Dear Mr. Phillips:

. dea el ‘
lsdy. Her husband, J.B., Mas a autor. !ho‘

I told you something ivho'n I 1ut 'rctn ‘

Eshleman. I did not tell you,however,in my l.utcrou h! Sﬁ 7
thut he had never heard of John Ll.ncoln in Imuum G
went with me to the eourt to holp me go thr ough tla _ e01
far as we could find John mnooln wag8 never umnl
ter nor is there any reeord of a deed given hcn. lt
we have his own word that 'ho was § Caernorvan tomlh‘
bothered us both thut he should have passed through

marriage or birth, or appearance Lg court has bun fﬁml‘

nothlng behind and it puts up a nice problem to a ﬁn 1ik
men . Ho simply eannot rest when he hears that thoro m t”m-:
who lived in lanewster Co. even two hundred years “go N _M |
nothing about him. L

It bothers me too, wmd this pmssing thr«gh . cﬂt;‘y
li.ving in 1t, having oh!.ldron born in it, and J.oavi.ng Mﬁm
behind . This kind of work gives me 4 more and more s

the transientness of human beings. They ecome, do tm

houses. : g

There is @ lrs.J.B.Lineoln in Laneaster. 1

half brothers. The interesting thing to me,l
they are sueh fine people. This llr-;l.tn'oelh



old luster, blue wnd white ehinas, much of it hud eome ﬂ'ﬂ m
eolns; some pieces from White Hull. They hud m'l buk. X ﬁm,\
he must huve been to see them,but they knew aothl.ag at 511 QM‘I '

John. Curiously enough, they gave me & pamphlet by m.x.mm.m-
1ished by the Historiesl Society on Caernarvon mnd thcm u tel:

meny thinga about the importunt people of that nﬁ.ghborluwi M

never mentions John Lineoln. )
We left Lancuster Monday ni.ght. I had Lntonlll to '3‘1- |

low the probable route thut John did, eoming down into ‘liﬂ*" .

but it poured in rain - no weather for motor, and I th“sht I.__- o
wiser to ecome by train to Harrisonburg. That took up em-m.m
‘ Wednesday morning I was out bright and early to look up tho M- S
risonburg historieal society and library. There w_prnn' t saytm
things, but theychxkxxxiisrxzyx they had a normal n\ohool..'I uﬁ»
times feel as if I were being econdueted by Provlunu) 5 mu e
sueh useful people so unexpeetedly. I did here. The hesd of th
historieal depurtment is ‘u Dr. J.W.l-.ylund. He is the o'hili dlli--
thority on the Shenwndomh Vulloy huving published at least ‘l” :
excellent books and severwl pumphlets on the region und !.tl N.l« o

tory. The librarjun luid herself onto Dr.waylun( pro.{s.. .‘1
help me, but I hud to pay for my aavuntagu by spn.nng m .h‘“ o
to the glrls. I found some exeellent books, one whieh I tﬁm
you would have rul fun in looking over. It I.B a h!.stqry i:l!f-iﬁ‘" Aol B
Valley of Virginia by Samuel Kercheval. Prom what m,ma_ :

I think it must be one of the fumous loeal hi.ateru_lv'ql"stig
try.It wus written in 1833. ,

| When you look thut up - if you do- #o ua '
w eopy of the uuteblogruphy of Henry aanguum‘» pub3

Bmm in 1826. It must bo an utmuhtng boob.
e e



thing of the eyes, but nothing of the lower fase. Two m.m men,

lad of ten years when the Valley was invaded and h%‘ :

aeeount of 1ife ut the eelibate eolony at Ephemats. L i

I ruised the yuestion of John Lineoln with Dr;",‘j__
and he knew all aubout Q&U lunl- suld he would go there with n th ‘
next day, 8o I went out skirmishing. Of eourse »looking in thn ognwt
reeords at Harrllonburg for what there might be and rlght anuy I
ran into the Civil War and tm% in this Valley. M‘ u ‘
un interesting story whieh I must tell, I think. lvorytnly 30110 &f,
to me here who is interested in conrt resords. As the !hnkotn ap=
prosched Hurrisonburg some exeited poraon suggoltod aurrvilg tf! ﬂlc

reeords. Quuntities of thinga,probably Lnolndtag most of iiﬁ-“ijfwﬁ i

and wills, were packed into a wagon and started torosl-cougtgf;;ir
detachment of Federals overtook them and set fire to thO wuciu. #h ,.
officer dlscovorlng that it wae books that were belng burnal pnt
stop to {it, but many reeords were doatroyod. They have been bﬂlr
tyying to piece out the seorched remnants ever sinece. I Miuhst
they esll "poor pileking” in the eourt reeords, and I lnlt iny I
resented the Kmnkee invasion as mueh as any Southerner eould.

That afternoon I was eulled up by & woman, & lrl.Llnialh,
married to a deseendunt of one of John Lineoln's sons, the oap
who haa stayed at home.I spent the evening with her and as I an-
tered was introduced to u little boy of three or four - Abrlhﬂl -

Lineoln. She is one of the most enthusiastie etudents of th.lxlu—?”"
eoln family history that I ever met because of the two beyl,Baﬁh
of the boys and her husband have the Lineoln forohnad anl lnﬂn—'

her father-in-law, and unele in law, live near Bh:!tlonhlxt AN
we went to see them the next day, and got some plltnrdpiii
terial on the Lincolns in the Civil Wer. One of these m

tales to tell. Their fhthora and uncloa oarrtcl an'



farming, millers, Wayside Inn,; one of these men, Jaeob, 100!»@
enoughff like Abraham Lineoln »Judging from his photograph, to jﬁll

for him. The grandfather of these men, David Lineoln, '.l in litt!.w

pondence with A.L. when he was in Congress in 1848 about his !ilﬁlr
and I am going to get fue similes of the letters. The thlng tilt Iﬂr

terests most i€ the quality of the people .One of these men hnn thl

simplest, gontlut firmest natureg that I have met for a lm tm. |

What Lt amounts to is that these ﬂoaoendnntl of John Llncolu thmauaui.’

his youngest son Jaeob are the finest kind of people, anl th- ”Qnghs

to be for I found when I went with Dr.L. the next duy to loc

land on whieh John had settled in 1768 (I have seen the deed 0! lt

here today) was one of the loveliest pleees that man
§¢°
He had

ever taok nr.
600 meres for which he paid,I believe, three hundred pounll,

\\hthout the buildings that 600 acres would easily be worth $120,000

today. You never saw more beautiful fields, and the view aeross thl

rolling valley to the Alleghanies one eould feed on fnrqvbr. You

know John bought this. No mistake about it and lived there, -ad
brought. up tho ehildren that had been born to him somewhere, but n@t

there, but, so far as I could find,there is not a stiek or aton- un

the placece that Jou ean say positively came from John Llnooln. Jh@db{;

his son, to whom 180 aeres of the land finally came, butlt l ffff

ful house, really beautiful, of briek, 30 x 40.hall,, ten feet wtlo J,
through the eenter, divided into four rooms, 15 X 30; big ftxnjigg'.;f1:
évery room wainscoated, with pine ¥woards that nuat be 0 luqhdvliv 5

width; exeellent staircase; bricks were nndonbtclly ‘::f.cn'f
From end to end two long iron braces hold the walls to;othn: ;

must have budlt this house ucnowhoro along about 1800. nb

deal of a man, a eaptain in the Rovolutlonary ‘hr lnl I fou

name frequently in the reaords. Jagob Lineoln Ll Iurit‘ ‘



All up and down the Valley I found it was the custom to hnvi.}ﬁitiéi:.
private budying grounds . They have one here in whieh uovurnl‘ﬁfhﬁ.
eolns and relatives were buried, and undoubtedly John was 1:1! wuqr'
here, but he never had a headstone. There is no doubt, too, thni
Ja‘%b's fine house was built on the llto of his father's orlgtﬂsl
honao. There seems to be no tradition about what that was.

I find down here that Abraham Lineoln, John'l thh'i un.'
was glvon 210 asres of the original, or 600., In 1'18. lo th&t tl Qll
rlght. He sold this later, and the deeds of that sale are all rlﬁht. S

The ;;:3;h:3?t really interested me most,I think, ab ,,.1:**»~~'

A. L. al ather , Thonns was born on this beautiful piece of Ilal

1ook1ng out on the beautiful mountains, and that he lived on %h ‘;

hillstde until he was six or seven years old at 1onn¥. So A% aha
had a tﬁlt;:§¥ what 1t was to live on a fine pla‘o, to have Qn'n#n
¢le who was a eaptain in the Great War, and to have been old éhoidl'
to h§ve had a keen boy's interest in the wonderful journey out of
this Valley, aeross the mountains to Kentueky. If I were a bit
yonhgor and had more time, I should put a knapsaek on my baek and
take that Journey on foot. I eannot think of anything nﬁrc c:bttlng"

to do.

There ure traditions in the nolghborhood"nnny of them,

of the Lineolns. They are kept alive by one of the mos#t lptrltodr¢wu
women I have met in many a day, Miss Kate Pennypacker. Hbr 5:&&4-,
father was a Lineoln. Through him aho eame into the 180 llt.l I

have just been talking about, so that f,,__ﬁ,ﬁﬂ
until & few years €0,Lineolns had posaoaaién of nnnh‘nf,Join.;ii§ i
e¢oln's original traet. If I were a millionaire I would ply  7- .
for this lund just as a monument. I would buy this lnl I
Ponu. and buy lordua!.'s Bome , aml then to acltuto m

hmn ;nl then to Hingham and gotissml'l lana nnl _zqg



 eourt prououng- of the years whon this was a oo
. 'lhc Lmolns um. I not only 1ooku at om, p;

Miss Kate hud 1t in for me because of an interview that had upn V
peured in the Harrisonburg paper that morning. The lntervum lﬁl

make me say something I had no ldea of saying, but oxplmum cu

not help me at all. Howewer ,I had my revenge, bescause I thm tkﬂ

told me more things that woron't 80 than anybody I have mt ﬂxM

"I dldn't dure to be too firm ln my eontradietion. She ronllxm n

wonderful person.

I think really that I have gotten urtaln um iht

are worth developing. The yuality of these deseendants I sm u"’ -

ing. The kind of people thut settled this Valley, with whon
Lineoln hud eome into the eountry, with whom he rusloolam. ‘I v
think there was every form of religlous dissent, npa:gt}n,fhﬁk_-‘
ishness, brought together down here. The Linmeolns moved with
thoao‘ranuls but seemed never to have tied up to the may tuii.'
They were really liberal. Thef are the most mtereltlug thll.l ro-'
eorded of the early preachers and missionarié€s who passed through .
the Valley.

I sm more and more interested in what must hnn hm :
the 1ife of these women and the way they have stood up to tv Buo
thing is sure: thoy never shirked big fumilies. All these I-lmln .

women bore from threc to five sons and as some of ‘khcn &

hud two wives, there certainly was no chance of the Llnocln m

dying out, but t:e Lineoln women of today are not urrylas Ql

are a few young Lineoln men in the line. The 1little wellnlu

onburg is the first one I have found with boys. i
- I have found here nothing oneptlng ﬂn #

I prootu to ﬂnl. I spent & long time nltorhr gl



e! uhrm t0 annvon ihc Qtwy w!.tl.
M-ul Qt nura.

thu bnt by 1oott.ns lt over you n.y col ”ﬂ

wil1 be melptale (T g 0
: ’  Very stuomly ml,'




