/ held its opening session in
the winter of 1834-35. It was Lineoln's first ewporimee a8 o
legislator and it was a rather tame one. In nuhhr M the
‘members were called to an extra session whish proved to be in
every way more excitimg and more portentious than its predecessors.
The ohie!' reason for its being called was in itself caleulated to
oﬂulu-ato the hopeful young law-givers. A census had bun tak en
sinee their last session and so large an inerease in population
had been reported that it was considered nesessary to summon tlu'
'ulmbly to re-apportion the legislative distriets. When the re-
tppotntiunt was dons it was found that the gensral Assenbly was
inereased by 50 meambers, the number of senators being raised from
20 to 40, of representatives from 55 te 91]. In—-1881,; the hlmlll-r
had-been increased—from ——to 61, (5_ &wm of 50 mambers in 4
years excited the imegination of the State and-inapized the lagjis-
davers. . The dignity, im-—prespesity, and importanee of Illinois
suddenly assumed M proportions. % W hgtnﬂ that the
story of New York's growth in wealth and influenece Iru to be re~

peated in &Bﬁ- new eountry and every ambitioms man

determined to lead in the rise of the state vhiech now seemed
assured.

The work begun in the previous session on internal im-
prov‘-untn took a new form. The goveérnor in oalling the menbers
together had said: “"While I would urge the most liberal support
of all such measures as tending with perfest oqrtdﬁr to inerease
the wealth and pl;o.ortty of the state, I wuld at the seme time
most respectfully suggest the propriety of leaving the ﬁuﬁua
of all uuh--u wherein it mhhnuuuunnrut the
general uun-t te individual enterprise.” The legislators WA
umuudmummmmumamwm '




 delegates and platform nnl Just ‘appeared the first m m
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M for internal improvements whish had they been ecarried uk
out would have given the state sommunications in 1840 a:luntﬁm Z
equal to those of to-day. The map on page shows the ineor-
porations of railroad and canal eompanies in the extra session of
the Ninth Assembly, 1835-36 and in the regular session of the
Tenth, 1886-37, 16 of the railroads were shartered in the former
nm-a.ﬁ/ﬂmln and his colleagues did not devote their at-

tention entirely to ehartering railroads, hm. Ten schools

were tered in um same session, some of them exist to-day. Au &b

were the Dmvillo A&huy. Carnis Acad
Labor shdel, Burnt Prniﬂo Man

Catham Mx.l

Seminary, Alt

Labor School, M

Labhor 8School, Mt. @ 1 Academy, Bl ngton Pemal e
L Female Institute and
The absorbing topie of the winter, however, and the one

in whieh Lincoln was chiefly coneerned was the threatened naturali-.
sation of the eonvention system in Illinois. Up to this time
~eandidates for offiee in M‘aﬁ generally nominated them-
selves as we have seen Lincoln doing. The only formality they
imposed upon themselves was to oonmlf a little unmthoril_qﬁ \ /Q
sensusxefxpaxsanxk caious of personal Mm‘l. 'ﬂn.ﬂt.ﬂpnﬂl

of this caugus did not stand in their way at dm
@ly osutious pnrlonag 8o long as party lines were in-
distinet and i-'._ho“pornnnal qualities of a eandidate were oonsidered .
ratlur than his platform this happy-go=lueky, Mmtu Ilm Qf

mtmuon was pouib:l.o%t hul been gradually m,, m——
In the ease of rmu«mu muhtu the mhﬁﬂ Mib

muu.ummamwmuum, Mﬂﬂm ;
prestamtial sonvention came the “mashine,® an numﬂ m{
-mmmmn t-f(r-rtvmun-mnummﬁ””f '
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effort. By means of primaries and conventions one candidate was
put forward by a party instead of a dosen being nm to offer
themselves. The strength whieh this convention gave the demo-
orntu party whieh first adopted and developed it was enormous.

R uu whigs opposed the new mmtuuq.}____ -
‘ m it “was mm to abridge m umzn of

g rmu by depriving individuals, on their own mers metion, of

the pum.;'u of beocoming csndidates and depriving each man of the
right to vote for a candidate of his own seleotion and cholee."
The effiecacy of the new method was so &pparent, however,
that let the !hl.gu preash as they would, it was rapidly adopted.
By 1835 the whole mashinery was well developed in New ingland and
New York and had bwo apput tha 'ﬁu. In the mewkixxx
8

north of Illinois the demoerate begun to orgenize under the :

leadarship of two men of eastern origin and trnuxu.l ‘Ebeneser

Peek ;f Chioago, and Stephen A. Douglas of -T'u'klonﬂn.c. and this
session of the Illinois legislature gf the convention system
beocame a subjeot of discussion.

The Whigs, Lincoln among them, vioclantly opposed the
nev scheme. It was a Yankee contrivanee they said favored only
by Yankees like Douglas or worse still by monarehists like Peek.
They resalled with pious indignation that Pesk was a Cmsdisn

brought up under an aristocratie form of government that he had

‘even deserted the liberal party of this government to go over to

the ultra monarchist: In spite of” # warnings, however, the
e
eonvention system was approved l vote of R6 to 20,




