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T hope you will forgive me for having neglected so \
long your letters, but as usual things have been rather thick

in my little world und it seemed to me that I was negledting

most of the things I most wanted to do. Certainly one of

then was to write you.

T knew you would wunt Yo know about S. S. and would
be quite frank in the watter of helping out. Your whole life
is epent in helping out people and it was perhaps cruel of me
to suggestiaht you come in on this which really is our Job here
at home. I felt sorry I had written you, because I reallizec
how pained you are to have your resources so drained that you
connot do anything and everything wnder the sun that people ask
you to dos :

As to the fund it is provided for the year so
#r. Phillipe tells me. Whether we will atteupt to do anything
beyond this year will depend upon'ether or notthe younger
ceneration of VeClures will succeed in placing themselves againe -

T saw 5. 5. the other day for the first time in sone

three years I think. He called me up. Columbia College Historieal
invited hin to speak there next week and invited

me to introduce him. The magazine is to be the theme. I had
him come %o lunch with me and it was wonderful to see the jest .
with which he was reviewing the beginning of MeClures. He .
revived a hundrec, yes a thousand memories for me of Lhose eafly
daye. They were so full of vitulity and hope and laughter, thos
days. Anbedy who thinks that we sal around with our brows BCreawec
up trying to reform the world is far away fwom the truth. What
we were after was, as lr. MeClure always insisted, interesting
reading matter and if it contributed to the general good so mMich
the better. At least we held thal one of the great needs ol the
world was cheerful liSerature which is in my judgment still one
of the great needs of the world.

8. 8. began our gonversation by insisting that _vixu
health was never better and he looked like wrath, I thought -
go thin, e went on most interestingly through half our lunch




and then his obsessions began to come %o the top - Hullie.

He curvies certain letters with him, the most ardent of love
Y letters, written some of them at the time vhen he ves his
worst. e has canonized her, but canonization now as always
allows for any vagaries of his faney, I inagine.

He wag pathetiec beyond anything in speaking
of the sepayatior from hie (ld ass..iates ana said as he
spoke of it, "It @ouldn't have been otherwise. I was inpodsilble.”
His elapses into seifeabnegation are heartebreaking. Well, ny
dears, what s stupendous human tragedy.

T am so thankful that in this general calanity
you are going Lo be able to save your home. Don't let that go.
Things are going to right tliemscslves someday « 2lowly. I think
myself that everything will be on an entirely different basis
of values « pre-war. There is going to be a great shifting.

But I den't know thet that matters so much. ALY that matters is
that we should tske it on the ohin and 3mile.

T am still able te keep rmy corner on Nincteenth
Street and the famm and all that means. In the Pecos Valley
Scott and I have a little rangch in Mew Mexico. I am learning
sometiiing about the farmer. Prices certainly have mmashed our
careful estimate inte bits, but Secott is plucky. IHe has four
fine caildren coming on. The sehools are good out that way
and T thank the Loxd that they are out of the oity.

There is so mueh I would like %o soy and cannole
In the first plLace there is my thanks for the "Causes of Var."
It is an interesting collection. I am glad to nee nmy old friend,
steed, in it, but after all said and done the cause of war is
this strange oreature « man. !e is born helliperent, the center
of a Little personal worid that he fights for from the day he
arrives. Civilize him, thot i1s %c the »oint of keeping hinseldl
under control and being more interested in making a decent person
of himself than he is in what his reighbors do. Well, I don'l
know if that is tie zecipe or not, but it can be discussed when
the subject is the causes of war, Juet at the momert I have
bleak moments when I see, as T have since 1914, the Orient
combined with Russia in a holy communistic war cosming down on
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@gm in floods and wiping out leagues, Bmpire Buildings, and

\ SRockefeller Centers, externinating sil that ever had a

ronote connection with us us we ares BHub I an not feeding

Shis gloom. I am pgetting to the countyry Just as often as

1 can, reading Dectective stories when I an oo tired to

E—lahm- and loving always ny friends and wishing aimys that
ﬁbﬁm see the Rices in partioculavr.

Affect ionately

‘AreaqiT Jensj|ad 8691100 Ausybellv ‘776T-068T ‘U0NIBII0D [1904EL "INl Bp] 9 Lepié



	05.1542_0062.pdf
	05.1542.0063.pdf
	05.1542.0064.pdf

