ABRARLE LAINLOLE

BESRAR BB ORRD

A man who leads a people safely through &

~period of war and danger runs always the risk of
becoming Blurred by tradition wntil he s 1ittle
Botter that & myth. INis prepertions besdss these
of the half-god, huge, dim and unoertain, His
mind 1s endowed with supernaturad qualities. m
acts are mysterious. He ceases to be ome of us




dﬁsm; He is not a man. ‘hhsw
There is an interesting psychology mm . .

in this ocurious fwet. It is easier to let the

imagination play on a career than to feres its

facts. W understand facts #o poorly - we dread

so their i-lam:w logiec. We are so mxm to

be. Taney is so much dearer to us -~ and easier

mnuﬁm-mtnmumw

mm«wmmutunmmm
hﬁmwm.mmhmm

are Grosk or Teutonie.



(s)

M.m,mnmmmnumm
= mmnn‘nunnwowﬂocnmw-
o ulmﬁrmmumtwmmuiuth
S5 special qualities - speeial opportunities - sm
= Wp; ma-;m-unmucim
= j.hfbhuaanar. He 1s lucky. mhﬂ.
= mmmmmuxumuwaﬁw ‘
& say in explaining hie carser:

0%, ; "I didn't begin with askings, I took my
JOb and T stuck! And T teck the chamces they
m‘t; an' now they are calling “S.t Juok. *

 This is the tendency always in regard to &




(4)

M great moment to the world - to attribute
= it to something beyond ordinary humen efforts and
= processes - to msoribe it to Destiny - Pate - Luek.
Sy Pver since Abrahes Mmoiu's tragie ‘m
= MeblInnumvlumytomlhn
= and a myth of him, Men early said that there was
& mystery sbout his birth - that he was the son of
an unknown hut highly endowed futher. A nonsensi-
~oal elaim with no foundation but gossip. Indeed
the parentage of Linecln is 'ttr more fully bulwark-
od by dccumentes than is custemary in plenser dis-

triots.  Others overlosking his years of laber
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e & .

S said he was *raleed w* to save the ecuntry, others
= mah-xm.m_m.»mwnnu
2 8¢ the very moment of pesce - a whole pesple arepped

= on its knoes, nobauuiasmatumt,-

G priest, a Guide,

tc.  more valusble to this people u@)nu.n«u@a

o Studied as & man 1ike the rest of us. A man of

: hiﬁ ualities, no doudbt, but of qualities common

in seme degree to wald i wd Wiy
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nilmntm/ltypiodlyMﬂmm
fouent - good m, "W"' directness, a
amnmm.ummu,maaum‘unm.
‘mihu‘ MﬁMQQBCMM“Mm
wore less in the quality of endowment than the
methods he used in developing his endowsents. I
mm-mﬁrnmmmumu .
is mere gathfaélm to study, for thers never was
‘umwm,nrnr-mmmuumm-ln'
dirsetly and inevitadbly the mt.lt the conscious

and deliberate w'im of the mind and heart.

xtummupmmﬁu




"

mmthoolmtomnhumou':un.
I;uw..wnmmumwmm#

-zmmu-wup--ummm

’hmmm“ﬁ&hmru«.m,

facts, ideas, coupled with a passion to understand.

2
nu'y-tnitymuutm'm.untp-wd’u?'

|t0)ncoept the facts of its enlowt axtetemee is @
rare. ALl the majerity of us do,is to take what

is put into our minds and hands by M4 To



(&)
= the insistent “why® are met with the suthentie
S *don't aak questions®, unm curionity is Blinded
:< m they join tho»mthlaﬂu orowd. In the

o humble comsunity intc vhieh Lincoln was dorm his
g ~ Was the questioning, serious, prying, wnresisting
S wind. A more unpromising. field for a mind to

= uumxtmmhMtoMn. There in
what we call & god-forsaken land, so dreary and
ob mtmat.m-hisxqm;dmm
() AWCWMM&&!%.H&&&W
a9 w itinerant school masters, under the strain

o of sevare physioal tei) to support daily lite,
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without oontact with educated persons, and with no
stimulating opportunities, Abraham Lineoln i-n-
1iarised himself with the laws of nature, learned
the essential rudiments of mathematios and of eivil
government, became saturated ucns-'&:;cr the %
groeatest English poetry, learmed the mryh of
meeting men of all classes on equal grounds and of
interesting and swaying them, kept alivein-him-

& _mastery of English prossexpression at once indi-
vidual and a-j-n. one that by gemeral concession

of opinion places him among the masters of English
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prose, He did 21) this by grasping everything

(10)

about him, turning it eover, pulling it to pleces,
putting it together, making it his in ite facts,
its spirit, its tendencies. His early schoolmates
who have left their impressions of him invariably
speak of his persistency in getting teo the bottom
of problems, his energy in cormitting to memory
the contents of the hooks which came in his way,
his zeal in hunting hooks, borrowing and reading
them, One of his father's standing complaints

was the boy's habit eof dropping his work to talk

with & chance traveller, his instance in taking



= | (1)
= part in the neighborhood disoussions and his re-
=  morseless pinning down of everybody te explain
=  what they meant. That was what he was slways and
G etermally after - what things meant - what peeple
= meant. He grappled problems as if they were ene-
= mies on whose mrm his life depended. He
walked the floor with them at nighta, the furrows
with them by day - wnresisting until u‘&.mt.
He must not only understand it, “"see it*® as we say,
mwmnnmuu‘mmum
mind - placed where it belonged in his mind - in

mummmm I believe that
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S ummuu'mm—auum-.m,

LE oerder that nay,mlol-v;rormm-
:Z . mental slovemliness was & discomfort and humilisties
oy #0 him as real as having the buttons off the coat,
= the room undusted, the table dadly set is a

5 physioal discomfort to most of us. As essh new
3 M&Mtnﬂmmu}muhutm

<> slresdy in his sterehouse, he realised more and

£ more the effest of mew knowledge - the necessity
for it.- The result was he was always & student

umm«tmmn-nmmm

)
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¥hen Lincoln had arrived at a satisfactory
understanding he must put his conclusions into

words. e seems, somehow,to have felt that the

* intellectual process which was mot Mh—-

conplets. Mo dead scholarship for him, what he
mh'mtmmhmtmztum.
man, any boy, eould understand it. Unless he
AL i 1% lear 3 others he felt that, after
8l1, the ides was not conquered, not yet reslly
his. M.hm&‘l'mw&ﬂuthm

mmnmurmmnmmume

T aelire.
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Wsunm.
MWM

To a friend who asked him once how he had
mmm"ﬂ.ﬂohma: 'ﬁ-nm
ohild, I used to get irritated when anybody talked
tome in a way I could not understand. I do net
t“thu‘!n&got angry at anything else in my
1m;mwnmum§sm.mh-

ever dno. I can remember pug to my little



& (s
= bedroom, after hearimg the neighbors talk of an
= mﬂ.ﬁm'wnﬁr.mwumﬂlw'
" of the night walking wp and down and trying to make
C  out what was the exmot meaning of some of their, to
e me, dark sayings.

< 'Ioonimnm.mtgotnﬁhn
hunt for an idea until I had caught it; -u-m{
T thought I had got it, I was not satisfied until
I had repeated it over and over; Qtnxum
it in language plain enough, as I thought, for any
boy to comprehend. ‘Mamuuuotwn

amu.mummnup; for I am never
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= essy now, ‘when I am handling a thought, till I haw
. bounded it north and bounded it min, and hounded
— 4t east and bDounded it west.®

& This passion for clear expression grew om
SHE T The simplest words, the fewsst, was his aim.
£ Verbesity, undigested material, mmu-uis«.

= always irritated him. A bulky report weighed

<= down with thess faults was once handed him. Why

oan't an investigating oemmittee use a little com-
mon sense, he said. If I wend & man to find out
about & horse for me, I expect him to tell me that

horse's points, not how many hairs he has on his
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S

= $00 Sumidnebls result Se KAkewin oF S0

—  oontinued effort to understand and to put his

= ;mtaou inte plain language was m oourage and
= confidence it gave him to attack any new subject

©  which he needed to knmow.  When he first «om'
& u«mmiz.nnu-@ only twenty-three years
M T Gk Siee he Dt Dach IR s
g a:ut-«-nz trades, as far as employments was
S N e e e B B studied
carefully the -o-nuu Bt i o i S

- the »mr. preachers, State Assemblymen - trying
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to discover their seoret, to make up his mind what
there was about them, if anything, which was not
within his reach. He conmcluded there was nothing
at all., He could, if he worked, do all that they
-mﬁ. He would enter polities, announcs him~
-m-sawam,r-rta-muxmmm'-
Mnnmpummhnrdthw&
system, you will remember. A friemd to whom he
confided his ambitions told him his English was too
.ﬁ.mum:..gmm.

But I can learn it, Lincoln said. The

story of how he did learn 1t 1s familiar emough.
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How thoroughly the work was done one has only to
Mu’-,iottcnmm-nm-o. Out-~
side of an cccasional blunder with shall snd will
Mu“momhmtm\iqhm
Mmmuwmuh he ad-

Laths da o s,
aays split his infinitives. ke ;,MJL,._? _
| u.m«’mmu,t’umum
mtgluauuumo.mmum

when Lincoln had finished his letter accepting the

nomination to the presidemey he drought it to him
%o correct. Lincoln had written in regard te the

Platform adopted - It shall be my oare *to met
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violate or uirmu it in any peart.®

; Dr. Bateman suggested that to not yielate
was incorrect. Lincoln looked at the sentence a
moment and said in a puzaled way, "So you think I
better turn those two 1ittle fellows end for end, |
do you?*® The correction was made for in the letter
oF Neemplance se printet the *twe Jittle fullos®
are “"end for ong." But the eorrodion made no
impression apparently for constantly i his writ-
hpu!'ﬁc“iotﬁﬁaﬁ the blunder.

»a 1ittle later he repeated his feat ‘-’-



| at 452,
h-lxnh. He attacked law in the same way.

hat . Joa, U
Lincoln oame to the first test of his powers,

~ the study of the slavery question, his mind was

really resdy for it. The series of specohes which
he delivered between 1864 and his election in 18604

hmuuu;numwmtmu-

”tman of m'nrx. must be oounted, I ﬂn&, as

m.( ‘42 not the greatest, intellectua) feat smy
Amoricen has achisved. The process by which he
stuly of every one who aims £6 develep his intellset

to its full eapsoity, to train himself to exmot
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aQ ; ;
ey

F

b} 4
S

= | thinking and to sound conclusions.
% : hbqinuth.tﬁmutmtum
= with Mﬁ ’ubjoot; The very essential of any great
22 lﬂcuutuu» performance. He studied it, handled
G 4%, 1ived with it until he gradusily constructed an
.~ Wrgumént which was practiecally flawless. He was

o lmummuuputiuupthtw«n
great building. Every timber fits, every uli goes
aummtwmuumm»u»
less nail u drivem, mo pluﬁ. out, no defective
material. It is a“atn-;, mmc-u.
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= his anti-slavery addresses and letters. So sound ’

©  was he that no triek of oratery, no subtility of

o Mt. no brutality of attack on Doublas' part

c'  oeuld surprise him.

< He not onl:» turated himself with his sub~

£ Jeot, but he was never satisfied that he kmew it

. 811 - never satisfied that he had presented “tt in
ﬂu“nmt»w. He used to say that he oould mever
make the same spesch twios, that the subjeot con-
stantly was taking om new meaning - new signifi-
oance. It was that which gave inoreasing fresh-

ness to his handling of the guestion. His mind
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1= . Was never allowed to get stale by incessantly re~
l;;‘ poating that with which it was theroughly familiar.
= On the oontrary, it was kept alive and stimulated

plal | ‘
o by the addition of the new to the world -~ that is,

) ‘;i
§ ©

= he had the growing mind. The one that recognises

= that no matter how much we know on a subjeot we &

b s i

= hmh’nxtm. that we never get more than

half the truth do the best we can. One of the

(5.  mest oonspioucus differences between Lincoln and
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—  the way the two men treated fresh objections, facts
i Or arguments. Lincoln tackled them promptly with

%
"
o ,

= sest and sinocerity - welcomed them. Douglas
. i, i

an evaded or -ruzcuu. flew a vielent m
2 Mronﬁutomuommmt The
o one man wae working his mind, thoﬁurmm

on the work he had done in the past. ’

»"mm, was & source nmm to

y m during the civid War.




s _ (28)
g  hrowad to be true views. He listened to every
= man, argued with every man, mmﬁ-n'll
& pepers, tested his opinions by every PR S
= mrmmttaunﬁummumu
| many peeple, but he persisted. Ian.op.d‘nu
S nutmnmu-m»mnm-'
& the refreshment and correction of peints of view
gs;‘m'umuﬁmumm.“
informed and alive.

But if so ready to listen to the advice and

3%&%!:*&”&01'”“-
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move, when he had reached a comolusion. His con-
Ve
ulutn*n the result of so much olose and patient
study that they were naturally held tennciously.
Indeed Lincoln would always give up m temporary

advantage in politics rather than yield an opinion,

" which he was convinoed was correct. The most im~

portant thing to his mind was that the country
should think right. It was his business before

&1l to help her think right. If he believed a

‘Judgment was the true ome he must be true to that

even if it cost him and his party the particular

mmmmmnwm. There
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are two familiar mntﬁttm of this, the first
- mum.mu&-mm-ium
| he insisted on ssking a certain question which if
=  answered as everybody believed Douglas would answer
& 4%, would loose him the election to the Semate of
. the United States, which he was mtputlu Itth

i Douglas. Mwmwzn.umm

nmz-.mumumuummh

wanted before the people, and it was the receg-
nition of this truth and the faot that he stoed
for it that won him the nemination to the presi-
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In 1864 he 414 the same thing in regard to

the drart. Itmthou—or‘hm\?uddntm

olection. The war was at a stand still. The

wﬁh more dissatisfied with Lincoln. He

-ﬁmu-uu.mmsuu—a. His
friends besought him to wait until after the

m-mmmmmtm.

~ That does not matter, said Lincoln, we must lose

nothing even if I am defeated. I am quite willing
MM‘M&‘M&.@M. My re-

slection will mean that the rebellion is to be
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= erushed by force of arms, and he called for velun-
g teers at the moment of greatest despair.

i | nw.zgmoaum.tmm
oy sort of imtellectual imtegrity. It is what Kip-
1ing means when he talks of “doing the thing as w
ﬂo»‘utcrmmdw“thqm.' It is
what Linooln meant when he talked of *firmness in
the right as God gives us to see the right.® It
ummmmuwmmc
the mind - this recognition of the necessity of be-
T The mind is a

~ proud and sensitive organ. Treat the results of
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= its operations lightly - ewvade them, temporise ;

i  with them, juggle with them - and it takes its

T  revenge. It 1@ you where your will backs you
= up in false views - tricks and deceives you. It
S fs Just se sesential thet ews pliy Pair with Mo
= mind as that he feed and exercise if he wants hon-

> ' est work from it.
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i He was as careful always to guage a man's
= | limitations as he was his capacity. He saw that
< ummn-dutybothtou-nmt.othooomm
ey uhnhtomamthmntodntmann
b as what could. It was ome of his greatest slements
E of strength in the war. He generally saw nearly

.
f;é vhat he was going to get, and realised what he M‘

G

Efiip
11

would get, but must swpply from other sources. If

A

hh«;nmeiﬂuum;m
, mhm'huuuutmtofhh,w
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éﬂwhhhhthmnm. It was the secret of
his patience with general m-i general, official
after offioial.

Many are the stories which mumh this.
MlamltCOMMtﬂmm;
and useful person who made a great deal of fuss
and noise about whatever he had to do., His asso-
oiates complained to the president. It was imtol-
Mouhmwmm'.mum.
-hmus-«w:mm_mrmm
'NMQQM; mluw.
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© the ull to kneok out the trigger which was o re-

xmm.“xmmmtmm
ordies coming up from him. The officer did not
muth.mnmxmtmmm
hurt that boy? Why don't you send someome to his
Sssistance? The master mmiled. No, he said, he's
all right. That's just his way. The moment he
gote under the hull he begine squealing, bdut he
muummmwutm.mn.
mmmn.mmmtmwnpm,

and the boy oame out smiling. Now, t&t':ﬂnw

mw When he undertakes & piece of
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work he begins to howl. It's just his way. He
uuuumummm,m his task is

and that he is on hand performing. And that's

S . the really important thing. Don't mind him.®

= There are many examples of this -u: h-oré\ —

| e \
= ous wholding of a waluable efficer or eofficial,

©  who had disturbed somebody's m or prejudices.

¥~ Probably the most nluﬁ).o to the country was Lin-
coln's famous reply to the scandalised oitisen who
oame to msk that Grant be relieved becsuse he drank. |

*What kind of whiskey does he drink?* asked Lincolm. |

*I should like to send some of our gemerals a bar-
L

o
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rel of the kind Grant Mﬁl-'

Wot even personal insult would swerve him
Mmuun'mmiuum whom he bhelieved
mﬁmmuom In the onse of
Eaward Stanton Linooln had suffered a kind of in-
mtmm for a man of superior mind and char-
m to overlook. An intentional rebuff, eme .
 founded solely om the faot et tne outward appear-
‘ “-um@tmmhmumhw
e sessetian.  Tiascis e kv & bati
| M man. His clothes loose and 112~fitting,

nd mot oftem remewed. His first mesting with
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Etanton was in Cineimnati, where both men had been
engaged as counsel in a famous suit. One of the
lawyers in this oase once told me, with bitter apit- ,
reproach, of his and Mr. Stanton's attitude towmrd
¥r. Lincoln.

"We knew nothing of him exvept that our
client believed in him and wished him employed, and
‘~m§hamﬁnmuuxmor. with nis
' w;rm-mn-buntmmm
in the middle, we deliberately turned our backs
nii-. ¥o snubbed him throughout the trial, be-

cause of his appearance. I feel that x'm
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the humiliation I feel in telling this.®
Mr. Stanton was uﬁor in his contempt for
Lincoln later, but Lincoln learned at Cincinnati
when ho heard Stanton arguing the case that here
was a great lawyer. He came to believe later that
he was & grest patriot and he brought him inte his
Cabinet for the sake of the Country. Ana Stanton
mmmluhmmunhmnw
ummumummr. that this
'm.wmmmmnm-m their
.m-mmnm:futhmmm

 frem Siem their Dest, prevented their nistakes and
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directed their polioy. One by one they all npn,

7  Seward and Stanton among the first to say openly

£ and homestly - He is the best man of us. It is

& mot to be supposed that Linocoln was insensible to
e 1500 st o Stanton at Sintuintt, s |

57 supereililim such as Seward showed at the opening

©  of the administration. There is endurance enough |

< that he was emtirely comsoious of; the limitations |
5 of his education, ont!roi: consoious of the m ‘
> emees im general culture and address, between wa (

_ had & juster sense of the relativé importance of




conseious tribute to the faith that the pacple have

in m’. jut many of those who quote him fail to
ﬂtm him the real help he has to give. It is
”‘l lﬁl particular opinion, not hig wit ‘and wisdom,
not his wonderful and mor.lmz‘ letters and speeches
ﬁtﬂh are his great contribution. The temper with
mm he W hig problemp,the methods by
Mﬂh he MQd them, thers lies the deep and real
| 1mm Lineoln has for every man Or woman '

¥

Who would £1t himself for servies. Wis 1ife is &




