In 1860 Abraham Lincoln was nominated for the presidency bn- j )
cause he was an available candidate, not frem any mtrﬂl“amfi-_. '
dence that he was the best man in the Republican wty ror the
_..placo. He was elected because of the strength of the Ropublim
: jlatfor-._ In 1864, on the contrary, Lincoln was m;-i.mtlt boomn
he had won the confidence of the people so completely that it was
believed no candidate would have any chance against him, He was
reelected this time because of his pernon-ai strength. In four
years he had risen from a position of comparative oblcli'itj to be
the moast gererally trusted man in the North. This rmrklblo
growth in public esteem was due almost entirely to I.:I.ncoln‘i akil:l.
as a politician- the word politician being used not in thﬁ lourn
ﬁonlé of a trickster, but in 1ts original senu' of a persuader and
leader of men in carrying on public affairs. ‘
This work with men began in the ranks of his own nolt leyﬂ.:
‘supporters. No class with which he had to deal taxed umn
skill more than those of his own party who, wh:l.lo they were u'mt
mins towards preserving the Union but m:vm | - _: ‘, ¥
the Pnnidons with their demands and co-plamu. and, :r not hnm i

in mtr mnwrt, were seemingly uncontciml mt

raised a commotion Wpich smtin:s uriously_threatanod the success
of important matters, Lincol A came impatient with these good
people, "Tell him when he starts," he wrote of a General from whom
he feared annoyance, "to put it through- not te be writing or tel-
egraphing back here, but put it through." But though he might at
times become irritable with their fussing he did full justice to
their loyalty and good intentions and stood by them. A story is
told of one orl the war governors who had so worn out the endurance

of the War Department by his fretfulness and impatience that his

dispatches were referred to the Prosidont.N
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did not disturb Lincoln in the least. In faot they rather amused
him, (After reading all the papers,‘ﬁe saild in a cheerful and reas-
suring tone; "Never mind, never mind; those despatches don't mean
anything. Just go right ahead. The Governor is like a boy I saw
once at the launching of a ship. When everything was ready they
pivked out a boy and sent him under the ship to knock away the trig-
ger and let her go. At the critical moment everything depended o~
the boy. He had to do the job well by a direct, vigorous blow, and
then lie flat and keep still while the ship slid over him, The boy =
did everything right but he yelled as he was being murdered from the
time he got under the skigx keel until he got out. I thought the
hide was all scraped off of his back; but he wasn't hurt at all. The
master of the yard told me that this boy was well, that he never had
been hurt, but that he always squealed in that way. That's just the
way with Governor - IMake up your minds that he is not hurt, and that
he is doing the work right, and pay no attention to his squealing,

He only wants you to understand how hard his task is, and that he is
on hand performing 1t.'j*iT4mo—preved—%h&t—the—?roe&dent*e—es%&mate
of_the Gwyvernor wes—eorrest

=¥

Numbers of people from the beginning to the end of the war,
stalwart but narrow Republicans, sought the President with sugges-

tions which seemed to them of vital importance, and to which they

thought that he ought to give his per-sx_‘_\N\\\‘\\
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sonal attention, Not the least of Lincoln's political power lay in
his ability to listen to these pcoplo and to dismiss tm ﬂtﬁ m
humorous remark which sent them away good-huuoru and m ﬂuoh
-hom them how unreasonable it was for them to% their uhnu
mm Tn 1861 for instance several fires occured in

‘ "athingtm which, it was suspeceted, were of Confederate origin,

For & time it seemed as Rf half the fire brigades of the North

' wanted to come on to protect the Capital and all of thesd fire cam

panies thought thkmax that the President himself should give atten-
ui_m te their patriotic offer. The morning after one particularly
large fire a committee of citizens arrived from Philadelphia to ;
urge thm wpon Mt the acceptance of a fully equipped fire
: ‘ l:w

brigade., Mr. Lincoln gave them an audiencoh A long and aloqnmt
address mwwmmmm . When it was over,
he simply said: '?oa, gentlemen, but it is a mistake to- believe
that T am at the head of the Fire Department of Washingten. I am
simply the President of the United States." Of course nothing was
to be said after this remark, and the comitt&q withdrew.

His skill with the curious, who felt that because they
had voted for him therefore they should know all the secrets of
the Government, was great. He had a way of replying to this kind
of impertinence which rebuked the offender without actually offend-
ing him, His often quoted answer to the persons who waited upon
him in - - - = to ask where Burnsides' fleet was going, is an excel
lent example. It was most desirable for the success of this expe~-
dition that nobody but the mo" where it was to b#lﬂit.
yet hundreds of zealous Republicans felt that the Preudont lhouu
take them into his confidence and did not hesitate. to ask him cat-
right. "Yess, I will tell you," he said to one of these l.hﬂ-
tiens, "It is goinpgeto sea." )# Another similar retort was thqzt
to a gentleman who insisted on his telling him how w lll
Confederates had in the field.
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w "Twelve huiiréd ithousandj—ae —best—aut

, The 1nteer‘ttor ‘blanched’in the faoe and ejaculated, “Good
heavens!® 'Yon: sir; twelve hundred thousand; no doubt of it. Yom
see, all our ge,>ralaﬂj%ﬁn ithey get whipped say the enemy outnumbered

them from three forfive o bne and' I must believe them. We have
,400.222'1n the field and thrqﬂ timas {otr makes twelve., Don't you
see

‘\-

Very many of the men and of the committees which came to Mr,
Lincoln with suggestions and criticisms he answered with stories.
It did not take the people many months to see the practical value
of the President's s;ory-twlling, although at first it was consider
ed a mere habit and he w.s caricatured and rebuked as a a buffoon
—and a trifler. Gradually, however, as these stories found their
way into the press and were repeated from mouth to mouth, the dis-
cerning began to see that every one of hisstories settled a ques

tion. T

v o

lawgh,| For instance,lafter the surrender of Vicksburg, there was
rmch complaint in the North because Grant had paroled Pemberton's
Sarmy., The man could not be trusted to keep their parole, it was
“said, They would immediately get back into the Southern ranks. A
'committeqpame to see the President about it., He listened to their
arguments «nd when they were ended-#e said that the case reminded
him of Sykesgs dog. There used to be in Illineis, he continued/ a
men by the name of Sykes who owned an ill-favored cur to which he
was devoted but which because of its ugly looks and its propensity
for worrying ineffemeive pedestrians was heawbdsy despised by his
friends., One day a few desperate individuals induced Sykes%c dog
to swallow a pilece of meat in which a charge of pgunpowder with fuse
attached was concealed. The meat was no sooner down than the fuse
was lighted and the dog was scattered over the road. When Sykes
came up and saw the situation he made a feeble effort to collect

the pieces, but soon gave it up remarking sorrowfully that he gEREX



as,
& .
:: sagen : j
B B, "
'@ guessed that dog's days of usefulness were - "I guess, " said
e, : ] :
%} ; Mr, Lincoln to the committee, "that Pemberton's army is in about
2 . the condition of Sykes' dog after the explosion; its days of use-
i A
=t fulness are over.as an army,"
i
8 This story of Sykes' dog Lincoln told on other occasions when
I
= citiznns came to him to criticiao the parole of Southern troops,
0 :
i Each time, if ww can believe his auditorl, the story had a peculiar
T
(557 color; thus, there are several authentic versions of this one story
feamt s
= , Lincoln's power with the people was greatly increased as
= A
'}F they began to realize that he was a man who did not pretend teo
?f' agreée with everybody who came to him. They learned h’liﬁht dismiss
P ‘ .
R men good-naturedly but did not yield to them. They saw that he wa:
(C?- no suave, non-committal President, who sided with each visitor suf-
o ; :
'QT' ficiently to satisfy and to flatter him, but that he was a man of
,k:LS-L deep convictions, who had a policy on the great essentials of the
e :
) war and that no amount of persuasion or of threats could turn him
— from what he considered essential. Lincoln's sagacity and courage
co a /__-——-» o AR R ST
&_: o’ in Tollowing up his
- Judgnont 4llustrated time after time in the Civil War wh
,_\}L tees came to him and perhaps never more Ekmaxky ac
% 0 et
¥‘7 .y his handling of what was known as the 'emittn- of S

= dohga.tim from the Radical party in Misseuri,

s air
‘q-&_.  out of mi%;({:_ that State had b-&.wm

‘< 1863 the fight h
o mints both claimed
: ill Mdiﬁums ﬁl
m of what ns known f.._

i



Ty sagan
|2 while the strong German element, abolitionist in sentiment, ac-

(6] tive in bringing on the war,firm supporters of Fremont, led the

> Radicals or Charcoals. Jhers-wus atill-a~third-party;~of-course,
[ ;

o) ;

Jizpcsss ¥ i i

T g __ The issue between
|—.: the clnybankq'bnd Charcoals wus really the method of emancipation.
e

(@GN The one demanded that it should be gradual and compensated, the
(>  other that it should be immediate. But so bitter had grown this
l—'  contest that it was really 1little more than a partisan, persenal
. struggle, TFeause—were-made ovar men-and Non-oassntial -measures.
= th parties had done their best to bring Mr. Linceln into thi . ‘
fﬂ quarrel but he was determined if possible to have none of it. "It
'(‘] has gone se far," he said, to a delegation in the srping of '63,
= "that either party would rather see the defeat of their adversary
o than that of Jefferson Davis. "You ought to have your heads knocked
(o ﬁopthar," he %n his exasperation.

Finally, he determined g$hat he must break up somehow what he .
OO called their "pestilent, factional quarrel,"” and sent a new Iili-. :

e tary Governér, General J. M, Sotbfiold, to Missouri, The advice
(> he gave him was this:

s "Let your military measures be strong enough to repel the in-
vader and keep the peace, and not se strong as to unnmcessarily

harass and persecute the people, It is a difficult role, and so
much greater will be the honor if you perform it well, it ‘both
factions, or neither, shall abuse you, you will probably be about
right, Beware of being assailed by one and praised by the other,"

General Schofield was not able to 1ive up to Lincoln's coun
sel. He incurred the suspicion and dislike of the Radicals and

they determined that he must be removed. 1In August a great conven- o
tion was held and a committee of seventy persons nppq;am,_fg- g0 e

The case in Missouri of course had the sympathy of t&a Radical
slavery element of the whole North and when the Committee

 tystarted for Washington it received an evation u
. Btate through which it passed. Every mile of its
~ to inor ts friends. Arrived in Washington it

I
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I~ Wl(r. Enos Clark or;;t‘. Louis, who was one of the delegates, records

A A
ae the impression thmnmmq made upon his mind:

Iﬁu#_du_w' :
The President listened with patient attentiony™ says Mr,
R Clarké«At the conclusion of the reading, Mrr—iémeedn replied at
= length. I shall never forget the intense chagrin and disappeint-
e=n ment we all felt at the treatment of the matter in the beginning
L of his reply. He seemed to belittle and minimize the importance
of our grievances, and to give magnitude to artificial and unim-
5 portant matters. He gave us the impression of a Western pettifo
= ger before a justice of the peace jury. But as he talked on, and

= made searching inquiries of members of the delegation, and invited
r debate, it became manifest that his manner at the beginning was

it really the foil of a master, to develop the weakness of the presen-
SR tation, Before the conclusion of the conference he addressed him-

o) self to the whole matter in an elevated, dignified, exhaustive and
pitc impressive way. * 0
"There was no report made of this conference; but themre-ame
Sl seme—thinge~I-remember,. I remember that Mr, Lincoln made this
=1 statement: 'You gentlemen must bear in mind that in performing the
= duties of the office I hold,I must represent no one section of the
Gy Union, but I must act for all sections of the Union in trying to
o maintain the supremacy of the government,' And he also said this:
o "I desire to so conduct the affairs of this administration that if,
at the end, when I come to lay down the reins of pExsrmmmmt power,

8y I have.lost every othér supporter and friend, I sh:Wtast have
(3. one friend left, and that friend shall be dovm in e of me,'

= These were characteristic expressions. 2

‘QT ' "Toward the conclusion of the conference, and after the whole

= matter had been e tively discussed by the President and the pe-
s titioners, Mr, Dr ew forward and said: 'Mr, President, the
: time has now come r‘hﬂh we can no longer trespass upon your atten-
tion, but must take leave of you,' and in those daoa, impressive,
ud stentorian tones peculiar to Mr, Drake, he added, 'Many of these
il men who stand before you teday return to inhospitable homes, :
50 where rebel sentiments prevail, and many of them, sir, in returning
\(5 there do so at the risk of their lives; and if any of those lives
= are lost by virtue of the military administration of that govern=
[ ment, let me tell you, sir, that the blood will be upon your gare
jire e ments and not upon ours,'
NS "During this impressive address the President, stood before
ik the delegation with tears streaming down his cheeks, seeming deeply
I~ itated. v ;
L b "The members of the degegation were then presented individ-
S ually to the President and took leave of him, I shall always re=
iy member my last sight of Mr, Lincoln as we left the room. Mr,
.~ Charles Johnson and myself were walking together, and as we passed
out of the room we looked back. Menatime Mr. Lincoln had met some
2y personal acquaintance with whom he had exchanged pleasantries, and,
o imstead of the tears of a few moments before, he was indulging in i
= hearty laughter. This rapid and wonderful transition from one ex= -
= treme to the other impressed me greatly."* i

(ﬁ# Ex-Governor Charles P, Johnson of Missouri, another member of thn
F_; Committee says of xka Lincoln's reply to their address: :
QL‘E "The President, in the course of his reply, hesitated a
8{, deal, and wus manifestly, as he said, very much troubled i
: condition of affairs in Missouri. He said he was sorry that

O should be such divisions and dissentions; that they
(P~ of more anxiety to him than we could imagine. He ex
» preciation of the zeal of the Radical men, but
they did not understand the real situation. He
@8t out of humor merely because things were 1
_ as we thought they should. The war ;

4y, one  Pres
< e notes of Mr, Lincoln
& in "Abraham Lincoln, A, History,"

'-.Int_orviu for this Magazine mulo"hy.t :



. their simplicity and lucidity of exprausian._ The plain pueplo

the sinpla, honest masses,whose only desire was to Bsee elaﬁrly

..13 L L ]

ty in the country which stood for rreodom for freedom's nako and

though he knew he must hold them in check he.did not hesitate in

they gave him to give
them their full rewesd. "I believe after all," Mr, John Hay, his
Secretary , heard him say

spite of all the annoyance and trouble
Ot AT —

some time after the conference, "that

these Missouri Radicals* # = get nearer to me than the other side

in thought and sentiment, though bitterly hostile personally. They
are the unhandiest fellows in the world to deal with but after all

their faces are set Zionward."ﬁ

Another source of political power with Mr, Lincoln was that he

never hid an issue from the people., He wanted them to understand

& question as he understood it. His deliberation in taking import-
ant steps , the advisability of which his own Judgment'iaa con-

vinced, a deliberation whichbrought bittor critiail- upon him !rlr

Radiee¥® was due to the fact that he was delaying te act until

he felt certain that the people understood what he meant, Ihqu :
forced to follow a course which brought scvare criticism 1t was

his habit to explain by a long public letter why he had done the

thing in question. These public letters uuoh-.i—ﬁho—i!tttr“\o i
W"H—Mww m:ﬂs most rm&l‘klbll .ut. 3
papers, They are invincible in their logic and incomparable 1n

whom t were addressod undarstood thangrand fldt ﬂn

their iine the rigid, mental honesty of the man, oenvlnt.ﬁ

what was the right and hest thing to do., Simply as politlcll
ouvers these political letters must be counted as I?. &3”"'

most successful strokes. Take for example the 1otter



‘Hon, HJames W,Grimes,

ve1g.ve : e 4
A lkillful political manouver ih:leh l'nlidﬂut mano!.s ﬂ!ﬁi\\-
ticed more than once was in allowing men to MA’O ptruu&llr lﬂ
certain course of action which they :ln;.’llto‘ wmd
end the war, but which he had refused to fol ov. H
ouver once with Horace Greeley with lumemse succes e ¢ _
of 1864 there was in the North u :uume party crying. rer m at
any pr'ico. They charged tho Mnlnintrntion tith rolilt.‘sng ll".t
efforts at peace., They renallod tixpt nttor Frodariqlmu t.h.
French Fmperor had offered his aorvicu as a mdiator and bm re=
fused. They blamed Mr. Lincoln ror not anowin; ontug.rul to
come from the Cénfederacy and for not availing himself of 'tlp:___lnnr
private individuals who believed that they could'arrans‘.‘_-.ndtit.m :
if given authority. Mr. Greéley, in t'l3e spring of '64 took no

; 8killful at manouavering himself, Lincoln waw very ;Lick in
anticipnting an adversary's manouvers and in preparing a net for
him, The care with which he watéhod for what the opposition
might do and made ready for it is illustrated in the following let-
ters., The occasion was an Act of Conprees approved on May 3rd,
1863, requiring the Clerk of the House of Representatives to make
a roll of the Representatives elected and place thereon the names a5
of such persons only whose credentials showed that they were rogn

larly elected. The President feared lest-%"r; ongressmen might

overlook this act and their seats be disputed. To prevent this
he wrote himself several confidential letters. Among these was
one to Senator Grimes of Iowa, This letter, which has never been
published in any bicpraphy or collection of Lincoln's letters has
recently come into the possession of the historical collj_etin of
the Historical Department 6r Towa and it is through the courtesy
of the Secretary, the Honorable Charles Aldrich, that I am able to .
publish it here: ;

Executive Mansion,
Ialhington,l) C.O0ct. 29.1“3.

My dear Sir:

The above act of Congress was passed, M

poso. for the purpose of shutting out improper t8
in the House of Representatives; and I fear that tt
ger that it will bd used to shut out pro)o!' ones,
entire Union delogat!on, will be one of the Sta
be made upom, if upon any. The Governor doubtl
urtificnul, and they are already in the
suggest that they come on with them; but tlltp'
you, and perhaps Mr, Harlan with you, con

o e il o st s Kol Mg

Ty




~ Waste-basket; that he felt he had
:“u desire; that his only ambiti

..21..

and have an additional set made out according to the form on the .
other half of this sheet; and still another set, if you can, by i ,@
studying the law, think of a form that in your Judgment, promises 5
additional security, and quietly bring the whole on with you, to ¥
be used in case of necessity. Iet what you do be kept still.

4 Yours truly, :

A, Lincoln,." :
At the same \tim.e he sent in cypher the rollbi;ing telegram
to be found in the unpublished collection of the War b;partaht:
Executive Mansion |
Washington,D.C,,0ctober 30,1863,

Hon,.F.F,Lowe,
San Prancisco, Cal,:

Below is an act of Congress, passed last
session intended to exclude applicants not entitled to seats, but
Which there is reason to fear, will be used to exclude Some who are
entitled, Please get with the Governor and one or two other dis-
crete friends, study the act carefully, and make certificates in
two or three forms, according to your best Judgment and have them
sent to me, so as to multiply the chances of the delegation tting
their seats, Let it be done without publicity. Below is a form
which may answer for one. If youm could procure the same to be done
for the Oregon member it ‘might be well, i

A, Lincoln."

A Similar warning was also given to Vice President Hamlin in
regard to Maine. )

Much of Lincoln's political power was due to the fad that he
took en&lesa pains to find out how men we‘ro thinking and feeling
on all the great questions of the day. This was his reason for see
ing 80 many men and delegations, for 1181;0!11#5 80 pntimti! and ”
questioning so carefully, He wanted the fullest information m
could be had, Throughtut the war whenever i;c was puzm»‘ Ilym g

state of opinion or feeling in a section on a man he sent twm o

body whom he could trust to enlighten him., Thus, in uumt

o

vas first talked of 4s a Presidential candidate. Lincoln, who had
never met Grant, became anxious to know what the latter ‘the ght

How he found out is told in the following interview with
Jones of Chicago:

: "In 1863 some of the newspapers, e
"Herald," were trying to boom Grant T
General Grant was at Chattanooga, I wr
‘I did not wish to meddle with his ar
sist s sting that he pay no &&
were say in that connection, |

that everything of that nature whieh

and that, even if he had a desire
sibly entertain the thought of
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nor of accepting a nomination were one tendered him, so long as
there was a possibility of keeping Mr. Lincoln in the Presidential
chair, The whole spirit of his letter was one of the most perfect
devotion to Lincoln. 3

"Before this letter reached me, however, President Lincoln tel-
egraphed me to come to Washington. The telegram gave no hint of
the business upon which he wished to see me, and I had no informa-
tion upon which to found even & suspicion of its nature, On my way
to the train I stopped at my office in the postoffice building,
and in passingmy box in the postoffice I opened 13 and took out
several letters, I put them into my pocket and did not look at
them until after I had gotten aboard the train., I then discovered
that one of the letters was:from General Grant; it was the latter
of which I have already spoken. The circumstance has always seemed

‘to me to have been providential,

"Upon my arrival at Washington I sent. word to the President
that I had arrived and would be glad to call whenever it was most
convenient &and agreeable for him to receive me, He sent back a re-
quest for me to call that evening at 8 o'clock. I went to the
White House at that hour.

"When the President had gotten through with the persons with
whom he was engaged, I was invited into his room.  The President
then gave directions to say to all that he was engaged for the evem
ing. Mr. Lincoln opened the conversation by saying that he was
anxious to see somebody from the West with whom he could talk upon
the general situation, and had therefore sent for me, Mr, Lincoln
made no allusion whatever to Grant, I had been there but a few
minutes, however, when I fancied he would like to talk about Grant,
and I interrupted him by saying: !

" * Mr, President, if you will excuse me for interrupting me, I
want to ask you to kindly read a letter that I got from my box as
I was on my way to the train',

"Whereupon I gave him @Grant's letter. He read it with evident
interest, When he came to the part where Grant said that it would
be impossible for him to think of the Prosidency as long as there
was a possibility of retaining Mr, Lincoln in the office, he read
no further, but arose and, approaching me, put his hand on my

‘shoulder and said:

"My son, you will never know how gratifying that is to me,
No manknows, when that Presidential grub gets to gnawing at him, i
just how deep it will get until he has tried it; and I didn't know
but what there was one gnawing at Grant,'

"The fact was that this was just what Mr. Lincoln wanted to
know, He had said to Congressman Washburne, as I afterwards ascer-
tained: : iz
'"About all I know of Grant I have got from you. I have
never seen him., Who else besides you knows anything about Grant?

"Washburne replied: ‘ ;

i "' know very little about him, He is my townsman, but
I never saw very much of him., The only man who really knows Grant
is Jones. He has summered and wintered with him,' (This was an
allusion to the winter I had spent with Grant in Mississippi, at
the time Van Dorn got into Holly Springs. ;

"It was this statement of Washburne's which caused Lincoln to
telegraph me to come to Washington,® ] y o i

Interview wby: J. McCan Davis with Russell Jones of Chicago,




added, "I don't believe they can get him to run,"

aaDTan

The agitation in favor of Grant was continued actiely for
many months after this interview and the next year the President

seems to have concluded that he ought to sound Grant again, Col=

onel John ', Eaton, now General, & friend of Grant, was in Washe
ington and often with Mr. Lincoln considering various problems in
comnection with the freedmen, a work to which Colonel Baton was
giving his time. One evening the cor;virua;tim turned on the elec-
tion. Lincoln - declared that if he knew himself, his supreme de
sire vé.u for the salvation of the Union and that if another man
could save the Union better than he, he should be giq.d to see him
slected. He said, however, that he believed that his qxplr.imct
in affairs ought to make him a better @?ﬁy a new hand. Re=

)

ferring to the efforts made to nominate Some—one—eise~bnhie—piace
he asked 1if the Colonel knew what General Gramt thought of his—sow

‘md-nominatien: Jhn ATG AT

No, the Colonel said, he didn't.

"Well, said Mr, Lincoln, "I tell you, before Grant came
over here and the Rebel army threatened 'dﬁhington,‘ we did not
sleep nights. If they captured the Capital we did not kﬁow what
.rracf it would have upon foreign governments. It might induce ﬂu ‘
them to recognize the Confederacy if the Capital was in Gonrcdar- :
ate hands; but since Grant came here, if the Rebels threaten tho
Capital we do sleep nights. We have such confidence in G?q.nf. tw

we believe what can be done he will do and what he don't d.nm
believe can be done." "Now, he continued, "if Grant is the M
General we think he is, he must have some oonnc:l.dulnui of um
Jmow that he cannot be satisfied with h:luul!.h-n'uoa--, ﬁn redi
‘due for his great generalship if he does not rinilh the Jm' m

The President then asked the Colonel if hoq
Grant at Richmond and find out from him how he fe
replied that it ‘I‘ould be a delicate tm ht



aG "eo4ne

Jeit Colonel started at once on his errand. Ihaehlng Wﬁtﬂ m

= being received by the General he found mmak m it !Miult__ :
Q% to approach his subject, but finally workod his uy u n Br mm

QL

“L ; ting how he had met parties reoontly in tnvollin; who had ukud

R

R him if he thought Grant could be induced to run against Lincoln.

— 'not as a partisan but uas a citizen's candidate, to save the llh:lon..
] Grant brought his hand dom emphatically on the strap arm of his

p camp-chair: ;

'(Z "Theyc can't do 1t! They can't compel me }o dp 1tt»

; "Have you said this to the President?" asked Coloriel Eate
e e
=g - "No," said Mr. Grant, "I have not thought it worth

.Ei while to assure the President of my opinion. I consider it as . :

; important for the cause that he should be nominated and elected u‘

,@_: that the army should be successful in the Talle®

- Igf i Colonel Eaton returned with this report to the President,

'g Who seemed greatly pleased that he had been correct in his uﬂ-‘-; T
\ij ‘mate of his Lieutenant-General. In relating this anecdote, Colonm o

Go nel Batonsaid : "My impression at the time of these two men was

A zy) that they understood each other instinctively; tha.t they 'uro both
o  medof willing minds and the greatest moral rectitude and they T~
e copnized each other as devoted to the salvation of the mgm,-)ﬁ' "
] The effect of these political characteristics lhoﬁd_u; L
o self wham in 1864 when it came to his nomination and rh—ﬁut‘tm., :

US; He himself approached the event with a clear and mcmh uumn'
D

Fa of the situation. He had sounded men so that he m! m&ﬂt

O

@ each was doing and what his chances wcro. He had mt Mi m
D oy so clearly that he knew that honoat poorlo emd no
Q’ what he meant. He believed that the people hﬂ 'l.th
fundamental issues of the war and so awaited m

ness and confidence.

The effect of his four years work on ‘the

 extraordinary.



three years he had been waging unlueontfunr a rn;mm war., H
He m:any grave mistakes but in spite of this the people 'ﬂnu’qn‘
that he had done the best he could and morgever they understood ex-
io_ﬂy what he was trying to do. It was PR r7e tusmmm of
his ‘ewi,:' lucid public letters came out. mom had never hu-
 den anything from the people. He had done his utmost to make

them understand his reasons for his poli_uy. ‘He had put into their
mouths reasons for his actions, He had giioﬁ them i:yM‘tions
which to thon were danonstrations. Thay bal:l"od in hm booml.h.
had been rrnnk with them and because he triud to make matters so
clear to them- used words they could understand- kept the srinctyh
free from all non-essential and partisan con-l-it_lirl'tilﬁi. ey
‘1ikes his hard ionao, his quick wit, his resolute se;bg-'m"iaﬂ
doh;g_tho thing he believed to be right. It is doubtful & th., '
achsidered hits a really great man but they knew he m- hmlt, '
fearless and level-headed and so clucluded, as Lincoln hzlnlt llﬂ
®Thatit was not best to swap horses while croumg th. rim lllﬁ ok
have further concluded that he was not -o poor a hm-n thnf. thq
might not make a botch of it in trying to sway., ' “-J“JM‘N"

success as a politiclan - a handler of mene that vmhant second

da b P

term




