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NISS TARBRLL'S RAPORT GF THR SO O ARTICIES OF DRAMATIC
IPISONRS IN THR NISPORY OF THR WTED STATES,

@V 2o Meien of the Meslamation of Satsentenses JWY 4.

Al78. The Scens in Endependence Mall at the time of the final“vote.

Encidents of the exeiting three days® dedate preceding adoption,

Qommittes who framed the Declaration, composed of Jefferson, Adams and

Pranklin, Jefferson's part in the work, Where did he get his ideas?

Was the phraseology his own or plagiarised? The Declaration goes to

the country, The way it was received, (80 far as I knew, the con-
““Sents of the newspapers at the time have mever been published at all).
““$ne engrossing on paper of the Deslaration and its final signing on
#ugust B (the BDeclaration was not signed om July 4, 1778, as is popu-
larly supposed).

| Por illustration there would be a splendid series of
portraits possible, of course, the, chief of which should be Jefferson.
Por W, Pyle I shuld Wﬁ:&;ﬂ’ﬁz Indenepdence Hall during the
Pebate, or pa'np the moment on which tha final vete on the Declara-
tion was npmn. : : :
(2 |/ Sisntac of the Gonstatusion Septs AZ, 1767, The scene

fn the Mall at Philadelphia when the members met to siga the document.
Pu room, the members, the dogument itself. Pranklin's humorous and
touching address to the Gomvention, The nerbers _84gn.  Brief account
of the eventa of the comvention which hat been sitting sties She Bidc
dle of May. he Gonsfitution before the country, The exeiting
struggle for ratificmtiom, (It was net until May 29, 1790, in fact,
that the last of the Thirteen States ratified the Gomstitution).

There is splendid 1llustrative material hers, The
well known picture of the signing of the Gomstitation oould be repro-
duced, and Pyle might wery well make a pioture of Srankiin®s sveaking
his last words to the nmders. The material for this is wishin easy
reach, Pacsimiles of a portion of the document, of the Mall, of au-
tographs, ete, cculd easily be obtained, though this sort of thing has
been dons ac mush that we should have to he careful to aveid being

commenplace,
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(3)-»} The Oreek Debate 182‘4. The greatest wave of emotion
which overspread the United States, from 1820 to 1824, at the time of

the struggle for the independence of Greece. G(reek societies formed
all over the country, mass meetings held, large sums of money raised.
Oongress appealed to to aid Greece. Vehster makes a splendid speech
presenting a resolution that a commisaion should be sent to @reece by
the President., Clay, Webster's political opponent, mekes eloquent
speeches in behalf of Greek 1ndopondonco.' Glu'ai efforts to preserve
the independence of the South Amoriemmltopublicl. The Monroe oc-
trine is announced. The subject ;ives a splendid chance to show how
universal was the synpathy at that time with any people struggling
for independence and how unwilling we were that Burope should inter-
fere with the struggling republics on this side and how little thought
we had of doing such a thing for ourselves.
There are two good subjects for Pyle in this article:

a popular demonstration in favor of Greece and a scene in Congress as
Clay or Webster was speaking. The principal portraits should be of
Clay, '.oboter and Monroe.

Y Tueg < Qanyn Bure

(¢) Richmond in ch, 1807, at Opening of Burr Trial.
S . _ crowda .~
One of the most motley and at the same time distinguished ever brought

together in this country. Passion at its height, even the President
of the United States was at work influencing the result. 7rial last-
ed five months.  _¥as with unfailing interest on part of Burrf's friends
and opponents,

While Burr and Marshall are the central figures, there
are a scors agid more of side figures of hardly less interest. Por-
trajt opportunities irmenses Burr, Marshall, Wirt, Theodosia Burr,
Randolph of Roanoke, Blennerhassett, Andrew yackson--All the pictur-
esque Western crowd in the conspiracy. Pyle probably choose a scmane

in court room during trial,

(2)



(5) \/ Andrew Jackson and the Nullifiers’ Dec. 10, 1832, President

\Jaakson issued a proclamation against the South Carolina Nullifiers.

Its reception wes something extraordinary, especially in the North,

where the country went wild with enthusiasm, It had the effect in xhs

South Carolina of squashing completely the secessiog movement. Simply
the story of the unexpected way the proclamation came out, of the as-

tonishment, rage and enthusiasm of the country, closing with some ac-

count of the impression of Jackson which it left on the country, is
qQuite enough for the article.

A series of portraits of Jackson could be used if desirable.
For Pyle the only thing that 1 see Just now is a picture on some of
the popular demonstrations which followed the issuing of the prosla-
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The article might be very well called

4

ippecanoce It is by far the jolliest, noiest, most

esidential campaign ever held in this country. The

thusiastic p

issues were taking 6na¢. Van Buren} Harrison's opponent, was sup:osed

to be the representative of voal&h and aristocracy, while Harrison

stood for democracy and the poor g‘t;
o
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t : for three months. It really wagia great national frolic the ‘
. - \ 1y never will see again,
of which we have never seen t;::,/’andu\:robab y
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rative material here which
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There is a lot of cuyrfious illu
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o be difficult to
might be usnd)ip the way of cartoons, though it would :
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(3)

might be used )‘i\nrtho";“ of cartoon;, though it would be diffioult to
handle it so as not to make the illustration of the article look very
much like other similar papers which have appeared. Van l\u"on. Har-
rison and Tyler portraits would, of course, be necessary, and Mr. Pyle
would have no dirficulty in getting a picture from the Nustings.
While the above seemed to me perhaps the beet half desen,

there is another splendid sudjest ia °Is Missouri a Btate or net?®
This 18 the great fight ever the admissien of Missowri in 188§. A
most dramatic seene occurred in Oongress on Pedb, 16, 1888, at the
counting of the eleeteral votes., The report vas held wp because it
vas contended that Misseuri was not a state, pnd (Qf course am ascount
of the adoption of the Missouri Cempromise should come into this indi-
dentally in order to make the matter clear, and it would be a good
place to show that this compromise did not originate with Olay, as was
popularly supposed, but the reason that he won the title of the Great
Pacificator at this time was that he used his chance to smooth over the
quarrel at the time of the counting of the electoral votes, Olay,
of course, would be the central figure of this article, which I feel

sure would be a very dramatic ome.

| [/ May 10, 1837, is a dramatic date whish might well serve for
a subjeet. 1t 1s the date on whieh the New Yerk banks in a bedy sus-
pended specie papment, This would lead wp to an aseount of the great
boom whieh led to the panio in 1837 and some of its results.
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