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San Francisco, Calif,
320 Market Street,
Mch 6/31

Miss Ida M.Tarbell,
c/o Mac Millan Company,
New York City.

Cear madamé-

T™he little volume, "A REPORTER FOR LINCOLNY, from
your heart and pen,has just been read by the writer, and I
am glad that you gathered the material for this 1little book
and had it printed. Never before had I realized the load of
care and responsibility that this"man of the people” earried
during his stay in the White House.

reading this touching story you have so vividly
brought to the attention of the reading putlic, has caused
e to resolve in ny heart and mind to never complain again
at the 1ittle driveling troubles that come our way from time
to time; this story has greatly impressed me,I assure you.

To digress a bit; & short time ago I ran across
in an old magazine, an article bearing on Mr.Lincoln. This
article quoted a letter purported to have been writien to .
Mr.lLincoln bty his secretary of state, Willlam H,Seward, in
which Ccward conveyed to Mr.,Liucoln that he was a failure
as a president of his country, and that it would be best
for tle country and the speeding ur of the Civil War, if
the administrative duties of the president were turned over
to Mr.Jeward.

Wishing tc use this incident in a talk to a little
bunch of friends, I concluded to fimd cut if this letter was
an historical fact; I wrote to the Bathfinder in Washington,
thinking they would be able to advise me i1f this letter was
a myith or a fact, but they only commented on Mr,Sewards well
known ability as a public character; and did refer to the
letter at all.

Perhaps you may know whether the above incidsnt
did actually take place ar not ? If you will pardon our troub-
1ing you, ycur advice on this little matter will be appreciated;
will send the magazine to you if we can locate it, if Ehis will . .
assist you in recalling the incident of tracing it should you wigh.

Trusting you will kindly pardon me for taking your
valuable time in this manner, I am,in the mesantime, ’

Very respectful
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