there are several modern ideas. One is held by the man

who feels that pqing his taxes is all that 1s necessary to prove himself

a "good neighbor." Another idea is that "good-neighborliness" as oxprouod

in private social work is absolutely unnecessary; that, if a person has any-

thing in him worth saving, he ocan save himself. A third ides, cherished by .

many, is that if everybody takes oare of himself, that is all that is neces- |

sary. There are many other ‘viswpoints, as you kuow, but it seems to me that ~ae——
wé should tryo bring out the fact that if we preserve therRelghborly spirit

1n America we shall escape many pitfalls. This last depression might be at- |

tributed to a lack of neighborliness in business. This, however, I appre- |

clate, can be argued in other ways. s 1

I am really thinking "out loud" as I write you and wondering if it woulda't |
be possible in your article to show the importance of unselfish thought and
service for one's fellow men. Some of the finest things we have in America
have gromn out of this "good-neighbor" impulse, such as our public schools,
our hospitals, our nursing services, playgrounds, eto.
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