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| (Letter from Ida Turbell Paris

to her family - 1893) _

My dear Family:

I wish you were all here. We are in the midst of the most
uproarious fete I ever saw. All Puris seems to have decided to "go it"
for a day., It is Mi<Carenmo, the day of which I think I wrote
you last year, but to the are added over 10,000 or more
students and everybody else who can get a day off. I'm not "in 1%t" for I
have work but I've enjoyed it immensely nevertheless. I live in a quiet
1ittle street but the street mdohm find us just the same, Today I
heard some very good singing and went out on the baleomy. Five students
in masques were in the street singing and playing and begging meney. The
soamps were well dressed. One of them wore a full dress suit and white kid
gloves and smoked cigarettes as he picked up the Sous. They must have got
a dollar or twp 'I:th us. When I went to dimmer at six o'clesk I had great
difficulty in getting through’the crowd. Everybody is throwing confetti and
I was deluged with the stuff. Then they carry peacoek feathers and tease one
umercifully with them. It is really dangerows for some of them don't mind
sticking the feathers in your eyes. The great novelty though is the serpentines.
I enclose s seamples It is paper cut into ribbons and relled inte belts whiech
are sold for 2 « 5 or 10 cents & piece according to measure. ﬁn are throwa
from the windows into the erowd and sometimes one is so tangled up in the stuff
you den't know where you are. They hang it teo frem the balconiess In the
flat above me are scme boys and they have hung the whole front of this house==
five stories=-with a perfect lace curtain of yellow, red and blue ribbons., I
send a picture which vill show you what it looks like. Everybody is in masque
and in this quarter the costumes are sometimes outrageows., I never saw Purds
so much in humer for seme fun, which is uyiua;ﬂhlc

Yania ‘
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Pont, Monday nighte It is so hard to find time te write even & card

iﬁ these days. 1've been all turned upside dowm in my work by Mr. Jaccuel's

g visit, ﬁmhuohaﬁmrqcnndnntmyhﬂhﬂqnlﬂo He is
(.

oo very nice and was charming to me but I was glad to see un[p]alp\imuhbi
B

N again in my routine, We knooked arownd a good deal together, He took me £0

|

?f-_ dinner several times. We made same visits together and we planmed some things.
ad

% It seems Mr. MoClure is surely going to start the new magazine in Nay or June.
é? I'm doing an article on the Fastewr Institute for it. I have hobnobbed with :
= mad rabbits and quinea-pigs and I watched people inoculated for hydrophobdia until
Q :
5 I feel as if I'd been bitten myself. I've been at the Institute several times.
= The other day I saw Pasteur himself and had & talk with him and he gave me come
[Eet Te o

Q(?: pletures for the magazine. —0041 went with a girl and we took some photes.

? There are all sorts of people there, always a group of Arabs. I had to pay the
(e

f\: soamps today to get them to pose for me. You may live in a desert but you leara
b8
“;j ‘ to beg all the same,. _

i: ' I've written *fyou I think about getting a letter from laura Seaver

0
b {ntroducing Mr. Louttrard, He comes here to take charge of the Standard 041

@
E Company's intorests. Well, he sent the letter and I sent him word te ceme, He

) &
2 appeared Priday night in full dress, grush hat, opera coat, ete. I suppose he

L thought 1 mst be somebody, He was muoh more tuken back than I was when the

QL% mllh-dhhhhqbud'nr_. It was awfully fumy. I had no fire,

== ; :
I(ﬂ_;' wasn't dressed up, etes But we got on famously and at the end of § hrs. ‘um N
et home. Mybhwwuhmmm ummm—um




Typed wl PeS.Lose

J
(letter frem Ida Tarbell
to hér family - 1883) 3 e Fards

The company are establishing works here, at Rouen, Marsailles, and 1 don't

now where else, refineries. He's general direstor, has already baught 50 acres

of land at Rouen. I suppose these sre sesrets and I prefer ymu shouldn't say

anything about them as coming from me. _ : ‘
Yo ses with all my oramped quarters, I have plenty of companys

My handsome Swiss, Mrs. Vincent's friend, comes around oftem and takes me “o

I am to dine with the descendants again this weeks Tomorrew I go to see another

literary 800 1t will all fosalize and I'11 find myself in & settled

positione As i€ is, I rattle ahead in the blissful uacertainty of never Imowing

where my next month's money is coming from but really it always comess And I'm

really getting & good holds I'll not be home yet awhile though I may still ia

Augs We'll see,
I hope you'll all go to the Expe. if you're able to. But it will be

awful hard worke I didn't care for ite It is Titusville I am siek fore
I received the note on the Walker failure. I've had no letter from

Dot yet. Poor girl) How I pity her. She 1is so proud. It is an awful ireny on
9

protestion. The tin-plate industry did it. The very iAndustry Meknily slaimed !
would be fostered by protection has ruined him. Oh, it's better to be poors
am sure of it. I'm going to stay so == for several reasons. We'll all hustle
arcund and pay up the family debts and then let the world wag.

I went to bed after that philosophic remark and nov I'm hurryipg
up to get my letter into the mail. : :

I wrote about that article that Dr. F. was to send to ‘lh ¢
have never seen it. Did he send it en? If seo, send to me. &MMM
Mo the other day with a notics of & 1ittle artiele I had written for MeClw e -

Yarsa
as ¢




mhhmnmﬂ xumm-mﬁf
nmtm'muumu. xmxmnma

mnﬂ ttm mn.
l ” elose. Write me
Dom't warry about me. I'm yory well
Love to all,
Ida M. Tarbell




