1 had‘begun*xﬁf

otsteps of Abraham Lincoln. :
through Southwestern Indtm&:‘k’ﬁ thl 8‘“
New Salem, . from New Salem to aprinsﬁol_.d.- _I hn.d t

from County seat to Co@inty seat in the old :!mht

tour of the towns in which the Lincoln-Douglas
held.
One task I had taken on myult in this lou_f

a]. o:r mylgut orim _
awblhxiaudn!quhm

bl down log eabtnr th. L

0 AMM tot
Pire

upon my spirit§—

shacks, commonplace houses and—oabine,

disorderly even,as was often t

80 111‘.1;10 of comfort and almost nothing of DCMI_

6"@{

I was feeiix_;ﬁgrthil 'haivil_.; when :mm




e —HE . spamm—_s ULl ANC u‘..

It was théntthat!l first saw 01d.naza. It is

difficult to%‘t the w:t'o pat;ptwtti#,
that fine old building brought me. 01d nin&-' the

greath dign:lty of ° own; has cha.ra.otlr md Lt
o‘hn..m. ~ What a batkground I. ha.l at<last rom fer't‘

a

speech. I set myself te—work with gusto to’ i
ava.thblo data. of what went on\q_ that October

in Ga-lesbur_ - the crowd - Douglas = Linﬂolq
where they ltood - what they said.
Zest and interest ginn to my work b;,r th

that it was under the direction - ¢
aperztion-of my old friend, then Fresident of Knoxcou;
nr.‘John H. Finley. I had known Dr. Finley ubll tn

and he generously took me into his home whera I fci* tk

time met Martha BojAden Finley. Hobndrr eoula-. hg“ m en

hospiteble, more hélpful, than they were. That ass

added a glow to 0ld Main itself.

d 1. ve | saDdd ber @

: Colonol Clark E. ca.rr. coloml Carr m he



After I had sone away from h.;nlburg ho 'lri‘“‘ ﬂ
of April 26, 1895: ‘

"There is no picture that I M‘u
‘r_apr_o-aenting one 6!’ the joint debates ‘utm

Douglas, but it seems to me that it would be &

forran artist. He could place the two.gxdi§>

of the

main




%’k the first time thet—he—head boldly proclaimed that the nmm ;

‘& clever artist: ~could make the stage which was about

gréund and our college building on that side, and that tm

285 feet square and put Douglas and Lincoln upon it with
people all about them.,"” '
OQut of thie letter and d‘the mtoriﬂ. .M
collected a picture was made by an excellent a.rtut'alzn S
Williem R. Leigfy, ' |
034 Main wAll forever remain dut.mgu;i_d G
beca\uae'it was the background of one of that @ortqg ¢f .
debates. %%uMﬁ particularly diltincuilh u
th_q__nnumﬁ_lwl—l—hmo here for the ﬁr-t time in m. Me

series Lincoln . drun his argument down to the quut:lon nr m

right and wrong of slavery. It

answerable
/&easonffor opposing the extension of slavery was that it vas

a wicked institutioh.
Four years before in 1864 when he had ﬂ.rlt'

challenged the repeal of the Missouri-Compromise by Ihi.eh

slavery was admitted into hitherto free territory he m
(43 B 5
gixmm declared the institution a monstrous

But his cha.racterization of slavery as wpa‘, v
Mho negroms a m.n. lha ght to ut'the'
o fu am. ball
1nsist«*ha‘t there - ornl r:l.;ht 1’

slave of another .. ill of thi.s ha. -hrom




_himself forced by Dousla-. a most -ﬂ‘ lnM' :

", 1, Ty N, i f‘-" & My G \_‘ P‘} i : : -. i
; wholo eountry. t Bod oy L NP S '; A AN@ A
Beveridge In MIuGffe~of-binooin-declares that-r
th:l.l mterJ ection \ i‘ t,ha morll wro \of ll.ﬁom in :
brogght 1 o

"ﬂ.".besbnr speech /mm; ||'II pein : ROk S m xax: s xex tu%&‘bato

b T
N:% Wpﬂaeoeuaﬂ' What he was ﬁght:l“)& %

Mold earers,was § moral and social and political evil;

of abolitioniem,of a desire to bring about tne social lqmlity'f"
of black and white.

(- pif s lhon the dobates began in 1858 Lincoln rm

’vhat ‘the MiBaurialouip: Ty JMM\” s T
y O el CNe . '/ H £ NTITTO 1T 1 -
, w !,. : ) o 'l‘. ¥
ML I e '

:":'gtleub‘ur“;f"“th“ "found ‘it poniblc .
5) the orux ot the ghole uti-n. tha} \
wag n‘ong and mu.nt ve kexgt back or 1t would lphso
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| ;
what he was working for was a policfiz-that looked to the

prevention of it as a wrong and looked homfuliy to the time

when as a wrong it would come to an end. . a :

"There is M’aal difference,"”

Ga

on the other. In Mr. Lincoln's audience -uam
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clergymam, one of the great Beecher famtlyag ﬁ';aii@‘,

Beeohh:: and he went home to writo of Lineolni. 'P'Oihjisl*
who O

it, w—mr-mm—omnent—of—w prone e

"Phere was a grandeur in his thoughts, a

comprehensiveness in his arguments, an&\abinding fbret 1n hia

conclusions, which were perfectly 1rresist1b1.. The vntt

was silent as death; every eye was fixed upon tho lptlk.?,fﬁal'“

all gave him serious attention. He was the tall man oltqpbn .

hia countenance glowed with animation, and his eye gllltlno‘
#ith an intelligence that made it lustrous. He was no leuglr i
awkward and ungainly;'but graceful, bold, commanding." s
From that day at Galesburg Mr. Linoeln!i
argumente took on new power. Here was the rosl_inlui anﬁ:

gave his hear

must listen.
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Lq | tirst saw Old Main at the end of 2 long trek

35? In the footsteps ot Abraham Lincoln. | had begun iIn '

Tg;. Kentucky, had passed fhrough.S.ufh'tl’Grl |udlau¢. ¢oi¢-dqln- :
%Ei the Sangamon to New Salem, trom New Salem to Springfielde |

l&ﬁ had traveled trom County seat to County seat in the old : ' i
;g? ll.ht District and now | was making a tour of the towns in .
E; whlch the Lincoin=Dovglas dcbclcs ware held, __,

E; One task | had taken on mysel#d, llf+i+o—#oa‘

g ]onmv, was to see tor myselt, M thqt

Eg : ot cach point of his lite Lincoln's physical ;urroundlg';:al

.ég had been - reconstructing the cabin in which he h.db"sﬁé;ﬁhbﬁv”*

- .~ bermn = the schoolhouse in which he had studied = the ”__,_=f“

B where he had practiced lawe By the Hime | resched Old Main

ﬁ; the sum total of mv_go§hcrIugs weighed heavily vpon my '

E: splreit = what did | haeve but & collection of tumb | ed dbun  ;; |
Gﬁ; lohg cabins, remnants of shacks, commonplace housel dingy |
Eé and dlsorddrlv~dgprt houses even, as was often ftrue,

ori.lucllv dignitled,

#

It was discouraging to know that this man hl‘ .
had io little of comfort and almest nothing of beauvty in I&?3_Lg‘

s TS
NGy"

background.




.what went on in Galesburg that October seventh of llil -_- 

| was feeling this heavily when | -tii-tﬁa
Galesburg, the scenes of the #ifth debate in the series
of seven, It was then that | first saw Old Main. It " ‘
ditticult to describe the deep satistaction that fhci{igt_r
old bullding brought me. Old Main is gflél.'t"lﬁc:bi‘ j‘:".'
calm dignity of her own; she has character and charm, s

What a background | had at last found for a Linceln tggdi@&fﬁ_

| set myself with gusto to digging wp all cvalloblc-d&ii i‘f 2"

the doy - the crowd = Dovglas -~ Lincoln - where they tiﬂi‘ * VAN

what they saild. ‘ ; ' frmwﬁﬁﬁ ;1'
Zest and lltcresl were given to my work br tht .

tact that it was under the dlreetlon of my 3..; it%cci. lksl

Prcstdcai of Knox College, Dre John He Finley. | tcd l-tu.

Dr. Finley well in othcr years and he gcncfcuslv loot o

into his home where | for the first time met Mcrtbq.lqiitﬂ: b

Finley. N body could have been more hospitable, nbfﬁ" ';j“ o  .1

belpful, than they were., That association added B glow $§ '.' o

Old Main itself. e e
Among those with recollections oi.§h¢'fnic§i*  .]f'

whom Dr. Finley arranged for me to meet was Colonel Ci;ct_ ‘”

Carr. Colenel Carr had heard the Galesburg debate as 3 '
he had all of the series of sevea and he was nn‘h iu&crnl”

in the plan McClures Ma.c:lac, for which | wes 5




e

5

5 -

6? research, had for o picture of the scenes After | hc‘ ‘i‘t

ii ‘ away from Galesburg he wrote me under date of April 2&, iiﬂﬁl

E: "There is no picture that | have ever secen

_: reprcicatlag onec of the joint debates between Lln&iﬁi.oii

&; Devglas, but it seems to me that it would be a goed llhl!!‘

Fﬁ . for an artist. He could place the two great G.ltlﬁftii'i‘

fi- course, In the foreground and then make porlrnlia of

'g; pronlacn! lIllnolslaas of these days sbout them, such !ﬂi 1

gw" as Judge Davis, Leonard Swett, O. He. Browning, Joseph MH. ik
= | General Logan and General McClelland, e

gi | "The debate in Galesburg was en the Elit l!dt :H :
g . ~ of the main u:utuu Knox College building. The stuc m
E% immediately in tront of and partly covering the htll:d-nt,;_ '

A = e
Stage about/toet tret high. The speskers and |isteners on
the stage taced the East and thc crowd was standing iililig :
the space between the main bulldllg and the low part ot !in  ‘

East brick upon which | was percheds | give you 0ll !hlt~in;j

dctcll as Mr. McClure knows the ground pcrite!lv oad can

") have thought that a picture for Qic nt.ﬁ!itt;'ﬁ |
might be made up by having a phetogreph made of the Q!tﬁ#i—il‘j?ff
our college building on that side, and that then c thtol :

artist covuld make the stage which was sbout i-q.g, i&uQ i'”
square and put Dovglas and ;i.¢.|, upon |t "t."""‘i
about them.® o




coiiccicd . plciurc was liﬂl bv an cant'"nu
‘williom Re lclﬂu e e
Old Main will forever nﬁau-f.

benanin it was the background of one o’ _
dlbo!cm. bnt what pcr!lcull&iv dlsllt'ni’
'.bCOC ior the first llun in %ht lct!ll

cntnhﬂuﬂn of slavery as wrong, iM ,dlﬂ
the lmc was a man and had the right hrlﬂ!
nrm. his insistance thet no man hed !M \

make o slove of another man - all .l tﬂt

p-mu and brought upen him the encu w '



Yo Setend himselt against ,ahd‘.'ll"
Mhﬂ. uqnfhr umla"v. m

A anuliu. the charge of uwm m-
a8 up!ctnug olucn on his nmd ﬂ !
ibllﬂ D.nlu dld not uaf the mﬂn-
slavery drnmd in, He did nt like t
Muuﬂﬂ of Independence and the uni

huu N uulblc to bring Nu dlscouln b
to him the crux of the whole mather, that

wnmuu of it as o wrong and loohtd

when as a wrong it would come to an ud.@,

'bchcn Douglas and his !r!udt on fht m
Republ icans on the clm. ‘ A

In Mr. Lincolats audience wes o
clﬂm. one ﬂ the uul m
and n_ weat home -0‘0 -ﬁh.d umh‘
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~Ada M, Tarbel!
, 120 East 19%h St
“s' New York Cilty

Notes of talk made at Knox Qullcn d‘ftm
Jenuvary 13, 1934

| first saw Old Main at the end ot a Itﬁq ?ﬁ

in the footsteps of Abrahem Aincolin, | had bcqnn ",
Kentucky, had passed through SQU’hwclllra ln‘lilﬁ; g
do-n the Sangamon to New Salem, from New Salem h 7
| haod traveled from County uﬂ to County seat in lﬁhm_
"Elghth District and now | was nahlng a tour of Ihq !uuny ?i
which the Lincojn=Douglas debates were held,

One task | uﬂﬁmtt.mm*_

_jqnxuty, wes to see for myselt what at ecoch polat GQ ij

Life llacola's physical surroundings had been = racj“"ﬂﬁ“?ﬂ'f""

0621

the cabin in which he had been born - the t:hbtihiiil g; ‘f_ih'_fz :
which he had studied = the Court Houses where he hd _ T
practiced lawe By _the Hme i reachedOhdet S“ o o
of my gc’hcrlng! wclghcd hlcvlly vooR MY 'l‘flf “-""}4&‘
have but a collection of tunbtcd down long @abins, :

776

g
S

of shacks, commonplace houses, dingy and dtnr“_r-tyfﬁ
houses even, as was often trul. bftjllnllv dljl'.

It was discouraging to know that
s0 little of combort and aimost a;!hiqa of 1

background,



~diftticult to describe thc deep scfllfcctlon fhat tbt! lf!‘ lii

away from Galesburg he wrote ic under date of gpral;f

| was feeling this heavily when | wcnf tt

Oolcnbur¥f Oz: scenes of the llfth d
%
ot scvc;{ It was then that | flrs! saw Old Hola

bullding brought me. Old Maln I's graclous; she has l ctﬁn

dignity of her ownj she has character and charm, Ukt&;l
background | had at last found tor a Lincoln jccdtff 1fj§in

myselt with gusto to digging up all available du%c*of Giif

went on In Galesburg that October seventh of 1858 « fil dtv

the crowd - Douglas - Lincoln -~ where they sfood - uh&i Ihcv 3
sald, y : s e)AaMAaL”ul
| by the

tact that It was under the direction ot my old'"rltq-_~§§¢Q%4A &S

President of Knox College, Q{.\Joha H. !lnlcv ]
_,_.-—""

-

Drefiwley-well _in other years- a&d—hc geacronslv-taok ab !uit

'vdtn f%ulcv&

Nohodv could have been more hospitable, more hel iul, *tta | ¢

they were. That assoclation added a glow to Old Ma f‘h |
) Among those with recollcctions of Vht-diitlif'

Zest and interest were given to my wox

had:kuivu

his homc where | tor the f#irst time met Martha

-

i

whom Dr., Flnlcvc rranged for me to meet was COIOOCl Gitft ig

Carrs Colonel Carr had heard the Galcuburn debate ql

he had all of the serles ot seven and he was mueh }d#crnilbd
in the plan McClures Magazine, for which | was dwi’l"sg m

research, had for a plcture of the scene, A(tcr ¥ hﬁ‘



artist, He could place the two grtt# ¢h¢ﬁ

I111noistans of those doys about them, uﬂm
;...aia Swett, O. Hy Browning, Joncph\ﬂtﬁliiﬁéfQ
and General MeCl el land,

"The debate in Galesburg was on thc &&ﬁtﬂ
main iccnrrali‘ﬁaen College bullding, Thi\tfiQQR
llﬂ!dlcfiiv in tront ot ad pertly eﬁvcrlng'fiﬁ;

Stage about a foot heet htgh. The cpc.ttra dhi”f
the stage ftaced the East and the crowd was ifi :¥ﬂt#

the space between the main building and the Ianlha;

_Eost brick upon which | was percheds | olve vun al
detall as Mr. McClure knows the ground pcrfclfiv ah&
advise.

"I have thought that o picture torj?!ia”
might be made Uﬂ by h"'il' a photograph ““ Q"’ "
our college bullding on that side, ctd\ihi@! en
artist coyld meke the stoge which was lbo-i 1”

square aad put Douglcl and Lincoln uwpon it wﬁ
about them,"




Qut of this letter and the lotcr!ai c!rcliv e
collected o plcture was made by an ¢l¢cllqut ka!.’r’; ; 415 ?Fi |
Wwilliem R Lelgh, S _:er

Old Main will {otcvcr remain dl.!ln'v!tﬁai.iffif;ﬂ '“

It was the background of one of that serles of gf'li febates,
but what particularly dluflugulshcs 1% is thet here iur &h&

tirst time in the series Lincoln drove his lf.ﬂlll’ "ﬂ“ i
bhe question of the right and wrong of slavcrv, hdﬁd ltf fhh
first time boldly proclaimed that the flnal and uu.ff_;]mf?_,

reason for opposlng the extension of slavery was thet ’  #‘*
& wicked institution, ." :
Four vears before in 1854 when he had firsh
chcllcngcd the repeal of .the Missouri=Compromise bv nhi#h
slavery wos odmitted Into hitherto free territory he ff

declared the institution a "monstrous ln]unttcc. ﬁgﬁ;

‘characterization of slavery as wrong, his d celorl}lot #hat  {

the negro was o @man and had the right to eat the bfcgﬁ‘hc _f:f

earned, his insistance that no men had the moral righ

make a slove of another man ~ all of this hed l"ffﬁd”k“”

passion and brought uson him the charge of ab-‘ltitlifi

@ desire to bring about the soclal cquo!l'v of black L
when the dzbates began In 1858 (incoln i#ﬂt‘f

forced by Douglas, & most able and adroit dltpul‘ni ‘

" himselt against abolitionism, to discuss l.ﬂ'lgﬁqE ;'7
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_did not want the question of the injustice ﬂ

téyc’tqr soverignity, the uo'urc'pf ttg,ﬂh,;.,,i ¢ .
the charge ot detying the Supreme covﬂ.m» uiﬁm
attacks on his record as a public man, Of. iu |

He did not like Lincoln quoting the l!tlcrlfl#u 3

and the moral laws

or It would spread over the whole country, ;

What he was tighting, Lincoln told his
hearers, was morcl'aud soclal and no(ltl&t! ¢i1¥i5.
worhlng tor was a policy that Icotnd to the pfcvsa "
as a wrong and looked hopetully to the thc whcn "

would come to an end.

"There Is the real ditference," he

on the other."
o

In Mr. Lincoln's avdience utﬂli

one of the great Beecher tomily = Edward
home t> write of Lincoln's mh-l

“There was a grandeur In his th
comprehensiveness In his crgmtt;‘f._i'-”-

conclusions, which were p.ﬂghﬂﬁ t’_:;_



_M.h ,u new powers -ﬂ‘cm]n} ﬂc- "b-cb*
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