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(G " (Postal from Ida Tarbell

" Dec, 19, 1895. )

N

< My Rear Family:-

[
_gg:’k It isn't very polite not to sand you anything but a postal card
T for I'm buried in work

Xmas, but it 1s all I can get off this week.

:T' ; and not trying even to say "ilerry Xmas" to anybody. I wish I could M

i:; you a heap of pretty things, bit I shall not try to de anything for ‘n}b

“73 body, only the Marillier's, where 1 go for the Christmas watch meetings

%- I'm golng to fill a stockin, for the children. They have never

% geen one. They use the shoe here. I hope you are going to have a blg

8 ' time home, Do be happy, if times are hard. I'1l bring you my pr“o_nt

‘g next summer, 1 am well, very well, and lots to do. The book is get=

§ ting on. I count on finishing it in March if I keep well, I think

‘”:\ I'm golag to make a good and permancnt conneetl.n in Boston Transeript
f\é for literary letters, 1 hope so, at least McClure is going to publuh .
% another article soon, in lc. magazine. So it goes. There are lots of

Eli - places to go now and I am seeing all I can., Was out to dinner 3 times '\

last week - 2 theaters - 1 to concert - 1 to soiree and to ome pu"ti

I put this Iin because one of

(Egyptelin) at which 1 stayed all night.

my Prench friencs sald I wouldn't tell my famlly 1 did such a thigg.

I'm .shamed of 1t, but I had t@ do 1t to appedr amisble., You see I'm &

Rec'd word of Will's speech. Do send me

PR

not dying of lonelliness.

the papers (Meadville)., I am delighted that we did it in Meadville as

you can imagine. We'll get there yet, in spite of Gasticutin.

Unsigned

Birice
2)7.




- by C. Tupper , Ada P, MNeC :
Typed Ceoati Aazhcng

(Letter from Ida Tarbell
to her family. 6. P, M,
Dgeember 31, 193,)

My Dear Yamily:-

It 1s the last night of the old year. 1 am sitting over my fires

It 1s cold encugh to crack stones, as the French say - thinking about you
b and plenning to get over to see you next year. This is the third Amas
;<ﬂ- I have spent away from houe, 1 wonder if it 1s the la.t or ouly the be-<
ginning of those that 1 shall spend. But I continue in that strain my
letter wont be very interesting, Letter to tell you what I am doing tham
to sermoni.ze, woulda't 1t? I've not written you for several days or
weeks - because 80 bus ., I've been going varlous places and working
harder than since 1 came. The thought that I'm on the "home streteh"
makes me willing to do anythi..g in the way of work. 1 am so well, too,
that 1 can work hard. Since my miserable "spell™ after the heat, in
Septcmber, I-ve been walkling to and from the Lilbrar every daye It takes
an hour of hard walking to o and coume eviry day, and I belleve 1t ls
my salvation. Lverybody compliments me on m blooming conditlon - in
fact my cheeks are red as apples and I'm fst as a pudding.
ihe work is golng on. Just now I'm doing another article for Me-
Clure, this time un sli ht of hand performances - the psychology of the
race, Everything 1s pschologlcal over here and the latest ihing has
been the investigation of the "soul,"of the prestidigitator. I've just
got for MeClure's a most remarka.le serles of photobfapha in whleh ‘hn
tricks are resolved, for instance the trick of putting an egy into the
hand amd making it disappear. The photos are taken 10 in a l!!‘.ﬂ‘ I,
is most astonishing work and I belleve I'll get a geod article, I'm
doing an article which I hope Scribner', will take on Old saps dt_:j,i_bf 5*
It 1s a splendid subject and I'm m "in" with the higgcat gno ,'" . ow
hirt. I'm trylng to keep iu v%th the Boston
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{‘T Typed by C. Tupper

f;\—: " (Letter from Ida Tarbell

LD to her family, 6. A. M.

o December 31, '93.) :

i< of the best literary newspapers la the countrye 1 had letters in the
hgwspapers of Oct, 12 & Uct, 20, and 1 think some since though 1 don't.
i know, Those are all I'ie been pald for and that 1s the only way 1 know,
Those bwo nos. won't cost you but 5 cents aplece and I wish you would .

E_ get them to keep. I had them but sent them to the people they were

e . -

= sbout., Mme. Alphonse Daudet was one . He was very much pleased and he
(e :

E;lT wrote me a nlce letter, etc,

L

— I mustn't forget to tell you what 1 did for Xmas, It came on Sun=-

L2 dey and Xmas eve I went to tﬁe flarillier's (young people) for dlaner

é{ and to watch in the day. ?here were several very interesting people pre-
ﬁ; sent and I had a jolly timne, After dinner each one of us had a pros.ﬂt
CB' and a Ireton .aint carved in wood, the queerest little fellow you ever

93 saw. L'11 bring him no e and you'll adopt him for protection I know,

Ei In the evening they told stories until midnlght and 1 came home where

i; | the Egyptalns vere havlng a party. The barbarians atay‘up at their.loi-
?>’ rees until S5.A. M, , but I left at 3 A. M. The next day, Xmas, I got

bf up ia time to Lo to dejeuner with Mme warillier's mere and in the after-
%%* noon they took me for a walk. They are so good to me there and it 1s

§% certeinl; the jolllest house I know here and the m.st intelligent,

E? Xmss night 1 went to dlanier with the Southarus. ~ They are in a sort
55% of a hotel in the swell quarter. They had a dinner party of 7 in a pri-
ﬁ; vate dinnlng room. The dinner was elegant and the people very nice. '
bE. After dinner we went to a Xmus tree 1n the park and later to the 5'

parlor for a smoke (the gentlmen - I1've taken to a good maeny bad hdhita,;;*
but 4 don' smoke - yet) I had a very Jolly time all around and I C&.i!“
have any time to get blue you may be sure, As for proa-nta I’ve_ !
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Typed by C. Tupper Ada P, MeCormick
> Tucno;, Aritiﬂu

(Letter from Ida Tarbell
to her famlly. O Ao b _
Dﬁcembar 51’ 1893.) i gk bttt

pretty litt}e thiugs., A little book from .iss Vather, a calende from Elda
one from Bishop Vincent, a great bunch of holly from one of the girls |
here, & bunch of roses from another, a box of candy from M, Borgeand(who

is at Rarillier, a tea-pot fllled with candy from Mme, kautlin, a blot-

tin, pad from aunt Mary, hor sister, my saini, a handkerchief and base

ket of candy from lirs Southard and calendar from klss Gibson, who 1s ﬂﬂ ”:'
*ngland, And 1 have do..e nothlug or next to nothing for anybody. I “
couldn't, I sent the c-lldren at ®arillier's each a little gift - gave
MMe M violets, !irs Gihson roses ete. and you nothiig. Never mind, if

I'm ever rich enough to get home you shall have somethl.g.

New Xears Yay. Last evening Ur, fields who used to be in lead-

ville c¢:me in and made me a visit so that * dlidn't have time to finish
my letter, Today I've worked all day and been alone, It is a real
treat not to be obliged to o out YgdL these days when it is cold. I go
out so much Lhat a day ves.de m fire 1s a luxupy. A more peaceful New
Years day could not be imagined, It is 7 P. M. here, abo t 2 P, Me
there and you are eating dinner togethsr - I can see every one of you,
from father tu swectheart and I would give anything I possess to be with
you - Boo - but that's a tearf. 1l sub ject,

1've had twe presents since * wrote jou - a tea pot from Mme Marillier
(had that in before) and from Mr, Vincent at Baltimo.e a lovely water
ecolor of lit, San lichel, where you rememb:or we were together a yﬁlr ago
lapt sumuer, It is exquisitc, I shall have a lot of pretty thingn to
show you when I get home, I wish you were all here to see the boult#'!‘i
they are lined with little sheds  in which all sorts of things are o

sold., The little mechanical toys are the cutest -~ they are j_nm“
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