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WOMAN'S COMMITTER

Lo My .

COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

March 28th, 1918
1814 N Srazsy NW.

Miss Ida lle Tarbell,
General Delivery,
Wlaxahachie, Texas.

iy dear lliss Tarbell;-

I sent you copy of my report this wceke. It seems scanty, but I can
assure you that we have done plenty of worke, Our chief difficulty just
now is that we cannot get around to all thedp is to do. These conferen~ °
ces are very upsetting to any schedule,

The vomen in Iniustry Confercnce was guite interesting, as much so
as the Food Conference =nd more so than the Child Welfarg conference,
althoush we can out out less about it, s some of the legates were
rabid socialists. Liss Dreier and lrse X obins said yhteresting things
which would hardly do to ,ublish., llIrs. Taylor had a/representative
here and insists upon publishing thems Hrs. Field fs rmuch troubled
about it, and I am ¥waitin- for the reledse, as Lirf, Field said she
should certainly tell her th:t she could net 0. if it. Lirs. Field was
called up on the 'nhone, and ixrs, Jueylor read hef a long screed which
Irs. Field thought wes bad Holicy to havd appegfe Nothing has come in
this mornin~, but the rcleascs are usuzlly about three days late in
reaching uses As several other llewspaver people were oresent at the
time these indisecreet things werce suid, it i¥s5 quite possible that some-
thing may appear. It will give the Coumcil food for thought, but I am.
not disturbed. I told everyouc to submit their cstories, and if they
do not do it, my skirts arc clecre DThe ublic Ledger, Ue. Po and Ae Po
all sent representutives, wnd several mucazine writers showed upe

should be run, lottins the wamen themsclves do the talking. Dr. Peixotto,
iirs. Richards and Liiss Jynon made short talks, and Colonel Carr of the
Ordnance Department also told cbout the demand Tor workers which they .
coull use, mostly clericale

I have not been able to ©ind o weckly story to mnil from here the
list woek or twoe It has been simply the pres.. of other thingse With
each ~f these confecrences we hive tried telenhoning correspondents about
the pcople who werc herc. umxcept in the case of the larger vavers, and
the women with the most prominent nomes, it hos not seemed to work par-
ticularly welle .c notificd at leist cight papers that lirs. Raymond -
Robbins was here at irs. inchot's, but I am not certain that any but the ;
Chicago Tribune even took any intereste Lirs. Thomas Robbins of Philadelphia
was interviewed; liiss Icinan of Declaware, an%jeveral others about whom
we are uncertain. Mot OrL '
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I am still baffled by the Child welfare publicity, Ve ecannot get out
of Dre. Peixotto the active news which would take the wire. She is- .
called the "individualist'" here in the office, and she seems inclined to
depend upon the Children's Bureau for & good deal of her pu‘blicity. I R
am not sure that Dr. “cixotto's scale of doing things - ordering cir-- .~~~ o
culzrs by the hundred thousand, etc., is not a very good one for the
Committee to try out, at least once. I do not think that we have been
working on & generous enough plane, On the other hand there is no assurance
that there will not be a tremendous lot of waste. Her apparently exaggerated -
orders have played yery seriously to the disadvantage of this department. =~
Mhoum M@Mv hat was bein: done in the Councl1l work room, The
Hews Létter lists were not stenciled, with the result thet our circulat-
ion has been held uve 2here are about three thousand names in the.worlk
roompow, and I an tryins to ersuade r. Hell to get these dome before gl
anything elses l!r, Hall is & very conscienctious and capable little : o e
fellow but has not cnough help. '

lliss Patterson scys that when the whole dlfflcultv of getting our *,
orgenization lists untangled is over, she will send z letter to the Coumll
asking for additional help for Mr. Hall, In the meantime it seems t®.
me that we are losing an opoortunity. I sAe Miss Batterson
about this but am afraid that it will not g,et attended to far a couple '
of wecks anyhowe This is really detrimental because if we want to prove "
our worth to the. ouncil we should certainly use up as fast as we legltinntely B
cany the twenty thousond circulation they have allowed use Some of the '
states hurried to get in their lists, and arc still waitimg for the News
Lettery Iilinois for instamce. The sbéebe—ef condition exasperates me,
think with justice,

Dr. Peixotto has changed her mind about the nﬁessny of having alz

cipeulars sent direct to the ‘ublicity Chairmen.,/ lirse itunford, in California
@»fzh(tmt tie . .terial Dr. Peixotto sent to the Child Welfare Chairmen wes

10t sent direct to here. .herever the State Chairman is not on the job,
naturally there is 2 loss of from threc or four days to ten days or two
weeks before the “ublicity Chairmen get the informution, I think it is
absolutely essential that the letter you drzfted while here the last time,
be sent out, I am sending you a copy of this so that you may tgke it

up direet with liiss ratterson by letter, if you are not caming -dovm.. I have
argued the matter with her, but she does not sce ite I know that if we.

are to depend unon the ~ublicity Chairmen, somehow we must get them their

material pranstly, meking it incumbent upon them peske®s to secure the consent
of the “tate Chairmen before using the material, as you sugszest. v

With love,

PUBDIC I?Y DEPARTME KD
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