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Letter from Col.Caled a.m-._.u.-
: (Cepy.)

Harvard, Neb., May 18, 1896,
J.w Davis, Esq.,

Springfield, Ill.
Dear éu:

Yours of the 15th has been forwarded to this place and just
received. I recollect very well the trial of the State vs.Ammstrong.
The trouble originated nesr a canp meeting in Masen County,Illinoise
Arustrong,with some others,met st a whiskey wagem mear the camp ground,
and after some controversy Anatreﬁ struck Metzhen (Metsker) in the

oye. The parties were separated.made up,snd mtm-tmm

> ended there.

Metzker then left Armstrong and his compmy and sterted

mﬂu camp grounds. uunxa.mnum-rmmm
with m.notnc Metsker coming,picked up a neck-yoke smd stepped
behind a tree.mmxMwkxiomexpmammstx As Metzker passed,Norvés stepped
out and strubk him (Metsker) ont.hthok of thhﬂlvlthmnlt-

>~ yoke,he (Norris) running away,and Metsker going home. m lived
sbout three days. Upon the post-mortems oxam fnat ion, it was found

that there was a wound mtuon.motm-huutuumu

an.tuun:-; .1u.tuom.wmnmmmumhu.

olth.etwhuhwmomuh-vomtnﬂ“ﬁ. “mm
Worrts wore arrested and jeintly imdicted. I was employed by Armstrong
w.emn.tvmmhucnmuunm Norris

Cass County to try Armst wmng



. Se=-Dilworth.

(>  off while he was there he would do so If I was willing*. Of courme
+" I was glad to have him try the case. He not being sequainted with
(>  the facts,that night we met in a room with the witnesses and he

| exemined them. The next morning the trial commenced. The prosecu~-
tion attempted to magnify the asssult and wound on the eye,md
clnlﬂthtth‘“mmw.lw When this testimony
= m.uq-mmonmamummmormwxu
F; officers of the court. We mm it,and when the defense com~
menced ﬁ-&hcou offered the almenac in evidemce. It was submitted
(0, ‘to the attorneys of the other side and examined by them and objected to
O a8 being immaterial. It was admitted ummumw
e I“utr“cnuvhmnmmrr-mhrorhﬁom
Lo o met, !houuthatltm'ﬂnuw'.umnu it,or "tampered
= with*,1s not correct. mum.tmtm-m:-nmtbw
I— eovering the preper ground,and With ne alterstiom or tamper ing Iﬁ.
= had in the case. Imtcum-totho'o!thom

e IM'tthllkthmmWhiltﬂouhtMM.fﬂum
I~ Of course we endeavored to get those that would be as favorable to

g mrsuoorthonnuneouu In relation to the almenae or the
U% .‘H-i..ofthlmntthl‘ttiﬂ.ﬂd“lﬂ”“m.lm
o Mofthonu.mttmuu-.tshuh“thwm
the affray occwrred. There was nothing peculiar sbout the trial

b m-ouhu}trm_-formutun—umutm

& of the case which we admitted as the tumning peint. of course Mr.
= smmuoamumt:mmtmbtum
e ﬁmmomhmﬂmmthmmw*'_‘:.
15 mn.-mummmrmuu L)




U other matter. Nerris had bem comvicted of the killing. Limeolm
L@utatuem--ummmom(urwuzo-mm ?
| mow) that if they beliew from the evidense that 1f Norris had besm

tried and convicted for the mirder of Metsker,and said convietion hed

'jgf not been set aside,then the jury might sequit Avmstrong,unless the
%5,“& of his was & part of the same transaction for ‘uhbﬂh?-:ﬂ
| convicted.® The court gave this instruct lom,and of course m“
% found for the defendant,as the testimony was clear and comclusive that
% Armstrong had nothing to do with the assault which Norris made.

1:‘-" There was no scene or excitement when the ju-rgcm in,as everybody

o was --thﬂqll.lﬂ--r hear ing the instruet lem,what the verdict of the

(0 Jjury might be. My impression is Mrs.Armstrong was not present whem
- the jury came in; but of this I cannot be certain.

b K During the evening of the day of the trial Mr.Linceln dia

CY deliver an address in the court house. It was not n.)oflitun.l addre ss,
T mlrmllmnunuuomwulthMMQh'

= ettempted to write a sciemtific lecture and md cm m

e but had never finished one,and on this oocuul he proposed u ”

|: them all together and fire them of f at wmmm sxul one shot®. It was :
(UC. an sddress discussing the progress and hnrwﬁnt of the worlds ¢

= I do not recollect of Hemry Shew doing mything hm

() *meept ﬁ. might have been in selecting a juwy; m w mm_ s
I~ thet Judge Bailey of Macomb mssisted Mr.Pullertom in the m.‘ .
(. end I belfeve also William Walker of Havans was in the defense. |

3 !-M-hth-prn-umwummwm
[ trensset ton.
] - Yours rom;u'. .

(Signed) G.J..M




