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Fﬁ No sober minded person can look on the ex-

IS

L: hibits of men and women the world over in these days with-

‘\_" ”

L% out more or less bewilderment. What ails the world?

o

t; We hear asked on every side. Some of us, I take it feel

QK

— - a little like poor old Queen Victorla when in the later

g} years of her reign she saw all the old ideas by which she

—

g? had lived her live swept away for new ones which she did not

E? understand and so feared "everybody seems a2 little mad" the

-

“ poor gueen sighed,

I v Tru +ta 1manmnar avma BT gon 1.2 18 %) /

>3 it

&3 One of the most conspicious forml of" pre- u
C\ & LA— _.‘Ti._‘?' . G ‘3
s, rava es 15 the exhibit woman makel n ﬁbr _*-
) g - §'L / 108 MXLIravagengy .\‘\1‘_3 f i AL et
s gdre'S tdﬁg&_qinly never in thé livea of th& us ' N
AN bbi : w ;)
3 have rq?eﬁ‘d qiddle a;e have we seen anything ilke it, An‘ SN |
R & x |
@ e haye seen some ca?ious thingﬂ- W° Pr°bab13\2}l ‘re- ‘\gr
QQ ‘. e : 1 ok 3
8 member the grotesque coitvulsion which the old hoop-skiri

Ji had in pasbing out of the world; the bustle reaching from

EP - the waist to the floor and preducing the thing which was .”;“' 4 !

called thaq;rgcian bend. Most of us can remember what 'aﬁi

TR
called the &1;3& lkirt ulth the awful bulge behind. LLT
remember the hat liko aW'tnvurtod pail.
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> exhibition of presen \day styles
*  “§1@'h§ less serious if with them did nob coms a w1 :

:19§ffl-:

L The shops show that ne
- LBeln afything 1ike the variety and costl
=, e é_fi:§"'t,h..;_, dd/mr&uwu,q/

for a p ece ;;7nar§ I was do-

Sometime ago 'K
Ng I had occasion to study the ‘




‘ Exprzvagagce"'in' clothes is as old as history.

'1j§ngm§diaeva1 t4, e almost as grpat a singer as . woman,

E L 3
, }.?50 years’ t&oy‘havp guvtn ut orn&pchtl largpl#

*&nxs is a 1list of Joaphina's'purahaaal fii*ene

Al year - not an ununual year, by any means - 136 drasaec, ﬂﬂ cnsh-'
| " mere shawll, 73 corsets; 48 pieces of elegant ltuffl, 85 hazl;
71 pairs of silk stockingl, 980 pairs of gloves and 520 pairq off}-'

5:5) shoes. .

E; . Many of these things she nevob put on, “And

'Ef whenever she found herself becoming over-stocked she held a little i
&; fete and gave things away. She also was constantly giving to : i
-E{ ' anyone who might adﬁire a garment or ornament, as well as to

Ici : those who won her favor. :

gj ; : At the beginning of her reign her allowance was

E% £€72,000 for her toilet alone, later it was increased to $90,000.

{i; There was never a yéar when she did not over-reach her income,

g; - accqrding to Mason, Josephine spent on an average of {220,000 year-

? ly on her toilet during her réign. She always kept 150 or more

g? pairs of stockings on hand which cost from $4.00 to $8.00 a pair.,

53‘ She had two hair dresser, one at {1,200, this was the every day

EI; one and another at {2,000 for fancy dress occésiona, and she paid

@%; from #1,000 to $2,000 a year for furnishings.

s ;

[ Her simple muslins gowns of which her wardrobe al-

ways contained 200or more cost from $100 to $400 apiece, and of

course her cashmere and velvet gowns were more costly. A large
lump of Josephine's allowance went into Jewell.', $1,000, 000

worth of gems were hers when she wished - she herself owned a

large quantity of jewels before her marriage, besides ha?ing a&_‘..,,1_,

her disposal the crown jewels, nevertheles: sho was conq@ap};y

"ithom ranet and recut. An_eXpert_artar.hermd!a&&
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on them - fully one-third below the cost price - and the 1;rge

pieces alone were worth nearly $1,000,000,

The extreme in the fashion such as we are

seeing now have always broughty revolution on the part of

women. These revolutions have produced-the other ex-

treme, ihieh-il almost as severe as the fantasy and folly

which led to them. In the middle of the 19th century

we had the:
Hoop Skirt; The Chignon; Tight Corset and

lacing so severe that it interferred with the health and
stopped women as a class from walking. Revolt - agalnst

this produced the bloomers worn by a large group of women

in this country for a time. Oély one of that school left in

America - DR. Mary-Walker can still be seen in Washington’
The adaptation of mannish dress common in

Europa in the '50's, '60's and "70's Only, K one left now

thnt nha is Madame Dieulafoy.

The present extreme has not yet produced
any decided revolt. M OLL Mf
1 'Y L
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For the last four years the question of feminine

dress, its absurdity, its discomfort, its disproportionate
expense, has been troubling me, as donbtlcsalit has troubled
wiser heads for more time than I know of; and the result of
my contemplation of the subject has been the somewhat tentative
wearing of a garment which seems to meet with most, if not all,
of my roquiriments. Altho this dress is modest and beautiful,
and devold of most of those accessories which have for years

been the subject of ridicule by the comic press and the greater
part of the masculine population, my wearing of it has been
little less than a martyrdom, simply because it is radieally
different from the run of garments worn by women. Perhaps you'
would like an idea of how it is made. I will tell you. The
dress is cut of a material fifty-odd inches wide, and is double
the length from my shoulder to my instep. It is folded once,

and a slit (not a hole) sufficiently long to permit my head to
comeé thru, is cut in the center, and finished with'oﬁbroidery

or a bit of braid. The side seams are Séwn up, leaving only

room enough for my head and arm to come thru and have free:

play, and are finished to matech the neck. The bottom is hemmed,
and the garment complete - the work of not more than half an
hour, minus embroidery. What would be simpler or more sensible?
There 1s no fitting, not a button nor hook and eyé,'no tireiomo
cutting, no irrelevant ornamentation. I am covered from head

to foot without the use of ten to twenty hideous, unoémrortnhlo
‘and unnecessary garments, and sans the vulgarizing shapee e( '
the modern fashions. sy hips and my bust are aO&'!G.Oit‘ﬂfi"'
as though I were a prize animal on oxhibltion,-uér-quJggf ﬁf |
my ldl-ncnts or natural funotions hindered. Iy'#iot'uégﬁpqri'Lf '
and I wear sandals, especially designed for comfort ﬂ!%fﬁﬂ!ﬁ"l"




. X

teetion which cost me one dollar a pair. My dresses are of raw

silk or brocade; can easily be washed and ironed, and ean co.i
as little as two dollars apiece. Needless to say, no corset is
necessary wiih this form of garment - and I am a dout woman at
that. It is extremely becoming, otherwise 1 assure you I ‘would
not wear it. | '

Now I oonroﬁa this is not a practical dress for the
oity street in winter (I am working at amother for that purpose)
but otherwise it meets all the requirements of beauty, comfort,
hygiene and economy, and is conveniently suitable for my
profession and those following one of a similar nature. Yet
what is the consequence of my honest experiment? To begin
with, I am told that wearing it is an Affectation - that it 1is
a pose, a desire for notoriety. Even my best friends seem to
suspeot me of this. I an stared at and Jeered at if I a:pear
upon the street; and even at the opera, where I am assuredly ‘
one of the most fully covered females present,the air is so full
of hostile criticism as to make me self-consclous and uncomfort-
able. Even on my own grounds in my country home I am made to
feel a pariah, a curlosity, and people stare at the house it-
self as tho a savage lived there. Several dear, prim old country
ladies have elen cut my acquaintance because they find.my clothes
"indecent!” One gentleman, whose opinion on most subjects I
respect, informed me thag it wss not respectable to be so in-
divldunl;.aad another, who is both Telated to me and fond of
me, has been in a terribly upset condition about what he calls
my "eccentricity," even tho he knows that my health, which used
to be extremely delicate, has been, by my dootorfl word, vastly
improved thru my new costume. At best, my friends excuse me
on the grounds that a writer is always pqnlllar; and the nl-"
miration which my artist friends have slm mtm




de' of those mrle 'ho are toud‘ tf ‘
_ocondition of health. They would qu w‘m

el

‘. [j_ﬁ - ' I olinld wear oonvohuonal garments -n.m a m
lm a 5ny! But a beautiful drapory 13 a mur m

1% ditfcrontiatos hor ut unoc fru t&oma,

Sl

A community taste, judgement and hebit. It is undoubtcdﬁy in meny pnhtt e L.

% : better costume than thet we uaz;. but it is not in principle the ﬂgtu-ll_f ut
\l: ; our world. If we eare to achieve a rational and nutional drm it must be :l,us o
ES hui]din,; on what the mees has scoepted. It wil) ne in stripping off extra-
i ,Md iﬁahrtiam from the present ideas. There i o thile :
o .

5 7 -

N
=
R

plip will not solve the dress problem.




Out of them invariably comes some good thing.

out of the dress reform of the 19th century,
! - we have the present sensiblo walking suit shirt waist, et
Women should make their clot: -ing conform to

& sound principles of dress. ThHe object should be to clothe

P; WA not to ornament. Mdﬁ w -

e o

It is not a matter of mere personal concern.

It is like all the universal common concerns of life. Its
effect over other concerns. We are very apt to think that
every day matters effect only ourselves:- Every day matters

8o of tha oen?

make up the happiness of the famil
80 the na%ionci A g .
- 27 }l -s counts en

'







These imitations, cheap as they are, are a
far greater extravagance, for their buyers, than the orisinnl

model was for its buyer, for the latter came from that class

where money does not count - while the former is of a class

where svery penny counts. The pity of it is that the young i

o _girls, who put all that they earn into elaborate lingerie at

g; eeventy-nine cents a set (the original model probably sold at ;
Ei $50 or £100), into open-work hose at twenty-five cents a pair

%ﬁ (the original $10 a pair), into willow plumes at $1.19 (the

%; original sold at ¥50), never have a durable or suitable garment.

Ei They are bravely ornamented, but never properly clotheds More-
E% . over, they are brave but for a day. Their purchases have no

.%} goodness in them; they tear, grow rusty, fall to pieces with

E% the first few wearings, and the poor little victims are shabby

Eg and bedraggled often before they have paid for their belongings,

%? ~ for many of these things are bought on the installment plan,

:i particularly hats and gOWnB.‘ Under these circumstances, 1t

i;j is little wonder that one hears, often and often among their

E? class, the hitter ery;,—lGée;but It*S NEll to be poor : =

%%‘ that one finds so often assigned by a girl as the cause of ﬁar s
&i downfall, the natural reason - "Wanted to dress like other girls"-
(c? . "wanted pretty clothes". ?G.UA.. LC- M%M

(Ef | This habit of buyins poor 1m1tation§l§o : not

ié end in the girl's 11fe with her clothes. When'shemmarriel,

;E% lho carries it into her home. ‘Decoration, not. fu?ﬂishing, is
ﬁi' .the'koynote of all she touches. It is she who 135¥he beut 'g

ﬁ .getran of the olabor&t, and mon-trena ehcag ;a,}f




ﬁdraparle-, crockery, bric-a-brac, which fill the shops of the
choapor-quartora of the great cities, and usually all

quarters of the newer inland towns.
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(o . —— one of the most serious complicatiom® in

QC“ - ¥

\1_(1) L

o ZZ

i E change in fashion effeets—indusbtry.

|— )

e It may shut down and entirely put of out business a factipy- e,

e "

1 T

1;3 I know a place in this country which made elaborate braids, )

Q1 -

| which a few years ago were in style. Braids went out and for b

e,

Lﬁ a year the people “ho had been working in that factory were

<

i practically out of work until amreth entire mew machinery could

2y :

s be adapted to the new necds.

Q.

feet

et

(M In Turope to day the ﬂgﬂtiingham lace industry

@' i

E; is in - ‘many places practically shut down.

F

o ; The social insurance which the state 1s try-

Q

f: ing to interest employers in is met with no success in this

|— ‘

gg industry.

ﬁ? Changes of style of course come and always

|§ will come. They stimulate if made of standard materials.




SN ' Expensive—ernaremtsc¥vo frequently justified

F% because it gives work to people. - You frequently hear wo-
ES men who buy way out of proportion to their income and whose
E} buying includes an astonishing amount of matefials and or=-
EP naménts which a re perishable .- Mere expression of the moment .
5? They contend that in buying these things they are doing the

o public service, that they, gar ggying work to many peoplz.

E oyl 4y od th %
L7 The idea seems to be that if these people

« were not making these thing , hardly more durable than ths

?? dew, they would be doing nothing. e

R l

?p, Take this lady's income-. Supposing she spends
(E? 1/4 of 1t on these frivolous ratters: One can easily concelve
E{ that if she wants to put it on her back she might put it into
?i) good laces or into fabrics that are good for something more

2 then a night, /Ti?”i«t o5 thy nawf a value, that is she

é% would be encouraging al ébo and beautiful thing and when
aj she had had a momentsagggasure .. 'from them she would have some-
Ef thing to pass on to somebody else- A

ﬂi There are plenty of Iu;;mtbﬁ‘

E:' world. Flenty of things teo jﬁkﬁ and
¥ N4 a - Y i : L el i A' :
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the budget of a shop girl there is perhapa no one item which costs
more anxiety than that of shoes, none more important. She must
have thgm. They should be strong and weather-proof, for she
mult go and come in pouring rains and drifting=lnnw:, ‘They

lhauld be well fitting, for she must often stand 4n them all

The amounts spent in keeping themselves shod vary greatly,

of course, aecording to the care of the girls, the distance they

'walk, the quality of the article bought; but when compared with

the total allowance for cl , the result is something appall-

ing. Among the budgets og'w 1M1gation, was one of

a woman forty years old, who had worked sixteen years at $6.00
wegk 1a a well-managed New York factory.  She sat %},

I’OI?»;‘r

§p§ could have earned $8.00 a week by taking




i%;i 5 ﬁ*ﬁ/ .KJEL’///

13 -

é% a week. This gave her $63.00 a year for doctor. dentist. amuse-
b ments. clothing, and "extras". She spent §22.05 for clothes the
5o ¢

= year her budget was examined, and of this ¢7.16 went for shoes,

il

and rubbers. This woman was an especially careful woman;

E; Usually the sum credited to shoes is larger. They rangé from

=5 this one of $7.16 up to $26.60 spent by a girl who said she

ii could not keep her feet dry on less than a paif of $2 shoes

g; ﬁer month - $24.00 a year - with one pair of $2.60; $26 for

E} shoes on an income of $9.00 a week, cut down the year of‘the :

Ei investigation to an average of $7.50 by illness! Sl&&iﬂd/g.-

E; Itwas hard enough for the poor to buy J Do
& an'd
é% : before the Dingley tariff

&

= __been harder.. In woman's ord
d \

o of something like 25 per cent in“thé years from 1890 to 1899.

- There was a corresponding incregge iMmall varieties of boots

8 and shoes. Say that it has Dbeen 20 pereent and see what

W that means to your fami of four which can spend but $40.00 i

k: a year on clothes and must put $11.81 of it on shoes., '

(T




Fellow Laundrymen and Friends:

When I was privileged to hold the honorable office
of President of this Association I found it not an
easy matter to get members to read essays or make
formal talks before our conventions. It was a case of
“many are called, but few are chosen,” and I resolved
at that time that when conditions might be reversed,
I would, if called upon, make a stab at something, as
the prophet Isaiah says, “I have spoken it; I will also
bring it to pass.” So I make this my excuse for in-
truding upon your time and attention else you might
think I desired this distinction, or entertained the idea
that I could say anything new or of particular interest.

The topic which I have selected is entitled, “The In-
iquity of the Manufacturers is Visited Upon the Laun-
rymen.”

The laundryman, in days gone by, has been guilty of
a few high crimes and misdemeanors himself, and
doubtless is so to-day to a lesser extent. I have
no desire to give him a clean bill of health if he is
not entitled to it, or to whitewash any black spots in
his career. All I do ask is that every man's punish-
ment be as the measure of his sins, and that he be only
damned for his own acts and not for the acts of
others. The average man buys hats, shoes and cloth-
ing, and seems satisfied to have them wear out and
to buy new ones with each recurring season, but shl'rts
and collars to his mind should, like the babbling
brook, “run on forever.”

It has been the orthodox and popular belief, that
chief among the articles used in a laundry were sulph-
aric acid and chloride of lime, and that all clothing
was mangled, which particular machine was a cross
between a shoddy picker and a threshing machine,
and that if any article which had at any previous
time been to a steam laundry should go wro_ng_or
wear out, it was wholly due to some devilish pickling
and frying process through which it went on that
occasion,

This idea is carefully and industriously pushed along
by manufacturers and retail dealers because it is good
for their business and saves them a lot of trouble
and considerable money. I think every man engaged
in the laundry business must be running up against
this thing frequently, and by way of illustration I
will mention a few cases which have come within my
own knowledge.

Recently we had two expensive shirts returned to
us by two different customers, claiming damages as
the shirts were torn. 1 examined them; they were
both of the negligee type, both of the same brand and
had been sold by one of our drly goods stores'at $2.00
each. The only excuse which

Fr.in X

could find for charg- |

ing such a.lrrioe was that they had fleur-de-lis em-
broideredl over the bosoms. The cloth itself I
should not consider more valuable than cheese cloth
ft:tr&purpom of shirt manufacture, and I called the
att¢htion of one of the customers to that fact. He
admitted that it looked awfully thin, but said he had
paid $2.00 for the shirt and had been assured that it
would wear fine. I went to see the manager of this
department at the store and told him the circumstances
of the case, but he denied any personal responsibility.

The manager told me he knew those shirts were
very light and had told all the clerks to sell them with
instructions, not fo send them to a laundry. He, how-
ever, did sell the customers some more shirts at half
price to close the matter up.

& _Anothiér customer, some time ago, purchased at this

same store some goods containing a brilliant red stripe
and made a shirt-waist therefrom for herself, and
when finished, she sent it to us to launder. Had I
seen the thing in time, I would not have allowed it
to go- through at all, but it was not brought to my
attention until it had been washed, starched and damp-
ened, and the red stripes were running in more direc-
tions than ever dreamed of by its owner. There was
nothing to do but send it home, which we did, and
I do not think the driver was out of the block before
the woman had her hat on and was coming our way
with a small package in her hand and a “do-or-die”
look on her face.

As you may imagine, the matter was called to m
attention shortly after she reached our neighborhood.
I told her the color was not fast, and therefore inca-
pable of wnthstandinf any kind of a wash, and we,
therefore, were not liable, She then started for the
dry goods store and asked for damages and repeated
what she had been told at the laundry. She returned
to us and said “The dry goods people wouldn’t stand
for any such lies as we had given her; the cloth was
all right, as they never handled any other kind, Sev-
eral clerks in the store had shirts made from the
same piece and they washed beawtifully, and that if
certain mere and insignificant laundrymen did not
stop saying things about any piece of goods sold by the
great and mighty dry goods house, they would get
into trouble, and that it was up to the laundry and
nobody else.” 1 asked the lady if she had:had the
waist made in her house, to which she replied that
she had.  “Then” I stated, ‘you srqhave some
clippings left which are untouﬂgd,” ns;nd‘ her to
take one of those pieces and if she could wash it-with
a piece of fine toilet soap in warm or even cold water,
without the color running, I would pay for the waist.

She agreed to come down with a piece she had
washed and show me, but unlike the cat, she never
came back.

. I met her husband, a well known physician, on the
street t;vo "‘::iek%li later_,f and asked him how about that

¢ of-goods his wife was going to wash. H -
plied, “Oh, it run like hell.” o oo

Now how about the bluf{of the great and migh
dry goods store established!before the flood. ’I‘ig
representative lied and knew it, but thought they could
shift the respomsibility and make others settle for their
misfortune.

In one. of the leading furnishing houses in Bridge-
port, the dhief clerk told me candidly that when a
customer came with kick about washable goods
they always put it on the laundries. Perhaps it had
merurcurted to him that he was doing an injustice
to some one else. It was simply an easy and con-



.

venient way of getting himself out of an awkward
situation, because he naively remarked, “It's_such a
. trouble to send shirts back to the factory, and the
. chances are the maker would not make us any allow-
!—T ance anyway. It's much better for us to put it onsthe
= laundries.”

S
QEE This same concern, by the way. gives away small
(1 buttonhooks and recommends their use for i

b collars. B

Some years ago accompanied by the superintenden

I was going through a factory where is made one o
our well known brands of shirts, and I noticed 200 or
< 800 cplored shirts hanging from the ceiling in the
ironing room. I asked him if his dryer was too small,
I— and he said, “No.” I asked him why he hung his

|>~ shirts outside, and he said “he was afraid to put them
(1 in the dryer on account of the color fading out.” “How
| hot do you get your rooms,” I asked. He answered

>. “From 140 to 160 degrees.” “Well,” I replied “our
rooms go to 200 or over, and if these shirts won't
stand 160, what are we going to do. “Well,” he said,
“these shirts are going to make you fellows some trou-
< ble; we are having a hard job to ict them out of the
factory, and they are expensive shirts, too.

22 $24.00 a dozen, wholesale, for them” 1 stepped right
. square in front of him and looking him in the eye,
asked: “Now, can you tell me one thing, and that is,
why does a concern like this make up shirts, especially
:::fensive ones, when they know in advance that the{

ill not give satisfaction?” He laughed and said,

can tell you easily enough why I make them up; we
get the order from the New York office to make so
many dozen of such a pattern and we go ahead and
make them, We don’t question their wisdom.”

This probably made many opportudities for the laun-
drymen and the public to fight it out later, with the
J— retailer sitting by, calling, “Eat-em-up-Jack,” and “Sic-
em-Tige.”

As a general thing, I think the retailers are giving
the public their money’s worth, but why is it necessary
for them to say that a cotton collar selling for from
L 8 to 15 cents 1s as good as the linen collars selling
for 25 cents, such as we used to buy.

If the public were let alone, it would know it could
not get something for nothing. In my opinion, most
«*— of the trouble takes place before the shirt maker be-
gins his labor.

The manufacturers of cloth, I notice by looking over
some of the textile journals, have a few imperfections
which they recognize among themselves. For instance,
. I see advertised in the Textile World an attachment
— for automatic looms called a Thin Place Preventer,
and among the claims which they present in a large
advertisement they say: “No stronger evidence of the
necessity of a Thin Place Preventer on automatic,looms
) is possible than the fact that loom makers have for
(> years affempted to meet the demands of the mill peo-
= ple by offering to sell them, from time to time, various
(p attachments recommended by them to overcome this
Qi recognized defect in looms, all of which have been
(p rejected by the mill people. The Thin Place Preventer
pa is the only preventer for automatic looms yet produced.”

(0 This is quite interesting, as we have always been
\—= told that any thin place in a sheet or tablecloth was
(P due to the laundry which washed it. Now we find
i+, these thin spots were there all the time and the manu-
(p facturers could not help it. They did, however, find
'~ a way to cover them up with dope, and #inish them
L—4.dovn,tb that they would not show until they had been
o ed a few times. :

\= In the case of a recent lawsuit between the H. B,
'F\_" .

g

e

c

We get -

N
- .
. ~
.
o

Claflin Company and the Arkwright Mills, of Fall
River, tl‘e latter sued the former use they refused
to accept all of an order of ten thousand pieces of

s, claiming they were all defective. ew&oul‘l
ound in favor of the Arkwright Mills, admitting the
goods were defective in one sense, but said they were
as near perfect as practicable, and among other
said goods were adjudged first and second g
depending upon the imperfections such as thick
thin places, scratch ups, holes, and uneven yarn.
term “scratch up” is as familiar a word in a textile
mill as “put backs” are in a laundry..

and
The

It means that when a small hole is found by the
inspector, they scratch it up, or pin it up, by taking
a pin or any sharp instrument and make the space be-
tween the surrounding threads larger till the hole is
closed. A reasonably large hole when scratched u
would not be detected after the goods are finished,
but it will all come out in the wash, as the threads
are liable to return to their original position when
softened by washing and manipulation.

The man, however, who is doing the greatest dam-
age of the whole outfit is the man who does the
bleaching. s

The process of bleaching is a very delicate one, and
high class and high salaried men are hired to oversee
the work. The old saying, “’Tis but a step from the
sublime to the ridiculous,” would apply to the process
of bleaching, for 'Tis but a step from properly bleached
goods to ruined ones.

Everybody admits that the bleaching process must,
of necessity, greatly weaken the guocf; However,
goods are continuaégr weakened more than necessary
and oft times ruined, but still finished up and placed
on the market. A shirt maker of 20 years experience
told me recently that English long cloth had twice the
strength of American long cloth of equal number of
threads to the inch and weight. He said that in Eng-
land they took longer to bleach their goods than they
did in America, where everything was rushed, and
that these tendered goods, as they are pleased to
call them in the cotton trade, do get on the market
in sizable quantities. I have some Bridgeport experi-
ence to prove this; you go into a dry goods store at

mill end sale, etc., and you see plenty of cotton cloth -

with fancy pictures, but no trade mark or makers
name,

Some years ago one of our large corset factories
bought their goods in the brown and sent them to the
bleachers or converters, as they call themselves. I
don’t know the quantity, but do know that ten thou-
sand ds is the smallest quantity they will bother
with, ey received these goods in due time, and
cut them into corsets and spread them all over the
country, through their own salesmen and several job-
bing houses. .

In a short time these corsets began coming back so
fast that they made an investigation and found the
cloth had been tendered. They had to go through
their books and find eve? customer who had received
any of those goods and recalled the whole lot, as
nearly as possible.

They were a long time getting the thing straight-
ened out and the superintendent told me $25,000 would
be no temptation to them to have it happen again.
What a bﬁn it would have been to them if they
c?uld only d:c }aid it to tl:::hsf:;m la::ﬂddu.’ I know
of a suspender factory w. as ar.expm_
wi except that they found from the consta
breaking of threads in the looms, something was ﬁm
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¢wand stopped before any great quantity had been used.
|E—_-Th'q a reduction of 60 per cent. on the peice, and
__put ‘yarn into something where strength was not
|ﬂ" so important. Some years ago we had a black polka
- dot waist to wash, and when it came through the
Q&E wash the polka dots were all gone and holes in their
(p Places.
e Another textile journal probably explains the mat-
(\oter thus: “It is a well known fact that when goods
(—are dyed with o ed black, there is always the
— chance that they be tendered, also when oxydized
- black is used, the yarn is liable to be weakened and
¢ cause trouble on looms.”
.. I suppose if they can get them past the looms, the
|?; laundrymen can look out for them after that. A nice
o little system of piracy has grown up in the bleaching
‘trade and that is this:
I(?f You send say 100,000 yards to a bleachery and you
(> receive an equal number back, but in between times,
. they have chgped off from 8 to 10 per cent. of the
!=" yardage and do a thriving business in remnants. The
1= 100,000 yards you get, immcdiatel{ shrink back to 90,-
|_) 000 as soon as the dope which has been put in and
o hides the steal has been washed out. For my part
—.1 can not see why they have any more right to do
t" this, than laundrymen have to_clip the tails off shirts
(L. and go into the rag business with the proceeds. White
i— duck aprons which we buy and cut 48 inches long,
G shrink from 4 to 5 inches; long frocks shrink from
o 5 to 6 inches. It must be that the bleaching profits
= were not satisfactory, as cloth which used to shrink
tl_‘; 4 inches now shrinks 6 inches. American cloth, I am
& told, shrinks 50 per cent. more than the English.
(7. A shirt maker recently told me he would gladly pay
(O 3 cent a yard more for goods if they did not sﬁrink.
= What would the laundrymen pay per year to be relieved
¥ of the expense of the constant scratching of wrinkles.
14! A prominent laundryman, of Halifax, whom many of
you know, tells me no wrinkles come in English made
s, .either shirts or collars. I read in a recent

Bue of the New York Sun, where a Jersey shirt
maker had sued some bleachery for damages. It ap-
pears this shirt maker had designed and made some
exclusive and special patterns, and soon after he had
ut them on sale discovered that his most cherished
usiness rival was selling exactly the same goods for

less money.

Upon investigation it developed that although he
had received the same number of yards from the
#  pleachery as sent, they had still quite a quantity to

.. sell to his competitor, in the form of remnants. Hence
the suit. I shall be very glad to know its outcome.

There is a mangle made in this State, and”with it
the maker supplies an endless apron of multiple fabric.
These aprons last from three to five months in the

erage laundry.

A well-known bleachery in Rhode Island uses one of

' these mangles for finishing their sheeting, and are

0 compelled to put on a nmew apron every week, costing
(p $40.00, because their aprons rot out and will not run
|, more than one week. If this is true of the apron,
' how about the shcctinﬁ which might lay two vears on
(0. the shelves of the dealer or manufacturer before
'(T' actually being put to use, and still everything is up
T to the laundries if it does not wear well. In the En-
bk c{:lo dia Brittanica is a description of the process of
i 'l:‘:cﬁi‘ﬂg as done in England and along toward the end,

ider the head of starching, I copy the foflowing:

i, YTt is in this stage that so much is done by some
(O~ bleachers to give the cloth an elegant appeafance of
I weight and bulk by filling up the interstices between
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dressed.

The influence o\ the lcaders of the leaders

of the Vacation society.

AT AN

The surprise of working girls at the Colony

Club meeting that there were so few willov plumes.










