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HUMOR IN THE WHITE HOUSE

What are the qualitieu in uiri’

,tha United States most likely to inaure us
}?'Ib would probably differ as much ahout thon aa:
tho ten greatest books in Bnglish Litoraturo.
whatever else goes on Humor should ntnnd neat thl
the roll. It is the surest of touchltgnpl,figﬂ

4t in the thirty-tvo Presidents chosen since t

'1739 we plow a barren rield; Connidor the ir

&o we get from reading either man'a r0361 
or their own Lettars and Journaln. A
o And in these laat dayl 1t 1
!he vigoroua rheodore Roosevelt with a mmy 
reliah tor 1ife and all its axhibitl 'un

Aa a Prgsidont he neemed to havo gottnm



"*b.‘b_s-m 1n a pleu.unt way. ghe and hor nethar wm

vonnda. vhere nooaevelt 1naiatod ‘that uho mghf‘

A

nons cnse YGI‘IO-

and do\m the long porch, handa behind h:tn.

abnurd 11nes. Over a.nd over asa.in he wou.td

ho kncw them for keeps, and then would
: 'One ho told me, whioh pluuﬁ our
little d:l.uto!'ted taltc. we.s this. wr:ltten
l‘all mvnr murder trul:-

Lizzio Bordon vith w a.x

H:lt hnr tn.th,er forw



o ; The gentle and ditniﬂ'd m"'

,part in all of thia, her interest o.t that,""

’told him when the tim@ had come for him to

'_.ae he ns concerned he could de nothiag mu'_

7

1novitu'ble‘ : |
. As for our thirty-h’obnd. !1‘-“;).“

ofﬂce. he has a well-diacipnned uiety ef m‘b

him amiling, givea him a sense of mu«. !hi-; 8
‘\ htmor he.s been helpful in persuad:lng thq °0unt

program of the New Deal and he w111 han p !mty ' 4

{fo develop it into seasoned humor botar. he ’h&l
"re-building of our broken down 1nduutttn1 ‘u: 'ﬁtmu

We hsve had but one prcnd nt M”

laughtur a.nd dovotion to thc mschanics Wh:oh ne
Vmellmved into a humor, anknovn to him u u

He was the son of a piomer andfla."

 LinQo1n.

f; p§gg@gy.ne¢d‘or the.pioneer,_ rt:;imhazﬁrh;



of order and decency, shows up the protcad'r. ihnv
tho cheat. oreatea a oongenial and livablo n‘“
~the society which he is seeking to ercatg fran ﬁc
:material and under utaggsring odda. }v';f.

Lincoln from boyhnod tbll 1n

,u:od in hie world to 1nduoa 1aushter._ Ko too
vhen a lawyer travelling the cirouit he pla‘

fellovb which became legends 1nr:111ng1-, Bnch~

'solution of crossing Fox hiier. Ihe Court. a ‘n

ovar the prairies. How were they to oross fcr'ihqy

they came to their town. It una on tho ba

'tr¢veling. only Lincoln had knawn that 1tvull

* to croas rox nivar.



rathor cuuolly. :I.ndulged. ﬂe had a. ¢1n " :rca"

uho\m. and with 1t

found as a boy that 11; wcnt fm}ur thnn kﬁ.lv

us that Wa8.

by 1mpoon1ng a pol:ltical rinl. !he thing




if keen, are few and‘more good natured.

_the boys out in the woods on Sunday.a

'tf 1t " he oommented.

'Do you ranumber the nama otf

vfﬂr. rortuno.



one and,another learned book dcalur. Ono and unn%hlr

‘)took to find it but alWaye railod. !hﬁ uccroh

: Jeit' ih&bﬁ'xing's Tester.”

Mr. Fortune accepted thel‘olﬁgiaﬁi

-,coula ve oslled ARdesents vici ,1

The love of runny beaks grcw ou '

;1read all he could get hia hands on. On thp:ez

”1150'3 he carriod Phoenixiana.' by onc Iohn ‘




ring in 1t to\&ﬁé

X
ot




-a‘nfofqd‘cive‘ stories. 1In all of thue cases thoy.w ‘
from strain - invitations to laushtcr.»

Lincoln's fondness for thc Butm :
‘iﬂmll known. He read from the 1ottcrs in all ter’“—'

aitu.tion-. often to the delpair and dingunt et'tf

; "Artemua Ward," was anothn' ot"hi

‘ﬁe got much fun out of Hood's Poems. H‘ohn K&y "p

'c._-o'ming long a.:ter m:l.d.n:l,ght one night into’thév.ﬂaf_fa‘
‘jand Nicolay Were still at work with a volu.p ot}ﬂb
.hand to show them the little car:l.oaturo. "m Unfut
»"nnmingly utterly uncontciouu.' says Hay. "thlt ‘he
short shirt hanging sbout his long 1c¢-. lnd‘lbtﬁi
1ike the tail feathers of an enormous outriah was

,tunnior than anything ;n-thn book hé'ii- 1au'

. « He 1oved Joke books and ’neoma

of the War the chief source from which bath“'

"A;mor:l.'o'n.n publi‘shers made up thniir r\umy W'o.:'c
‘titles bearing his name or croditing somoth:l

G

'5ft1t1e page that it was, *Fresh rron.Abrihmn

. ;a '-'.v"to him. here was, 'OJ.d Abe's Jokes." 'Ih:l.ch
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}g% : Two editions of Kempt's,"American Jod ﬁilltr.
N were published in London in '65, containing mnny

e o .

o _sttributed to Lincoln. The first volume aPppariGZMn
'kﬂ other came after his aaaassination and the od&tor hn:
(227 j
L) 3 t

b touching tribute in his Preface to Lincoln._

o

;S: "Since the first appearanco of this litt
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President's death. Consulting hie own individual l ‘
the Compiler must confess that, since thé demand for

edition of this collection aftorda him an opportunit
include himself among the myriad admirers of Pre ‘
he haa all the more pleasure in complying with t v

)

It is frequently said that utoriea which.
used and which were circulated 80 widely over the
.speaking world were not original. Certainly'pofgjﬁg
1- true. He took thinga right and left a53h15f§ﬂn
adapted them to the purpose, as do all ‘men 1n .
vyau hﬂild on what haa gone beforo.
rorty yeare ago talkins vith
;]wna etpeeially bittor ahout Linnoln.nt thg



'You call him original, he was not. ﬂb -tola 1is

and nayingu. Take hia remark about hil ro;‘

hiu. I hnd hoard it all my lifl.

That is true no deuht. !hn ‘1¢
ln 1ta perrect adaptation to the -itustiuu.
aome of Lincoln'e best and moat widoly npruud
took what he found, fitted it to the ,oooa’siaa h
mgking of an old iﬁea. old laying. aamathing-

awukening. It was the 'better mouse tr&y'}ra

~one. This 1a true of his dorinition of Dtnaa,

'sovernment of the people. by the peoplo. ra Lk

Demoorutic rule.

!he aocuaation



of our times where in the name or rrankncla»

lansuase is oultivatad.

,:1 hsve no doubt. They were of theftypeitolé{

Lincoln's stories were aam.tg*

~pr1mitive eociety, natural men who use rudo fé
koenly conaoious of ‘the grotelquonosl of tha tunot
human animal I suspect, too, that ococaionnily"t
'1naiat on the grossness or his atoriel sim)lyaar
"'"mt they Youk tor and enJoy, that it s rathi:
thnn hiu that is behind their rcading of thﬂitt

8o far as I can mske out 1t i'
vﬂb:fthQ'use‘df.worda. Take mmre than one af;hi
'his atoriea were usually that, oentering dbo‘
1insest’ which 8ven the dough boys did mt» PR
"name. but fou.nd substituta 1n oooty, ﬁr £h-,t
blaok and white animal with vhich oloao acq

“fant that it was callcd by tm?m




 uqnare1y. And if he realised tﬁat a ahivnf of'd1§§;;
through his hearers was notashaméd;.but;riﬁﬁﬁtf‘n
perhaps a kind of malicious pleqsurc 1n lot_
‘ \\,‘\b It would be idle to euppon‘
stories axtributod to Lincoln ixN?&;t booklA‘
1}werc retnilad and have found their wny 1nto Sﬁﬁ-

ever passed hie mouth. Such a ltory tollar iI 

n’iegond.‘ The tale gains by attaching hio nan'

latest " was often no doubt something Linooln haﬁ.niﬂb
'Even some of the sayings and stories long uttrihuti
and which one would like to boliovo beoauso of thair

'dptneas dre‘doubtful. There 18 that perreet tntl'r

d Lincola::: ", ‘but he did n




f.King tgainst General 'blro. 'It;it;~oh§g¢j¢;tu§$

tome of my other Generales thon.'?

Not only are many ltoriif

‘two oauntrias.

'I have heard with asto‘




‘ early oritiou.and a Democrat. 'hy dtd'hovkb j»

Aﬁk;lionité ohtbreakaa !hy did not Linooln re

7fmon I@re too eaaential to the oause to




by

TAY fopmie

oA s
wk it O

s S

St

Sk
N g o



© wWhipped out of the house by his wife. A friend p:

"Why did you pei'mit- hgi-. t:é--'i&?

uaid when proteate were brought him,

au‘bhority for appointing him. wh'on noa,e"-‘ 1&;5‘- on

. just the same.*

This was not unlike what he wrote

‘When he appointed him in 1862 to jsuo'cjithm; ide.

"I have heard. in auch a"nyiaa:
of your recently saying that hoth thc A:my unﬁ

naoded a dictator.v ot couruo 1t 'ul nﬁthtar




bttjsurnaidq's head. At that mbment'ﬁt §£ii
1nto the offico and handing him the pspor L1  
your head.

It is doubtful 1f we ever h&d u

excited by eriticism and abuse thnn hincoln.

; solidity of his spirit most perfeotly 1n 186' i

':hil rannmination. One editarial 1n pnrt ou

‘ﬁ'frienda who ran to him with 1t‘




J’ob'u oomfortqre. ‘.l‘hay breught hin m prtwht

the Union cause. 'Vory woll. it they turn QM;_,

ﬁre thay must s8it on the bliatcrn.

the fa.ll of '64. "I‘he only thing that oan w

liko to die.e f.

- From the beginning ot h:la AMn

Preeidont. In Lincoln'a time there wexo no 8



It is a mistake to nupposc f’
unskillod in human beings. rew peéple hnvn kugunw

 sappru1uod them more accuratoly..

'ifthat beset prgsidenta today. Ihero uure_thaln

‘ know rirnt hand why a thing was dono and wha
CiAumtil by hook or crook they were 1n hiu prasaaﬂhA
'more=er lona baldly their question.} A‘tzeetgh;a

"iita destination was properly enough kept alcrbt.

"'ourioaity a visitor after beating about the ﬁu»h5 l
'-1nformstion, bluntly sskod, "here has 1t gonat
"I will tell Yo, ¥ whuperod xr.

has gone to sea."

'1naurracting diatricta. vAn agent.who hadE!o




hanging above the grato. 'Do you see thtt ¢an__’u
-certainly " 'Well, that is my title and u',

1'apving themaelvas than 1n aaving tha Union.

Lincoln had roanon enonsh tn'b”




rinul than rafusaln. rhore 1a that he teld a

Lincoln aaid when he looked 1t ovor. The gontlaun
t Brisudior-eeneralship for a friend.

"See here," Liheoln iaidﬁf

of oattle, paqi, oxen and bulll. and you kcpﬂ

solling and disposing of the cows and ox.n;f

mtunny -ought -.senuw 1nf1uo-nah rmy c“




sented his family tree. lr, mnoom '_::_L‘utcm:

".l'hat need not trou’ble you.




adaptation of
toqied,or let others be foolod. 'hnt 'Il the thiad

forxr, that was vital in oarrying on proJootlm

'vory ltrong in the Administration.

When the work 'nd oomblatt-a;nf

 asked Nr. Lincoln to inspect the fortifiaationt ' ’
Barnard went along. 'Ihy.' asked nr. Lincoln. 'sr"t

-ostions to the North so extensive?" Icclollun ropl

1f hy‘any chznce the onemy got behind whshington
be this Fort %o dstend 1t,- it :
'Thnt remindl ma.' laid.lr. L&n@nf

do men hare breastl?' Attor_many..y,ningg,ﬂ.h‘t




This was waen the errimac first ‘hb@nnq}

~ the coutﬂhero na terror in walhington lut .ho;jvom

Potbmo and destroy Waahington. i'hc "8001'0*-&:‘3 nf ty
ur, w-us. felt sure she could ﬁwcr orou th. um
bnt Secretary stanton was 80 alarmd. thut ho m im
ot Lincoln to sink nixty or seventy cann.l hoah

aj#bne_ a_er-ou ‘the channel. The llonitnr had uﬂl«é Tt}i.

of the Merrimac, however, befor-a it mdo any{“uttmpt

hshington. A few weeks later when the Prui.dmt UM“
way down the river with a party inoluding Stunton tha
line of canal boatu attracted hia a.ttent:lon.

G | "That is stanton' B Naﬂh" "»iﬁ llr

nothing for urvice.
W

Good humored as Mr. Lineoln't ﬂaor

e



'Potomto, after the retreat rrom.th. la&tl%
’, said to o :t’riend. i

ke "What is that?".'m. nr._
f'__‘mn Febised, "it 1s the Arny of the potom.*
’-lid 1ronica11y. "you are wrong it is Gunora

Lincoln was a partioularly reuliﬂt

'“Hovuvor ofton he outragod his party, evcn tha '

'f-x mnat find a SOuthern man. fx supposc 1t ti



'and Adams had ohanged plaoea. It was likc u ft

;Il' hct'ton two drunken men, hc caid. !hqy hnd b
,thoir ooatc on. but when exhuu-ttd thow ltayyoi
f@ught hin'elr into the coat of tho othnr.

Helpful in keopina hin mind c

hiu uncnding interest in the queer happoninsn that

orowﬂmﬁ day brought. Kothing that wns 1noonsrunﬂs

thinttaal 1n.mon and thingse escapod him. ns tunnd

notc 10 eomment laugh, and out of tho limplouﬁ

'jdculﬁ.make a,laughable'story; Hic odd viaitorn iithf

nm. Among the things given him whioh he 'ah«

‘Q’Soﬁh,xinman.' Kinman took his ehair to Va&hinaton ‘ér«~¢



He !Vould ask a towering aoldiar, 'W.'!ﬂ.{

know whtan your feet are oold?"

hushed at Mra. Lincoln when ‘she appn.raw in

nwup:lng gown.




mhm lmornon. 'm hetmr f.han




