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i \j' T Auguaf‘EB 1922.

6)9v 46 Elm st.,Worceuter Naa

Miss Ida M.Tarbell,
120 East Nineteentn Street,
New York,N.Y.,

My dear Miss Tarbell;

I duly received your letter of August
lo. My Llnnoln genealogy is now being printed and I hope
will be out in a few monthe., I will advise you when it ie
ready.

1 suppose you have read William E, Barton's "Paternzty of
Lirecoln, 2 hook which I tnink nad as well not heen published.
Owing to 1t T nave, nowever,had considerable correspondencc
with Vr.Barton and it is ne wno claims to have digcovered dac- v
umentary evidence tnat “ancy Hanks was the illegitimate - daugn-;{g"“
ter of a Lucy :ianrks,tne eldest daugnter of Joseph Hanks tnough
rot named in his will. e will not give me any indication as .
to wnat nis documentary ev1denne consists of,and I really dodbt kS
if he nas ary which ie really eatisfactory. 'e accuses T

Hitencock and Lea and Hutchinson of all manner of: 1ying.wnﬂ”{tu,
seems to aave come to the conclusion that Dennis Hanks;whom'
1 nave always considered a very bhad lot,to be worthy of all .
credence. Tnis is not tne onpinion he uad of nhim when he Wrote.'
nis bhook,hut 1s wnat ne expresses in a recent letter to_me.

I nave advised ¥Mr.Barton tnat unless he nag very atrong
documentary evidence,practically unimpeachable,as to Nancy's
birth he had better let the ratter rest where it is. He claime ..
that the Nancy ,daugnter of Josepn Hanke,and named in his will,
did »ot marry Tromas Lincoln hut did marry Levi Hall after hav-a“’
ing eiven hirth to tue illegitimate Dennis,but he admits that - -
ne hhas not found a hond or record of such marriage ‘and ‘when. I
asked nim now he distinguished the several Wancys,if there were
several 2as e claims,ie rould rot or would rot te]l me.,

To tell tne truth I nave not formed a very hign oplnion*pffv i
tie reverend centleman,not eo nigh,I fear,as his own, He im-
presses me as desirous of advertising hlmself and not. caring
macih how he Jdoes it. I may,6 hovever,be doing him an injustice,’
ard ne nas certainly bheen n* some asslstance to me for which

I am daly grateful, tnough I may rot seem so in thus expreseing
mnyself ahout nim. .

I am now convirced that Bathsheba Lincoln, the Presiden :
grandmotner survived ner nusband,and I doubt if nis grandf
ever married a Mary Snipley. I1f you visit Kentucky this
You may get some infornation from Rev.Louis A.Warren of
hethtown,who claims to nave found much new’ ev1dence tho‘”

shy nhout iwpartirg it to me. 5;/




