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As I understand my invitation for this afternoconm, .
it ip to give you an informal talk on my pcrsﬁgnl reasons
for not belioving in the ballot for lmn As it is the
reasons for my own faith that I am to talk on, you 1111
bear with me if I seem & little Min hgimq

- I make certain statements which although obvious are funda-
mental. ‘ | | '

To begin with then, I take it that you will all

B

agree with me that the business of society is to work out

the greatest good of the greatest number, and that in order

-

‘to do this, society has a right to demand from each indiv=-

T OIS

idual and each class of individuals comprising it and ac~

cepting 11.3 benefits whatever servioce he or she can best,
perform. These duties which looiny assigns to dir_t_oront :
individuals ere not an arbitrary matter. They are the
result of centuries of experience, of many mistakes. They
are simply the best that society has been able to determine
upon through the ages in which it has been trying to solve
this problem of the gréatest good to the greatest number.
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For those ﬁo accept society and its benefits == and all of
us do, of course =- (except the anarchist and the openly
vicious and defiant) the great question is, '_'mt is ﬂu

b

. duty that sogiety demands of me?"™ Do I see 1t, and am I _
performing 1t?" Obviously, if all the membders of society
see and discharge their duties fully, in time the rights of 4
all will be secureds That is, it is by doing our duties,
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not by demanding our rights that we get most out of society.
And it is right here that women make their first mistake in
the matter of suffrage. They talk sbout women's rights whea
they should be talking about women's duties. If they will
find their duties and do them, their rights will follow as
the day the night. :

My first ceint then in tiail diumlﬁ is that the
important thing for all women is to be considering their duty
as aitilcnl. Now, I know that many women will eeme—out and

L
llytxt.ha. we are not citizens, that we have no rights in yub-
lic lifes That, as a matter of faot, we are a dmmtrudu

{ (4 14 L'L
Wimkglmam in looiaty. !!uch ;.:u: as this 1.

Ul
essentially challow. It hu no whole uu; pcrnpm:ln at

all.. Anyons who has ltmlled the world's progress, has atﬂ-
led the development of the various classes of soolety, cannot
but realize that woman has always held a serious place in th&
public life of every ¢ ountry; thut this place has been re=
cognized by philosophers and statesmen, and that i1f it has
been insisted that she limit her activities to certain duties,
it ‘Q'%umsa the wisest thought of each particular country
has believed that the best good of that country was served by
women fulfilling such and such duties. It is true that some- .
times the place accorded woman has been very low, but this is
because the ideas of the country itself has been low, it is
not from any prundﬁ.m effort to make a slave of the m
Again, her place has steadily risen as society has risen. If
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you will trace the zrowth of universal manhood suffr y You

will find, T believe, that it has been even,less rapid than
the growth of the idea of the 1ni.1'1_¢¢tul1 and 1n¢ultf1ﬂ "
freedom of women. The olearly defined plagce which different
countries have assigned to women and the gradual development
of their duties ocan be best grasped hy & very brief histori-
cal survey. Por instance, consider ancient E.ypt. Vomen
were accorded a very high place in that eiviliszation. They
were aqual beforo the law. ~Tﬂs§¢ha¢ the same education as
the boys. They were recognized as civil persons apart trq-
their husbands or fathers. That is, they had the right of
contract, they could brimg suit and they could present their
own defense. TWomen in ancient Egypt earried on omor_el. in
the marketplace; they praotioid medicine; thsj.had the right
to govern. Indeed the last soversign of Bgyﬁt--nl'n woman,
Cleopatrae :

- Now, in contrast to this high place which women oo~
cupied in Egypt, we have them occupying a wery low place in
the Orient, both in ancient and modern times. In the Orient
the woman is allowéd no education. Hohammedanism gives h:r
no plage in Paradise, she is chiefly a slave and a concubines
But her place is as high as such a system c"n muq.'n- Her
place has never advanced because the system has never advanc~
ed. It is intolerable because the system is intolerable. :
Ve talk about the nnlpinknble ignominy of women in Tu:hny,{tir
instance, but this is because the Turk himself is an ua-rcihr
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able ecreature. If he does nothing for women, it is llm.y
because he does nothing for himselfe.

In ancient Greece the Spartan mother was obliged ﬁ
sacrifice all her maternal instinets. Children 'll‘l taken
from her and were brought up in order that they might be more

f

rigorously traineds This was hcr_ c¢iviec duty. Women ‘agcept~
ed this. They mscepted it as an honorable dutys = Just as o
when people have a high conception of duty they beceme high
minded, so woman beame & high minded oreature. A number ot /- &
women in these days attained great intellectual dﬂ'olmutm e

If you go to Roman history you will find that q& g
same idea of maternity os &L great civie duty prevailed “
the Romans. The Romans, however, had a new idea == that is; \_
they thought more of tho. family while the Greeks thought very
1ittle of the family. The Romans brought up their children
in the family. The boys and girls were brought up together
in Rome, many of the girls receiving as high an education as
the boys. The Homan idea gave a new civie importance to
women. Rome said to her women, ®"The best thing you oan do
is 1!% g0 out and nurse the sick and care for, the needy."

In the Nic‘dle Ages this idea of service was develop~
ad. The denaonun_n and abbesses of the Middle Ages were
wonderful women. Woman then was almost deified. She was
the 1n-?1ution that urged men on to higher achievements
These two things == the duty of maternity and service == com~

bined, and we have before the end of the Middle Ages an ideal

il
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conception of woman such as the world had never seen before.
The 10th Century udd? still mpthar dutye. That
was the duty of woman as a social force. Vomen ceased to
be kept in their narrow anﬂ'romant. The French women had
an enormous political, mocial and literary influemce. Oreat
numbers of brilliant women gathered in a certaiin salon and
there brilliant men gath-erod around thcu and they beeame great
foreess 'In the 17th and 1Eth centuries women had extraordine

ary powcr- .

R

B - mnr 31.1 alz ideas have baan

& MRl cm

SJQ we hava a.fl of) ihcludod n; ‘he nori:[” a€
X« ¢t e N4y

m&_th.n_b.}nm is &4:&0"'!;}?0!', nhmba‘t look ar thu fame= ~

ily; she must look after the sick, the poor, the nucdy- She
must ba. the moral rorau, she must be the social feru, thl.t -
England, France and Germany made her in the 17tk and 18th
Centuries. That is our business. VWith a great nnym
I thirik there is a tendenev not to'ramﬁ that as a work -'ir- -
the citizen. As a matter of faoct, this was worked out for

woman as a civie dutye It was a duty to soccietys You asee @
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not todde it for your own pleasure. You were not to do it |
for your husband's pleasure. You were to do it for the good |
of societys You were to bear fliudron ‘because noc:atf de~

manded it. You were io take care ir_:r the peor, the sick, ‘the
needy because soclety needed that dene: You were to be the
moral inﬂ;zonee.md impulse because the moral impulses c_t Wi
women wers supposed to be kept purer and higher than those of
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meén out\in the werld. You were to he of social influenass

tion—comfs, "Do we necd the ballot to discharge these dutiecs?®

by

L_’) - oy -
en, Are we discharging those duties sc well that we can ale

80 discharge the other duties that the ballot bdrings -+ that
is, holding office, ete. Are we discharging these duties

850 well that we need to adéd other duti‘.?" ; M
Vhat is the dallot? ;Look on the ballot as ,
CaMo
something like air and water ; really do

without. The ballot is purely an artificial urrmgncnh :
It 1s a device for getting the just, right and best estimate
of public opinions At one time the ballot was assigned to
a few mens It was gradually enlarged. It tock on one class

after another until -
1y have in America to-day == tis=dsMAMLL],

manhcod suffrage. X people in the Yorth know what MW
manheod suffrage means == that every ignorant
-

Italian, overy ignorant Pole, every ignorant c¢itizen who has
not been in the penitentiary or committed some crime against
the law, shall have his vote. }Efimr t;t all lfnr the
country there are great bhodies of men who do not know why they
are voting as they ari.-- There are other grsat bodies aof men

who are selling their wvotes for what they can get.
3
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; &
the right to sell his vote. There are a great many women who
have that point of view.

’ .
There is ancther -thing that—wewid—Be very dangerous
in a woman's ballot == that is, we would have a large indif-

farent vote. We know that the worst phase of our unrestrigte

ed ballot is the faet that a large number of intelligent llll

indifferent. ring thll 1ut 1 n Yew Yowk D‘L&J.
ol ih o A meL m Ezbu &e)
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"',5 b s dig o ' ”"_ G e mad
. baf numbel ‘;{--:-'- [ T oIt he—ranisy d. —Thersewould-be
Ia;l genmbahJé%é@e intelligent ﬁmnﬁowndbc n- ‘
' idifﬁ?‘#%ﬁ]{&%d thus increase the dangers W
e : e
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M {1 they—iemew the ballot was Eiven ’a voialehy, |

N-gthu has baen gned Lo me as & public duty and I am going Jiegtes
_— 1, H : % ¥ “
St olaﬂ\ ite aﬁu osing we didj there would bé.m little coterie
o / A

g:m every community that would feel that way and they might
ﬁponu‘bly put soeme influence inte the ballot ~-= but would what

confess the fact that women might contribute son

MBI‘QD the ballot had a great ﬁlnu.nn 'on

influence that I determined to study the question rrﬂui H
historical standpointe The group of women that I took to
study was the women of the Prench Nevolution. These studies
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the riéht to sell his voio. . There are a great many women who
have that point of view. :

There is another thing th“-uﬁd—-h very hnnm
in a woman's ballot == that is, we would have a large :hnl.i:l'-
ferent vote. ¥e know that the worst phase of our unrestricte

ed ballot is the faet that a large number of 1ntt111mt men

t
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are indifferent. ring this lut ection in Na- ‘Im,
Jan w N Py
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"5 ﬁmzmbar e intelligent women wino would be in- v,
ESS
S :
. a1fter We Wou d thus increase tho dangers %ﬂﬂ.‘.
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S _audienew if they—emew the ballot was riven 16 As Wvuialak
¢ J this hu been gned Lo me as a public duty and T am going -(}
D
cf to d’( 1t. 3 sing we did; the:a would ht“l'llttle coterie
<.
— in every amunity that would feel that way t.nd they might
o
o possibly put some influence into the ballot == but would what

they put in be of sufficient value to offset the ¢

confess the fact that women might contribute se
Me-t@ the ballot had a great influence on M h &re
influence that I determined to study the question from u'. . T
historical astandpointe The group of women that I took to

study was the women of the Prench Hevolution. These studies
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were not exaoctly desultory, but they were not carried out to
any great extent, except in the case of Nadam Rolands ~F—

months a tremendous power in the "rench Kepubligs ¥er friends

ware in the French Cabinet. She was their inspiratiome. She

 wag a woman of enormous ;'ouWo. " She had been

educated beyond what mcst women are *= that is, nho’ educated

herself beyond most women for the work she had to dos &he

P

' _read all that

ntcrnturi whieh the lith century produced There nﬁ'nry '
few péoplc in ?rnnoe'uho- had the political knowledge that
Vadam Holand hade She cerried this on from the time she was
twelve years of age- he not only imsw ?ten.ch history and
French literature but she kmew knglish history and English
literature. Fow this girl l_t.rr_ipd [ vtﬁ.lul ﬁln who was
what they celled an Inspector of ‘-fuluta..oturiuu This brtldlt
her into contact with all of tke industrial conditioms of .
Prsriae which atéthat time were so very bade French inda_lnry'
was suffering from all the asbuses of the old regime, snd Madam
Holand saw in her own family just what these abuses werce When

the rpvelution bubbleg up she naturally joined herself w
qﬁi‘a E! ;!55 h . 0L 5 aliadi ~ 14
S U R B : ._V“"‘ -

8. It 48 certain that they were in=

strumental in bringing many refems te Frances But the probe
1# was the regeneration of France. ladam Roland was not

B i e o 2
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§ satiafied

S wolution. :
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| MM"‘_ FR=neen E:ﬂ:;:ﬂ"ﬂ% H‘l“I '
i"u.d had not got ﬁ'g"-ho ns'tod. She insisted that they must

overthrow the king. She brought no wisdom to bear on Ner ef-

‘She was influenced by the men with whom she associate

] oy
=2 o
L s |
¥
=]
.

Ot only that, but she had their anhlg;monﬁunu.
ke pays in her Yemoirs that she rekshc 8 born to be the.

%]

rovidence of ¥rance. ' HNow all these men thought they were ' .

b

born t.c_; be the %Wmoe of Prance. They all went about _
with copies of %e Constitutionyin their pockets saying, “here .
I know, I know". ¥adam Eoland was just like these mens ' They
finally did foree 2 second revolution and shé and her friends
lost their heads. Vhen it ceme to & point when anarchy pre=
vailed Madam Roland with her friends had become so thoroughly
partisan that she allowed that purt.uuu_hip to swamp her iwﬂ-'l.
Bense. Yow there is the :imgni' -? that W{iat that
partisaen spirit swamp the moral. She was = great, noble woman

but sha had this weakness. If we could h% b sure that
the ';norn]. spirit wonld be mtronger than the,puw

do well to have the ballot, bdbut never have I )mg!_n-it to be
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true that among women the"ﬁojul mr. waB an ﬂwf
partisan. Ve are partis 'vn_\iad the thing which we want to do
seems to be the right thing. Our wisdom is lost in wanting t.
s¢e our eauss vietorious. Once in a while you will find &

man who will say, "This is right; I am going to work feor this
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cau ty does not want to !bllo- me lot it'ga.'ﬁTCt

M grea elt rtu?s aghinst woman suffrage == in fact
Iith me it th the principal reason == JKE the fact that women
are.bu : partisanes

There is another thing, and that is, I do not see

why we need the ballote I think 111 of us know in our holrtl
that we gan get evarrthina that we want out of the men. Il
it not ‘rue that if women go to Albany and present thcir cagse
in & propﬁr wey they penerally zet what they want? I believe '
it 18 true that any body of women working for a géod cause can
zet anything st Albany they want if they present it preperly.
Tor instance, take this matter of the.highef edueation of
WOmens. The agitation for the hiqhdr education of women be.na‘
in the early roriios- £ few women said "Here, we want a
chance for a better education.™ Oberlin College opened its
doorss  One after another of the men's colleges opened their .
doors. I wigt*::'n men's college. I think there were but
five women there; &GM chance to see what effect it
had. The entrance of women into a m%‘n college ma¥Xes another
kind of institution == I think it makes a good kind == but 1t

takes off a certain reserve, a certain seclusion, a osriain

scholastic atmosphere which is & very precious things To I: :

buﬂl‘¢La¢LS
entirely cut off from the world as a young man is, and to be

surrounded by a schclastic atmosphere is a very precious thtlg
to my minds. A great deal of the reserve, of the scholastie

L

; u-m g o
atmosphere A spoilJ;} I do not say it was & bad th;ngh
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But it was a great deal for the men, who knew what it would
nenn, to open the doors ur their colleges to women.

’ :
Take the matter of professionss  Vor many years I

'tt'(')z “abew [e1b

Tﬁ&m‘ra worked in journalism, associated with men. I know all
| © about women in journalistic work. I know MNow hard it is for
"= them. And I know this, that a woman can go into journalism
dn any part of this country and if she doél her p art ahn' can

get one VWomen can go into law, into medicine, inte almost

P
'{a.ult of human nat uru. Women re&m nioe t- men.

)s!e Yo . will
thev a:r be (a nuiaance N

a:ow}'led some hundred women undgr hiz ané— na.id, 'Fow do you
et on with these women?" ®They do théir work very well® he-
aaid, "but do you know, there is someth.ir:ln: very cux‘ioﬁ! 'il.bout
it; the same number of women are aor_r.:uchh_moro. numerous than

——

the same number of men." I did not qguite understand then

what he meant. I have worked in a number of offices since

and I know‘exactly what he meant now. Hut that ig negessar~

Kreiqr Jensyiad élﬁel_lo':) Auéuﬁé||*éf""1'7i76T-068t fub!idéno'-d’|'|'eqn?-¢_

ily no reason : te — Howeyer, The
- \ s »
point which I to make is that we can get all the

legislat;ca we want without the ballot. The very fact that
we have no axe to grind at all when we go to Albany is in our
favor. Ve have come on & disinterested cause; we say we want

these things done because of such and such reasonse They

any profession, and if they do their pait- tC.aE _can got one I °
do not say there are not w+tF¥e jealousies; that is the

nuisnnca. A man in one of the “n.uhir'qt.on de art'ncntl yelrl 2 L
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respect our motive hsoanau thay pee it 1in vight. If we !““‘*l

the ballot and ‘Ek up t.hera Mﬁowh—

Y

'
: oi jeptfbl ican reprasentatives and welYbecome political mioﬂm -
;j. B “and nove in the world is = political factor going to get what

Z a disinterested man who has a good pause will pets

o

i
A

= Vhat is our work? Ye have outlined ite It 15 the

Tirst work,society has assimmed use How many 'mcn' regard

this ns a oivie duty. I do not know how it {s with you, but

I frequently hear women sneering becanse they hnfu to bear A .
children. Until women look upon bearing strong, beautiful
children as the hishest civic duty they can perform, they

have no husiness with the ballote. Resides, the family is ﬁ:

It is through the family that the finest qualis .

e
s
O

s g
5
A
o
.

ties of Christian citizenship are fostereds They are foster-
ed as they cannot be in any other waye. Society has nover de-
vised == I do not want to sav it never will devise == a greater
oivié foree than your fireside and your reading circle« There
is great danger in the present order cf things that the re=
finements, the quickening of the taste, the quickening of the
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intellizence, the quickening of the moral atmosphere around
the family circle will be loste Ve are always doing thingse
Ve are moinz to have no time te be at home, and thers we are
neglecting our greatest blessings The family as a civie
force iz 4he zreatest forse on sarth. The family has grown
up as the axpcrimunting' of centuries in different naiiru’ﬁ

¥e are losing the art of conversation; we are lo:m the art

S E. H' =
R ,
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largely becauss we are not doing the same thing in
our society as women did years agu in

of reading,

France and in England.

As for philanthropy, »e do consider that T think as

e never did hefore. Centainly, anyone who goes around this

beantiful city as I have Been doing to=day and hears, "Such a

woman did *Ms, suchk a woman did that' cannot pup but be ime

omen are int erested in hoapitals, in
) schools and in chariteble enterprises and to bolilvl

prossed to =sce how vou w:

that you

4o ragzard your eivie duty very high indeed. Bur are you deoing
311 You can® Are all tho

' 8ick in this city provided for? Ia

y there nothing morfe for vou to do in the way of rurnilhing food -

and homes and schoole# for the needy -nd uneducated people ct

this city? Until we care bet:or fur ‘thess duties that lﬁoilty

has thrown upon us we “hndld think very little of the b.llot.

A8 for the maral force. .‘:duontion has been turrml

¥ largely ~= go largely that a man -ho

oame over from FEngland to examine cur -ohoal lyatnm.tent back

if the men in the United States were not careful

were going to be "affeminized® for our achool syltﬂ!.lll

é?beinr run by womeh. Yow do you think that i in the last twen-

r thirty years our boys and girls had been properly educat=

and trained to think honestly and to rit
Beir thought that we would have

their conduet teo

the system of graft that pre=
{Ilu in politics, tha system of dishonesty that prevails in

xsinann? To you think we would have had the frighiful r.-

ations that we have had recently? Do you think that it !!
women had done our best to educate our bo;n and gzm,-u
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natural resultes of dishon~

uty of every kind, that these things would have pwroﬂ‘ Ve
are

talked to them as we should of the

not doing work as educatora that loalety has the rigbt to

demand from us and until we do this we have no right te alk

for the dallote Our work is to ask ourselves morning, noon :

and night, "Am I doing my duty as a cithm; these are my
duties, am I discharging them? Are %he women of my cirele
performing them?®" Then we will have the right to the ballot.

Until then we better attend to the work whioh is right at our
doorse

-
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‘are simply the best that society has been able to determine

As I understand my invitation for this afternoon,
it is to give you an informal Aalk on my personal reasons
for not believing in the ballot for women. As it is the
reasons for my own faith that I u to talk on, you will :
axe L
bear with me if I seem a little ¢ in beginning ¥ A {

—1 make certain statements which although obvious are funda-

mentll.5}
| To begin with then, I take it that you will all

agree with me that the business of gociety is to work out .
the greatest good of the greatest number, and that in order
to do this, society has a right to demand from each indiv-
idual and each class of individuals comprising it and ac~
cepting its benefits whatever service he or she can best
parfohn. These duties which society assigns to different .
1ndividua1_l are not an arbitrary matter. They are the

result of centuries of experience, of many mistakes. They

upon through the ages in which it has been trying to solve
this problem of the gréatest good to the greatest number.
For tI:nn who anocopt society and its benefits =~ and uu Q:I'
us do, of course =-- (except the a.nn.rohilt and the eponl;
vicious and defiant) the great-question is, "What is the
duty that society demands of me?" Do I see it, andam I
performing it?* Obviously, if all the members of ,lﬂ_i)ty,.
see and discharge their duties fully, in time the rl(h'll Qj
all will be secured. That is, it is by doing our in;t#}l;,, : 5
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not by demanding our rights that we get most out of soeciety.

And it 48 right here that women make thc{r Tirst mistake 1!
the nttcr of suffrage. They talk about women's rights !hin
they should be talking about women's duties. zr' they uu
find their duties and do them, their rights will follow as
the day the night. '

My first point then in this discussion is that the
important thhig for all women h to be considering their duty
as citizens. Now, I know that my women will Mﬁ ,/ _5:
say that we are not citisemns, that we have neo r:lghtc in pub~ Y
110.111'0. That, as a matter of faoct, we are a downtrodden

nnd% ;&annt in nooiety. .ﬁsﬁ%ﬁ}& me
A LC‘I_ EiLL Lk 4 J,.,,1
essentially ahalllt:z’u'l-m > perspective ttw

ail. Anyone who has studied the worll'l progress, has stud-
ied the development of the various olagses of society, cannot
but realize that wm has always held a serious place in the
public life of every country; that this place has been re=
cognigzed by phuo'uphou and statesmen, and that if it has
been insisted that she limit her activities to certain dutlu,
it is because the wisest thought of each particular omtl'r
has believed that the best good of that country was urv%/ﬁ% Ll
women fulfilling such and such duties. Tt is true that some-
times the place accorded woman has been very low, but this is
because the ideas of the country itself has been low, it is
not from any premeditated effort to make a slave of the ‘woman,

Again, her place has steadily risen as society has risen. If
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able creature. If he does nothing for women, it is »
’

because he does nothing for himself. .
In ancient Greege the Spu'tm mother was obligvl% g%

sacrifice all her matérfal instinots. Children were

from her and were brought up in order that they might be un X Qg)

rigorously trained. This was her civie duty. Women agcept~ QJ

ed this. They accepted it as an honorable dutye. Just as

when people have a high conception of duty they beceme high

minded, eame a high minded creature. A number or
toman 88 ﬂ ttained great :lntnllutm develo |
W CLb YURAARY “C@I
If you go'to Homan ltory you will fin
same idoa of maternity as a great ci o dnty proﬂ.net m

&)
tha Romans. The Romans, howeyer, had /a a - tlu.t is, L
; LA f

k:" rnks,1 thought very

littla or the wum._bummmk

in-—t-he—fui-ly. - The boys and girll were brought up together
in-Reme, many or the girls receiving as high an education as
the boys. The an idea gave a new civieo importance to
women. Rome said to her women, "The best thing you can deo
is to go out and nurse the sick and care for the needy. o

In the Micdle Ages this idea of service was develop~
ed. The deaconesses and abbesses of t:é Middle Ages were
wonderful women. Woman then was almest deified. She was
the inspiration that urged men on to higher achievement.
These two things == the duty of maternity and service -- com~

hined, and we have before the end of the Middle Ages an ideal




