June 28, 1918

4y, Douglas C. lelurtrie,
311 Fourth Avee,
Hew Tork Citye

Iy dear ir. lcllurtrie;

1 have your letter of the 22nd, Saking exseption &4 & statement
oredited to me, vhich you have seem in the daily presse 45 1 have not
seen the statement $o vhich you refer, I of cmrse do not know whethor

I was corresily quoted or nots

As to the poimt vhich you ralse, whether or no tho soldier who
has beon so orippled im the service that he is not able to curry om,
after his recovery, his old profecsion or trade, should be re-edaccted
for o now profession or trade under civilian or military directiong 1
have no question in my mind about the wisdom of that reeduoation delng
conducted under hilttary direstion.

By reasoms for this are, fimss, o persen, 80 erippled or dattered
that he rmust make an oentire change in the activity by which he has
supported himself, almost invariably faces his position with depression
and lack of conficense in his own power to win a new place. 1 am cone
vinoed that history of every war will show that Sroops of disabled meu,
relossed ffom military diseipline ave thrown out into thelr reapeetive
conmmitios and never aghin talre holds Thoy must haove some authority
and stimulous cutside of themselves to foree thom Into a now kind of
produstive living. ACtES those men are dismisced from the amy as soom
as they are physicslly sble to leave, I do mot believe more then one in
a hundred will take advantege of civiliam offers of reeducations They
will naturally 50 back to their homes, where & false sympathy will start
them in dependence and innctivitye

I belicve thoroushly that the same power which put them into the
army, which has asied them to sacrifice limb, health, power to carry on
their old ocoupation, should supply the will and amBbition that it hms
partially destroyedy and should sce to it that they are restored,so far
as 1t is possible to do soy o self supporting occupations.

You argue that if these men remsin under army diseipline, the regular
ermy offioer will be reguired to do the reddussting end for various reasons
will not be fit for it, that the civilians especially trained would mot de
vespocted or obeyed by the mem. Civiliams are doing used at prosent in
hundreds of capacities by the Amye Dootors ani murses are civilians, who
ave obeyed by soldiers. They will huve to do most of this reedusational
worke I am perfectly willing to grant that thare will be difficulties and
failures, but 1 dom't think they will compare in mucber to the failures
that would be had in rostoring the men if they were thrown out in commnities

with the choise of shother or not thoy reedusste themsclvese 5o I make eyself
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You understand, I hope, that I am spealdng not s & membor
of this Conmittes, but purely &8s & private individuale I have no
suthority to cpeak for the committes, for this question has not
ot come before thane

I have been meaming to ask the privilage of going over yow
institution at 311 Fourth Avemues ZForhaps you will lot me coms there
and talk the matter over with you & 1little Mrthor.

Sincerely,

CHATRMANS HEWS DEPARTUERD.
L2 EB \
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