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Mr. Allen Burns,

Asso, of Community Chests & Councils,Inc.,
1810 Graybar Building,

New York,N.Y,

Dear Alleh:

I return herewith Mrs, Banning's paper which I have just finished
reading with something akin to enthusiasm, She has done an amazingly good
job. I think it is rather up to Miss Tarbell and me to think out some answers,

In the first place, I find myself wondering whether there is any
compromise between the Government doing all or none, If the extent of the
Government's largess is to be determined by political pressure, it will grow into
all sorts of enfeebling and unworthy distributions while private relief will C
correspondingly shrink, both because people will be afraid, as Mrs, Banning is v o
afraid, of the effect of indiscriminating doles and also because it is very easy - '
to transfer our burdens to willing and apparently capable shoulders if anybody
comes around poking such a shoulder at us,

In the second place, I wonder whether charity distributed by the
Government is not as often approved by those who would otherwise be under the
necessity of giving as it is by those who are under the necessity of receiving,
I am sure you will recall Dean Swift's savage definition of "charity", as
"an earnest desire on the part of A that B should do something for C". Too
many of us are As in this equation,

" The third thought which occurs to me is that Miss Tarbell and I could
point out the essential difference between public relief and private relief, which
is not quantitative but on the one side is spiritual and on the-other has to do
with efficiency. As to the first of these, when Mrs, Banning makes her econtribu-
tion to the Duluth Community Fund, she is as much benefited by the giwing as the
ultimate and unknown recipient, The proof of this lies in the immense satisfaction which
the great givers have testified to; having lived lives of industrial and commercial
devotion until they accumulated large fortunes, some accident usually has led them
" to depart from their lives' rule and make a gift, and instantly they ere filled
with a new sort of experience, and a very joyous one, and as a consequence we have
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