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Ida M,Parbell,
120 E,19th 8t,,
New Verk Clty,

Feb.18,1925,

Dear Miss Tarbell:-

Following mine of the 13th relative to the Barton N.Y.

Times article of Feb.8,I have given the story a “once over®, I would like
nothing better than to have the time to devote to an analytical review of
the various claims and comnterclaims of the Nancy Hanks researchers, I
believe we are in a stage of "research",rather than "investiigation*,if

a distinetion may be drawn., I would like to make report on it as would
the foreman of a grand jury after hearing the evidence,good.badd and in-
different. I do not think the case has yet reached the court. You know
the witnesses btefore a court on the trial of an issue are sonfined to
matters of personally known facts,leaving it to the court and jury to
adduos the conclusions., Before a grand jury,greater latitude is permitted.
Reports,rumors,hearsay,opinions etc.,are expressed,-not exactly as evi-
dence,but as a means of discovering evidence, Before the grand jury now
in session,there have been many witnesses ocalled, I am not thoroughly
posted on all the testimony,but 1f I were summing it up at this time,the
witnesses I beliave I would pay most attention to would be Dennis Hanks,
Rerndon,Hitchcook ,Tarbell and Barton. I would not go at it with a view
to proving that any one of them knew the whole truth,nor that any one of
them proves any other of them knowingly false., It has been a case of
groping in the dark,.The recent pathetic case of Floyd Collins wriggling
through the dank caverns of the unexplored Kentuckyeavees 18 quite anal-
ogous to the explorations of the Nancy Hanks genealogists,They have heen
literally feeling their way by the light of a fliokering candle,

All I ocan possibly do at present is to make a few gen-
eral observations,and without a book at hand to refsr to for the defi-
nite statement of anv author.

Thers hnas always been in the Lincoln background an
overhanging eloud of mystery in his maternal genealogy. Undeniably,he
was the son of Nancy Hanks, Some have claimed that he was the i1llegit-
imate (so salled) son of Nanoy Hanks,and that Thomas Linecoln married
Naney in order to give her child a name,ete, I belleve it was to dis~
prove this story that largely prompted Mrs.Hitochcock to erawl into the
cavernas, She ocame out with proofs of a regular marriage and the subse-
quent mature birth of the child Atraham.Thie was her great triumph,She
may have pleced Nancy's aneestral Hanks into a crazy quilt,but that was
more or less lnocidental to her main purpose. Perhaps she was so vertieal
in her sense of social reoctitude as to "lean backwards" in her effort
to prove strict virtue in all the Hanks lines,colateral as well as lin-
®al, I believe one "zrand jury" hearsayer went so far as to claim that
Naney wes not true to Thomas after he had married her and that there
ceme near being a family fight over it,and that the removal to Indians

was to get away from the diesgrace into which she had fallea in the Ken-

tucky neighborhood,The public received such stories as slanderous inven-
tions,and likely they were,and yet,you know the old addage "where there
is muoeh smoke,there must be some fire', I do not always swallow thgtﬂ
addage without salt,but still 1t has lived on its merit, Dennis Hanks
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was admittedly an illegitimate ohild. As I recall it,Herndem quoted Abra-
Bam Linocoln as saying that Dennis came into the world "by the back door",
or something to that effect, I de not just recall where Mrs. Hitchecock
places Dennis Hamks (1f she does it at all) Barton says he was the il-
legitimate son of Nanoy,daughter of Joseph.It is this daughter,Nancy,
that has been regarded as Abraham's mother.That would make Dennis and
Abraham half brothers. Not probable, Nor could Joseph Hanks have two
Nancies. It is also true,I believe,that a Nancy Hanks lived much with
the Sparrows. Was this Nanoy Mrs.Sparrow's sister,or her niece?

As I said at the start,I cannot take the time to technically
analyze the situation,nor would I attempt to do it without reviewing
all that has been written on that tople.

For the present,I muc$ say that I am impressed with the consis-
tenoy of Barton's claims, Out of the "mess" he has at least adduced a
fairly consistent story. I o¢an hardly say that he has "proved" his as-
sertions,but he asserts them with such emphasis as to suggest his pos-
gession of the proofs. Perhaps he has had to bridge some of the apert-
ures with weak timbers,but if he ocan construct a bridge that satisfies
unbiased reason,he has at least made a valuable contribution. His report
takes ocare of Dennis Hanks,of Nanoy Hanks the daughter of Joseph,of Luoy
the sister of Nanoey,of Lucy's Nanoy the mother of Abraham Lincoln,of the
Hanks-Sparrow confusion: he has made Lucy the goat and gilven her a good
whitewashing. He has unearthed some Rookingham County recerds,the integ-
rity of which we cannot reasonably question,They say truth harmoniges
with every other faot, The fact that we are confronted with inconsist-
ent statements from different researchers would indicate the AAd harmon-~
iger of faets is yet to come forth., Barton is attempting that Job,and
a large one it is, I am not disposed to dispute him simply beeause he
contradicts others, litehecock and Tarbell contradicted predecessors.Bar-
ton,it seems to ms,has made such a prima facle case that is likely to
stand until broken down by others. He has the advantage of being the
latest witness,

I am patiently waiting for someone to tell me who was Will-
iam Hank,of Roeckingham and Monroe,my great grandfather, And what my
grandfather Caleb (b.1789) meant when he said (in 1860) that an auat,or
cousin,or other relative by the name of Nanoy Hank had gone to Kentuoky
and married a man by the name of Linecoln (Lin-con,was the way he pro-
nounced it) and had not been heard from for years., According to Barten,
Lineoln's mother Nancy was born in 1785,making her five years old than
my grandfather Caleb, She matbied Tbomes Lincoln in 1806,when my grand-
father was 17. At that time he lived in Monroe Co.,a sort of half way
point between Rockingham and Kentuoky.¥Why and how could such a report
have reached him andi stuek in his memory till 1860,in Ohlie. He was a
good 0ld Methodist and was regarded as a man of high character, As to
whether he said "aunt® or "eousin® or "relative",I am inclined to allow
more or lesg latitude in the transmission of his tradition from his
generation to the present one. It seems improbable from anvthing actually
proved to date that Nanoy Hanks Lincoln could have been his aunt.joseph
Hanks' William is accounted for by Mrs.Hitchcock,0ur William Hank died
in 1823,and his wife was Susanna Berry who died in 1837,as I have recent-—
1y learned. We may have descended from John Hank of Pa,,but I believe
that the Penn.,Hank and the Amella Co.,Va,,Hanks families were one and
the same clan. For the present, Yours sincerely, A.E Ewing
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