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Autobiography:

I have—sought it out—inhistorieal werk-lecause
I wish to find out what the experience of the world had been
with women in public life, and I turned to the Ironoh-novoluiidﬁ
for help and out of that hes cque Madam Roland‘and I was pot -ov
convinced as I might be by her exhibits: It was not until some=-
time after I had finished the Standard 0il and was floundering
around what was best to do that I undertook the articles on
Kmerican Women and Their Achievements. ¥umk I was instigated
to do this by a method of propaganda which always irritates me
and that is the unwillingness to consider the bankground._th.
place from which we have come, to give any credit to anybody~botbni_:
your day for having worked toward the aim which you ha‘i.t heart:'i
I thought that there waes too much , unjust, ignorant, and I may
say intellectually dishonest, campaigning going on by women in
their over-emphasis on what they called door mat theory. And so
I began to pull out 6ne after another specimen of aggressive
militants of the past who had done really great jobs beginning '
with Abigail Adams I think. (Put in list of women treated in
article) ‘ ;

These articles brought me criticism from some of
my best and most honest friends. Why should I who had been

working on the industrial schemes turn to these ladies of fn.if ot
Well, I suppose the truth is that I had alwaye I..Ieihhﬁajpjbjiill
the American scene, that is the world which weant—en tbaut_l se,
more or less as a whole and the relations of the women to th

situation seemed to me that it ought to be figured out,
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place. Ny thesis ran in my'own mind, something like this:-

Women are responsible to a degree for the 1ndnntri§1 W
situation. There is something more fundamental than the vote
necessary to rtght these things. It isn't fair that tholwunpn
of the past who hsdbblayod in my mind so great a part in building |
up society, oivilization} should be kicked off the place. Even
Mrs. th Renasselaer said to me, "Why in the world are you fooling :
with that unmeaning stuffe® 3

But it meant something to me. The trouble is that

I launched it without sufficient explanation of what I had in mind.

It was a little clearer when later, along abont 1920
I think, I came to the Business of Being a Woman. Then it did
stir up something. (Picture of the public meeting.
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