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412 west 11Dth. Street, Apt. 94
April 3, 1939

bell
T, e T ,On I always want to get the 'Hinorvi' in.
And I'm quite sure %ﬂat that special name and the "Ida" that

suggests Olympus, both have something to do with ypuwr 1life and
y:gg work, gour ﬁarenta being unconsciously prophetie!

You'll laugh at that! All right, laughe But you see I've
just finished "All In The Day's Work," and am stlll feeling
thrilled right down to my toes! Little bits here and there de-
1ight me . . . about Mussolini, “He might be--was I believed--
a fearful despot, but he had a'dililoo And again, about old
ages"more, it ocan be an adventure.” I1.believe that, am finding
it out more and more. But this book of yours has put new life
into me, in short to use a word my husband was fond of,(to use
Jjudiciously,)the word g! For years I haven't been well or
strong, as 1 was for puah .of my youth and most of my middle
yearse For a time I've felt that my real writing days were past
-= but yomr book convinces me that sheh an attitude is sheer
cowardice, weakness. Courage and staylng power and gheey guts
like yours are or ought to be contagious, infectiouse I'm wills

ing them to be. (Though of course individual ability is another mattie)

Another thing about this last book of yours; last sunmer
I was absurdly down in mind and body, I read every book about
Europe I coudd lay my hands upon, and got mors and more depressed.
Hitler, Stalin, Nuesolinl, Spaln, Japan-- it seemed to me that this
was a grand time to do one 8 dying. No 1ldeals left, no faith in
anything but materlal success, material power, conquest-- and al-
ways, everywhere GREED, CRUELTY, SELY.

Trying , my trylng to write verse, flctlon, _the onli flelas
I've had any success in, since,after years in an art uohpola bega
to write about art and artists,-thls seemed absurd, futiles VWhy
not get a little education, read myself to death, and so pass into
dream or negatlion, the end of agll effort.

Thlie fall and winyer I've felt stronger, recoverad a little
courage, and now your book glves me a sense of new values., My
immed gto family have not been long lived; it seemed to me I
couldn 't have much more time, But now every word in your personal
story helps, gives me the 1dea that 1t might pay to plan anew,
take the attitude that I may live years, do decent work, bet*ar
in style at least than what I've done in the past,(

dmportant-- but some editors have called 1t"1ntcrest1ns'an§
~prominingﬁaand a few critics were very kind about my few novels,

And some have liked my versegioy have sald kind things! S0 & o o o)

So you,”Minerva, are givi g me a new gend~off! be it
won‘z lagt-= but'at leaat’I must thpk you, and tell yom hogh%ratoful
I ams/ And remind you that for many yearse now, since you came to

me after my private world went to smagh, and sald kind understanding

tolfnngs, you've had a high )ace in my mind and heart, entirely your
[ ]
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It's not how often people meet that matters, but how muoh they
give and et when they do meet. S

Apart from my personal reactiom to your story, ny mental satis-
faction in your moderatiom, your sense of Justice, your gif :
stating facts clearly and 1!: a manner that seises gnd hold
full attention.~ these qualities have delighted ~ Your willing-
ness to ﬁ.?h.t for the underdeg and yet also ‘?ﬂth , ' dog his
due, your joy in Paris--I t00 had a wonderful year thare==
optinish ,despite your clear unshirking vision, the wap you've all
ways faced the worst in industrial conditions yet bellieved in
trought out the decent, the falr,wherever you fopmd 2 th. _
book is the real you--and {0 me a wise friendly and comfortingly
humorous Ida Minervae And un{ m{ people must be telling you
the same thing that I'm trying to put overs

Your book is mAme=and I want you to write your name in 1%,
please, 80 if I can ocome to you for about fifteemn minme » here
or even in the country between trains, let me know: Get someome
to send me a phtcard-- or your u"‘hﬂ{uy to telephone meneome

®

morning-- TEisACsdeny g- 4500-- Apt. 94

Only PLEASE don't let this be a chore or what a German we
once knew called his “Cott-Tamed-Duty!"

If I don't hear a word I'll just wait, telephone some time
on the chance that you may be in town for a minute, and go right
on thanking my thoughtful falry godmother for letting me know
yo '

Incidentally, I've been lucky all my life in possessing and
amtl keoping wonderful friends-- sheer lusk, in no way dus o any
virtue of mine-- g0 if gny part of this outpouring may seem
disheartened or blue forget it! Only don't forget yowr part
in helping to clear the blues away, Queer, the way a printed = _
book may drop you to Hell or 1lift you to a friemdly hopeful Heavend

I feel a bit gullty, writing you so many words; But perhsp
you will not mind. s &y J ¢ But p"-‘h‘.’




