It i that of Rodin's Penseur. He sits at the foot of the Pantheon, at ¢
of B4, Genivieve, with bent head and brooding brow looking over Paris asd #n

the very embodimaht of the question which 1ies despest in the soul of this 1

How now What are we do doy
Coming upon him unexpectedly as I did after a few hours in a once w

known end always well-beloved quarter, after looking omﬂun m Mh '.
which not over ome-third of the once busy shops were open, after passing poin
after point which had been riddled by bombardment, after finding all ih SR
"aspiring beautiful youth ‘that once made this the most joyous spot im #

‘the great.figire seemed to be asking the same question which had taken
of me,- Ih‘t sn"'th‘oy to doy Where ave theytfo Beginy :

More and more as I look about and ask this question, I am con
if this battered, rent thing is to be mestored,-- and it must be m 0

sake of the world's eivilization -~ it ie the French women that must m;# :

not the politicians, let them do their best - or worst - but it is not 4
will 1ift and save ’rance, It has got to be done from ﬁomm he »
people live in love and labor, And it is the women who will play the el

- there, Their mt in the peace which has come is not uﬂ.ﬂ"m#

in the war that is past.
They come to this work with the most terrible u-um

mm&wﬂaummutum n_
"wmmmﬁuMumm";m




*.lvl the Senate and Chamber of lDeputies they are m'd 1,40
they are the very flesh of the flesh and heart of the heart Ol'
for they are the uuhubnuulthouihﬂnnuhm

body of the killed have been the young = the working young. m
mothers who were uiytu on sons have lost them, that wives di
pended on husbands and fathers are without them. M_ can hardly
torrﬂb that loss is unless he understands something of the m i
thing which in our ignorgnce we so often declare does not exbt. utm
ist anywhere in any country in a more :La‘;in.to and responsible fashionm, “Q
fuller reseguition of 10s relation 3o seainby, thas &8 Paases. T WA
little of it, It is like the gardens in the French cities and ¢
no yards,” I hear our Americans saying again and again., They de
beknd these rows of housefronts are almost invariably ntth gardens,

Jj furnished, gay and always in use when the weather permits. The family hm

s Moo §6 Prancs ot s ke garden, but terribly lacerated. It is brea

E go into these houses, and have them show you the lists of those near “ "
| J‘(\\: are dead, appalling lists sometimes in length as well as in the nearness ”"
“; relation, : .
;1:1 These women are not only facing the problem of being m
:D;r men, but they are facing the agonising onme of making a life for the -I

| - that have come back to them more or less mutilated, the blind, the |

| g armless, those whose brains have been stupified by gas ogherror. |

into femilies worn down by four years of privation and n“*'.
must somehow build them up, hedp them to learn to live. For the
There is - 1zatio

men are brave, at least om the urfa.u.
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One sees plenty of evidencee of the difficulties. The
fdr a motorbus near the gmrden of the Luxembourg I had an
ﬁmm-ﬂudmthstmtmtlrﬁdrwm .
is taking '-, their old habits at once, came a woman of 25 or 30, her am g
that of a blind man, his eyes still bound up. The twe were walking '.uy.
heartily, with every appearance of old time Sunday holiday spirit. I MM
it was that fell or exploded just then, perhaps the tire of & passing i
whatever it was, it threw the blind man inte pamic., He turmed white, steg
ggasped the woman. It was beautiful to see and hear her. “"Thers, M Q N,

she said to him, "Don't be foolish, You, you who were not afraid of all *m -d‘

the Germans to jump at a little noise in a peaceful street when 1 Ml ‘hold of m
arm, That is not courage. Come on now, forget it. You wre I“h n. you are uh.
Shame on you.” Me promptly took the cue, straightened up bravely, and smilingly :

=8 went on.

% These were common people, probably before the -l went away a m”

? chant just commencing his business. Hut you see the same thing on the m m ﬂ
E the water in the Champs Elysees quarter. 1 have seen elegant little M m*
‘r;ﬂ probably never before in their lives had had a care or responsibility m to m

E22 husbands or brothers or perhaps lovers who had lost a2 leg to walk. L Mﬂ ﬂ-

Q(::—“ - other day, u‘hnlu-o gentleman, correctly and fashionably c.ld in dvm i -‘
& with a little woman by his side trying their utmost to carry the thing off “ m
g as well as courage.

Q(? One can easily imagine how this problem i#f teaching the

go about courageously under his handicap is complicated often i’ﬁ. 201
dividual. They don't all take it like the little blind merchant and

‘ gentleman. And the woman thus has the problem not only of the
[ but of the moral and mr:l.tul.. Nothing but great om“
= ummm :




4o

This woman who so often has been stripped of her man n_"ﬂ::;
more or less mt:lhtoﬁ, has again and again in all classes been se .
child, The war cut down her resources, destroyed hr trade, “ up *-
which she and her husband had always Werked:tggether. She closed her m;im, :
her child and went to work. The sepgration has been hard, how hard one “ﬂﬁ
any Sunday afterncon at any one of be institutions where the children are groupeds

If the mother is wilhin reach she always goes, carries liﬁh pth, m ﬂ
98 tne 138420 one uneia visiting hours are over. Then come tears on one. M ﬂ

screams on the other, This woman wants her child back, but she must m M
of a home for that and for a home there must be money, and for money tﬁt!l M N

work.

Whatever her handicap , the death of her man, his mutilation or the loss

of ouppqrt, for the great mass of the women of France, town and country, the M
need is work - and it is for the most of them all they ask. "Give us work and we
NG will do our part,” an intelligent woman of ducation and rofiulnt said to me »

v she bent over the child she was visiting at one of these blessed centers w

(5 ’

T~ and directed by American generosity and devotion.

i: She must have work to do her part in re-creating Franey, and there's the
[— ;

&

Q\C‘L' ki : fis 30
@ Begin at the bottom and look for a moment at the labor situstion for the

masses of these women. It is an old story - the way they ram inte mm

factories and indeed into every kind of undertaking which contributed dire
indirectly to war needs. It is trus that in Framce the upper class m
seek he ractory as in England, but great numbers came from all m :
ployments, -.ny of them driven out of thése employments buuu M”m
them useless. They came in great numbers frem the country, t_m
teen years up. Now these factories have closed and a very .'
n1M-u the cities and industrial cemters. 'ﬂn women o
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in war munition works in and around Parie and that have been tw m l.- S
turmed to their homes, The' other two thirds, practically all of the M m, :
those who went in at fifteen or sixteen, are refusing teo leave the city. There :
is unquestionably a group of those that are refusing because they have taken h the
vices of the city., ' -

The spread of drunkenness among French working wommn sinee the war broke

. out is something that is worrying everybody who comes in comtact with it, the more
because she has been a sober woman, content with her glass of wine or her M"Ol'
cognae, but many of these young munition workers have become drunkards and have
taken on the free street life thaf goes with ite They won't leave Paris now be-
cause they are what they are. You find them doing all kinds of things. I ran into
& bevy of them the other day before a famous church, selling little mementos of a
famous saint. They had been nice girls once, but you knew by their faces what they
had become. I talked with them e while. They were quite franmk, They would never

leave Paris for the country, it was too slow there. They would find something

better ban selling reliques soon, Now one can imagine how the Commission on Woman's
Work is exercised over this group, for it means that if it somehow cannot be saved,

most of the girle will land in that terrible lowest life of raris, a life which for
pure brutality I fancy cannot be equalled in any ober ¢ity of the werld. If one |
wants to know what it is, he should read that powerful and terrible book "ue Tigre
ot le Uoquelicot.” There you have what they tell me is a true pieture ot the

ferocity and bestiality of what we know as the Apaches. To keep these young ﬁ!h

that the war has already 8o injured from that group is no small m

But if some of these women are remaining because M m :

the vices of Faris, there is another much greater group whe M
-Mum to rise. There is no doubt about it. &l-m



among these ?rench women who have for centuries so contentedly
they were born llol.u the thing they had learned to do. They are net :
be working women in the old way. They want to better themselves, Few of m |
girls who have been released frem munition factories are willing to go into lﬂ-
mestic service, though they might there earn more money. Indeed at)tthe moment
a maid can among visiting foreigners at least, almost make her own price. They
tell me at the employment bureau for women which was opened by the hbor llllm
two years ago particularly to take cars of the labor situation ameng m h‘
there are several objections in the girl's head:- The hours pre practically un-
limited; there is a certain social disadvantage; you are less free; you have ne
epportunity to "get on". It sounds femiliar! It's the domestic servige problem in
the United States beginning here as a direct result of She war experiences of women,
There is only one solution for bhe w country. The employment must correct ite
disadvantages - get itself on a business basis, make a dignified trade of iteself.

And Shey don't want to ”w.' While the war was on the munition fastory

hed for the French working woman a real fascination., She left her ﬂlm for
it. Indeed so many women went out of the clothing industries that it m‘ fa f-
ficult to get enough employees for work om uniforms. They preferred munitions, as
it was more interesting, more exciting and a change, Now the munition works are
closing and the women wants still less to sew - or do anything she did before, if
she had a good trade before the war, as so many of them did, we may wonder why they

do not return, The reason is that so many of these trades are slow in re-opening,
cannot do 8o until the ammy is demobilized. Another is that they have not only 10#
the taste bt the touch for their old handicraft. Making shells spoils the fingers
for making hc.o; cleaning streets and éewing up sand bage ruins a hand for hlﬂ
silk n-vtn(. They're spoiled for their old trades, It is one of those m

fruite of war that will be realized more poignantly stillas time goes on and ﬁ;ﬂ
men return. ;

it o e e (R A
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80 here we have it - the new trade shut down, the old one ot
ambition born. This ambition is epitomized in a word which you hear on m
side, Re-edugation. It is the necessity and up:l.utlon of the moment, m
of these working women look to clerical work to satisfy their new lﬂt and hope.

Of course few of them have a proper instruction to become usefulclerks, but they
learn a little typewriting and filing end take the examination necessary. -;u, the
first half of 1918, there were over 62,000 applications for offige work of seme ﬁl‘ '
made at the woman's employment bureau of the War Department. Only 9,000 of thewe
could be placed. Some 16,000 of thee were of the class that I mentioned, women who
vmt‘od to improve themselves and yet had little instructien. At the same time, not
one-tenth of the women offering themselves as stenographers were really skilled.

This embition of the vérking woman t0 make her way into Bhe clerical class
hg- little promise at the moment. The gradual closing down of the war machine is
already beginning to displace French clerks and stenographers. A French friemd of
mine who has sixty or seventy lkillo:ﬂ“n;uta and Rerks tells me that he knows that
in a shott time he will have to cut dhem down by 80 per cent. He has warned the
women bkt they are taking the stand now that the state having smployed them, must
take care of them. They are not going to make efforts themselves to get enything
outside: This is one of the weaknesses of the woman's labor situation that you en- :
counter everywhere, The state must take care of her. I have run amcross it again
end again in the employment buresus where women who have passed an examination and
Bave been put on the lists sit squarely in their chairs and announce to the directors
that they will not look for work outside, that it is the business of the w
to find it for them!

All of the work in the Government 3*302&, 80 far as it m

women, and indeed a great deal with cencerns m, is done by "
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floed of seekers for work with both intelligence and kindliness,
trying propesition now that the work to give is so much less thl the M M is
asked, Take a place like the bureau which recruits for secretary and d’tt_.u work,
and where examinations nr*h.ld for every candidate. It is a most Mm m

EE to see the satisfaction which these busy, tired women have in every woman whe really
; passes. A pretty scene in which I was included simply because . happened to be

?? - standing around at the time illustrates what I mean. A woman of perhaps 35 hd.ﬂt
:j with her boy, & fine little fellow of 12, to see if she had pcuo‘. hl v- was

‘%l waiting with the greatest anxiety for as she explained to me, her husband Wwho had

% been a schoolmaster had been wounded, and he would never be able to do that work

(QE again, He was going to reeducate himself. He was a brave fellow and he would do it,
g but noy it was for her to find something., She had learned stenography and she thought
E‘ o she had learned it well, but of course one newer knew. These examinations were very

hard, Thec papers finally came and she had passed. Three or four women connected
with the machinery of the office gathered about her laughing and congratulating her,
The boy danced up and down, The woman wae the picture of happiness. Now she was
the protege of the state, and her faith that the stage would find her semething was I
uniouhded, One can only hope that it does, and soon, And if it does I know that

the same joyous congratulations will take place in that little employment Wa
The probability is now, however, that she will have to wait, and perhaps
wait long, for I turned from her -to & woman experienced and much better educated
than she, who had been waiting a month for a position. She was one d’ the cases of
which you find numbers now in France, a l‘ronoi: woman formerly employed in some u'l_
of the American departments. There have hoon hundreds of them. The m lt
this wvery bureau told me that he had hinolf placed over a thousand, hi that ql
we were now cloding down they were rapidly being thrown out of mun. :

The necessity of using French women in bunau up ourwwork im
obvious oun.h At the -unuu uv-unnm:h Itﬂl'-‘
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from the ranks of the French, And we have used them for a variety of tut..' in'
the Paris headquarters of the Red Cross teday there are about nine hundred. They
include telephone girls, the women at the information d;lll. postal clerks, ‘tole-
Ignfhoro, filing clerks, typists, as well as those in the pn:l.ﬂhi of m
secretaries, There are a few women of particular training and ability h m i
capacities, They have been most valuable in the persomnel dom, tn \h

are better judges of their own countrywomen than we can possibly l.-' l’t ll
tically upuuno indeed for the plausible but unskilled te pass by thess '
WrmassaC _

_-n.q

mm thcbﬂ shall we say, ny-“ are not teo deceived, ;

- .

r

e

to-de. Out of this daily contact of the women of the two countries im eur many
departments of work im France results are bound to come, 'l'bo attitude towards work
and the methods of ‘work are very different, Practically no French woman ever finds
her whole life in work as so many Americeng ?.L.. They are amazed at lm of the
things which we require., Our severe business comscience is I think rarely intel-
ligible to them, They love to ll"hton labor by floods of talk, discussion, com=
pliments, interchanges of courtedy, that is no matter what the work is they feel
that they have a right to get fun out of it. Business is business to us, and we
frown on this effert to lighten it, preferring to take our fun after hours and with
other companions. Perhaps both sides will be Benefited. Whe knowsy One m

is certain, Our methods of work are making an :I.nﬁrullu on these young nnu

and when we shall have left the country and they are back in their ewn m.. ;
there is no doubt in my mind but they will adopt many of our metheds, but ealy

after much discussion and skilfull adaptation so as mot to imterfere toe gi
with the French attitude towards labor:
(In




