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The 1928 Proh:bntlon Votu
By sw-y Shick

I.OGM. OPTION. IAP

" women NOT VOTMG

DRY ﬂ NO-LICENSE TOWNS SHOWN IN WHITE

7 ) vm TAREN ¥ ™ FOUR wuu mwm‘- e

Areas with wet majorities are’ lﬁﬂu in black. . le blld hu
of circle unduulu the total wet vote. - :

There were prohibition referendum votes

he!d in three states—Massachusetts, Mon-

tana and North Dakota—in 1928, The chief

significance of these votes is their demonstra- =
" tion . of ‘the trend of prohibition -sentiment :
by eomparlson with prior votes in the same .

states..
;. ) Massachusetts
' Massachusetts. enacted a prohibition law

- in'1852, during the first prohibition wave of
=~ . the fifties, and, after sixteen years’ trial re-
pealed. it in 1868,

. ‘Two years later it tried a new -prohibi-
tory law ‘which permitted the sale of malt

. ‘liquors in all places unless there was a local
_vote to prohibit such sales. Prohibition was

lbandoned entirely in 1875 and a high li-
cense’:local option law enacted. This con-

“tinued. in' force .until national prohibition
 ‘began. . .

- In'January, 1919, at least three-fourths of

"'Massachusetts was dry or “no-license” under

this local option law. as the accompanying
map shows. = Substantially the sane condi-

_tion had existed for at least tcn‘yea»rs ol

-viously. . )
When national prohibition became eﬂ‘ec-

tive, a state. enfomement act. wu puud by
the legislature, and-it went to the people.o
referendum in " 1922 They . defeated it by
427,840 to 828,964 = uo%mtota.mdq
A ‘new but much shorter enforcement. act,
popularly called the “Blby Volstead Aet
was passed, and on reférendum in 1924 the
people,_sustained it -by: MW to m. .
50.4% dry to 0.6% wct.
The next popular vote was. i 1928 w
the peaple votcd on: the followlng pro :
tion:
“Shall ‘the Senltor from thll dlltrlet be '
instructed to vote for.a resolution request- -
ing Congress to take: action: for the repeal
of the Eighteenth Amendment to the Con- -
stitution of the United States, known as the 1
prohibition .amendment?”. - o AN e
It ‘will be noticed that: this question n—
quired each voter to express his; or her, de--
cision as to ‘the retention; or: rcped, of the
Eighteenth Amendment_ itself.” The result | . .
was 107,852 for repeal ‘of the amendment '
and 422,666 for its: retention. = m% wet
to 874%: dry. 'l‘hitty-four lenlhrld did-
tricts had ‘wet majorities, and two had dry '
miajorities. The lather, bowevet, were dry
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by the barest of margins. The Cape Cod
district had ‘a dry vote of 52.4% and the
other dry district a dry vote of 51.0%. Con-
sequently, a change of 2.4% and 1%, of the
electorate, respectively, would have changed
the result in these two dry districts. No
vote was taken in four districts because, for
technical reasons, the question could not be
put on the ballot there. However, consider-
ing that the population of these districts is
more urban than rural, there would seem to

Ed

be no doubt that a wet majority would have
been given there, had the question been on
the ballot.

Considering this 1928 majority of 284,697
against the Eighteenth Amendment, there
can be no longer any doubt where Massachu-
setts stands on national prohibition. This is
the more striking, since women voted in
1928, whereas the dryness under local option
in 1919 and prior years was attributable to
male suffrage only,

MONTANA

1916

WOMEN VOTING

MONTANA

MONTANA

WOMEN VOTING

Montana

Montana had never had state prohibition
until the people in 1916 approved a state
bone dry law at the polls by 102,776 to
78,890 = 58.29% dry to 41.8% wet.

In 1926 there was proposed an initiative
bill to repeal the state prohibition law and
all other state liquor laws except that pro-
hibiting sale to minors. It carried by 83,231
to 72,982 = 53.8% wet to 46.7% dry.

In 1928 there was proposed an initiative
bill to re-enact a state prohibition law,—
specifically to adopt the Volstead Act as
the state law and further providing that
“whenever Congress shall amend or repeal
the Volstead Act, such amendment or re-
peal” shall automatically amend or repeal
the state law in similar manner. The people
killed this measure by 80,619 to 68,431 =
54.1% wet to 45.9% dry.

Women participated in all of these three
votes. It will be seen that there was a con-
stant increase in wet sentiment. The wet
vote of 41.89, of the electorate in 1916 in-
creased to 54.19 in 1928— showing a turn-
over of 12.3% of the electorate during that

period. In 1916 only three counties had wet
majorities. This increased to twenty-three
in 1926 and to twenty-seven in 1928. There
can be not the slightest doubt, therefore,
but that there has been a very remarkable
swing of sentiment away from prohibition
in Montana, and that the state is now defi-
nitely in the wet column.

North Dakota

North Dakota was admitted to the Union
in 1889 during the second prohibition wave.
At that time the state put a prohibition
clause into the new Constitution and it has
remained there to this day. It is a banner
prohibition state, having had prohibition
longer than any other state, save only Maine
and Kansas.

In deference to public opinion the legis-
lature has been very dry. The State Senate
ratified the Eighteenth Amendment by 43 to
2, and the House by 96 to 10. In 1928 the
Senate, without a dissenting vote, and the
House by 102 to 7 adopted a concurrent
resolution memorializing Congress to make
no change which would weaken the Volstead
Act.



1916
NORTH DAKOTA

WOMEN NOT VOTING

A test of public opinion was made in 1916.
The legislature had passed an act greatly
tightening up the definition of the crime of
bootlegging. On referendum in 1916 the
people sustained’ this by 51,678 to 42,956 =
54.6% dry to 45.4% wet.

The next test of public opinion came on
June 27, 1928. It was proposed to repeal the
old state constitutional prohibition clause
of 1889. Locally, the proposal was consid-
ered utterly foolish, for had not the state
voted dry in 1916, and had not the women,
supposedly very dry, got the ballot subse-
quently? The result, although dry in final
result, was so close that it was a heavy
shock to local psychology. The old consti-
tutional clause was retained by the close vote
of 108,696 to 96,837 = 51.7% dry to 48.8%
wet.

oy
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In 1916 only eleven counties had wet ma-
jorities, but in 1928 this number was in-
creased to twenty-one. The dry vote of
54.607 in 1916 was reduced to 51.70;, in 1928
or a turnover of 299 of the electorate in
spite of the fact that women voted only in
the latter year. In other words, public sen-
timent on prohibition had changed so much
during the interval between the two votes
that, notwithstanding the vote of women, a
net wet gain was registered. Finally, in
this banner prohibition state the drys won
by the exceedingly slim margin of 1.7% of
the electorate. This, we believe, is one of the
most significant referenda on prohibition
taken in recent years, because it is an indi-
cation that even the rock-ribbed dry states
are beginning to crack in spite of woman
suffrage.

NORTH DAKOTA - .

WOMEN VOTING -

Conclusion -
There have beéen three prohibition wam

in the United States. The first two are da-._
scribed by an Anti-Saloon Leugue luder in '

these words:

#Between the years 1880 and 1890 wlut

has been known as the second great state-
wide prohibition wave swept the eo,untry.:_"'
During this eventful period not so many

states adopted prohibition as had done soin_ ot

the first state-wide prohibition: movc_me}pt'of-, &
the fifties, yet it is safe to say that more

states were actively involved in the move- .

ment and more state legislative bodles were. ;

called upon to vote directly upon:the pro- e
hibition question than dnrlng the - former Rt

period.”*

The first prohibition wave ‘was in° thc;_‘, 3
fifties, reached its peak in, 1858 and then. "

subsided. The second wave was -in the
’eighties, reached its peak in 1885 and then ..
receded. The third wave reached its petk i
in 1918 and is now subsiding. !

The state-wide votes an wet-dry questlolu ATl

held since 1918 show a very marked and
increasing wetness as compared with the ..
votes during the decade prior to 1918. The -
three 1928 votes in Massachusetts, Montana
and North Dakota, analysed above, are
merely cumulative evidence that prohibition
sentiment is again subsiding; that the third
prohibition wave is now passing, and that
history is repeating itself for the third
time. .

*Ernest H. Cherrington, . LL.D., -editor of - the- -

Anti-Saloon League's American Tssue, -in_his book,
The Evoluti 7ﬂ in the Umited States,
176. Dr. Cherrmgton is also head of the Anti-
galoon League’s Department of Education, Pub-
licity and Research.




THE THRD PROHIBITION WAVL
THE SWING OF PUBLIC OPINION AS REFLECTED IN ALL

STATE-WIDE REFERENDA ON WET-DRY QUESTIONS
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There have been three prohibition waves hibition ' question than during the former b
in the Urilcd States. The first two are de- period.”*
scribed by 2n Anti-Saloon League leader in The first prohibition wave was in the
these words: “fifties, reached its peak in 1853 and then
“Between the years 1880 and 1890 what subsided. The second wave was in the
has been known as the second great state- ‘eighties, reached its peak in 1885 and then P
wide prohwhition wave swept the country. receded. The third wave reached its peak
During this eventful period not so many in 1918 and is now subsiding.

states adopted prohibition as had done so in
st H Cherrington, LL.D., editor of the
on League’s American’ Issue, in hi€ book,

the first state-wide prohibition movement of.
the fifties, vet it is safe to say that more wution_ of Prohibition \in - the United States,
s s were actively involved in the ve- 17 dr. Cherrington is also ]\(1(] of the Anti-
tates were actively involve move: S d_eague’s  Department of « Education, Pub- ‘\

meént and more state legislative bodies were licity ‘and Research.
called upon to vote directly upon the pro-
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