Miss Tarbell of ﬂu Class of 1880 spoke for the &
Al legheny women, Alumnae and Undergraduvates.

in outline she salds~

in June 1930 | celebrated my Fitteth Anniversary as

as alumna of this College, that 1s, | have had vnder my eve

‘Er $or $14%y vears the experiment undertaken in 1870 of admitting

g; women to Allegheny College. It was very much of an exper iment

E: when | entered, the only girl in my class, four wpoer tlé:iu-u

Ef shead of me and thirteen gradvates behind me., We women were

‘&f stii) subject to variouvs taboos which we disregarded to owr

E: comfusion and shame. wune which | remember was that no young

E; woman was allowed ':tp::r*::;l::h*::l:::g?:vb"0' Bentley Hall,

<k It was like the forbidden area/ot which Virginie Wooll speaks

ig with bitterness ¥n her book, "A Room Oa(a£E??='

E;; We came In as an experiment, Has the experiment proved
é; l{scl!t How does an experiment In womant!s education prove itsel 9
'%j First, by what 1t does ftor her, the Individual. .ttlﬁil
;i: of It Is her mind more active = her Imagination more responsive <«
i}: her heart warmer = her love of beauty keener =~ her reverence

é@f decper? i so, her education has enriched hers She Is better

E? able to live happily with herselt - she 1s a better person to have

around,. _
Speaking of the Allegheny alumnae as fknow them they are

because of their experience here better women to have around,

But a college education, 1§ it is to lontl!i_t’tllf to
society, must arouse In the woman a stromger consciousness of her
responsibillty to pass on what she has gained, Education which has
aot aroused such a responsibility is 1ike the gold which they say




people are piling wp today in satety deposit bones = dead ﬂl -
which does not even carn the rent of the space " fills. : -

1 What has educetion done to help our Allegheny women to fuliil}
thedr obligations of their livesy? Uhel are these obllut-m
Every women musi answer that question for herseif. Nothing more
personal than the obligations of humen beings, but generally
speaking there is for all of us, not only the obligetion, but the
necessity of putting ourselves on a sound economlic basise Women
must work. The world has never in all history been so memeged thet
women did not have to meke thelr economic con!rlbvtlim. that is,
men alone could not support the family. | am sot, of course, not
falking sbout the exceptional beings, the pesople who pay inzome
texes, but there are so few of them among the forty million or %o
workzrs in this country ~ not one persent as a matter of facths
women must work In the majority of the twenty five or thirty
miltion families in this country. Now | am not one of those that
belleve that the college should be giviag to women or fo men voca=
tional training, but if o women gets out of college a knowl edge of

that machinery which we call the mind, if she lcarns how I} funchions

end-most important-thing that its efficiency may be Inpmo" as the
years ago, 1§ she |carns how to live with her f&llow men and women,
tind out thet this world wasn't born vcshr‘cn and both 1ts good

u| :ﬂl have been slow, slow growths, and that the increase o!p.‘
and the 6nr—mlug of evil are both stité jobs, not to be guessed
off - well, 1 a young woman learns thaot iIn college dq she has the

most Important essentials with which to atteck any and every economic
job.



sy observation Is thet 'umﬁobucnum.'
Allegheny have all of them been able to sttack and to carry ﬂ
this problem of contributing something to the economic |ife of 'h
world more successtully because of thelr edvcetion heres '

But | am tnclined to think thet the most important fest 9‘
the ﬂul‘ test - of college education for women Is whether
because of it they are strengthening and enriching the besic unl}
of socliety as 1t is novw organized, Wwhat effect is the college
edvcation of women havling on the homed Whebher ‘wc like It or nof
the home 1s practically in the keeping of the woman. It goes wp
or down according to her handling of its many sided life, 'lum’
goes uvp and down according to the home, the kind of citizens It Is . .
teraing out,

At the present moment In spite of the wide-spread education
of women in this country we are gettling owt -o! American homes &
larger proportion of crlmlnal youths then we have ever had before.

{ am not holding wome:/:::ponslblle for this, far from it, there

are many compfex q%ml what we speak of as the crime wave

but | do #eel that url'mn--nlnd.d col lege women showld ask them=
selves whether or not they have been fully recogaizing thet & college
education 1s not justitied solely by the enrichment 50 thelr personal
fi1fe, desirable as ;%v the outlook and irc"luln_a which 1% gives
to kip'!hm in thelr cconomic ﬂrugglc... that ll/?ht fong run Its
dustification wgu back to whether or no It is msking this baxie

walt of soclety/which they are charged, the making of the home,
& sounders healihier, more rellisble starting ploce in lite for youth.






