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Ida M. Tarbell

Author of "He Knew Linooln" and -,
Other Billy Brown stories

(In the thirty-five years that it
privilefe to zeep in touch with the life of
i anm-wsuaummh“

| ghbor, professional or political uwouﬁ .
among them all has left with Hu 80 strong a mens
aoccepting intimate mm friendship as no orl
the Billy Brown of’this story.

. when I knew him in the '90s, he was "k e D
drug store” in Springfileld, Illinois, as he had 401
gometime in the '40s. Humorous, wise, cw

had always drawn to him men of parts, who had
tion of native, salty qualities, smong '
who in the '40s and 'S0s, dropped in amo oft
story %elling, that he game to have hu m
by Billy's sove.

: Thore is haul{ an important o-!mﬂ‘
1ife on which Billy ud not touch inm
always he was ready vun shrewd and aff

. In the present story I have
Billy's explanation of Mr, Linecoln's
1ife in '49, his Mun in '54,)

_‘_____‘.-/
---‘W.‘

"What's the matter, Billy, somethi '
I had dropped into Billy QM'a drug m on th
of springfield, hoping to £1nd him free for vhat
well as I m-nm.mnx.m The §



;mm&muumu mnmmw
',‘:.‘v‘_“‘ﬁM' up u M m you' re the m M

and when he rinsed his hands in the wash basin at the “ﬂi
the store, he did 1 with an impatient splash that “u -

water flying and made “him matter Mhine which
"Gosh dang it."

But as I'd heard Billy himgelf say npo&nm“ivw
more than once, he "juat ocouldn't stay mad", He dﬁﬂ"i m ‘
His face cleared with the drying of his hands and he M

to the front of the gtore, a welooming 1: slight 1y ﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬁ
emile on hig faoce.

'Glad to see ye," he said. 'gome in and take

Ohair' - 'Phe Ghair' being the sacred old iindsor in m
Bi11y never failed to tell a visitor of whom he approve:

Nr. Lincoln had "get for hours and hours back in &hy nm ﬂ .

"Yes, air, I wuz out of temper - all rzm m ;nv
wuz that feller you see goin' ont as you kum ulm m
whinin' about bein' a failure - 1'11 have to admit M'&
a hard time - had to give up a little business bc‘cw y
W. but what's that? He's got his t rade, mw het 8
buginess on that and nothin' oan take that uw. ’

he's g0t a good wife and he owns his home and he's m‘i;’ :
debte bub what he can work out - and here he is Sellin' what
hard time he's havin' and hew he's lost his W and the
man who's nearin' forty ain't got any ohance and the ¢
goin' to the doge - mon m&‘r,mm' 1% up.

w11, §ii 8y bust right out ama 1 m .
Jim, you ought to uuhun of runcu - you bemn




start over - thought he's lost everything. You a
Abraham Linooln wus when he thought that. wﬁ“"' ‘
did just what you'd oughter do lﬂ wounld tf m
He went to work at his old trade m ehl!'l -aa" )
went to work and he oame out a bl;uo‘r man w&t-h’ a
12 he hadn't had all that trouble - Git out'l‘hdnt’ﬂ

"Well, Jim looked soror -earod aa&¢”
not bein' any Abraham Lincoln which it wasn't ne
tell me, and he went off. If he don't pit some oarp

right away, I'm goin' after him. Blamed 1f 1°11 m )
Mr, Linooln's town give up at forty if 1 can help it

"Believe that - Billy. fhat Mr. Linoolm w
beon the great man he was if it hadn't been for hhv-.
in '49¢

"Believe it - course I do, lkmow it - ma

8aw it - went on right under my‘oyu. Didn't xm
body in his party goin' back in '49 - not wm&n'.
in office - sorter shovin' hin ott the ant.

he wuz toﬂy years old and Bbut out's the kind ,‘“; 1’&
wanted most. o mistake about 1t kr. Iinsoln wa

might 0all a natural politiclan, 1iked politics bett
anything else - sight betterin' he 414 law T allns

0ourse he had to have a trade and in them times 1
what you had to Znow if you wuz taua' GW' ﬁ
law but he wuz in uuim haa hc




took that up. started uun as soon as he laaul MM'” |
Sangamaw early in the 30's. I hear them historians
sometimes that 1% was Nary Linooln who pushed his 4
‘Humph - He wuz seekin' offioce long before he ever sa
Been at 1t ten yoars before he ever married e
Basy for him to git eleoted in them days. Deo e
1iked him and I %ell you we boys wuz his friend M ﬂl
You've heard how he piloted a steamboat down the v £
up near here - first one -~ and I reckon the u’aﬂ
anywhere near this town. A pilot on a -m-mn M 18]
looked to a boy like a locomotive engineer ” o ﬂt now
Then he went o yar - Indian War - made captain - ﬂ
made him popular, and then he got the oapitol for §ps
at least he wuz one of them that got u but m he se
to get most of the oredit. People wuz allus Wﬁn ot
tellin' funny things he'd said - listen' to his m" on.
There wasn!t any doudbt this Distriet thought a l&_ :
Mr, Linocoln and hie party wuz allus unin" %o thlif
office when 1t could.
fhey sent him to Congress in '49. He wus
death about goin' and so wuz Mary Lincoln. 1 don's
She'd been pretty poor ever sinoe she married r
couldn’t have a 10t of things she'd been used to
to Washington just suited her, Reoken she
_qaite s splurge down there - Shought they'd ma
because she was s Kentuoky Todd. .




"Well as I wuz sayin' ihoy went down Oh fall ez
'47 - you oughter seen Mr, Lincoln when he went m - h i
andbappy, etandin' up straight like he did when things were
goin' $o sult him or when he'd got a bdig fight on M m m
mind olear. I mever like %o think of the umm
him then and the way he wuz lookin' after two mn _u“ e
when he wuz back to stay. crntnt change. e \

"What wus the matter? well you know tm M’t ,
gend him baok to Congress, but Q’n't that. 1 m
4140t expect that muoh for he must a seen this Dist . ‘,
goin' Demosratic. The whige - Mr. Iincoln wuz a m m ' ; ‘  .
goin' %o Pleces out here. I reckon he knew we'd 01 our '
man 1ike we did. No 'twan't not goin' back 50 0
he 41a think he'd get an office from the govermment. H
worked hard to eleot 0ld Zack Taylor m-umt m’ BPe
up in New England - out here - wrote hc“n - ciuiﬂ. ,‘;q
time to 1t - and I reckon he expected amthtn. | I
daia yn_)gmn. but somehow he spiled the hnu ines
0f00ffice gettin' - for himeelf and what wuz worse fe
Popularity out here - fer his friends. Didn't gt ar
0 speak of for anybody. They 4o may he cbnu.,'i :
governor in Oregon, but Oregon didn't look nk‘g‘. n
the '40s and then Mary Linooln never at am!M
havia' been East and seen Washington and New York
into her head that she'd git %o Burope some w.-i
what the women said. :
"What he wanted and tried dard to @



0ffios down in Washington - that wns a good job - m . 3

He wanted it and Iriod hard to git it but lﬂﬁi“ m*

didn't go after it fer himself $ill after he'd Cl‘¢‘*  il 

1t fer one of his friends. He did hxo best tbr t&!;

nsme was Qyrus Edwards lived down vo Bdwardsville -

~he saw he oouldn't he tried fer hiusel?, but it m
But wasn't only his mot bein' any u!!i& Shak

at gettin' offices that soured people on him dut haa&. i

m the way he went on in Congress about thu mmmm =

'bota' Jugt and noaeasary, a8 the President was tau&at:t»,cvtfj'":’ﬁ“

gongress %o say it wuz. He didn't think so - wouldn't ea

Made speaghes that were mighty unpopular out here with everybo

You got to remembar there were a lot of Qnr-bipﬁ' f: .
fightin' - boys from “hig huu as well as mm
wag in the war, our folks ware gettin’ vonnaod lﬂl : '&Qﬂ

i

there wasn't anything to do but git through best we . ould
~and hers wuz Lingoln sssertin’ it wnzjwrone_-fgarigt;"
at the President for gettin' us into it.
"Bein' a Democrat that made me mad, It ¥
and we wan't goin' to atand any Whig even if ti !ﬁl :
standin' up in Oongress and making fun of it like !il’
geemed to me fer a fact, he sorter daid arive tht
a oorner but I wouldn't say so then. mmc"m -
about 1%, some of Mr., Lineoln's tr.toﬁa ﬂ! Joare
-n;-m-. Bi1ly Herndon - that wuz his xn P
~ oell him off. Herndon told we Mr. Lincoln ju
;-{,ﬁu ne a " '




'What would you hayve me d40%' he wrote Iiuk lhlh |
the vote? ILie when I vote? wWell I won't do it ul u&ih’r
would you,' e

'"Well', said Herndon. 'He thinks he's right and m -
he thinks he's right, you never gan stop him, but he's barﬂi' ] . *
the party and he's hurtin' himself, and so he wugz and g0 he |
found out when he got home. ‘'Stead of orowds of people puhh'
up io 8haise hands iike he'd beon used to, lots of 'em kinda
hung off - wan't hearty like they used %o be. Yom men in Iho
party d4idn't hang around askin' advige like they used to.f |
Peokon 1t looked to him a 2ittle mite as 1f $he siae het come
when the youngsters he'd known wuz goin' to try to edge him
off the shelf. «Quite a puzzlin' and a diaooumgm'mhtu ﬂr
a n@h. I1t's a good deal like disoovorin' you're grawin' eu.

Well Mr, Lincoln had that to faoe when he got bagk frw \
Congreszs. All corin' togather as it did he wuz pretty uitu -
went around quiet -like, his head down, didn't come in here

like he used to, when he did, didn't ten B0 many not&u._

'Mr. Linocoln's got the blues’, boys used to say. 1*50 mmmt
wuz tiokled. I wan't. T felt plumb bad seein' him like *ﬂlt.

"I reokon he didn't get muoh help home oither. Nery
Lincoln had got it into her head she was goin' %o live in :
Washington - she'd talked a lot about it - sort of set up - Gl
80 the women said. Natural emough - ghe didn't like comin'
back hers any too well, didn't like his boln' set aside w
better than he did. 1 reckon she took u ou! on him at hom

eometimes, Kighty omcertain in her temper. But “' o



m Mmh. ram mm to
for him if he mwl we're tnk,%u“
m a wum- but aun’t-’
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- gloomy. Party gome back on him - losin' 1
- ~ everlastin' maggin' and complainin' at home.
@ - look bad - awful bad.

'“Peelin’ a little out of sorts

keep still any longer. o
"*1 ain't sleepin' so good, Billy' he
knew it. BHot long before 1'd um one ﬂf lh_

he waked up amd there mulr. nmu sot t1
matterin’ to himself, pretty soom he gob ur
fire lookin' as if he wished he wug am -
: Lots of men pu' chrm:gh a dlmﬂrma'
waz havin' would be ghd enuff to &h -




0g wonderin' what his wife will do - how she's goin' %o get
by without any more’'n he'll leave and then he remembers some |
2 money he ain't paid and thinks he'll never git anm
i to pay 1t and he sees hic children growin' up withous the

3 - om-uummuan'u-uomm'mmm
lf:ZQ the girls marryin’ no-sccount mem, aAnd thenm he gite %o th nkdn®
= how 1f he done this or hadn't dome that, everything m m
lf been different and he gets to Pityin' himself and in'

gf how "fwould be 1f he'd take something and git ond of { trouble

E onet fer all, 1I tonmthtnnmlooknlnnpmm
= when you can't sleep and you git to worryin', :

l& : "I reckon Mary Lineoln wan't exactly scothin' when

2 he g0t to tossin' about. Now Ma's &ifferent, she's alime

Teal understandin' allus suggestin' something she m
might help, 'Count yourself to sleep Williem' she m ﬂ n
the other night when I got to worryin', Humph, mm 0
tryin' thet fer en hour or more end every time zum %o o
ton may'd go my mind chesin' down some new kind of hon,
"Well, somehow Ma allus soothes me ‘tﬂ ﬂ e
mcmw-mnmumm :
what I'd do but begin to count out loud - top uw
'0n0 - W0 - thres’ - but before I got to Yen we wus Bo
and then mext thing I kmew it was mormin, I'4 had a
“ "But Mary Lincoln wan't 1ike Ma, When }
sleepin' good 1ike as mot she'd ®oold. There ‘ﬂ
®ald 1% wus on sccount of her secldin' so m '
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Q’E You know how the lawyers 4id them days - went from fown %o

EL town follerin' the jJudge who wuz holdin' Court - m m

= hlml‘l-tbuklnmoen‘lcﬂlum“ﬂﬂ

- back first of December. Most everybody from here got bask

3 mmm1\nu.um1nnmcwnlot-unmu
f; spesk sbout 1% pityin' 1ike. ‘ |
- "what wus savin' him wus the way he went %o work et
:L\:.  the law, umnuhnuuhovn'tuu'unilnm»

'(é_ ; he bueckled down to work in a way that everybody ﬁm You ;
e 860 he had never been what you might call larned in law, that
o is he mever had burnt mo midnight oil over books - $oo alle

o fired interested in folks dekngs end the way they o on =

. sorter $ried his ceses on what nmm:mmu
- then %00 he'd been so taken up with politics and away in

Co Washington two years, that all t01d he hadn't made mmoh out of
T © law, But I %1l you,'twus different mows Here he was forty

HE years old, practice all gone end understandin' s big Mt

b bettern' he did when he went to Congress that he didn't yeall
g know much, What he'd do? Go around 1ike Jim is sayin' n |
= wiz @ fallure and everybody wus egin him? Nothin' of the Bort,
& He went to work - nntto:nun'sim-»nﬂlum-
8- after supper and 'stead of joining the doys over in “ m
QI{E? ~ House or comin' ummupnnumnumw

- read, I've heard Herndon tell how when they was off on
A ~ Oirouit, while the yeet of 'em wus sleepin' he'd prop his

ul.nmmn-__luulm'u:mnh..n.m'
mornin', He'd make up his mind he wus goin® o Xnow w




e !lsnn't-uspta'»humlnlmuﬁnmnm
Gl ‘

-« 4 ~mm-mnmx-uurmuumm.
o)

o more'n he ever thought's doin' befores Every now and then
] somebody comes in with a plece of his writin' showin' how

= he'd figured out a case on paper, before he went inte oourt,
& His handwritin' was small and careful - took pains !&‘ 1

= allus - used to surprise me tc see how mest it wos, xm
-] he argued writin' wuz meant to be vead and 1% ought %o be

g—‘ . @Gone so you wouldn't have trouble with i, Amyway he wrote
'6‘ Plain and small, These pleces on his gsses showed how he

= worked to get the thing clear in his mind, He ut down the
G Pints just as he'd worked ‘em out - tickled me %o ee how

3 ¥hey a1l f1%ted together - no serews 1oose - and there were
L—k never no words used 1 didn't know - mathin' s Jury m.'i '
= understand and then sometimes he'd set down one his mme

- #pooted sayin's - make you lugh - sounded s 1ike him,

;li "There's 2 plece that's been pussed around m

> here - showin' how he tried a cuse for a peor o1d wominewidde:
g;f_ of a soldier that had £it in the Revolution - hhﬁﬂ”.
& mmmnnuuchhnsnu'hmﬂ“h

2 onded up Skin Def't just like that" and B42ly stopped his

= mxmxmmumsmumu-mwm
u& "Skin Def'S, "and I tell you," he went on, 'Wm': [
= i% - made the men that was tryin' to skin her eurl up

f ‘ htunhur. o:mmnmmcumm'

£ he atam's chavge her & cemt - bestde payin' her hote

5 buyin' her tiaket back home,




= LR

g "He wuz funny sbout chargin' - seemed allus %o be
o seein’ the other side - wonderin' how much he'd earmed - I've
2

bt known of his sendin' back part of the money some one had sent
; him - 'what I done wan't worth as much as you've sent - I'm

Q@ sending back part', His bein' gqueer sbout money wus all

o a part of something he seemed $o be tryin' to work out after

é he went back to studyin' and practiecin' and that was how you

lf could be a good lawyer and a good man at one and the seme

lg— | time. I reokon there's trades outside of law where 'm.'t

E hurt to figger on that proposition, Mr, Lincoln seemed to me

;C:: ‘ to be tryin' %o work out some rules - things he oughtn't %o

é do ever, Omne wuz never %o let people go to law if he oomld

= help 4% - Try to get ‘em %o mettle, /

"I reoollect how one night when we got %o talkin'
in here while he wuz waitin' for my oloun" time, s0 Wo mu
walk up street together, that ho got to tellin' me sbout some
troudble he'd been havin' trytn& to settle & cuse a m
preacher who 1ived out in the comuntry wamted him to brimg
against a man thet Mr, Lincoln knew real well, knew he wus
fair and honest,Vyou'd thirk n preacher would wamt %o settle,
wouldr'$ you Billy. Think the last thing he'd ever try o
do would be to go to law - but here's this feller bellowin'
and threstenin' and I don't believe what he sesz oan be S¥me.
n'-w rate I've been workin' at him all day twyin' % m
him to settle - told him thet 4f he would, I wouldn's charge
him e cent and wonld themk him to booS, Hope he doess
"1I've made up my mind, 3411y, now thet I'm goin'




baok to law for good and all that I ain't goin' to drag m
into court if I can help i%. : : | | |

"Hell, his workin' so hard and these ourious ways
of his - bein' so generous and fair and dein' eso kind . cm
hold all over the Ciruk o
years before everybody wuz wantin' Kr. Lincoln and be wuz
beginnin' to get big ocases - Ill‘ino!.i :muoﬂ - big mm |
cases. I've allus thought you might hev seen him going down
to New York and Washington and mebbe Boston tryin® mu -
it hadn't happened sudden like - after bein' ot} five m -
he went back baock §o politics. b

0f course you know what brought him baok was the

o« It wan't more'n three or four

slavery question - their tryin' to get it mo a Mﬁgﬂu _,

country that everybody had agreed for thirty years ﬂ un :

wasz allus %o be free. 3ettled, just as get t1ed as om:utua.

"phere'd hnn a 1ot of exoitement and talkin' nm
fugsin'mell the time kr. Lincoln was in Congress about lettin

slavery into the land we took from lexico after the war.
Trouble wan't over when he left. 'Twant onr 5111 nmm;

in '$0, Then they made up a 1ot of new laws - oﬂlﬁ 'ﬂ v L
the Compromise - Best thing about it wuz that when lw M .
through there wan't a foot of soil in the hul mm_ ates
that wan't fixed as far as slavery went. You knew "
free and you knew what wuz slave. O0f oourse a ;
they'd stop arguin' then - South be mum vﬁh
North be satisfied with what she'd nl. ‘




worst of all fer us out here wuz that one Qt urm
Stephen Douglas - 'Little Doug' we oalled him & L

I asked Mr, Lincoln in here one night what he
thought about the way 'twas fixt up. He looked at me kinds
queer, | :

"'Well, Billy' he lsld."lh aint what 1'd liked '!A
have seen, but lookin' at it all around I reckon its the
best we ocould do. (lay thought so. webster thought so and
they're the biggest men we've _got. Better to trade even
1f you don't git all you want than to break up the country -
or go to war' - and he went off, head down, lookin' nmu.

"Seemed fer a long time h if 'twas goin' to N
a8 law about sendin' baok runaway slaves that would stir up
trouble. Pretty harsh law. (Oouldn’'t get it obqnl.k why,
we wus railroadin' slaves through to Canada right here in
Illinois and plenty of people who talked about the duty of
obeyin' the laws shuttin' their eyes. I'm a Demograt - .
allus wuz - believed we oughtn't to do anything to exoite :
the 3outh whioh wuz getting bitterer and bitterer over the way
the sbolitionists talked and acted. But I mever ook no

‘paine to locate an underground railroad station.

"'spite of all the talk and hard feelin's o’nr"th'
Pugitive Slave law as they called it, 'twant that that made
real trouble again., It was something nobody ever would have
thought of happenin'. It wuz the south tmyin' to c&l laves
inbo the land that had been made free in 1830 - Might as wel:
hev tried to git 'em into Illinods or niml d Iowa
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%% smartest and most popular man in the country, if I do say it -

Lg‘ fixt 1t up for them. Qame about this way. ” : :

:;' "Douglas had allus been interested in mvwf tm&*- '

- toryes opened up - wanted to see all the west c“ﬁ. ; 'Q

:@i ' now Kansas and Nebraska brought in -mnd a mma h ihu

= Pacifio - and hexhad & bill fixin' it - all right emuff - good

:; thinz - people wanted it - but along early in '54 h’n» found out

: his bill wan't like to git Shrough 1f he didn't ohange it so L
?Ll__ slaves could be taken in in oase the nttion wanted "‘u ' '
_‘l(:_ Well, you'd never thought he'd hev listened to that nlk -~ why |
E: ho himself hud said moreAn onot that the Missouri o:mﬂ.u -
% | thnt'- what they oalled the law makin' Nebragka free - wug 3
= saored - Yes air, that's the word he used saored, mﬂu |

the Omﬂ.tntibn.
"And then he puts in a bill that repeals it and

gongress passes it. ; .
"Well, you gould alwost heard a pin drop oug hm
when news of that Repeal first ocome amd then such an uj

a8 bust out - 3ame everywhere. Whole North mad - mhua' M‘ -
lote of Demoorats talkin' about leavin' the party. 'nmn
Douglas had to come out and explain. ‘hen he got %o | a

they tolled the b-ua ~ put orape on the door - Pirst cmm
tried to Salk up thcr- they hooted and kissed him Wll “ m
mad and told 'em %o g0 to Hell, he wuz gctn' to M.

When he went to a new town 0 speak hn m 1‘,' co
%0 see himeelf hangin' to a lamp post and when e
qmtry to see himsolf bein' burned alive. | W




-nu-t he seemed mhu ugur than cm.

81l sorts of names - 'fraitor’, 'Judas Iseariot’, maum
workin' for the Catholics. G

But you couldn't soare nmllllno Nore'n M hi oved e
& fight - loua to brinz peopls over to his side ﬂ mf"mng
doin' 1% too. He talked his way down from mnw h 2
SPringfield git¥in' stronger every day so they sald. pmm
‘an cm-nnt nobody could answer - the party ehilﬂ.

It wis Pair tive when be came here. REver m to m
of our gtate fairs? well, you've missed something. st

they sin't what they were back in the '50as. Mebbe I'm ”‘w
old but some way I don't seem %o enjoy 'em as I aid M

One thing's sure they don't have no such M" lﬂ ﬂ m
then. 7Take the time Douglas oame - seemed as ii

more I reakon. I kmow I would. ‘'Owant so m %ﬁ ,ﬁt

s here - he spoke three hours and they'd have 1 -

uu 1 reckon, as 'twas the way he put a :pon nu M
he walked in onto that platform so proud and aleg '  t ¥
have done anything for him - he wuz that mmuﬁ
®an. §toocky. wmur!u head. “bus

all thought he'd be soomer or later - rnum -
of the United states.

That day he came to the Fair to tell wh
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One thing he wuz mad - fightin' mad. You knew that a8 soon
as he began %o talk and you know. too, he didn't ihm any

t00 highly of those who were annonn' him.

Had a voice that 1lifted you up and carried you le'.
80 you didn't oare what he wuz sayin', you mm 80 u Mu .
%o 18. It oould be soft and mellow and it could roer ke
a bull. He roared a lot that day, stormin' up and down the
platform and shakin' his big busghy head '511 you obnlu'l | :
think of anything but a lion - wad and let 1oose. You ought
$0 have heard the orowd gheer him., He had us. Ue n’m‘m
sayin' he gouldn't be answered - that of course peoplo m
to JeMWn & right to deoide what kind of property they'd hﬁ
in a new state - Congress oucht never to have passed a law
takin! that right away. I believed it - t11l I heard
Mr, Lincoln next day, ' |

"Yes, it wuz Mr, Lincoln tho] put up to angwer h&‘.
A a.MALb ‘
He wuz baock in the party now r

minute he'd heard about that Repeal he said 'Boys mw
else over would have brought me bagk imto polities, but ﬂ'" -
got to fight this or we're go!.ng to have slavery .il mm

this ocountry. If you oan take it into toru ad e m
tke way xobrma Wuz you can take it into Illinoi

they ggt 1% into liebraska - like as mot we'll un h m
‘em get it into IMdinois.'’ v

"He began right off to write ;xtxdxan‘lb't ;
papers and make speeche but I hadn't paid ﬂ sz’
Pirst time I heard hir wus when he untvorla’ff‘f‘ffj1




‘wasn't kr. Lincoln ag I'd been figgerin' m- GW

feelin' & little sorry for him. Didn't omwm.
wany like me. What could you expest of a m m '
like :.tmm. answering 3 big man l.m :

He hadn't been talkin' any time at all Nﬁn IM

the Mr, Linooln I'd heard speak time and time
politioal weetin's. This wuz a big man - & man r M*
know. e wam't pokin' fu:, wan't tellin' stories. me Wus
arguin' and the more he talked the bigger lu um.?
Don't you kmow how you feel vm somebody ooms

along and challenges the best fighter in M »~_'m ‘m’
allus put your money on, and you see rlgh& uwjh

‘punch your man sin't used to - don't knmow hw
m-.' Well, Mr, Lincoln hadn't talked n m.t Q
I saw he knew how %o hit and where to hit S
Douglas and I see too that Mnllml Y
and didn't like - made Ml mad - nn'n
right there on the phlm and tﬂn u
man in a fight untnl.

“Dian's bosher ur. Mn o i D

'mn um betore mobody sonid m




She right to take in or keep out of a state any m st
property./ !hur business. They oughter de am-s
That's all Fight, Nr, Iimcoln said wheu youm 1 ‘]fj_; late
oyster beds or hogs or oranbery bon. but it aint
talkin' about men. If *ccro is a man you cml’i UM Wr
like you do hogs! > You ought to have hqau tho tm '
when he said that.

"I% wuz ourious the way he passed over a lw yougla
#aid - give 7ou an idea he wan't goin' to waste mm ﬁ
he didn't think necessary to what he wuz drh&a' at - ﬂ :
ssw clear as day that what he wuz drivin' at wuz Ihﬂ wﬂ
we stopped slavery spreadin' it wuz goin' to be m m !h
country and that mustn't be because slavery wuz wro

"And he made you feel it wug wrong. Mn ac
you of sin fer not comin' out gayin' so hoM 1like h& m
doin' no matter if they ddd call you nozsumn ww

/
wanted a ntuct wife.

"But the most surprisin’' thing wus his mot bein'
afraid of pouglas - not afraid to grab um-u mmn :
more'n that you knew he wasn't goim' to be mm' .
he had fought the thing to a finish - He wus in 1% m

He wuz goin' to break Douglas' argument or dte n

"1 wan't the only ome that went hom
bothered in my mimd. Day um xwm
m ~ 811 oot up um um my oandidat:




"*5‘!:11 of '58 that big fight cams off and when it wuz mr

~oussion down in Congress and matural emuff he resd

.ﬂ“ got it 'hﬂzht out .80 far's he wuz
g_smﬂ" & any nnh-: - and m tw_‘ rie

and wan't long before he wuz tryin' %o get rid of debat: n’
with Nr., Lineoln, ‘ el
"But twant any use. Mr, Lincoln z«um hﬁ"l-'
allus after him - poundin' so hard you began to M
aom for hil - him a ghampion havin' to pay at

man who hadn't any record - never had won a big m ﬂ
his 1ife. : i

"Well you know how it came out. rook ur. N

four years %o get Douglas faoce to face fer a rul .hw‘mg j‘ il

Illinois had a new ghampion.

"Puzsled Be o 1o¥ abous what het heppened e e -

What made him all of a sudden a big man - him that t'l m :

lookin' at as a failure, 1It's olear as day to me ‘now tmﬁ;&m A
five years or so when he wuz goin' around, workin' at ﬂw 5
law, something wuz happenin' that guo him a ‘big u, al

He didn't see it then - reokon he felt bithr and amm
soometimes seein’' Douglas Roin' shead so fast and ht m
aside. But boin' out of politice give hinm tm W ﬁ;‘_;
study things over. He'd been followin' that llm ﬂh

thet went on after he got out. studied it mm., n" 1]

Herndon esid - never €0t exoited sbout 1t - wm
anything - just studied 1t - makin’ up his mind
eountzy ought $o0 4o - whether it ought ever %o i,







