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Migs, Ida Y, Tarbell,
'120 Bast 19th St.,
New York. .

- Dear Miss Tarbell: '

It is s co:lncidoncc that I should have bun i
'orking on your record as an author yesterday, and roceivod L httor
from you this morning that was unexpected, ‘

I returned the History of the Standard 011 Company to our Public v
Libra.ry on Friday last, and paid 13 cents fine for 13 days ovartiu.
_ Yesterday I went in to get it again and found .some one else had it,

———— e P e e

I found a list of 12 works written by you. Six of them nro out ’l'hta
impressed me as a high ¥ of efficiency.

Books in Library, Books in hands of rudorl.
1. Life of Lincolb~1895-1900-UcCluro. 7.History of Standard 0i1 Co,
2. 1917 Macmillan, 8,.Short life of Napoleon,
3. He knn Lincoln, 9.New Ideals in Businqu.
4. Madame Roland, 10.Visys of Woman,
5..Rising of the Tide. 11.A 1ife of Napoleon, .
6 Business of being a woman, 12.Early lifo of Lincoln

I took out all that were in the library so that now your efficiancy
is 1007, I also left reservations for the others with the object of
making a study of your works, I think I shall write a history of
Ida Tarboll as. a start towards an investigation of histori&no.

We hvre found that your History of the Standard 0il Co. could be

put into 4 LEFAX volumes of 160 pages each-without the cuts, The
lines are the same lenght when we use 8 pt. type-and we get 50 to.the
page against 36 for Macmillan, The selling price would be $2.50 for .
the four volumes plus whatever royalty you would demand, o,nd tho cost
of any cuts used.

4 }

I notice that you have had four publishers-McClure-Scribner-Fhillipe
end Macmillangand that in 1913 you were associate editor for the
American Magazine. I think that I remember, when that megazine was
started, hearing that it constituted a “"rebelliocn" of prominent: wri‘bonl
' among vhom your name was prominently mentioned as insuring its C
independence of the "System". Are you lt:lll connactad with it!

The American Magazine for June hes an l.rt:lelo entitld e
"THE SEVEN GREATEST AMERICANS", by James Harvey Robinson. It says thn.-
Doctor Robinson is:"A Leader of liodern American Thought", and meniions
his "Mind in the Making" as a best seller. That his ! poliey" is for
a sensible"interpretation” of historical facts. That "Ve do not d.ar
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Euidrty, u«llahnnﬁ.pn with well knon uuthou M"amm."' ho m bm
~4nto thousands of high schools and conogu. Doctor Rnhi.nm N Nl_!

i Ht- ‘ru'bcll-hxo 2. 6/26/23 Rt ey

‘t6 toll our ch:lldron the things uott hprtlnt for thu to hu" and
a3 a step towards "remdying” this situatiom, Destor Robinsen has
.ﬁdo:lng an oducatioul work of. "v:lw. hportuco" uul fnr rmhh;

' "editing” a "new kind of héstorical text’

at the head of the History Dept, of Columbia College for s gquarter of
a contury, md now wants to"revise our whols lyctu ol odmt!u"“

. At the last Bopubl:lun convention at cn:lugo, I -.t - very h‘touiw
colored minister from Georgia, He told me that they bad nominated
delegates without any contest, but that & contest had been "faked" np

(by.a crowd of political“sports")in Chicago to seat delegates oppesed

_ Gemeral.Wood. This was the"foundstion" ok which the "professionals,

“led by Penrose, nominated Harding who had been d:lnrodittod in hh-- .n :}';:
state for known associatioh with the "interests”, it

I also met Nicholas Murray Butler, Pru:ldont of Calunbh, m m
helping the "professionals” to beat Wood by standing as & mdldtto

9" from New York. He spoke very highly of Penrose and told lo ot a"toxt"

book, written by Penrose that had been used in the #c
got & copy at Leary's old book store, and it proved 0 be . moro
collection of data re the mmicipal government of hm'. mere nholl b
with nothing in it, After Wood was downed, Butler™ showed his ehumtor
by coming out with a mean kick at the political manager who bad been
downed-Col. Proctor for Wood, It was such a dirty piece of plntocntio o
business that it aroused a ste¥m that forced an apology from Butler,

The apology was typical of the man-he got down om his belly and. =
crawled-like a worm or a serpent and disappeared, like a luckor at tho
bottom of a pond. 3

I apologise for this "hateful" characterization that I know 1- foroigz- 5
to your spirit as a historian, but it appears necessary as a foundattm
for the "impression" that Columbia is the "Center of the System" tho.t
you have touched in your History of the Standard-as it applies to S
education. In the bad dream of St, John,the Divine, of Armagedden, ~ .
he mentions many headed dragons, bu¥ fuiled to fortoll the modera
Octopus, with"tentacles"that reach out in all directions,

Dr, Robinson names Lincoidn first-Roosevelt second-Rockefeller third~ -
Edison fourth-Mark Twain fifth-William James sixth, and John Dewey:
seventh, There is a coincidence in his selection of"nven" Some years .
ago I re-invented the army system to stop war, I started with the idea’ .
of a "pair" as a basis, and automatically came to seven-the number in
e squad, Ceneral Wood has sent me a little army organization beok from
the Phillippines, and I am using it as a guide, My army is to be
called the "ARMIA", I have given considerable study to the number
"SEVEN" and found that it was the "divine" number of the anciphtn,‘

' Dr, Robinson's article sounds to me iike the work of a "Hired = - ‘

[_Hiatoriln" He is:"As much surprised as anyone that the list hl

fallen" as he has selected, He admits:"it is the outeome of muoning

o
§ that does not appeal to others”. That"the question has a "fantutio .
< quality"and assumes ‘that any answer "is bound to partake of grotuquo- ki

‘mess" I can discern a Rockefeller foundation in the background as I’
.. ~hear Robinson say:"The great man--is ‘1likely to bo vithont honor in hil %
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by th-!.r hnon" otc.

Mtomoy—lknoml of this state re this publiuﬁm of &
_ to ‘the 1ife of Washington, and tells me that"something rises up im -

hin" when anygne attempts to exclude 'uh:lng‘ton from the lilt of
great: hcri PR R

In my own ruurcheu into the lives of great men, i han beon uoro
and more impressed with the outstanding character of Iuhingtoa. 5

animal stage without leaders capable of governing themselves and
seen to be approachable only by the most :lnt.nigout-thl nolt !",‘_;‘
- and the most perfectly governed individuals,

_self governing people to support a government, I think that our
Declaration of Independence is wrong

aid of & policeman, is a God given right. All we have a right to: de

power to control themselves,

61-0681 ~uo;mn‘03 [1991e], “JALBPI YL 600 ‘Sﬁeml 181-!3!(1

perfectly, If we take Lincoln as most nearly approximating the
Saviour of mankind, then Vashington most nearly appromimates the

T Father, Few men are able to tise to the heights of greatness without

Cowm cauatry and age, as one of tho -nt moptiou). ud -ut -umm
stoed of the world's great men so bittorly nnoctd-to lw MW‘ o

T have had & talk with Hampton L. Carsen, 1..41:.; h.mr m ros-m ,fj

men omitting Washington, lr, Carson has gives & great deal of study

When it is realized that mankind could never bave risen above the

restraining their own animal, the heights -of greatness will be el!‘ill'l'w |

Tt seems obvious to me that no government could exist vithout u.no ot

by consent of the governed, Not even a child consento to. bo govornod e &
God gave us all a free agency to govern ourselves, h'udon for all .

that are capable of supporting themselves and of conducting their own

affairs without interference, and of behaving themselves without the

is to supply control-restraint and government for those that lack the :."‘ g

'With this as & basis, I think that Washington stands out as the '6&9_-‘
figure in history which fits the specifications for greatness most

’> self consciously exposing their limitations. Washington,as engineer-

farmer-business man-legislator-soldier-general-statesman and political

@ leader, rose to every occasion, He was Lincoln and Grant in one,
aa '

Auay

His letters were perfect specimens. He was not a great reader-nor
highly"educated”, but he was fundamentally intelligent as the "
‘ "educated" seldom are, He kept his ego within himself, He never
— permitted his own greatness to blind him., His letters show clearly .
q@ that he"surprised"himself as much as anyone at making good in each
& new position. Genuine modesty is more than a mark of greatness-it

~5 is & necessity to the climber who would see clearly and avoeid a fall,

Q, Roosevelt's friends were able to persuade him $hat ne one could. run
o the Hnited States so well as h@f-not so with Washington-he resented
- the thought that the people needed a king-or that he was lupor-hnnn.

r Vhen I fov.mdod LEFAX, it occurred to me that God did not put 111 Bo "
= knows' in the Bible of the Jews or of the Catholics or of the Protutfj-;_‘-
ants, That God's book is an ever growing one that is always up to date -

JelcC

Mr, Carson says that he was the greatest letter :Iritor of all tilo. ek

-y

.~ ,and that the people today need more recent teachings that will o,c«rd‘fl‘f-ﬁ‘_

with the great progress since the time of Christ. We need to sain

lessons 2:1 the lives of leaders vho are responsidle. torA tho progrtu'f.f-'?.f:-'"
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