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Qé Stampeded though she was i‘tt\gnulo refused to give i
B up her idea of what a town should be. BShe kept a kind of order, |
LE: waged a steady fight on pickpockets, drunkards, wantons and |

in this she was backed by the growing number of men and women |
who having found their chance for fortune in oil wanted a town
fit for their families. After churches the schools were
receiving the most attention. It was the Titusville schools

5 which had determined my father and mother to make the town

g their permanent home.

= But school did not play a serious part in my

8— scheme of things at the start. I went because I was sent and
= had no interest in what yent on. I had never been in a crowded
é school room before, ‘ ' small private school

= the teacher had been my friend. \This was loxuthtng new, | I

S——

was not conscious my teacher had>any recognized =Rk my existence.
I soon had becane a truant. Sut the competent ruler of that school
“-._roon knew more shan I realized. She was able to spot g truant

d one day when I turned up after an unexplainable absense she
u:::ﬂn me and read me a scathing lecture. I cannot remember
that I was ashamed or humiliated, only amased, but uoldhtu la me
/ asserted 1“‘1M. I became @n the 1n-tmt

{ model pupil. :
; A few monthe later I passed into High Schoel m

Q@\\ ,\}“ when at the end of the year the grades were averaged at a

ka \\"«‘1 ceremony where 8verybody was present I stood at the head of

LE the Honor roll, Nobedy could have been more surprised; I had not

g been working for the Homer roll , I had simply been deing what

Ei they expected me to do as I understood it and here I was at the top.
. ,




1 remember I felt very serious about it m
Having made the topkonoo I knew what wouu be expected of |

/
it Shainh 10 wlesti oy st (NI
I/ learneixmy l.uml. It ns ucood mg.nu being ml h*f

a gane. ' I liked to wn/uo mathanstics and tr&m:mw . OR
zood puzsled but that m&thqr had any relatien to‘. 1:4, I
was un,i e | § th ] ’lu“qpl.y mng these puuln ! m
i the spphgeed sesane which Was tb ‘h’u i

- set to solwe I
my curiosity, stir new desires to know, set me working on my
own, to find out more than th“%/'-i' bookn%ﬂd—- ’
Y dwéd had to offer. The texts which did this g.:u were a
¢ series ¥ I suspect a modern teacher might luugh at - Steele's
Fourteen ‘look.}lm);q\ﬁy Botany, Natuzal Philosophy, Chemistry.
i Here I was suddenly on a ground which meant some=
thing to me. From childhood, plants, inseots, stones were what
I saw when I went abroad, Wwhat I brought home to press, to put
in bottles, to éittor up the house.® The hills about Rouseville
' "ui;;"lin.o’l“: Mror such a collector, but nobody had ever
taught me more than tmm*m-on names. I had never realized ‘that
they were subjects for study like Latin and ‘uuotw and rhetorie
and Aje otm%oanim M t-.lg'_.h,. They were too
fascinating. But here my pleasure became my duty. School
suddenly became exciting. Now I could justify my tramps before
breaksfast on the hills, justify my "collection® and soon I knew
what I was to be - a scientist. Life was bu.irmxng-so be very
good for what I liked best to “Y had a reason. No doubt this
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4¥};€i£4ﬁolpod by the general cheerfulness of the family under our
A

new conditions of life. v

Things were going well in father's business; there
was ease such as we had never known, ;uanrics we had never heard
of, Our first Christmas in the new home was celebrated lavischly.
¥ar away was that first Christmas in the shanty on the flate
when there was nothing but nuts and candy and my mother and L
father promising, "Just wait, just wait, the day will come.®
And the day had come - a gorgeous Christmas tree} a velvet cloak,

‘ =ng @ rur coat for my mothor. I haven't the least idea what

there was for the rest of n-. but those coats were an cpodh 1n
my life « my first notion of olcssnoo. Sk

This family blosseming 1?. ohnruntcrtltlc of the
town., Titusville. Was gay, oonridant of

spending money on schools and churches,
where Jo Jefferson soon was to play, Christian Neilson sing.
l"ore and more fine homes were going up. Its main street had
been :raded and worked until fine afterncons, winter and
summer, it was cleared by four o'clock for the tretttnﬁ of

the @iast horses the riech were importing. When New Year's Day
oamﬁsvhry woman received « wine, cakes, salads, cold meats on
the table « every man went calling. That is, Titusville was
taking on Metropolitan airs led by a few citisens who knew

New York and its ways, even spoke familiarly of Jay Gould nnd
Jim ¥isk, both of whom natrually enough had their eye on ua.

Did not the lrlo road from which they at the moment were tllltnl

profitable freights?-
their pockotn Tegard oil ae-ene-bf dts most / we wedreg t'n.t.n for M

mill.- b |
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s There was reason for eonfidence. In the dosen .

ek years since the first well was drilled the 01l Creek Valley had

S yielded nearly thirty three million barrels of crude o

o Producing, transporting, ref;nin.. urkctin?}f;{ -1 b£

3‘ / {m 1Jato an organized industry which was now believed to M

‘g ot ¥ splendid future.

:; ‘,ﬁ\\‘ Then suddenly this gay, prosperous town was hit

(F"‘\\i“ a blow between the eyes. Selfe endent in all but transportae
ﬂé_}‘xﬁ _mt;“!.on and locally gl;dn‘thro“th thi Apipo. lines it was rapidly ke

‘6 layinsji‘l't was .dopondgnt on the railroads for the carrying of its

F: crude to outside refining points and for a shipping of both |
& crude and refined to the iuburi « a rich and steady traffie

= for which the 0il Regions felt the railroads ought to be

u@—\; grnttful“ but i.“t was the prailroads that stmuck the blow.. A few

= refiners outside the region - Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia,

‘% concocted a marvelous scheme which they had the persuasive power

\::i to put over with the railroads - a big scheme = hy_-.nﬂch those in

[‘_ the ring would be able to ship crude and refined oil more

QE—’ cheaply than anybody outside. And thcnlnruiou- invention, 1
% they Aroocivo in addition to their advantage a drawback on |
= every barrel of oil shipped by any one not in the group. Those ‘
1@:7 in the SBouth Improvement Company,.as the master piece was called,

g%: ; were to be rewarded for shipping and those not in to be doubly

?17' penalized. Of course it was a seoret scheme. The ou'aouou

i did not learn of it until it h-d actually been put into operation

i in Cleveland, Ohio, and then it leaked out. What did it mean to

o

=




»

%% ~ the oil regions? It noint that the man who produced the oil,

E;Z as well as all outside refiners, were entirely at the mercy of |
JL: this group, vnﬂ&ﬂ- 1f they Wouwdd '¢gould make the price *
1;: of orude oil, as well as refined. ) roally was a lovely plan, | |
:; Mt ‘couldn't survive daylight. As soon as the “m}u nmn-

& learned of it a wonderful row followed. Nigh ~ |
f_‘j violent speeches, processions and trains of oil cars loaded ¢

5 for members of the offending oorpora.tion+ raided, the oil run ‘ |
(Ll_ onh the ground, their buyers turned out of the oil exchanges, /\/\'
Q Lappealﬂ to the state 1oghlation?}congrou‘ for an interstate

|

am sommerce bill, the producu'l and the retinou o—be-oll
e regien uniting for protcctm. I remember & night' when w

O

& father came home with & grim look on his face and told ho!.h.a
“@_\ ‘Md eigned a pledge wtth ‘scores of uthnr prodaur ut to sell
il . s [

= to the Cleveland ogre that mlone had profited from the
b W &L&.

O ‘_/pehh:’ lM o nmof' Standard 011 w
E\#wa muphe the name South Inprovqnt Conpany in populu 1 4

e ) ¥

= contempt. R ?
e, There were long days of exeit ‘coming .‘
@ 2 o b . ;
E home at night, silent an -torn. s aft
() eigar which had come to h Ln my nimﬁ.ﬂho sign of
C‘) d
}u: : rolﬁ)uﬁor a hard ﬂ :
s told of the funny things he o -um-an‘ T
SE ~ longer ed :

@ _hts-paactiTe; he no./ . play/} h.t- s nor:’ sang to my :
= on the arm of his ohl.ir

L little -I.ator/m thc we all been brought up e

|
|
4
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'Augu-tu. Maine,

fair

knowing a8 they d1d that SNty Wesh geing sdiiiil be SA9 on
law of the land and being thundered at as they were by the press
and politicians of all the country. "I teld Willie not to go
into that scheme," said old Commodore Vanderbilt and Jay Gould
"whined, _'I didn't eign until everybody else had."™

out of th‘ nlm and bitterness and conrlllon.
gathe?::‘ :‘rou my fathc'- talk a convietion to whieh I nm
_holad = /what had been undertaken was wrong. My father told me it
was as if somebody had tried to orowd me off the road. Nowl knew
very well that on this road where our little utoMtu up
and down thst we had our side, tii-.t there were rules, that you
couldn't use the road unless you obeyed those W%'
wae not only bad mnorn,( but wrong to attempt to 9s/ The

railroads, so ga.id my father, ran by the consent of the people '

.M_tprough the valloy] th:y had givortl it a right of way. The M
on which I trotted was a right of way. One man had the same
Pight se another, but the railrosds had §iven $o ene Somethisd
they would not give to another. It was ibng. I sometimes
hear learned people arguing that in the dqyldf this historie

quarrel ewerybody took rebates, that it was the accepted way. If




z&cwﬂf(m/”“} ¢

fealbba, i lef’wa




BN S
1] #1510

Ay
Gl

| o8 e e ST
sUL 1107 =a

N e, o PEUSE e T e LG T e = YEgep s Ty W s S0 SRR | T
TSR] JRTIS[[Ad S5R[100) [TRTEA[Y 6062 ] TOHARIO] ([T, JALER]

- .ue azia—'
M /Zgﬁ“‘“‘( /‘éi‘z% W&m}
WM& wnda, Wfag-

Vi raun Wc{-d‘tlﬁéa

MMZ o U s W“‘?
£~

V' ' M@CMW&MWM[‘K

wm (wzgg w}www |
= |

R Uer
@ &MM/ I E@Ué«%«
o dale : ,..,',,
i | ; ? 7




\

ag B
g; > 3 W, X % _‘ o t_-\ ;
i; Lot $INAY s ..‘. ! 15 N A
QG I N GO R

@ ~ they h“ lived through those days in tho m
5 t\hq would have realized that ‘h’l' tu-t'iku-
= Fous  tootn qA nail. .urmnumug ﬁ. 11

(] . > -

e d N .

<l ne nﬁau- vy’ mu m
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i \ e %

= st amaappented atiivy in » (il a man

5 s n walking through the world.) He can choose the fair and
TR - ey
= open ';nth. the path which sound ethics, sound democracy and thi

common law proseribe, or choose the secret way by which he can :

= get the better of his fellow man. It was that choice }\Go\‘_
e 3

(S e suddenly J the oil region. The sly, secret,

© w\u.aw :
=\ greedy way mﬂm bitterness and unhappiness and incalcuable

' & nical deterioration for the country at large came out of that

_ ‘and others of similar nature which were going on all
over the country - an old struggle with old defeats but never ﬂi&-' :

out men willing to make i , i
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stiff fights for their rights even if it gost them all they
ever hoped to possess. 4 , "

At all events uncomprehending as 1 o8 SN
there wae Worn in in: that fine fight a hatred of privilege,

privilege ojt an( qut. It ’ﬁ,a:l: prc;ty hagy to be sure, but

St111°it wae well to have at fifteen one definite plank based
on things Been and heayd ready for a future platform ot m :

and etonomic justice if I -houid ever awake to my n«¢ ot omo

At the moment, however, my refleation did not carry me hm
ongness of t‘y pzi,vnege which had so upset our wom. ;

the prineciple of consideration for othit' @M[)’P(

P

which had always bnn ‘.'ml:lc 1?&%&13‘ and religious teachi More-
nih_;rrwwho’l\; mind was absorbed by the

appalling and over-shelming discovery that the world was net
made in six days of twenty four hou:nx each. :

Uy interest in seience which meant for me simply
larger familiarity wita plants and animals and rocks had set
me looking over my father's books for what might be ﬁharo on
these matters. Among them I found Hugh Miller's "Testimony of
the Rocks" and sat down to read it. Gradually I grasped with
& combination of horror and amagement that instead of a creation
the earth was a growth - that the creative days I had mseo Ilm
visualized were periods aeons J.onc not to be vumx
It was all too clear to deny bu(hukod as u was ;7
facts. If this ware true why did the Bible desoribe 0

particularly the work of each day, deseribe it and declare £
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"and the morning and the evening were the first day, ete." .
And ended, %and God rested the eeventh day." Hugh Miller
labored to pro‘u‘ that there was no necessary contradiction
between Cenesis and Geolofy, Put I was too startled to acecept
whlt'ho ‘said. A 5ible that needed reconciling, 'thglt did not
mean what it sald not the rock I had uuppom' feet were

on, that words oo}n‘:t\w.khan k- &_a' '
W&r%&‘;&ot yet grasped. ;
J I was soon to find that the iblical day wae

disturbing a great part of the Christian world, was a chief

point of controversy in the o kx ‘church, I had hardly made
my discovery when Genesis and Geology appeared in the pulpit of
the Methodist Church ¢f Titusville, i’cnnnylvania. Filling thi‘&
fulpit #F that time was a remarkable and brilliant man, Amos Norton
Craft. DF. Craft #ms an indefatigable student. It was told

of him to the wonder of the church that he laid aside yearly
$200.00 of his meagre salary to buy books. Like all the ministers
of those days he was obliged to fuce the challengas of science.
Many of his fellows, most of them so far as my knowledga went,
took refuge in heated declarations that the conclusions that

e cience was making were pmwfane, godless, an affront to divinity.
Not so Dr. Craft. He accepted them, strove to fit them into
the Christian system. He otarued'hil congregation and interested
them-and the town profoundly by announcing an evening course

of lectures on the reconciliation of Genesie and Ueology. The
first of the series dealt with the universe. I had never known
there was one - the stars, yes. I could name plants and

IS T T e e ey
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constellations and liked nothi.hg better than to lie on

my back and wateh them, but a universe lm;‘”““ with

figuresof its sizd. I went awa, from those Sunday night

1uturu fascinated, horror-stricken, confused - & most

miserable childs for not only was my ides of the world shattered,
not only was I left dizzily gyrating 1n‘/ipuoo to which there
was no end, but the whole Christian systen I had been taught |
was falling in a general ruin. I began to feel that I ought te
leave the mahsmm-- I did not bﬁtﬂM”’w
tﬂfﬂ:au supposed to believe. I did not have the conso. on N
eh I find youth frequently has when it finds itself obliged
to desert : the views it has been taugh
ANpRxkERE ——i-had-ne/ = ‘ ' }/ndud I doubted
greatly whether it was/emancipation. What troubled me most was

that Aif 1 gave uwp the church I had nothing to put in place

of something it had given me which seemed to me of supreme
importancej summed up that something was in the commandment, "do

as you would be done by."® Certainly nothing which Hugh Miller

or Mr., Herbert Speneer whom I began to read 1:3‘2:.1?'031;132 Science
Vonthly helped me here. They gave me nothing to t.m the place
of what had always been the unwritten law of the Tarbell household
based as I he« kneWw upon the teachings of the Bible. The gist of
the Bible as it had come to me was what I later came to call the
brotherhood of man. Pmtimy it was that we should do nothing,
say nothing, that wmmésd injuredanother. That was a catastrophe

and when it happened in our household « an inarticulate household
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ui%: on the whole - though one mmmmtxy conscious “_m, mninds

Lg: | and hearts of one another.- Q.n it happened the .‘h':“ house=

o7 hold was shadowed for hours and it was not until by sensitive

i unspoken efforts the injured one had been consolded, that we

= went on about our usual bu-£¥33?3~

E This was something too precious to give up and

something for which I did not find a substitute in the scientifie
A
thinking and arguing in which I was nolndorl.iac) Not—only—did "

W orr E'\ﬂum o guide me in human relations W@w‘
¢a3; dld~pat a.ttnty om which T &buld not eneaps | .
. and that was the need of direction, the need of that ﬂoh !

g
called God, and which T still a.lx_nad._.nonh.pp I was a cilluxn»

g Mg person, a cautious.ome. At all ﬂlntl I made up my mind
iZZ%?gE" fomsbboicliy anu find out something which better took the place

& of those things which I so valued, It oot me curious little

“L;‘ conprului. compromises that I had to argue myshif into. The

\::i chief came of.eeurse in repeating the creed.-

> I could repeat, "Conceived of the Holy Ghost, borm
G of the ¥ipgin Mary," Dbecause for many years I did not know what
ER_ that meant. It was the resurrection that disturbed me. I could
; not accept it, nor could I accept the promise of p.ubnd

el immortality. That had become a grave doubt with me when I first
GE: grew dizsy with the consciousness of the vastness of the universe.
‘&j’ Why should I expect to exist forever as a c¢onscious mind in that
E vast enptiness? What would become of me? I did not want te

% think about it and I came then to a conviction that has never left
=
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me that as far as I an concerned immortality is not my
business, that there ie too- much for me to attend to in this
mortal life without overespeculation on the immortal, that it
&’hot necessary to my peace of mind or to my effort to be

a decent and useful person, to have a definite assurance about
the affairs of the next world. I say tlis with humility for

I believe that some such assurance is ‘hecessary to tho

peace and usefullness of many ‘persons and I am the last to scoff
at the revelations they claim. _ gy

And yet it was hard to give up Heaven. Among the
books on our shelves - many of them orthodox religious books
was one that had a frontispiece which I had accepted as a
definite ploture of the Heaven to which I was to go. Jehovah sat
on a throne, Cherubim and Seraphim around him, rank upon rank
of angels filling the great amphitheater bdlow. I always
wondered where my place would be and whether there would be any
chance to work up in Heaven as there seemed to be on earth, to
become a Cherubim.

It cost me something to give up\thu" Heaven, but
Dr. Craft's first lecture on the universe swept it away. :

It was while groping my way frightened like a lost (
child I found a word to hold to « evolution. Things grew. Wiat
did they grow from? They all started somewhere. I was soon
applying the idea. Nothing seemed to matter now, but to find
the starting point of things and having that see why and how
they grew into something else. How were you to go to work to
find the start of 1ife? Leeckimg gith a microscope and I soon
was in the heat of my first intellectual passion, my first and
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@E greatest « that for the microscope. With 8 mieroscope I lcgll
o perhaps get an answer to my mystification about the beginning

:S of 1life, where it started and then I believed I would find Ged
IL_\] again. —

Ef I was a practical person apparently for I,\m

'@ began to save my money and soon had enough to put into a small
:; instrumegt. The house in iitusville, like many of its period,
o had a tower room, a steep staircase running up to it. This

g room was surrounded on three sides with big double windows. I
il

'6' begged to have it for my own. Here I was allowed to set up shop}
lO_ here I had my desk, my papers and my microscope; here I was

:EL_ alone with my problems. It was that little mioroscepe that had
g a good deal to do with my determination to go to college. If

s I was to become a microscopist, and I had already adopted that
Eﬁ _ word, I must study, get an education. '

% ~ This determination of mine to get an education,
;i go to collogef was chiefly due no doubt to the active crusade

:1\; going on in those days for what we called woman's rights. Ours
UILE was a yeasty time, the ferment reaching into every relation of
EZ; life, attacking and remodeling every tradition, every philosophy.

As my father was hard hit by the attack on his conception of
individualism in a democracy, freedom with strictest consideration
for the rights and needs of others, as I was struggling with l
all the handiecaps of% tsmm%- with the
nature of life, a search for God, so my mother was facing a

little reluctantly a reeadjustment of her
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status in the home and in society. She had grown up with the
woman's Rights movement. Had she never married 1 feel sure she
would have sought to "vindicate her sex" by seeking a higher
edueation, possibly a profession. The fight would have delight
her. If she had gone to Iowa m;wuld have soon. joined the
agitation led there in the late '50's by Amelia Bloomer, th

inventor of the practical and ugly costume which still ¢
her nanme, ﬁu real founder of dress reform. We owe it :
Amelia Hloomer that we can without public ridicule wear short o
gkirts and stout boots, be as sensible as our feminine natures
permit which is not saying much for us when it comes to
fashions. But she found herself a pioneer in the 04l Regions,
confronted by the sternest of problems ,u which were to be settled
only by irmediate individual effortp and goodwill.
The move to Titusville, however, soon

touch with thod@u crusade m for equal ‘ l;_M

BT ©
aniﬁimmunmﬁ_m_mwau' : ﬁ: )ullac /S

of the 14th Amendment in 1868 for the first time MMM tl'

word male into the Constitution

“n“:cm‘l- Jaroused a sense of outn‘aA n the advocates of
é’nw_ rights a;&an many women who had mot sppnu‘ of
previous agitations. Wlllubﬂh Gady Stanton and

ww-_

~gusan B, Anthony l{tnutns 46 keep.  the humiliating a-unu‘u

out of the Amendment began a tr*m- national crusade for m‘l\

Lt:mc They marshalled a group of splendid women, (-mm
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0z day-grew-up-with tHELF “hames on our tongues. (urs. Stantom

ig and-Miss-Anthony Elways-came fiFst in respect whatever youwr —
:i attitud rd-thre-onv The

o b : . TR 5T otHérs and :
0',31,_ Cw intensive ompdgniins wiiGh _uwaw- meant to reach every "

lﬁ? the oomtv,uw reached us in Titusvilley é Teached
= our home where my father and mother always hospitablfifito crusaders
!ﬁ opened their doi;'n to them, I remember best Mary ldv

e d ¥rances Willard, not that either touched me, saw me
- . 7 B:.d
3 whieh I was acutely Oonuiouaxnéd noted, too, that the men

:8: entertained did notice me, talked to me as a person - nog::%l;:lo ‘
EE member of & society they were promoting. There was Neal Dow = *
E father by this time was a prohibitionistewho let me show him ";(
IE our Dante with Gustave Dore's pieture. Men were nicer than %{) /\

g women to me I mentally noted. i PSRRI R et o W

% The tw tﬁnum in the movement of that time N,ﬂ

practioners of free 15:’?’ entirely

disreputable from the point of view of my world, ’{tho place they

ovor--hsdond tor me the agonized * [}( |
' l' :

s st u““‘ﬁ“‘ themselves
[the right to & Lun m'fﬁh' m to an >

going after
@;om-&? lndoponmn - nmti




i e AR i B e B
T7GT-068T TOUAST[A7) [[RA], TR
-t -

S St R o
—
GeH‘ =

o [ OoT
07 LI51

=

Sq =55]]

BT
A

- Cyeme| iggayeye



@ “ -

-

= P\ 'hon-pcok:od. m » nn : 1.- a8 "dhn trodden

- or / Miing unsalmk

= of household expenses.  Women who must do ‘the dpending' \hu

‘ﬁ_ﬁ t;bidig'—d}l\t.'b ask for money' or depend on charging. My notiey had _

L—\‘ not been trained to live or as generous' a scale as was M‘Mblo.
\; but my father never said, "we have so mich and no more teo M'

é‘ They worked often at eross purposes. BS0 I gathered as I listened

S

‘6’ | to imtimate talks bctnz: women, lintmod :‘w’smm.

2 /ﬁ: read their literature ae did most American I telt ne -
(EH AN s rutnint myself for I always had at least a 1ittie mnq and I, T
§ too, Gould charge. This fooldsh pruuoo led me 1nto rumv & iad
e anf\;wv “”’Hf

ffi Ef: I had no sense ot t"o appropr:l..tm 1n Mm
%;ﬁ Orton I had ,'“h::d."t desire for something fitted only fcr mn

::i ups nme umq/n keen unh!.tl.on to ﬁt myself out for ooccasions.

e 47)  sometime in the early '70's Wcm to town. My

qtf \52 fakher and mother were in the West but thoy had arranged that

@__ "I was to hear her. It seemed as if some kind of a'regalia was ¥

< necessary so ‘IW: wide pink sash and a pair of yougq m 3
gﬂ, gloves, . AR Y
{{T L g( /w""‘(;’ “'the order T grew the move determined I becane to
2"/ be independent. I saw only one way = teach = but if I was to |
i—j / teach I must fit myself, go to college. My father and mother : : '

@
=g i
6/ agreed. I had a clear notion of what I wanted to teash « mt”l &0
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%‘_f science, particularly the microscope for I was to bo L AR

Lé biologist. I made my choice - Cornell first opcmd ?o‘ gp“l

o) in 1872, but at.the moment when the steps to cutor oorncxx"

e - wére to be taken there appeared 4in the houumzd as an ”

51_ over Sunday guest the Proumt of a small college in our |
= neighborhood = only thirty miles away, Allegheny, Amang t’f;ig4ﬂ*{;z:{!4
E s patrons of that College was the Methodist MW |
g known as the Erie Conference,to which the rttulﬂ.llo Church

&; belonged. I had heard of it annually when a representative 1
é appeared in our pulpit, told its story and asked for nuppoﬁ".' :

;C:: The president, Dr. Lucius Bugbee, was a dai;g}ltm and enter-

§ taining guest and learning that I was ixudoﬁ Cornellward he

S adroitly painted the advantages of Allegheny. It ﬁl neaxr

home; it wae & ward of our chureh. It had responded to the
ory of women for educational obportun!.ty and opened its doors
before the Insti.tutxon whielr I had chosen had-dene—90.

Was not here an opportunltyh‘ serious yow women
interested in the advancement of her sex W
paess~By? Had I not a responsibility in tho matter? If the few
colleges who had opened their doors were to keep them Opm/tt
others were to imitate their example two things were essential -
women must prove they wanted a college education by supporting
those in their vieinity and they must prove by their scholarship /
what many doubtod) that they had minds as capable of development
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as young men. Allegheny had not a large territory to draw from.

I mast be a ptondr.ff’lu a matter of faat tho only ruponubuuy
I had felt snd adsumed in golnx %o Qlulm 'ltl lntinll l.lﬂ‘
and personal. But the sense of rup.nuuuty wa s aot lulk\h(
nor dormant in me. It was oh. of the rw thibgl T had fop‘ :
out abouf myself im the shanty on the flats when I was six ndn

ol% (f VaVaR D{)Q )

;horo was a new buby in the rm:.y. ThQ woman 2

looking after my mother nid. Mow you are old onough to make

a cup of tea and t it to her.® xmmwmnx

- &
‘my life uinu weemed more important, noro -onmmk‘@'@
than this being called upon by wm oldn' to do somth!.ﬁ for

mother, be responsible for it. I cmﬁtool that ocup in my hm

o o,

.

a8 I cautiously took it to the bed and _see my mother's tom

N
semile as t d me. Perhaps there came to her a realisation
‘child
hat this perimenting/might one day becoma a partner

in the struggle for life so serious for her at the moment, always
to be more or less serious,

But to return to Dr. Bugbee and his argument;
before he left the house I had agreed to enter Allegheny in the
¥Fall of 1876. And that I did.

What did I take with me? Well I ¢ wvhat from
my earliest years I had been told it was nuoum-:i Q'Ol'tﬂl
JJeve « a Purpose, always npola.od with a capital. I had um
of the route which would lead to its rull.nthl. Making muu-

. of what was in my mind was the one and only tht
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had gathaﬂd‘{rm long terms of struggle over M. rﬁi“ﬂ.;
composition. Outlines which held together I had discovered
cleared my mind, gave it something to foliow. I outlined all
my plans as I had diagramed sentences. It was not a poor
beginning for one who eventually, and by nocdn'lit: rather than
by intention, was to earn her living by writing « the o-orc of
art

left out of

wa® marriage. I

which must be sound structure. /

One thing
ﬁl&n I carried from High School

would never marry. It would interfer with my plan; it would
fetter my freedom. I didn't quite know what ¥reedom meant;
certainly I was far from realizing that it exists only in the

spirit, never in human relations )novcr in human utlﬂtiﬁt.

that the road to it is as often as not what men call bondage.
)’f;;rlbovc all I must be free and to be free I must be a spinster.

When I was fourteen I was praying God on my knees to keep -o

from marriage. I suspect that it was only an eche of the strident

the air
feminine cry filling / at that moment, the ory that woman was

‘& slave in a manemade world. By the time I was ready to go to

college I.‘hgd changedmy prayer for freedom ' to a will to freedom.

S8uch was the baggage I oarried to college where I was soon to
find several things I had not counted on.
' When I entered Allegheny College in the fall of

1876 I made my first contact wiih the past. I had been born and
reared a pioneer; I knew only the beginning of things, the making

of & home in a wilderness, the making of an industry from the
ground up. I had seen the hardships of beginnings, the joy of
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6f realization, the attacks that success must expect, but of
things with a past, things that had made themselves permanent I
knew nothing., It struck me full in the face now, for this was
an old college as things west of the Alleghenies were reckoned
an old college in an old town., Here was history and I had never
met it before to reccgnise it,

The town lay in the valley of a tributary of the
Allegheny River - Vrench Creek. Its oldest tradition after the
tales of Indians was that George Washington once ,drank ‘ a
'-prins on the edge of the campue. Certainly he % in
1753 when he came up the river valley from Jort Duguesne,
Pitteburgh, following the route which led to rort Le Boeuf on
Lake Erie. He y( commented in his Diary published the year after
nis trip on the extensive rich meadowe through which he had
passed, one of which "I believe was nearly four milee in length
and eonsiderably wider in some places.” To this particular *"rich
meadow®” a few yoars later came one David Mead and laid out a
town and sold land., Here soon after caue the representative of
the Holland Land Grant Coupany, colonigers of first quality. Uood
men came, distinguished names in Pennsylvania's history and they
wanted a college. The answer to their wish came in 1815 when one
of the most scholarly men of that day, Timothy Alden of
uassachusetts heard their call and picking up all his worddly
possessions made fho two months trip by coach and boat to the
gettlement called ucndvillc.




