LINCOLN AND CHICAGO,

Now Chicago men were amons the first to recognize that Lincoln was thinkiang in

the right direction. In 1856 steps were first taken in Illinois to organize a branch
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.of & new party called the Republican party. It was looked on with more or less
disfavor, as the movements of veantures always are and had to stand its own share
of guying, but the men who wera meforming it were in earnest and particularly anxious
to get Lincoln into their ranks. He was not in a hurry about going over, but somehow
he was always preseat whon the Republican organizers were doing aaything.

The first step seems to have been an editorial convention some time in Feb-
_ruary, 1855. Lincocln went to this and had a hand ia framing the platform adopted.
And here the Chicaso editors raved in the Chicago Tribune, a paper almost as influential
in the Northwest as Graeley's paper was in the Southeast; and George Schneider's

= Staat's Zeitung the yay~r which was the organ of £11 advanced Germans in the Northwest,
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‘. Both became deaply interested in Lincoln's views. It was nearly three months after
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@ this editorial coavention before the party itself was organized at Bloomiangton. The

4]

S opening of this meeting was not particularly provisiag. The members seemed all a
little afraid of each other and although they adopted their plasform = and appoiated
their delegates, there was a general feeling thet they needed memsyr As & matter of
fact, what the convention needed was some kind of mora) force which would wield its
discordaant elements.

"In spite of the best inteations of the members, their wost manful efforts,
they knew i. their hearts that they were still political enemies, that the Whig was still

a Whig, the Democrat a Democrat, the Aboliticanist an Abolit icniet. Man after man
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was called to the platform and spoke without producing any marked effect, when suddealy
there was a call raised of & name not on the programse-- "Lincoln"--"lLincoln"--"give us
Lincolnt*® The crowd took it up and made the hall ring uatil a tall figure rose in the
back of the audience and slowly strode down the aisle. As he turned to his sudience
there came gradually a great change upon his face, '"There was an axpressica of intense
emotion,' Judge Scott, of Bloominrgton, once told the author. 'It was the emotion of
a great soul. Bven in stature he saemed greater., He seemed te realize it was a
crisis in his life."

"Lincoln, in fact, had come to the partiang of the ways ia his political life,

to the moment when he must publiely break with his party. For two years he had tried
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to fight slavery extensica under the name of & Whig. He had fouad it could not be
done, end now in spite of the efforts of his conservative friends who had vainly tried
to keep him away from the Bloomiangton Coaventicn, he was facing that coaventien, was
openly acknowledging that henceforth he worked with the Republicaen Party.

"Lincoln's extraordinary human insight and sympathy told hiwm as ha looked at
his audience that what this body of spleadid, earnest, but groping men needed was to
feel that they had undertaken a cause of such transcendeant value that beside it all
previous alliances, ambitions and duties were as nothiang. If he could make them see
the triviality of their differences as compared with the tremendous principle of the
ew party, he was certain they would go forth Republicaans in spirit as well as in name.

"He began his speech, then, deeply moved, and with a profound sense of the
importaace of the moment. At first he spoke slowly and haltiagly, but gradually he
grew in force and iantensity until his hearers arose from their chairs and with pale
faces and guivering lips pressed uaconsciously towards him., Startiag from the back of
the broad platform on which he st ed, his hands on his hips, he slowly advanced towards
the froat, his eyes blazing, his face white with passion, his voice rescnant with the
force of his eonviction. As he advanced he seemed to his audience fairly to grow, and
when at the end of a period he stood at the froat line of the stage, hands still on the
hips, head back, raised oa his tip toes, he seemed like a giant inspired. ‘At that
moment he was the handsomest man I ever saw,' Judge Scott declared.

"S8o powerful was his effect on his audience that men and women wept as they
cheered and children there that night still remember the scene, though at the tﬁ. they
understood nothing of its meaning. As he went on there came upon the convention the
very emotion he sought to arouse. 'Every one in that Lefore incongruous asssembly came
to feel as one man, to think @s one man and to purpose and resolve as one man,' says
one of his auditors. He had made every man of them pure Republican. He did something
more. The indignation which the outrages in Kansas and throughout the country had
aroused was uncontrolled. Men talked passionately of war. It was at this meeting that
Lineoln, after firing his hearers by an expression which bacame a watchword of the cam-
paign, 'We won't go out of the Union and you shan't,' poured oil on the wrath of the
I1linois opponents of the Nebraska bill by advising "ballots, not bullets.'

"Nothing illustrates battar the extraordinary power of Lincoln's speech at
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Bloomington than the way he stirred up the newspaper reporters. It was before the
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stenographer had become acclimated in Illinois, though long-hand reports were regularly
* takea. Of course, all the leading papers of the State leaning towards the aew party,
had reporters at the convention."

Joseph Medill, who was representing the Tribune at Bloomingtoa, says that for
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a few minutes he followed Lincoln, but that he then became so absorbed in the speech

itself that he forget eatirely to take anotes, forgot everything but Lincola, and than

when the speech was over at last and he came to himself he was standing on the reporters
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able, shouting with all his might.
Chicago long talked of this speech, and Lincoln's many friends throughout
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‘> the State as they would one after asother drop into towa, and all the Republican
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1 leaders and editors there began to suggest that Lincoln was very possibly & man for the

%htu‘ States Senate office that the State had to fill in 1858. When it came to nom-

inating & candidate, it was Cook County,- which is the same thing, of course, as Chi-
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=ecago - which began the coanveation by announcing its allegiance on & big banner: "Cook
«Q
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TCounty for Lincoln!" The banner aroused the greatest eathusiasm and Lincoln was the
%mi&u candidate. The story of the campaign is familiar to everybody: Douglas was
émﬁutd on the Democratic ticket and after the campaign was under way Lincoln chal-
3 lenged him to a series of joiat debates. It is hardly possible, I suppose, for us
now to realize the contrast betweean the two men at this time. It was so great, se
overwhelmingly in favor of Douglas that when Mr. Lincoln's best friends kaew that he
was in for a series of debates with Douglas they felt uneasy. Their lack of confi-
dence, conceal it as they would, was known to Lincoln. One day when a crowd of sup-
porters were gathered together talking, they indulged in a good many gloomy predic-
tioas about the forth coming contest. Mr. Lincoln finally passed out. But meeting

one gentleman later, said to him:
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