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BUREAU OF SOCIAL RESEARCH
.- R
CAROL ARONOVICI, DinecTon 65 EDDY STREET

~

PROVIDENGCE, R. 1. -

“nov. 11, 1920, -

liiss Ida M. Tarbell
Clifton Springs
How York
My dear Miss Tarbell:

I undorstand taat the numbor of nours for textile wéfESEE"'
in Rnode Island is tifty oight subject of course, to variations
such a8 tne trale mjght demand, In the cass of womsn workers, we
have a fiftyéix nour limit but that does not prevent manutacturers
drom starting —ork at ¢:30 in tle morning and continuing until six
o'clozk at ni nt, Tuis is particularly true ‘in the Olneyville‘
section wvaiere tie Atlantic !/ills at this presont tinme, employ women
from a quartsr to sevsn uﬁtil six o'clock at night.

You can swe t.srefore that our fifty-six hour limit is
practically useless {ro. tlhes atandpoint of preventing fatigue and
givas tis awployst an opportunity to =mploy wormen tor a limited
nuaher of dave a wank with a aigher number of hours,during a ionger

noriod sack day ani paving nractically the sa.e wages,

It .as been impossible tor :.e to secure infomation re-
raraing the Woonsock~t t-nements whieh I prouised to secure for lNr,
Doy ian, out I am quite cectain that workers in Mr, Lippitt's mills’b

@

ars living % .3re at the »Hresent time since ths tunements ars so

near taz nilis and the Supsrintendent of Healtn of Wwoonsocket has

told mo that it i3 occupioid by r¥rsnch Canadian failies,




If you havs not alrsady looked into the natter of strikes .
and lock-outs in the textils industries, I think it wou1d be»3““'

wortin your while to 10 so and you will tind that the textile

industries have been kept in check against organizations tnrough

smploynent of toreignexs and women.

ir, Webh has sant you all his rupofts and you will find
information on strikes in the report tor 1907,

Yours very sincerely,
L]
W%MV!%

Dirsctor,
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