After close to one hundred years of almost M
agitation, for what at the start was called the *rights of
¢omparative calm has settled on the ferdnist. Having now “
demanded, she now 18 learning to use it « a stage of
frequently not bargained for by revoltél | S

There is no manner of doubt but that wvaluable, li’ T
unforseen, results are developing < one of the most @ ant
and interesting is the new type of woman produced by a
grafting of the acquired *rights® on fine old feminine
It is a broadened, energised, humanized type whieh if tt m

and fulfills its promise will justify all the pother of the m
and militant easpaign which has made it possible. ;

Whatever this gonuincly new woman lays her hand Seo
soon takes on a novel, different, intensive quality. She mm :
"puts new life®” into it, she develops e unrealized g
Who would have supposed fifty years ago that any woman would
make something distinotive and freshly useful sut of as m
conventionalized position an that of the wife of a m
of these United States  particularly an old state, 1&.“
New York « yet that is what Bleanor Roosevelt, wife of ve
Bwdnklin D. Roosevelt is doing. |



It would be difficult o put your tmm
w‘ct in our public life who has achieved a more
of the best of the old and the best of ‘the mew, Ehe -l ,
fine numm for she is not only a m“ by Mllﬂ
Ny bATAR, her ine 1ike that of her husband dating bask to . o

Those who uuhol presidential movenents as

remember that in that year Theodore Roosevelt
White House to dash up to TivolieonetheeHudson to & m; I
notable wedding = a Roosevelt « Eleanor - given away by & ]
ner unole, the Bresident of the United States « %o & lum
For days a curious public figured on the uuuonnm |

One naturally wonders why Eleanor Roosevelt, m‘
from the gread formalized world she does, should years ago ‘m K
turned her mind to the thinking and the interests of one ‘a0 dAfS
S8he will tell you that her schooling in Burope had & m

do with it.

younger or too much older for me to have any :-I.
I spont ny time in the librmey reanding = “‘m
sixteen tml sent me to a French M Just o '



wmr was ;olu on, How she mu Aty How M ﬁt
the Boer case to ust

must learn to go on our own. lonmtnuourhouﬂOh'
The first thing she would do in & new oity was to give me &
book and say, *Now decide what you want to see first n‘ﬂ
and find it.® For days I would be tumed loose in nm.,
Paris, finding my way about, seeing what interested me and M‘
home and talking it over with Mademoiselle.” .
Bleanor Roomuwaakonod to the hard Mﬂlﬂﬂ ‘
1ife under Mademoiselle and when she came back to New rm ‘Q
umuatuy attached herself to the Rivington Street mm
Other young women from her set joined her with .mﬂ
will but usually for a few days only. There were too many " |
Mt nothing could divert M

events in their own world.

soon she was deep in political mtﬂttu M
relation between the two « one could num
M And she gave time and thought Mfm. -




- was making a place in the state « giving unﬂhl.na moh - lﬂ

¥

of New York State « new duties for M lum - um “
taste onlookers said « but it did net tm them long to m.rm

to her job. What was it? Recently at W invitation, I went ”
to Albany to talk all this over with hers '
A mtmm experience interviewing Eleanoy m
for when she has gonsented to an interview there is no .ﬂh
conseious nonsense about her. BShe makes it easy and uﬂm
"What shall we talk about ,* she asked, dinner “
m the governmor and a friend gone off for a confab, she m "
way to her upstairs siiting room and settled herself hotm”
fire with her knitting « white wash nm;“x thinky S .‘
"liow about this business of being a Governor's m

What changes has it made in your daily 1ife?"”
It was interesting to see how. without hesitas

without selfedonseiousness « evidently interested.
*To begin with there has been an enormous &
my correspondence. People - women particularly e Im“



. made. The pity of 4t is that as & rule I have to say Im tm

_moet touching and regular correspondents is s mother whose ﬂ

imt-. Many women ask pardons for ﬁ- Curious how a i
woman will insist that if a man is emly given another m'lt
will nrmmtmmmwmmvn-tumﬂ

always as soon as he was released cormitted the same orime. m'
are very ineistent. I look into all these cases, have. mum

i8 no reason to suppose that it will be wise to release their man.
3 "But 4f I cannot help them te what they want I can
somet imes relieve their sorrow a little. .hr instange one of ny

ie in an institution « when she found I could not help her mw |
she begged that I go to see him which I did. Now she begs “‘! .
go weekly and read the bible to him!

"And the farmer's wivesl We have a pension for lhl“ G5 i
now, you know. Many women seen to feel that I ean get m “ ‘
for them more quickly than if they trust to the W m
The other day I had a letter beginning, 'I am the farmerts !IQ
that wrote you two years ago. You remember I lald out my m M,

Will you now see that I get my pension?! \w “
there are dozens of them dailyl

"But they bring far less important matters l! ﬂ w
pensions and iumprisoned loved ones. !h. other day ! M a
and pathetic letter from a woman of eighty, so peor that “
not squeese out money to pay the tax on her ut\ﬁ mt



mn& she wrote. mmm»ﬁ»ﬁmwm
Bupervisor of dog 1icenses but he had replied that he h
authority to give her an exeuption. She sent me the *unt
letter® and begged that sometime when the governor ws not.
4_ @8k him to use hie influenee to have the m lﬁ y

The upshot, of course, was that Mre, M
Mlng what she is nﬂ the tax on tho puppy « D/

Her reputation for always replying to a »
finding a way to grant it « Aif that is putbil-m ﬁ m
epread from the state and literally to have crossed ibi nt!
At the time of my visit she was much interested in B
she had been having with a woman in Californis, who tﬂﬂl‘
an interview with hcr on the education of children « lh. m
definite m views which she fhas.f.s well tnutd- « had " .
.putmu letter telling of her ambitions for her m M“
perplexities in rearing them on practically ne lll.q o

*How ¢an I do anything for my echildren® It “
ean do to keep them fed. I cannot keep them preperly
have a boy who is ambitious. !He might ununhtnglthg

‘to do it, but I have no money to atart him.'

*It was not a begging letter,® said m
*It rang true and I wrote her saying QM ur
ehildren was in itself a great tmu to ﬁll !l




was interested in the boy that wanted to start a mﬁt l'l.- _ Iﬂ*
much money would it mean? Possibly I could help here '
*It was sometime before I had an answer and then it

came., lere in part is what she wrote =

tYour wonderful letter came to me as &
great surprise. The children and I have been talking
over your offer to loan wus the money to help with the
rabbitry and for getting started with squabs. I wonder
if you realize ti would take close to two hundred and
fifty dollars (§250.00) to do what we would like. That
seens like a very large amount to borrow of anyone.
we borrowed it and couldn't make good as fast as we'd
like we'd feel terribly chagrined and always under
obligation. If wg began it and couldn't make as mmeh of
a success as we'd like, we'd have only ourselves to
suffer for it. Ve don't know what's ahead of ws. Maye
be you would be needing that money at a time when we
didn't have it to pay. Ve have tried to think of it
from every standpoint and we do appreciate from our
hearts your expressions of love and genereosity. ALl
the more vo, when we remeuber you do not know us
ally. But we feel that it wouldn't be right of us te
borrew from you when financial conditione are so cloee
with us as they are. :

P.8., A5 a little family we wish you and your family
a very Merry Christuastide and a happy New Year
geason,'
"That pleased me better than if she had accepted the
money," says Eleanor Roosevelt.
At present the greatest demands upon her and the
Governor come from the unemployed. Late in the evening after we

had joined tha Governer a long distance call came through. A m T

wante to epeak to the fovern but the Governmor has Mu’

day « hie physician prohibttn'onning work, so it is Mrs. R

that answers. GShe has some difficulty in making the man



that it is really the Governorte vm. m.
tnlttu to ht-. 7 That is nn honor he has m 0" e

Bhe will do 4t the first thing in the morning and m W
ing to her, that she will do it, the Lirst thing in the ;

Also that- her gracious and kindly interest have already one

way to put heart into a disheartened mane
Fot only do multitudes of people of New M m :

regard ¥re. Roosevelt as their particular friend at Go‘ﬂ .

their need or distress - but the women seeu to Gonsider hﬂ u# Lh _
particular oﬂ‘atﬂ counsellor to be called in whenever wm :
s speech. Ghe is most generous. 1

*T do not often o to the big plnces,” she m” |
often to the little pluces where thoy have diffioulty m
speakers. I don't do it as well as I wish T did bub M

what they want is to see the Governor's wife. They M h
that I belong to them, that it is my duty to come mua:h

and they take what I say." i
With her rich badkground « her how
what is :nponm in public u.to « her mm' ‘




it ‘
E‘ mmny uuptnh -pukor « natural, apt, m

qé;;: lt is 1mm-un¢. as she tm-. h muﬂ M

i makes no reference to secial obligations, once m to _ b 80

E a c-nmr'- wife. I have to bring up the subjest.

v "0h,* she laughs , "that does not trouble u-m e
= But Af that does mot trouble her much she really does m M
g =% should be expected of a Governorts wife. XEvery m"" on

Tﬁ she is heme to all the world. ouosmthm“nhum

g dimner. There are innumerable receptions to this or lht M.

s there is a constant procession of people who come to talk mm

Q special matter and are invited for lunch « for tea « for the m

8_ Someone always there, But this ;roecul.on seems to be uv.m w

é no care to her. 'l'.r,thlns is done for me," she says. " m v
M@—O give the orders.® 8She means that she makes the program. h w |

g ‘morning she has put the program for the week into the hands -l thl

E majoredomo » o remarkable man who has been in the Executive m

ﬁf for several terms and who runs the house with dignity and m e

‘Ll: It is she who O'K'® the menus =« assigne the odn‘ vtlttll h

U% one or another of the nine guest rooms of the Rxeout ive m # o
= directs which official car shall meet him « arranges h“n m b
8 be received if by chance she s not at homs st the Sime of the

| F—

u@ - All of this she does uha.,. quietdy, effi

& Mrs. Roosevelt has a capaoity for carrying an mm

detadl in hor mind and of seeing that this mmi '




without fluster. Indeed you Farely come “"“‘ ’m

.bujtb.om.mm;..“m e '
This is the more mummm‘

she ia not only the manager of thie many sided business 0'

Governor's wife thatishe ia uet the friend of m“'lm' "

7
in thysuto. but that she is alse & 80100l Lescher. e m an _
mittent school teacher -~ a substitute « but a regular % .ﬂ'
Saturday 'or Sunday night of her life she comes down to Sw Uﬁ> |

where the Roos#velt town house 18 always open and the nﬂl

at nine o'clock she appears at the Toduunter school tﬂ'tm‘«
for several years now she has not only been one of the mﬁh &
managers but has taught regularly < clasees in English 1““"& _' i’-’

“and American hiutoqﬂ'!n addition to this sie runs a weekly .m

event glass. Wot a ourrent event clase wiieh is merely a m

of news but one which gets down to oases. Last year the girls

asked to study the Govermnment of the City of New York and m

lﬁ. Roosevelt said, "Very well, but we will dl it in m mu

8o weekly she goes from one point to another showing these m
young women what it is all about « visiting the WG w J&*

the Children's Court = the Probation Court = the Tombe = mm |
Hall « schools, like that of An(‘FO Patrits. It is a " ‘ rvying

out, coptipuing Mademoiselle Souvestre's m
for an edusated woman < that she see and understand o




'kup:n; these h her classes. She |

_on them., She did not hurry her dnwtmom
o1 .thluumlnih.mMM.ﬁM'

urs. Roosevelt is almost m t

# har em pessted Q”,:-x am m: am a mm'w
somet mes.) certainly 1t 1e sometimes diffieult to satisfy
the uluul. and Albanyd A few months ago PRABIR 4 .
spirit of mischief, I imagine, hoaring that the naumx ent1
of Republican Women of the State of New York were to mast “ F
Albany, sent a cordial invitation to thair cutm-m ‘
Butler, to come to tea al the mxecutive ¥ansion. The
was for one of lre. Roosevelt's echool cayu. put it ald "‘
her. She finished up her classes Ln tho norning, took & t:

Albany and was presiding in the best manner, when the Re
ladies overflowed the Mansion. That niqm she @ame h‘k M I#'. . _
York and was lmusina calmly at nine o'clook when her Mlﬂ “ e ‘
in for their first olass. A
How doee she do it? You get the answer in Mm !
her function. Apparently her mind is always onuul.y am
with the matter in hand Mu table = her oclaspes « W lm

the oall for help. "Mrs. Roosevelt was on our m for a lﬂ
time,* the Bditor of the Woman's Journal once told me. 'lu e
had a multitude of other bourdo = quite as important as mm

m:: ghe came to us there was never a sign that her w M
hard, that there was work ahead, She §ns the same su
person that you always see. OSle knew our proble s



busineses, But she mt promptlye®

‘into the ear up goes & tablie and on it che spreads N

The point o that when she went u'm
muy. nxuw It is not only & mwl of ‘Nﬂ_:
ms‘um of mind. She has that uonxm intelleat 0#

under oontrol and she doesn't allow outside Hﬂlm to -,
bewilder, Also che conserves hor times Those MW “’M
and forth from Albany are always utilized. A® soon &8 rlhﬂ

are a zign to people who do not uee their tiue on &hl

she wants to be let alone, otherwise she ion,].d be _
erowd of talkers., ©Oo the hours are used to plan, to nq.; t

Then she keeps her schedule up to the M.Mﬂa o AR
eosts her something sometimes. Spending a night with her lﬂ
after a long evening of counstant talk of whigh she did m m
her share, we separate = I to bed. But the next morning ﬁ‘
me over our coffee thut she sat up, she's umtd a 11“1! m\,
to do her accounts, For &t is she who supervises the m
the bills of this big establishment, bills that Mblw

too that the largest item goes towards uklu |hl
*The hnpphou of nthon.' u wn M



over their family activities. Take the Roosevelt MM
have always mads & great day of it for family and m MM
part of their tradition.’ They go outside of this intimate m
and make a great day of it torscoonym‘uowm
have had a slim reascn for rejoicing, perhaps none at all.

The Roosevelt Christmas tree is mo ome night affair.
It serves again and again :for this or that group, particularly m '.
that the family lives in the Ixeoutive Mansion. Its trimming 48
one of the great functions of their year, Governor lulm‘
himself, usually superintends the placing of every light, every
ornament , every gift. This last year he was not _wcu.. The m
had to be done by the less competent hands of the family and 4% is
going to be a long time before he gets over his grievance that this
Joyful task was snatched 8 by a eruel Doctor and
nurse. |

The Governor has ,#ith many other people, another
grievance, the feeling that the modern Christmas tree is not what it
used to be since electric lights replaced candles, but he does Q;m-
fess that when as in the Executive Mansion at Albany the tree has
to be used over and over miﬁ it is convenient to be able to turm
the lights off and on.

0f the groups tie tree serves in Albanys the most .
exciting are the orphans e one hundred and fifty of them from the

Asylum, just back of the Rxecutive Mansion's green houseSs



tt ‘was nn Governor and Mrs. Smith to have mm
orphans at Christmas time, always to have given them & W n
it is mm like Governor and Mrs. Roosevelt to have carried ¢
It is a great party. They come in relays, -cmmnu at & M
taking two nights of holiday week, enjoying the Mly tree “
receiving every one of them, a present wrapped up and t-lq& oo
Roosevelt handsi . _ g i
Mrs. Roosevelt buys all the presents herself M‘il ‘4
‘successive groups and it seems to be one of the continuous lﬁm \ ‘- i

of her year. I fangy that there is many a charity in IUM ﬁ"
that is the richer for the things she picke up at mmm :
One item tuut ielps out her Christmas tree is the large m i
of ehildren's books that she reseives from publishers and suthors,
for in addition to other activities Rleanor Roosevelt is a
specialist in books for children and youth. In one large mm
publishing house she has been a consultant on this type of litersture
for a good many &oa.n « 8he is also one of the members of the
committee selecting the books for the Juvenille Club. Bhe tells
you with pride that this 1s a paid jJob, the only paid job that I
know of her having. S5She is very proud of the $100,00 a month that
comes to her from that. One wonders who profite by it. You can
be sure it does not go into gee gaws for herself.

Besides the Christmas celebration in Albany m tl
also one in Few York City. Very interesting how it came &




‘brain, an mmnﬁ'ua wherever M.‘*” m .

ln. .on!nn has always been mwm tllni

the rich, One way she took was $o ask her mw o trh
Trade Union League to provide her with thirtyefive or s

from families where otherwise there would m%um-u k.
the mrut of the poor « to bring them to her house m
for a chrutnl tree of their owm. And she put it wp “ * ,

sop® to be the hosts « trim the tree « buy the ;n-m uﬁ

aoquaint themselves with the stories of thelr young m SRaS
has become a regular Roosevelt Christmas function and tm M m.

when Christmas came on Thursday and the family had & Ml. 1_ day
week in Albany, the Roosevelts were all down Saturday m M
taining the lucky unfortunates in the New York house; the m
themselves had as usual prepared the tree.

"A lot of work," I said. "Oh yes, but you nll m

-

" how kind all our people are, young and ou who ¢arry on owr m,‘

holds. We have had good luck with our people always, ha.m’i ﬂ

| Pramkiin?® she said aside. *I do not remember that there t- anybody

that was every anything but kind and helpful."
#And the Governor said, "Yes, that is true.®
You could hardly have s better resomsendation for the
heads of a grest housshold than that, - i
A habit of regular work and an mmg



Mansien in Albany. Visitors coming in to dinner hear

Bleanor Roosevelt's efficienay, if we call it Muq
is a attniut;ng Joy in doing the things she does. M ﬁpn .
of fun out of much that the outsider might eonsider hard. M %
vecause she finds it so absorbings | ‘
In these latter years she is finding fun « and m t i
in outeofedoor activities. As a young girl she was noty I m *ﬂt | '_
greatly interected in sports. Ghe much preferred a h.ﬂ! “ m -
she rode, drove, possibly swung a croquet mallet « all in & M
After marriage the interests and demands of her m |

growing family kept her in, rather than outside. When thn. m :
were lightened by the growing up of her family of five youngsters
it was to social and political matters that she turned B9 rather
than to active out door 1ife. And I take it undowbileqs that if a
real need had not arisen for her giving more Sime to0 healthy sports :
she would have remained indifferent to them. - . J
When & need arises, however, you may count on L
Mrs. Roosevelt to attack it wholesheartedly. And this was a Feal
need. Covernor Roosevelt was no mean sportsman before infantile
paralysis crippled him badly a few years ago. By his inoredible
bravery and dttormlmuou he is conquering hie hmm. m
and little by little has been taking up active exemuises. As m
a8 this wae possible Mrs. Roosevelt began training M u , | .
do anything that he could do in the way that mm Mm o
They swim « and a swimming pool has beer added to the &




_ mzﬂum.ummxxm of her

how after the day's work, never ended I Shink before six, they
nave had their swim Sogethers ‘ 5

Governor Roosevelt ie again able to ride hie m
though it has to be done under the watohful care of a m £
the State police an oPganization wholeeheartedly deveted to *o 0%
xrs. Roosevelt looking on said to hersslf, *The day may coms M R
Franklin will net be in the Government of Wew York State. m 2
day when there will be no State poliece to ride with hinm. I m
make ready." And she is rm Should pudblie life end for hlﬂ -
as luckily is highly improbable « lirs. Roosevelt will be able iﬁ
ride at her husband's eide, knowing that if an emergency arices
Just what assistance e should have and how to give it « & ﬁh
seeing lady, Eleanor Rooseveltl |

As we talk before the fire the Governor busy nu;m,
favorite night cap - game of solitaire » another unusual activity
of hers unfolde. Perhaps she had noticed that I was eyeing
gertain striking and uncommon pleces of library th s;ﬂ‘

back chair in red leather, brase nails - a wonderful bench before
the fire, broad, long, the right height for a perwon of m
legs » and a table with a double top, the upper one |m”

that a worker would bring whutever was on the far side "'ﬁil ,‘

rising. "Copies of the working equipment that ’m L ARG

designed for himself,” she tells me, "made in our ; b

at Hyde Park.*
mm.mntmm“‘m:.




She and Mr. Roosevelt had often talked as they rode M “
country, she will tell you, of the situation of the !l-ﬂ on lﬁ
back road - not the farmerts wife who lived on main Froads m
all the year round there is movement, people, but the one in the
back country where the roads mre impassable at times and where
there is mothing to do in winter. How could they help these m
.eut off from ocnﬁnou and interests through the long winter
monthe? One way they told eagch other, would be to establish
1ittle industries in the country villages and byways. S50 when
later a friend eager to make good furniture came along there

was born a furniture shop at their home at Hyde Park in Dutghess
County, New York « the fanily home for many generations of

=B Wnﬂﬁt. *The Val KAll Shop,” as it is calledsis |
WW xnown ple in the neighborhood and is tuming out replicas of

fine old historical pieces « among the most interesting these
Jefferson library pieces - so elegant « so convenient and 8¢
caleulated to make the worker wio looks upon them enviousi

And so it goes, wherever you touch this woman's life
you find some good thing carried on intelligently, steadily, ‘
modestly « truly a brave lady this and a charming one. ‘

There are two pictures of her and the Governor I M
always remember. The first « the night of Governor Smith's
acoeptance of the Demoeratic nomination. Albany had made m

X ,‘\

mttonl to broadeast his speech mm the steps of the !



ml“m. mmu upon num of M m
w Governor then, umumtm w

e

um-n. Ayouthm. vital, she look: &

hands busy with her knitting, sniling, leughing, intere
miou. absorbed in her talk, -hl.h the amr '
nis night eap curds on Jefferson's table, tuwning the ¢
to ruht or left, puts in a word now and then when M L
him or when something is said which particularly m
este him. - .

A gallant pair « these two faithful ,.bup
Pranklin, Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor + splendid ex
grafting new outlooks on fiue old traditionss




