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January 31, 1929

¥y® Worthington C. Ford
lassachusetts listorical Socliety
Perway, Boston, lasce.

My dear ¥Mr Fords

Your letter of January 24, eent to me af Enox
College, reached me yesterday, and at the same time I received 'the
printed matter. Thank you for the trouble you took in sending me
the material. Moy I not ask that if you make any further oommonta
you will let me have a copy of what you say?

I was much interested in your article con the Lincolne
Scephens letter of January, 1860, printed by Judd Stewart and by
Tracy., I alvways had a queer fesling sbout tiat letter but naver
attempted to follow it up. I accepted it because of the source ;
from wnich it came to ne. You seem, however, to make out & COum 4
plete case against its authenticity.

As to ilenry Whitney Cleveland, what I know of hin is
soon tolde. I came acroes him ir Louisville, Ky. in 1895 vhen I
wa8 collecting material on the life of Lincoln, Col. Re T Durpett,
who had at that time the largest colleotion of Kentuocky documents and
printed matter tnat I had seen, suggested that I employ Henyy Whitney
Cleveland to copy certain doouments that I wanmted. Ny recollection
now is that Thomas 8peed of the Filson Club, the author of the firet ;
study, so far as [ kxnow, of the ¥Wilderness Road, vouched for Cleveland. 4
At all events, he was a person that Col. Durrett was willing to allow
in his library.

As it was necessary for me, under the sirounstances in
which I was working, to have at eaoch point of interest a correspondent
to collect meterial, the HcClure's Lagazine arranged with Cleveland
to carry out any investigations that I might think advisable. Ve
wvanted fac similes of the marriege bond und marriage returns which
wore in the onurt house at Springfield, Vashington County, and 1 asked
Cleveland tc meake tracings of them. This he did. .

le also mede a tracing of various other documents, such as
the appointment of Thomas Lincoln as road surveyor(p. 42 of my "Barly
Life.") Thie I had unearthed in Elizabethtown, and was particularly




o)
o
0Q
=
=R
[a—
Y
=
o
(]}
o
S
-}
(-}
et
=
()
o
Py
(N
o
H
o
U‘.
o,
@)
=N
o
e
.
@]
P
%)
O
?
\O
=~
JJ>
>
o
0,
(D)
o
=
<
@
o,
o
oQ
(¢
-
o
—
o
bam g8
o
-
g9y
=i
-
o
a1
<

2

interested in this because it was the first intimation thﬂ&ﬁi‘ﬁgﬂg
nad that Thomas Lincoln had any standing in the communitys. -~ =

Now, it was necessary for us in the Journalistic tromte
ment we were giving to the material gathered, to have the'd &a
clear enough for the genersl reuder to understand what they
all about. Take the marriuge bond which is reproduced in :
first volume, facing p. 16, and you can see thal that woul
1ittle or nothing to the average magazine reader. We wants

stand out in such a way that it would mean somethinge and € ga;aﬁala

tracing wae photographed. I have no doubt that some one An
department went over this photograph carefully, strengtheni
lines. That was one necessary step to get the result that
in our reproduction of documents. Of course it made someth -
ferent from the tracing, something different from the originsl doous
ment3 the bond, marriage return and tue little appointment ag .road
surveyor are all carefully authenticated docunents, '

Tow, a8 to tue marriage certificate of Thomas Lincoln and
Wancy !lanks., I had no reason to suppose that Cleveland was not an
nonest man, backed as he was by Col. Durrett and neubers of the
’{lson Club. T mccepted the certificate in good faith., But where
or how e got it I do not krows For all I know he may have manie
factured it e« Barton thirks he did, but I doubt if he, any mors than
1, could prove that he did or tiat he did not nanutacture it.

There must have been correspondence about the dogument at
the time: but if eo it han all baen destroyed. I was carrying on the
work for HecClure's agasine and letters and doouments belonged to thenm,
Tnat magazine changed hands nearly twenty yearse ago, and I"tried at
that time to get hold of the Lincoln ccrrespondence and the originals
of our {l1iustrations, such os the Cleveland tracings, I was told,
nowever, that they had all been destroyed.

There is a bare possibility that I may have somewhere in.
my Lincoln papers one of Cleveland's tracings., Tnese are patked BWAY
many of them in the country, and it is quite lmpossibie for we now to
make a search for it. ' ™

You ask if Cleveland is etill alive. I think nots He was
an elderly man, as I remember, when I met hiu in Louisville. ¥y dme
pression is that at that tive he was hard upe Indeed, if I dd not
mistake, Col. Durrett told me that he needed work. I am writing to:
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to an acquaintance of mine in. Louisville, who may be able
me something of the man. If I get .any information I sh
to pass it on to you. | -

1 shall be glad, too, to know what you learn,

it you propose to follow him up. I should like particul
whether or not the marriage certificate was a bogus documer

S8incerely yours




