ﬁ!m of 1ife m eritics do m..,.... vwy
o w that vosan's persisting habit of
reason?




a young mother and a child possibly two years M

bird - and so it went on

the mother said - and as to how ht mﬂwq

foctly silent until there came in from Mﬂ‘ I

were they seated when tho chattering begnn. n -' *._
joct matter of it whl.ch guickly 'm ny ear.
shouted the ehild suddenly . "m dee? “"Yeon the m *.
*Robin, Tobia what!™ Wobin wed best® promptly said the m “
ster. "Sing, wobin, sing” he m "“whats M!i m
the mother pointing to a blue bird .u..],.‘ gnily on & l‘l‘
near the car, he replied hesitatingly. mn‘.
‘exeited watching and um‘u-

ing over the birds that fﬂod the trees. mqm nm
could have learnad to distinguibh form and celor l.q m p
this one had ~ how it had acquired oo lively and m ;
interest in them excited my curiosity to such a ’dnt: MI
sought an interview. Is he ac young as he locks ﬂhﬁm
you do 581 was the burden of my questions. “Twenty |
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I did not u-uu.
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Imthlmulﬂumhﬁthﬂ
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has persistel among wamen. One of her chief obligstions has always been tesching the
ehild to talk. It oould only be done by incessant repititien, going over and over the
nemes of things until his ear omught the sound, his tongme fremed it. It is mot
difficult to sustain the thesis that if it were not for the chattering of wemen, the
c¢hild would never learn to talk, num¢mumm-u-ttw-¢&
most brillismt French contempory writers, Remy de Gourmont. He even goes 0 far as
to declare that this chattering of women is s more important library service than the
writing of poems or philoscphies.

There i» no one probably that will deny that the first words a child
atquuwm-nmuum«m—m’mqun-ﬁ;um 4
than sounds do to a parrot. When he begins to imitate there is always or should bde
» woman besides him repeating, smiling, encouraging him. The play goes on, momth
in and month out, With infinite patience she chatters to him until conscicusness
is aroused, Mmmm-Mmmm As it was doiug in the case of
my pair in the sleeper, wonis are attached to objects; facts about objects are
perceived; their form, their color, their odor, their relations to the little
learner. The words for all these perceptions are slowly gathered in. Then the
child learns to compare, to dietinguish values -- to remember not mersly the sounds
he learns but the meanings of those sounds. His mind is cpened to the world, and
through a woman's chattering!

"fhon he leswes her hands at eix or seven,® says M. de Gourmont he
46 & man; that is he talks, which is what mekes s msn.’ "The grest intellectusl
work of women® he zoes on "is teaching langusge! The gremarisns claim that they
do it, which is absurd., Childrem know how to talk before they go to edhool. They 4
anlmomammsmﬁ:'}/:da;hwdm.-‘q_
Mmmmm.mmuaumuan _
the subjunotive, but that is not teaching them language. language is & fumotion, s
gremar is the snalysis of that function. It is as useless to know gremar in ord




%0 spesk & language as it 1s to understant physiolegy in order to bresth with the Jugs

w-‘ltﬂ.ﬁ.hp. mmnmumwmhm _" M
M“mhmmun.w.—nuﬁ.mwmnhw'
" "Nietsche's strong phrase as o “orester of values.®

mm-m«u-wmmuwmmmm-- P
and how infinitely more valusble to the world is the chatter of wmen then sll the
bocks they ever wrote or oretion thay ever deliversi. It is of thet Sudsmental
order of things, without which cultivation, even oivilisstion, could BOb go om,

But faminine talkativensss plays another role aleost as fmportent ss
this of teacher and preserver of luman speech, It is that of emtertainer and comsoler.
There is none other so universal and on the whole so sure of its mark -= story-
telling, song-einging, eports and dancing oasbined have not dons more in the world
ummumm«m of pain, of discouragement than the gay talk
of women. ﬁblo“lm.ps&oduphswm, A young mmMun
dangerous operntion and revolting bitterly against the sitmation., Her mother was
sent for her. She come full of dresd snd snguish, Withou & sign of whab was in her
own heart, she establishel herself by the bed, chattering for hours of things st
home == the amsing sayings of the new Scotch cock, the tricks of the last puwmy,
the of the neighborhood chatter. Yes, God send chatter based on s profeund,
if instructive sense of the human heart and its nesds, the revolt., This sort of
service is part of the daily 1ife of women. It is ome of the great consclim§f forces
of sotiety. It mekes the dsily hardehips and offorts of millioms of pecple ‘
endursble, mot for any knowledge it » Mot for the brillisnce or widien or mpor-
mmmunmmummm unqw,ﬁm
that the chatterer feels for another.

But it is so idle, @0 silly, this chatter! Nothing is idle or silly
vhich is born of an unselfish ispulse to mmse, n—nnmm“ '
uummmrmmummmnmmm




" these women who have made talkativeness & reproach, It is those who are

b -fie

ﬂm-mm-mmummuhmnnmm

ummmnmumm«smmhm
¢.mma¢m-c. m-ﬂmmmmmwum
Anterest. One sees only thet and thirks not st all of the Shings said, I ie mob

matter is what they call "intellestusl® — that is as & rule cutaide of the matter
of which they really know moh, The sstirist nevef hal fuirer gese then the wemsn
who, convinoed thet comversstion depends for quality in subjects, sets out delibersbely
%o gather wp facts and idens in order thet she may talk sbout them, It has become sn
activity ~= this of feeding for talk, There mre teachers who weekly Sell women what
has gone on in the world in order that these women may sppear to be Smdliar with
current events. Thers are other teachers who mske digests of bocks and articles

for them $0 spesi of ~ others who tell then whet to thirk of new music, New HOVes
ments, mew plays. They use their consclenciously glesned information with confidence -
snd Ziuenay, convinoed that they are elevating society. There is plemty of meterial
in our Americen cities and towns to Justify Dom Marguis in his lively cumversstion
of Herwdons and her *Little Group of Advanced Thizkers.® Those sericus young women

AMW“‘&M“M@WW““WQ!“MQ '

They find it hard work but refiect that it is a duty they %owe the race® “hich
mekes the ssorifice ensier.* They feel it important to understand the Fremdh
Rewvolution ~- the Oaillsux trdal led them to this conclusion] ~-"So* says Hermiome
®we took it wp one eveming snd studisd it thoroughly,® Horedity == they heand of
and to unierstand it spent an evening on ses urchins, -~ nmmﬂh
it is heredity, in mumuummmmmm“an
hohﬂhmﬂﬁm-w-w—'




lips of a purveyor of facts. She must know and M-ﬂ*

nght in what she talkes about.

muiounuu. vho 15fts the heavy burdens of urc W DI
dnldon of friend or mate.







