Areiqi] Jena|jad 969]10D Ausybe|lVv ‘v¥6T-068T ‘U0NIB][0D |[304EL ‘N BPI 8YL "TTOZ ‘obew) [enbia

Qutline of Lincoln lecture - 1924

Perhaps the greatest thing that has come out of the Var =
and it is a very great thing indeed = is the honest search that men
everywhere are giving themselves and their institutions. The appalling
gulf between what mankind has been dreaming that it was doing and
what it actually has done - and perhaps worse still, has not been
able to do in the last ten to twenty years - for we must not forget
that for many years before 1914, what we call the "Great var" was
hanging like a black cloud over us and we were unable to dissipate
it. VWhy do we dream so highly and realize so poorly? Where is the
weak point in out creations? The frank facing of the exhibits of
humanity have been wholésome in the humility that they have aroused
in honest men. They have been helpful in the fact that it has made

us willing to turn for help to thoae whom the world has regarded as

wipa - th93¢~whq'not only had faith in hgﬁﬁgﬂty’sehgghest dreams f

/

buﬁ?havqjhad atnength gf brain aqd chfractgr to anarpra; 1ntqppctual
practicp. make~roality of some porQ}gn a@ those QFeamg fh@re ié
no one.iq tne history of thls 1and fbr egample to thoaemof\uﬂb!ho

feel the despair and tne humiliatlon for mankind in the last ten
L \) )

years but yet preserve faith in the power of mankind to do for the /

] -‘
Al
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Linc oln.

There is a general faith in Abraham Lincoln ae ..;

i should come out with a reaxmination. Would I find thomu

in intellect and heart as I had believe d him twenty years ago?

m.om, Q,gn&_ttnstfiod by his experience? And wnu !
ﬁﬁ.a" this .roﬁination as worthy the study of men and w "
wanted above all things to give the best of themselves to '
_wctelud world, helping it to sounder thmkm, more r ‘j’
0h&rﬂ&b1t coﬂmntim one with mthu'? i
; All I need say is thlt I hl.'u gent- lﬂ
' am nis 1ife, more




: thn history of democracy in this world offers no u:yonont 8o m ‘l
'Vuon and women as Abraham Lincoln, nor in all the history of n-uu'i“‘"ﬁ
h:'n we one that offers a riner model for human re].n.tionn.

One conviction that I have carried away from this !’rtﬁl li

stronger than ever, is that any attempt to make a hu'az.l & &m ot
.l..ineoln is a profound mista.ke. The idolizing of him, the :l.mttm .!
him is not what the world needs. What the world needs to -u in Lin
is how much a man can make of heart and brain if he will set W'
for life to that task. That is, how a human brain, even mer M.* cal
adverse circumstances, qé.n be developed to the thing which :I.lml )

in life, and that is right thinking - how a gharacter can beriuﬁni‘A“
no matter what the ‘8ituation, will have the rigor and the '111
to swo up its conduct with that thinking.

The best of Lincoln - the real. glory of the man mﬁ M
1nhlrd.tnneo that he passed on to us is his manhood - he m-
best of us ,' and he did it by natural, human means, so tm ‘
_' faith and understanding of human nature and its power ,m ud;
-'13 without cynicism, lurchingly, cannot but feel that the "

:tm in him is the tnlptra.t:lon to more vigorous m

i u, feeling, acting.



I take it that most of us would feel thlt today m”

sense of those that think profoundly. those who ham umd{
over tho prount. situation of the world hark back ulnoﬂ m;.
different system of education, something that will make more of

minde and hearts.

But how educate? How make Abraham L:anolal? m de
ploplo. that iakge bolerance, pstionco, humor, m-u;v. tm
vsluu, sympathy for human beings, together with a NIRM‘
no self-interest or lmb:ltion would throw out of gear? - M

primarily in facing facts, mastering them, nstura‘lﬁ_&n; You ‘

and getting out of them the truth of the thing? How are we &
man as that? That is the world's chief mn.. today- m

"?- i. was no accident. !hou who went bcfon m
x.m.xn tw which thcy have had scant credit #q ti



Mﬂ thm‘olvu free of whatever Puritanical 1ntohrulwo m
S started with. They worked themselves free from hatred of m
the grandson of the first lived among Quakers - hia children m
=" ‘Quakers. They worked themselves free from the Puritan lutm of Bag
and _‘boo'uu Bmuta. They kept the love of the soil, the faith ta i‘

v and went udu' all the privations of helping to open new sections if

; cmmtry - Nn J crney, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana m uw
" nois. Everywhere thgy went they planted aonothing - -omnmm -
.}"'-_ﬁ'oucht' themselves into the civiliaation. ‘rh.q were free men. m m'
.- power going into the making of Abraham Lincoln gcnerut:len by

'_nuon- of religious fresdom, personal liberty, free oppcztm[_

ﬁ- boy Lincoln first came to face the story of the making of m .

“uu creed - the Declaration of Independence; its Constitutien - m inst
mt dwind. to carry out these notions of opportmi!. fm
num. Be Ned in Mis Bloed something which helped him em th



; p“o.int for us to ro:l:lzo is that this young Lincoln, meiling over tht 00!-
Btitution the Declaration of Independence, the war of the thllutl -
coming in close contact with men who had helped in these enterprises -
never viewed them as rda.lizat:l.ona, comple‘téd things. He understood tm

_this was an undertaking, an experiment S which he believed - and m. 1 o
‘think, he had the advantage of most of us. We are so much further avay |
that that many of us gome tp -MhoﬂcndetothttueﬁamP with thouttn
that what we have is a perfect scheme, that to criticize the scheme .t
dmdrscy is profane: That is, that it is a complete realization. hwt, '
as we get older and we come up against the failures to r'o.lts‘ the &M
there is great danger of cynicism, of revolt. |

Lincoln was saved this experience because he grew up ':I.th
fhe understanding that the business of the citizens of his time m _
to work out the promise in the scheme. His faith was not in what he
saw about him of the workings of democracy, it was in what he b.lacm

could be made out of the scheme if men put themselves to it with w
standing, with resolution, with a determination to secure for t _:_';_:" el
the opportunity that hard as was his position, the way was in m
of the thing. To him his great zest came frog the fact that he g-.
Lincoln - farmer's boy,‘ had a chance to prove there m 8 othing

',“MW!“"‘"’ Independence. He was not ukxng that the I :
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Independence hand him an easy berth - he was not asking for an easy berth.
nis pride was that under that Vegclaration he could go to work to prove
himself a man, and prove that its promise was not sterile to those who
would do their part.

VMoreover, Lincoln had given something of himself which
too many of us do not realize today, which somehow does not get into the
blood of our youth as it should, tna.tMcracy is to beg workedout,
realized, made good, i(/raquires a’certain kin of omm

never will be done by a ahj,;t‘ting ) a lying, a solfioh,, an, hﬁ:ocritical man;j
?

L8 | .!L!.]'l

that 1t Span ik 22091 13379 the, fact,; t.l(at i {equir /3 entma iotegz_l'iy 0
of intolleot. -a.nd\h.ea.rt Jand tha.t it reguirea &millingness t.o bgcrii‘:qu
one's own imbitio\no conatam:lyb'&'whbr than touhacrifioh\ohar&otork In the
mind of Abrahamminc_olnr"- uhara.o‘tér was an cssent fail of aembéﬂa‘?&%
realizatioms 38N ) NN N AT ks QYR

sow, how did he égt-;tkia? I ndnk tmi'tn&éo_ris ng” @oubt

tnat that is the thlng that Abraham Lincoln got out of the Bible. Remember,
JHQ,; GJV _}“r, La-'"

(=]

“tn 'BYP1e Was thé hand‘oook of ewvery household. ~ The church was the chief

n

social, the chief probéeavd,) Vtle chief regulating institution: ¥ on’ B

to read your Bible, you hkd {E hear it disguosod :Lt as the text book of

||
1 NAUNE LY SIS~

the communityA Ha.ny men o*" course got libtle more than chuzﬁ;c%x dootr:l.nes
- - . N A -

out of it - narrow sectaria.n doctrine. The dootrinaire Christianity seems



Ateiqi Jenaliad 691100 AusyBally ‘v¥6T-068T ‘UONIBII0D [|2GHeL "IN 8Pl 8L ‘TTOZ ‘abew [enbiq

-

« JUobedzor 4: od &I -JBTUﬁuBL Il Jsgd  blwordas 3t ss divoy Two o boold

1
J ~ :3 A h\.r. ) I':n
er;\_!‘) 5 g )\.N » 3 “‘\IJ A \-«,N N w, Al \\_’LJ’ \

hfmq LaoiJixW

- r8dostsdos o dadd uisiteo™s asxtupet ‘i Dooy ebsm  bexllsex

Iraiat L0

Ff‘%mrﬂ 810

obuf&*unaazaA Yo balm
W ‘&,auw\ e M M“,&o@a Ao s 150
m qug e Db wod ,wou k

‘ngnemeﬁ o LdIE ofd Yo Iwg Jop nlooukd medetdA fsdid nuidd %;iuél Jend Jsid

Tokds

To Mood

smesk ¢linslttalixna) exisnixdoodb odT .enixioob

Niwmuivw@q~r
o oY saw doxbiio oY .bloddauol Bl

bed UOYM&

A85h<F00

Ixagd

Loxuo migdd exom oLl You satwon o
MM&ﬁmmm




'_mlu to ltko a locioty based on the brothtrhood of m thﬂ-{‘”

.. h hﬂu a cortn:ln kind of m to do 11; “that thoy mt h
nﬂ. M and mammon too, oo&orutive men , 1nspir¢d 'by tho

_'yc even so to them," - charitablo men, 1mr:l.rod w:l.th th. B'

.dietm, "Love your .nqn:l.er bless thdn that curse ywz _u-

-'-.th.t hate you; and pray for them that duﬁ efully use m

Abraham Lincoln reached manhood ﬁré v&h fﬁ‘ﬁ in
ma &-nruy. And democracy to him was utmtuy uln
; 'umnxu notion of society, that is, men nrxim_w




-tehrin« direct dealing, codperation, eharitf.

There was no question of his failing of mcm !
a8 a citizen towards these conoeptiona - he had got to do h:ll M
make them real. The field he had chosen was that of public mm |
was a natural politicia.i; V\'};Te?e was where he vmted to 60 m
it is most significant the way he began.

Nothing demonstrates the coﬁrsgc, the d.arilng of tm _' o
than that he, at 23, being what he was, with the o:poﬂanei tm
had, should boldly come out and orror himself for tho ul&!ﬂ!‘ .!‘
It would not have been surprising, fired as he was with thst ideal
his period, that he should have talked his theories, u;mm
stitution, bogun outside and depended upon oratory and cnt-j n
Never was an idealist more convine.d that the service ta ylw
pends upon the dogrn to which you can realize it at your own
shat 1s, he sought his issue right where he was, not in the 1} :
at home. :

What did New Salem, his tom to which he was .rru
need more than anything else? Not eloquence or thcwin. 1
way to get its produce to market. And there was a r:l.m ull
ma. Hence the issue of this young would-be pubns m
.h?m«n the Sangamon r:lnr navigable? - lmgthins m"
l w prmiso of ﬁnnm rm 'hn'l he was. ¥



He remained to the end this sort of a llllim 4

work ‘with that which came to your hand. One of the ym
m day, particularly to the women who are coming anto )uhm
: -u you are to be a great citizen, or 1!' you are to ‘u a

thl‘i the place where your work should begin and m it Im r

is where you are. It is less in upeunding doctrines than !#

‘that led Lincoln to believe that anyone who-called himself
was bound by that profnl:l.on to advance in every way thl
brotherhood, t of fr“dom of action, frndem of llti, _
understand how one who professed Christianity could baiMc‘;f

vhen he became the rocognized leader in Illinois against t

slavery nothing disturbed him more than that out of 23 mini

'Bpin;ﬁcld his home town 21 voted against h!.n! How ow
 and believe in the Bible? llow did they read the Bible?
He took his issues -hor. he. fmmd them - at m*?

JWh,g on thm he m nlowly working out a Mﬁh of ﬂ.



methods of politics, which as a code and technique 10‘ him mtl ﬂ m
te d.foat as they did to victory. |
| I!‘.I.a principles forbade any invasion of the thing that hrl i
any obscuring of what he proposed to try to do in case of an clnottuu»
was at pains to explain his point of view which por.nnj.au.y w
colleagues - afraid of rrankneaa- He qas Quixotic in his lonnc Qf’tii
right of a rival candidate, and while he very strenuously inliltl‘ :
took his own right,, never consciously did he invade that of an Ll
. His technique had to develop from experience. He bn&nn.niltt-f.
a bointrous period where at times you got®Par politically by l ever
norseplay as you did by argument. Men loved those who made th-qﬁ;‘._gi}ﬁ
and Lincéln learned from his experiohoc in ovcrﬁork:lng 1”0031:‘5.; m
.1nltanco. at ihich he was a past master. He carried it 80 rlr Ii uﬁﬂ
time that it resulted in his being challenged to a duel - a tﬂﬂl Ih@ﬁh
was all but fought, friends interfering at a moment when the eﬂn!uliim#Q:
| raccd each other, weapons in hand - weapons which Linooln hnd.b.ani:’“”” :
to choose, he being the challenged party. His ohoico showed tﬂi&;[  JM
in the most -orious”momont, his his sense ;f humor dohurt.hahp:  .
5 _,wth & little man - could walk underhis arm - and he chose b:

of the lonsngt and broadest description, with !hioh tafxf.

RO R T e ‘h*hu liﬁﬂﬁn



‘tion of the cwmmunity, and he learned his lesson !’.r t_*

of his was held all the rest of his life in severest M
great ‘provocation. |
It is a very sound and growing nature tm“i

cmnd of a vn.pon whj.eh will arouse publiec lm” M
its own, which will throw an enemy into confu:l.m. nn uu.
control it, seeing the larger evil that may come out nt n. |
de developed, too, a sense oI political pmm Qt

man might and might not do in public campaigning, unus unl ttt m
and he was capable of turning this sense of propriety CMM t':
opponent in so neat a way that it went down in the histery # '
politics. He had against him atone period in T1lineis that
pioneer preacher, Peter Cartwright. Peter had a habit of m 3
paigning and revivals. One night during a campaign Mr. i.&.
in where he was holding a revival service, sitting down u
church. Cartwright had reached the point where he was “M
forward to the mourners' bench, and spying ur-: muooln',.'hh'_f
personal call on him.
"Come forward, oonf.ou your sins." Lincoln m
Cartwright, exas exasperated, finally cried m.

eming to the Lord, where are yu goin‘, "L 2 MW
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The tail form slowly unfolded. "Brother Cartwright," he said,
“I am going to Congress."

Later, some of his friends, astonished at his timerity, said,
“Well, you put him in a hole." "I didn't do it for that," Lincoln re-
plied seriously, "I did it because Ididn't propose that the religion of
vesus Christ should be made an issue in this campaign."” [Q¢@4{

No wonder that opponents came to fear one whose integrity of
thinking, scrupulousness of conduct, was accompanied by a merciless and
instantaneous dissection of a political trickhor unfair procedure-

One of the most characteristic features of code and technique,
developed almost at the start of lLincoln's public career, was the fact that

he would never keep still about a question or a practice which he considered

wrong. @imﬂ.m H%‘nﬁtﬁg u&r@gsm:; 3e &rﬂggme& Mmﬂ me
to a method ot hm’}l‘lh\%“‘bhﬂ“ otng’*) ;,Eli Mitﬂar&ﬁm‘\%
nigyP dhdegte bout wmmmnmm wnm&wmm

f)

in his ‘ﬁ@&éﬁv Ve ‘the statm:dent "'!fhis :l,hJ nmﬁ}tdﬁgl mﬁe*“ovrmﬁd' y

in his very firet term in the legislature, when he waa still undd# thirty -
a moment when it looked easy to wreck his future, he inaisted,whan the
assembly of the State rebuked abolition speecies zand agitation in Illinois,
on prefacing the resolution,to which he practically agreed, by the state=-

ment that nothing of that kind should be passed without being preceded
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by a rﬂ.nk statement that slavery was wrong in nm&u W *
in hio Judgment , abolition toachings and wmm as li“-_. 0

. more harmful than helpful. , .
| I find many people wllo haveinot realized tm | ‘
"ruur grappled with the slavery question and a m'ut“ﬂ. eth
it before he was faced with slavery extension. Lincoln ll'!l' up
slavery agitation. He got his first notions of the m &1’ tt £
'ratm - the much abused Thomas L:I.nooln - a strong utmm“
etﬂd not ueapc it in the country and in the days in which H”
If you were fired with the sentiments that inspired him you h
.;rfmd evolved some way by which to handle it. _ _
Nobody more devoted to lawful processes than leu!.m i

~ wrong existed under our institutions, one of the gLorifofl_\ .r _
: ‘tions was that you had free spuch you had the hmct. rm
fight against it, and he so believed in the rmm r
'-.boim. their teachableness, that in the long run they m e
_to rouse thm-olves to do the r:l.ght thing, out(m it



But there were those that had no such respect for ldv ll Bpnu

ey et
 stitution, whose hatred of slavery had come to be hatred of thn- '

" who were tolerating slavery, who saw wrong remedied hy rtchttns lld Iﬂi h' i
; Ovolution; nnd these people - a kind that we nlvnys have with us = t.lnni 3
_::that ¢rou’ which we know as Abolitionists.

You get such a group and you always intensify the group at tha
-1 other ond or the scale, - the obstinnto satisfied, lolfiah greedy grtlp.
f'!hpro were in the South such slave holders - not by any means thn “‘J"i‘,(:.hﬁ
?; There was a strong feeling against slavery in the South before the hlttgnb,g“
f nesses of the 50's and 60's became so intense. Linooln”all-tn&krfih-i ::'“ 
;_through the growth of these two extremes the gradually punsins away of

E slavery by evolutionary methods, in which he profoundly b‘li""a "'&‘ “ L

prevented. Early in the 50's he said that in the South there was ‘the

E group that for the salks of extending and p.rpetuting slavery were m»
E.'r1¢1olling what he called the 'White Han's chnrtor of froodem. thl '
ﬂ_doelnrasion that 'all men are created rroc and oqull' while in thc,lﬁwﬁh
5 there was a group that, rather than that alamory should continll-itj _T ; ﬂ
{ villing to shatter into gragments the union of the Statcﬁ, t@qutg..
*Q_its now vcncr;tcd Constitution, and even burn the last oo’V or lhl

But, devoted as Lincoln was to conetituzional and ltgll,

gt'hnndling slavery, convinced that in the 1on¢ run 1t cculd-' |



when he saw the rules, as you may call them, of the game mm,
that the compremises on which he depended for c-rrytns out ot thn—janu i
for ond:lng slavery, about to be repealed, he rose in wrath and, 1
ef his interest, political and prorou:l.onally, threw himself lntl tm

great fight to stop the brea.k:l.ng down of the barriers against tm

: which he had always considered so evil. If those barriers be m,
| his wholo scheme for putt:lng an end to slavery was shattered. On ihl
contrary. it meants its aproa.ding over the whole land, a thing to m M '
knew the North would go to war rather than endure.

Here is your man - pacific in every fibre of his being, tmu
tlu start by a situation which he realized as any one can see vho ml .

read him closely, might mean war. 8Should he fight the wrong and imh! m

the consequences that he saw werein the fight? He never h.uitaﬁgd___ﬁ;:!f
fight against the extension of slavery took six of Abraham M.ueola‘l
years, and thecquality of intellect and of moral fibre ,thtoi_x hpm
f } is, 1n__m Judgxgent, 'om of the gru.tut examples of ¥
“needs mtizm that we have. For it is in those ymt
what so few of us do when a great question confronts us, s
with its materials, thought it out, droveit dows beyond 5o Joi

~ gument, onto the bed rock of moral right and wrong, as W
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politics can be driven, for every question of politics in the last analysis
is a question of right and wrong, and the man who fails to get it down

to that bed rock can never be anything more than a superficial citizen and

a superficial leader. The great exhibit that the man gives us in these
years is that of a man wrestling night and day with a problem, and a problem
whose solution might lead into war itself.

In this struggle you find a constant development both of his
political code and technique. He grew more and more resolute and inflexible.
That frankness which was of the very bottom of his expression became greater
rather than less, that seriousness where the question of the full meaning
of democracy, full freedom and opportunity, was concerned - the question
of character as he conceived it, all of that, were more and more obvious

to the immense groups that followed him, and to the couantry to which his

il ad- ?wmma{w “N{a&%
(77

_ 1t fight agaxnst the extension of
slavery. And as President he was at once faced with that situation which
he had realized for years was in the fight - the determination of the
South no longer to put up with Northern interpretation of its peculiar

institution - to go it alone - make a separate country.

For years Lincoln had had one answer to tureats of secession



‘which he had heard in and out of Congress -."'0 won't m out d w
Union, and you shan't." : L
- How prevent thﬂm? Nothing but force. Was it Ibrth.ﬁﬂl |
. There were plcnty of good ploplo in the North =
done their utmost for years to create this situation that, ¢
_the logie of it, dis-union, said, "Let them go." But there was & de
thing in Abrthnm Lincoln than even his hatred of llwm - i‘l WJW;
faith in Unioniem, his a.beoluto conviction that its p«m
the only hono of free govermncnt in the world and that fm
was the only hope of dta'trﬂing wrongs like slavery, and um

that threatened the full promise of the American scheme. Bz
union, say that people could not peacefully rule tma*u.. ';
I new birth to au'i:ocratic government, you noqt only uuuum
at your sido for good and all but you guaranteed its
parts of the world. All that had been the mﬂr.tton ot m'
"-mlu down is secession succeeded, and he would not m-'_w,
were to have freedom in the future, then theymust mruuq.,”
lmrifioo of war. And he 'nnt to it.

| And here we gct a new Lincoln - one of pm
"m and women ambitious to be citizens or leaders of



" had been threatened, and that was the secession of a

part of the Union.

With the election to the presidency, the m '

had occupied his almost exclusive attention for six m . M :
extension of slavery - was suddenly :-.u..m to a m m. ;
He had realized throughout the entire struggle that what he -
to be a small group' of southcrnor- would, in case of ﬁl m
the movement against the extension of slavery, attempt m.
had given one answer to that for several years: *We won't go Oﬁ ﬁ- :

the Union, and they shan't." Hies election resulted ! h ﬁi :

The political breadth and flexibility of & man's mind is
quokly‘dononotrated under such circumstances. We hummn
few public men who have devoted years-with great effectiveness {

notorin; one problem, who, when the sweep of events

problem to second place and brought to the front as & m M n

at that moment dealt with a problem of different m. m
to re-adjust themselves. Their n:l.ndl had become so set, w
victions so hardened, that they could not realize M m.“
they had given so great a part of their lives must H m
their ymra turned to dealing with oou&mv- u, m

had given scant attention. They will not m the



They are like a general who having pro;parod himself to ﬂm
left flank of tho enemy refuses to wage war on the right. _
- quickly poroo.tvod that his ground had shifted, that he mm
not.polit ion, that his mind must grapple with a new prebm? ,“
had been finding historical, economic, political and mﬂ. -um
against the extension of slavery, he must build up. the em

locouion. It meant great labor, but he did not quail bcfmml
labor. His notion of our scheme was 8so 1..1'3. that he saw ﬁ Qﬁ” -
which many of his collea.guu refused to see - that Unimhl
the keeping back of slavery. To his m;nd not only the 0?1_1 ﬂ'
but all other evils attacking man's free opportunity were i
not only of being perpetuated but of increasing if the “mia
stroycd. Free government everywhere would be set bn.ok for

tions, perhaps centuries, if the present attack on it was allowed t

succeed. Anything then, even war, which would prevent tmm

to human hopes must be faced. ’ e G
What it cost Lincoln to resolve that it lhouiQ‘ Mﬂ ﬁl’

there could be no other way no onol has, I think, ndoquq‘“l)‘.'i?

If ever a man was a pacifist in soul it was this man. And

pmotu‘tien of free institutions, for the sake of thn

. the wrlﬁ. was to him so much abovc the tmm :



‘alienated many of those who had been with him in the fight
the oxtm:l.on of slavery. |
There was Grnloy, who was willing to "let m ‘

sisters” as he a.ll.ed them, go. ".!horo was a great bm u' t_ )

vatice nopubli.oaniam which, like so much conlmﬁim,lﬁ .
in its ways of thinking to see tnnmpouu and who m m-
the idea that what this was all about was not mm lﬂt
but the extension of slavery and therefore 'hcl&“ M ‘
a compromise was still posﬁiblo - oompronlztu mnrw
years' experience in compromising. That is, the gruw

e

mediately took is, I think, proof enough of the ex

in which his mind as well as his sense of our -tn-,tn‘
veloped under the tra.ining which he had been _gtvﬁu it [
years' wrestle with the attempt to spread ulnm.int@:"'-”

But a man may have great :I.ntnllnotuil dev
flexibility and unswerving resolution in his aona;llﬁ

~put him in an executive position and he may be a ﬁ.



cull to be an cxooutin, he who had so little taste for mm M
directing men and so little cxperionco in it, almost at once m
himself a mterr of men. His handling of his cabinet, or cm

of leaders of public opinion and of the off:l.oorl in the army oﬂ'ﬁm

of the most impressive as well as entertaining studies in tho fin
testing and handling of men that our history - and I judge that any
history, furnishes. ' o o _
And the story is one of torturing experience. There ma 'l
many failures, and these failures were due so generally to stmuw '
and mean human motives like jealousy, vanity and obsttmr ﬁw M

him to a generalization which, if cynical, is still profound:

statesmanship,"” ho said one day to his secretary John Hay, *inm i

employment of 1nd£v;|.d.ua.l meanness for the public good+" Iu m an
way he was able to look over and beyond the meanness shown w m t‘l
th:l.s greatest colleagues, to conceal that meanness so far as n“ih}p
from the public and to make use for the publiptgobdtof tm m
‘which he knew the men to have. L

There was Seward, his Secretary of State. Bnmd; M

‘experience 1n public affairs, when contrasted with mnaﬁln-

-nr_lhr. active in the fight against the extension of s



believed as did much of the best thought or the eo!
.not I.mcoln should have been hominated. H‘. had )ni W .
and i.eup%.u a position in Lincoln's cabinet, but he ul.
b-c,z\iiv:lag that from that position he could, MM, :
lwu:ldmt of the United States. So he rmumtcd--hmm;
That wae the attitude which he took ﬂ.th the Southern Cec

own purposes - not unoiously. I think, but bumc u cm h’l
conceive that this man who, he thought, was much smaller than h:
could hold and sustain a purpose outside of him, !u.;m un '
When he found that in spite of his assurances there was d
he Icnt to lir. Lincoln with one of the most oxtrmﬁ.m ,
that a statesman ever made. That was that uttmtim M
d.anutic troubles by plunging into a war with ,rm'u
Burope; .a.nd, in the same document, he offered to runtm
country. k :

Now, if ever a man had another on the hip i

mm‘to-- Lincoln had b.\on conscious from the tim 'i'

mtm his (Mneol.n'o point of ﬂ.w. ,_h_'



he had of the unata.tesms,nlike, not to say ,diu-lw thtnknt' cd' fRY
his Secretary of State would, with all sober minds, Mﬂ W

for good and all. But he would not do that. Hc tuckad th. W
away. Nobody ever knew of their existence until long afur nis ‘

_He told bﬂﬁtrd that he would have to run the ah1P. thlt 1lr ‘ihﬁhvh-

A e

but firmly put his Secretary‘ of State back in his plm;s- M M

always kip_t. him there. What he had done was t.o. nﬂnw*
also save his really great abilit:l.ea for the country. Ho M,
over, taken on himself unbeknown to anybody a task which ho dM n#t i
expeat to have atithe start and that was checking up on Bomd o«m«-
ata.ntly :

He had extraordinary difficultio- as we know now 'm!.th i
his generals. There was the amazing case of lloc:uuan. m ‘lmmﬂ'{. |

him with a rudeness and contempt which Lincoln's frhnd. ey

sented; but when they talked to the President about u ho 3. :,ﬁ "

"I know, he doesn't think much of me. He has wtod bmw j.g W" i
cases, but we need his skill in training men." And h"-m m

famous phrase, "I will hold Mc01ollan 8 horu if he vm. M‘,_

vistory.

P T

There was Grinloy » Who as editor of th.m



be forced upon him, and he prepared for it. It was wh:uo m f

when the fortunes of the Horth were very 19',

had done as much as any man in the country to bring about m,m i

who, when he saw thatvwar was inevitable, quailed. He was a powerful

man of the kind that always comes to the top in great crises =
unreliable, without stability, guided by sentiment and W aﬂw
reason,and principle. Having gone to utrqu in measures thpt

promoted and brought on the war, he would not go to extremes in

quelling it. There were no men or measures to which you could d.w

upon to adhere through thick and thin. He was ambitious, 'hd.ﬂitot ,
but not considerate, persistent or profound. (See Gideon Wells =

Vol.ii) Greeley early took the position that emancipation of the

slaves would end the trouble. Lincoln was seeking every way t'o'

prevent violent emancipation. What he wanted was compensated eman

pation, wanted the North to buy the slaves and colonize them. &ﬂ i

not willing to confiscate property if it could be avoided. Ome of
his greatest sorrows was that men would not accept his method. As '

the months went by he saw that in spite of himself moimum 'm,

draft of the famous document was lying in his desk thnt m

had berated Lincoln day after day issued in the -m lt



i cmrnuvc untonoo that did it, and that untomo

called "The Prayer of'Twcnty'Thouannd‘ - an hv‘ﬁlflﬂiiviﬁﬁlﬂk” Mr
Lincoln, intimating that he did not know what he ws Ibaut;””

.drugg.tng the country deeper and deeper into ruin without
tion of doing anything about alwnry
: IAnooln 8 answer is one of the best Mplu tm
'or his c:truordiwy mutory of effective Bngluh, - lncuﬁh wh
~did the work. Nothing in his dovolopmont is more :lntcrntm’
way he 1myrovod constantly during his :mbl:l.o life in h :
_.--lugliah lsnguqo. The country was not slow 1n uoing thl»t W m
of word- he could not only state an u'cumont so that 115 m 1
_ablq, -"rake a sophiam out or hole better tha.n all thi UQ
tn all the schoola,n as John Hay said, clinch a noint m_ljf
'n&u'uo or effective annecdote and, as in th:l-u cn’i, ,.rir,l._____f'_
men which actually demolished them. His .minr in this
his best cxunﬁlon. (quote)
It was not alone the great 1:I.ko Btmd, loﬂ. e
that he had to handle, it was the small, selfish, as i

groups; and he was effective in doing it. Ana-sumcti'

: "amtry hc:l.pd not only him but the cause enorno 81y

‘l'hun is tho ltory er the my or '



. that faith tried, it was Abraham Lincoln. But the axtr;uzain.gy 1, fF

get around that meanness and there would be sonething finl 13&4 

Who, scared by a rumor of an attack on N-t York, came down to

Washington and told the president how many millions. they o

how great and powerful they were and prnoticnlly ordorod him tt'*iuﬁi
& gunboat to protect the harbor. The president listonod, and tiﬁn
looking at them quizzically, said, "If. 1 were as rioh as rau ll? ymu‘ﬂ
are and as skeefed as I see you are, I boli.vo I would butld a ¢ﬂn
boat myself and protect the harbor." ‘
If a man's faith in his fellowmen was ever triod und n;.

man who goes into public life even in a small way can hnly hﬂring

is that his faith in men seemes never to have wsverod. In&ood tht
longer he remained with his terrifiec problems the more profﬂuad hil
faith in the mass. Individuals might show up badly at timol, b‘ ﬁl

he said of one of his most valuable helpers, "miracles of n,““‘”'

there, and his task was to ask of men vhat they had in them u.{ ive
to ask for something that they could not give, never himnait to be
thrown off his balanco allow his grip to be weakened by thl&tiut

or superiorities or undarhand dealings. His faith in man_ i  ”



'Atmi'm to b'o, done, and as events showed his t.iih was
'dron in ths'harrowing task, marked by so nnny fl&ll#ﬂi ‘ﬁ#
a general that could take the army of the Potun.n 1nto

Not only did his faith in nln hol.d. on - an “ﬂm
in leaders in democracy - but. his faith 1n the omus ﬂ: o
that the prtnary thing was to save the Hnion. tnnrotind luﬁ'f.
ﬁ every year of thc war he saw it more clearly as thm Iur oui Ham.
ek Dadentas and mors Unionism must prevail in the Iurfj

‘have an inoreasing well being, that increasing well b.iug[iu

1nar0¢01ng Unionism. Here he was onlnrcing simply upon wﬁﬂ#

runner of that unionism of the countries of the world me
Wilson died. There is no doubt that it became almost a re.
him.

virtue, something that was to be classed with courage, he
fulness, |
The olimax of his political a«uoﬁm, the

"“" M'"" "n that inoreasing nu-mum a!‘ -



towards those of the North who had u-w un m'.
that we called his enemies, the South that was tmm.ua
it had ban obvious that there was little or no m in
towards the secessionists. "What I deal with is too mﬁ
dealing,” he said when Greeley m badgering him. mt
him no exultation over his enemies - it was no y:l.ouuro 4
trhn'h over wono he told the serenaders who had ﬂm
window the night of his ro—clccti’“on in 1864. He n-!ri!!'. n‘l\ :
he said, from knowing that l@tbod.v had been -dim’amﬁq‘ u ine
his success. ;

No sooner was he sure that Grant was zetr.m M
‘to success, that the country would Snmk by h.tu, ent 7
in th:la task, than he began deliberately to foster 'tn t ’
around him, in congress - which ran true to form in thos
the last thing thz.a.t showed itself was mtroirulnp,li to“
country, among his gonaro.la, to foster a spirit of
forg:l.vnuu - an attempt to bring worybedy to ruo
a n_yir:.t' of kindly helpfulness. The last day of hu' 141
of mt ho m been talking l.nd doing for many -'

'---m&h\c in t-ho mrning he lpont a M m ',z- +



‘now thc end had como, there should be no mumm - nob
oxpoct hin he said, to have any mt in m;tng er_ :
ludou got out of the country if they wanted to - mt. t
m. b_u_n enough sacrifice of lives. Somebody broum ma'
lign fer the execution of asoldier who ha.d dnﬂ.'t.d. -"3;
anothor," he aaid. "The boy will do more good above aom
1t _- _'_"-

cha.rlea. Dana, the -u_ohtmi S'ac‘rttm" of lw
t.ll him ‘that one of tho Confederate Commisiienirl, Jauoh
had been caught at Portland, le., while mtns tu‘ ‘
.thc_y do w.:l.tb, him. 'Woll Da.nn.," he utd "hm ynu m‘ Di
by thc hind leg and he is trying to run &m, it is
_ His unforgettable expression of this lpirit of naucs~*-
.lnd of his last inaugural = you rmlmbor the Wm

The worde have something va.ttly more tm n
b!.ogruph:l.ul meaning. Their gru.tnon is in tho mv'_
application. ‘-
.thﬂ Abrahan Lincoln uttered them. I‘t needs no
':'wory n:ltustion, at ovory step in tho nliﬂm |

__.mr.tr- and funu.l ;frnir- dumu ml »f‘









