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Roncador Reef,
Caribeau Sea,

My dear Governor:

In your last brief note to me at New York/ you were

* kind enough to add a line inviting me to write you from time to
time thoreartor. It was as little in your mind as in mino/ tmt"
I should write first from a desolate reef in the Carabeau Sea,

Very wondorrul’and always to be reverently studiod)aro Godv/l‘ deal-
ings with us, Mr TLeighton and myself,are families being with us,
sailed from New York on the 22d of May in the steamship Golden @
Rule, There was every assurance of a prosperous voyage‘. It iu
in the pleasant weather of kummer gﬂ;“. The ship was new, of

3000 tons bu ?nn vas belleved to be the best result obtainable A
'rrom.z‘bunda.nt apital, skill and the best mterials. At a quartcr

before {‘Jvn tho morning of June 36% we were startled from sleep by & e
~ loud crash and sprang on deck to find we had struck @n a r«-,f_,vitk i

the momentum of ten knots an hour‘. The great ship had opened &t thc
stem and was filling slowly, Portunately all efforts or our mr e
erazed captain to back her’L off were useless ., \t every blow nr m i
gre t breakers we were driven r%thor on the rocks, 'hioh m &h ;
first struck at an oblique angh)and she finally lwung arouad u mtf{gg

one sido lay on the edge of the reef and the othey, at an anglo o!’

little less than 45 degreesy lay exposed to the ritiless ua.,’

the ship been backed off )u attenpted, hardly a soul of the eaew
could have been saved as she would have gone downalmost immedie i;
. in deep water. . SBeven boats were lowered and got through thc
m or less damaged and made fast to the small rocm fa acon‘“-r r

Just pProjected above high tidoqn the inside, reef on
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0G half a mile in width by § or ¥ in length the water was -

i, from @fut to a.nd @. The masts and smoke stacks were cut

ot away, This materially rolioved the ’ounding of the ship and made

< moving ubout more practical The upper deck, saloons, cabins and )
& in fact most of the wood work above the main deck was cut away ud—‘dr
b thrown over poard to wash ashore on the rsef where they were rapidly

=~  reconstructed into a Ararft to hold 200 pox?aona. Upbn this the

(o wvomon'and children were safely, though bruised and dronchod,llmhd ' _
(D by midnight, At noon the ﬁrr'-e-t otﬁ@r hacfboen dispatched with S
(o -o&mon in a 1life boat to the Mosquito Coast for *esiltmo. Just

= 'borore dusk of tho first dayg to our unspeakable Joy’a 'Bay"J(l ; _‘
i—<  head of the reef where the sand and rocks ,to tho extent of three or iy,
. four acres are entirely above ligh tide) was discovered some ﬁvc

Q@’ miles éastward'. Rére/ there was a chance of J.irhlolugs as our

.. bread and water would last, After the ladies and children had Snn i
ARy placed in the raft my rirs%‘fi!'aro)with_ M. Lcightop)was the safe con-
b taining Government *undauﬁrnﬂlthh we were in éharge. Its size had
© precluded the possibility of its going into either of our state rom
gp/f, or into the Ppecio lockor} 5:90 thow had 1t put in a secure
placa in the baggage holdy aside from the other baggage and rroight

e |
C.  All efforts to induce the captain to allow me to unlock tlu hatch R 1
(i t0 go into the hold--now half or two thirds full.df water,rauod .

|

'U  He declared that neither treasure nor baggage should be looked “t_

&  until the provisions and water were landed, This was well Qn
L one work had interfered with the other, Which vas not the o
On the second day @il the balance of tuo’ ;

 th oxcapt the captainand t-lgﬁdmatq ortﬂrbf_ght kooper) ‘
Lt R Rk N : : :




bgggago, lhim stores etes, ete., that two days were spont eu
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I finally persuaded the captain to allow me to or %e a imtll

5&:\& of working men $e¢ make.:an~effort to save thoﬁanuro'." It
lhould be noted here that Mr.. iﬁ.ghton atit his timo,md all 6th.r.,.
was willing to take the risks of remaining with me on the mty

but his state of health and dof.ct in sight made 1t unroalonubll

a8 useless for him to romun. By cooperating with me rrom'::ho i
reef and afterward from the "Cay" he was able to render as nmch»u'r,‘uic‘
vic*u anyone could.. At about 3 P, M. of the second day we got S
the hatch off the hold and signalled for the gang of working mn(ﬁfﬁ- :
- engaged, for this purpose) Gn the to come on board by swimming
along Mhaweerln streched from the Gngino frame for that purp“o.
At this noment, unfortunately)the captain of the ship—-—

a weak and wacillating man, changed his mind and declared the men
should Py A board, that it would soon be dark, unsafe ete. ¥ &

If allowed to work at this tia ,: feel confident the safe could

got within 15&-& of 1t--

lateral or horisontal distance. My own and wife's baggag-(*ihich

have been recovered, I

we could not replace for $450°‘9 vas in e easy reachy but I dacidod

Yo posgﬁt’or rathe;Fabond&u that ror the sake of concontntm

every on the Gof@t treasura. I remained in the i
that night j:d- the hext day. The third night we spent on tlu 1 -
&11 the ?aaaongorn & crew having .‘bun transferred with provilioﬁi", '
and water to the 'cay',\-a:c-l' returned to the wreck 1n the morning uth
" a force of picked men and got to work in the hold, The water vulfv__r'

now so’ ddop—-aa the ship uttlod more and more on thc outside ot

rur‘a.nd tho aecmnalation t:‘i: o:'iobri.e; s floors, stanchoxu, crucho&

Mlﬂl m ‘the dock and cloaring a.way bororo ve could cm *
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You must understand that the floors and bottom of the ship mmm
been worn through by the shary coral rockn, so that all hoavy l.rticlu
lay on the bottomg Prom that time to the pruent we have done 'hat
it seemed poss 1b1% but have not found the box, On the Sth duy
after the wreck I visited the "Cay" for the first time “-fmmd IJJ.
doing well on hard bread A:l-salt pork with brackish water; )

littlu oompuining. After an hour with gfo and .ohildron I rotur-

ﬁi‘?‘zyo\ing upon the wreck whenever practicable and rc-
aiHed on the reéT, where I have a very comfortable aholtor--nntu.v_‘

ne

yesterday., The ship is now a total wreck, nothing left stindin‘gt.hht‘
her huge b@ek engine, My tent is now on tho’bay"’ in sight 'of-fh‘i
vrock,/ which I visit ovory other day, On the 8th 1nst. thoru was
the wildest expresaion’ of Joy on the reéf for plainly though taint
on the horizen were two salls--the first officer was returning ‘,‘“‘
two fishing schooncra of 20 tons each, This would omnibhtion
with the world. On the next day, just as the schooners were uttlng
sail for Aspinwall with 120 souls crowdéd on the deck of each two
Axnrica.n oats--the"Huntsville" sné “"State Vot Goorg:la" hove in
sight, These had been secured by the officer of the RnJ.Q
ﬂ:{bun dispatched in the second boat 4hreeo—days after the ﬂ;.‘nt., ‘
Weo half starved and parched and half clothed(for all escaped with
only the clothes they stood in) pasaongnu were quickly gct on ’
board.ﬁﬂov came the trying question as to what was ny duty.-_‘_ .
Life is Bweet and the certainity of escape was before me, - On ﬂl&
other hahd a great [rust had been confided to mo.. "o‘ nwﬂ nm?
instructions carofully; we were directed to mn:o qw p

fort at ruom qnt in case of shipwrock--or

‘

ation of the notes. Every plm tor rdm




%

o »

i Cha se Letter, (5.)

=

I

"

.>  been exhaustedami we were not certain of the destruction of the
= . PR

o notes, On one side the greatgstrong cdmtortablo ships,with the
. _dear old flag at the Poaki on the other the dreary reef and duty.

o could not satisfy my conscience that it was right to go, I re-~

‘== 8solved to fomain, taking the chances of escape hereafter, The .

g parting with wife was hard, but her head approved what her heart

EX could not.'Rllr. Lelghton acted as you would infer from his

(r  character, illing to romt.in with me, But this seemed an
unnecessary oxposuro. One could watch the wreck as froll u

I— two and make sure of the destruction of the property. His health

N was not firm and he was unused to the sea and to hardshir:% . g

L another was to remain, better some har?sailor or working man, Ans, :
2 bosido) it was necessary Mry-Leighton should go 6n to the nearest

I poFt and so make e omunibamig'diroctly and officially with

I the Bﬂpartment. In addition to all this Mr, Teighton had :lnportnit

b duties entrusted to him by the Bopartmont upon his arrival in quct

&) sou.ndr-a tomporary Spccial -Agency. Eh it turned oug’ all orrort to

o mduco a suitable person to stay with me were unavailing, at lcut-'

o for any componsation that I Jjudged the Bopa.rtmont would or ought to

ol sanction, JEM;@ in the evening of the 9th inst, the commander of

G the "State of Georgia" presented me with a rlag and with his ofﬂ“n :
o ebd passengers bade me goko and very soon thoroartor the ush‘u L
@ Of the steamers disappeared the Southern croas. ?Th’u

y‘i"“;, fiahiug sohoonors,having completed the wreckmpf what romim&
Goiden ‘Rule, sailed for the Island of "@irand cm-

. enec ‘of J’mic&, _mro they belong. ‘\
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avail of the opportunity to send you this letter, l'ron"tonlght
I shall be alono on the Rgcr. My condition:, howover, is by po fe

‘N means vrotchod. My supply or hard bread is abundant and probablg,

E enough water with careful us¢i We had constructed a comfortable

AN sort of tent out of an old laill. My lardor(ﬂlgo-polu in pmidoL
E‘f shape and smoothy,so as to defeat the climbing of land crabs - und

lﬁj; Other insects) is as-opulent with fwe-hams, a little coffee, sugar
:; and a casecof preserved plums, Our wealth is _g__gmparutivo;--hw

'g lrich am I compared with Crusoce? ﬁr have no doubt but that the

l(i Secretary of the Treasury will make sucl: intercst with the yavy

s

(D ,%partmont as will secure at the proper time the calling in luro ot g0
some naval vosaol, cruising in or near this sea--as they always :
are, Eltthis season of the year a.ﬁouthorly trade windelowing |
rrosh,provaila hero/ 80 that the troplcal heat is tempered. Searc-w ;
ly any rain talls.. Great numbers of sea toﬁl, gulls, an unguinly V
bird called by the vSa:llore "Boobies" rroqunnt the #Cay®™ who in my
long.inoss really seem companionable., I have round several of thoir
ogga'\a‘oeut one third the size of ordinary hen's oggg.nd, singularly . |
enough, mottled precisely the color of the spotted corals, anrw: ,
does this colorJ’ the coraly which is all the birds see, aside
from water, have the same physiological effect in the 1ncubatina

bird that Jacob's speckled rods had on the gestating hardi”'or his

greedy rathcmwa There are plenty of fish, but, ‘1‘5‘ I d!.d :

not foresee the need of fishing hooks and lines before 1elv1a; P
New York. Occasionally a gru%rtlo glides out in the shallow

vator/ but they are wery shy and too quickgalbeit so el
- N heart set in capturing on !
l.qt tﬁ:t x%\'xst )oomo ow %ogaoogn;{uMoui&‘! but‘
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= And"corral® him uatil some ship arrives so that he might be forward-
%LI: ed to Mr .. Sprague, for one of her petite: ‘soupers, which should uh

) i Ronca.dor‘\ for once,well spoken of, Rvuh a tolerable supply of vatnj
v
plenty of broacsmood weather (the taping process will not hirt) and

s the welcome wail of the sea birdsg I feel that my comforts are s0
E; ‘ ‘much rlus any annoyancej that the latter should hardly be: romiubo-m."
; Among the few inconveniénces, however, are a rascall P ‘un of
:; crab amphi‘ious and a tormen y t not dangerous: s ' enlhd 0
5— by the Jamaicans 'Soldiors‘."' Thoso crawl over me by night-«-u noat'-
% unwelcome mode of being ava.kcncd However, I am getting my bod(?) :

o
= arrafed on smooth poles, oar handles m,'.md ma.y in time dory m

E:H; intrudors.ﬁrho ship has so thoroughly brokon up in the uurr vhlah ;
= brings all the wooden pleces to the J.nward side m\tho rnr, that

w I am satisfied the Saro has gone down 1nto the deep vatﬂ‘outlidql th' :

= reef s the windward and consequently the surfward wall of ¢8| b
IE quite steep, The correetness of this theory wil 12: d«moﬁntﬁ-tcdﬁ-ﬁy;'
e a few weeks of careful vatchingfor 1f the ' 1/#1113! s
,'1\/. : i
!: boiler iron enclosed in a wooden box) has t bun sufficent to S
CEDRAR A
-ng_- carry it down with the boiler) chains, PRl Sl mw
&n)
E deep water, ‘s\t will certainly come ashoro)-«bd driven uhorc bx tho

(Q. surf when the debris that may be still atop of 11:’ has vum cﬂ’. :

@ ® have taken the liberty of writing a letter to M. lhcu:llnh«- -
vho 1s scarcoly acquainted vwith me--urging the uoportmc .1'

= changing the mode of sending funds to the Pacific _zid.

e ‘think thn.t ny planawhich gained your approval in ‘sa m
J== Al
el but;vu{ ‘the notes sealed up in tin or z cases to bo-" '
ety Jimidn of common travolling trunks that .

+ be tmn
Tygent's state_room, Perhaps you will "4“ ‘” ,







