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April 16, 1928 ' ’

My, Joseph TNenjamin Oakleaf : ‘
Terrace Hill
Moline, 111,

My dear i v* Qakloaf:

y This is the firet moment I have had to .
reply to your letter of April 4 « please forgive me,

Yes, I did write somethiag last £1l1l on Mdry Todd
Lincolu = a couple of artinles whiah were rublished in the
Pebruary and lareh numbers of The Lodiee' Home Jourmal, I am

having some of them cut cut and pasted up ard I will be glad to
send you a copy. :

My articles ave nothing at =211l final, but they are a ‘
digest of what [ havae sollested up to date, As long as Robert
Lincoln lived I never cared to say much about lary Tedd Lincoln,

: In prepering for the articles I went to lexington for sever|
al days, trying to Batiefy nyself about the eanvironment of lary Todd
88 a8 young girl. One thing I 444 do down there, which was more ime
portant than anything I wnearthed for uy article, wae to put Katheri
Heln, a ujece of lary Todd Lincoln e or would you call it a halfe ‘

niece? « her mother, lMrs, Ren Farder l'elm was a half sister - in tou
with larper Drothers.

|

i

8he has been writing, with the permission and help, I undere
stand, of I re. Robers Lincoln, a life of Mary Todd, using in it her
mother's correspomience and a diary which Mrs. Helm claims to have |
written when she was in the "hite liouse during the Civil war., I paii
my vespects to the lelms, but was very eareful not to poach on Miss
Helm's preserves. "hea I found she was having trouble with her pube
lisher, I asked her rermiseion to write $o0 Nr* Briges, the book edite:
at Har 8¢ I at once wrote i'v, Briggs, telling {hat so far as

I knew was theonly person that had a chance of really getting in
with the Helms,

~

1t wae a matter of personality and I knew he could do it,
if anyvody could., I was right, for he has the book, and sold the
serial righte to MeCallls. <he articles wiil bsgun, 28 perhaps you



. already know, in Yay.
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1 am looking for much fresh material.

ecured an article for ileClure's
jghed cevtain letters. Probably
k = of couree they should.

Thivty yearl'ago 18
magaszine, and in thet she publ
these letters will re-appesr in the boc¢

i suppose you have seen Lrs, Morrow's book which she

e2lls an appreciation. 1 wish you would tell me just how it
2t *Phrever Free" was a well

strikee ycu., 1 agree with you th
done a grest desl of nonest study

written piece of work. She hae
of Lincoln, but is a fiction writer -« really doesn't wish to be

anything €ise, and it 18 & littils nard on those of us who are
oticklers for facts and who are trying to understand the thoughtse

and feelinge of Abraham Lineoln, to have novelists twisting him
to Lheir purposee.

ghe has a splendid title for her ¢
ralive Towayd Hone." 4

ortheoning book, "yith

Ceoraially yours




