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MR. LINCOLN AND THE CAMPAIGN OF 1860.

On May 19, 1860, an evening train from Chicago
brought to Springfield, Ill., a company of distinguish-
ed=-looking strangers. They were expected evidently,
ro:" as they stepped from their coach cannon were fired,
rockets set off, bands played, and enthusiastic cheer-
ing went up from a crowd of walting people. A long
and noisy procession accompanied them to their hotel
and later to a modest two-storied house in an un=
fashionable part of the town. The gentlemen whom the
citizens of Springfield received with such demonstra-
tion formed the committee, sent by the Republican
National Convention to notify Abraham Lincoln that
the day before he had been nominated as its candidate
for the Presidency of the United States.

The delegation had in its number some of the most
distinguished workers of the Republican party of that
day:=- Mr. George Ashmn, Samuel Bowles, and Governor
Boutwell of Mass., William M. Bvarts of New York,
Judge Kelley of Pennsylvenia, Hrl. Carrter of Ohlo,
Francis P. Blair of Mo., the Hon. Gideon Wells of
Gonn., Amos Tuek of New Hampshire, Carl Schurz of
w:.aoonain.. Only a few of these gentlemen had ever
seen Mr. Lincoln and to many of them his nomination had
been a bitter d:lsappoi.ntnam.’.

8ince Washington's day there had never, in thelr
Judgment, been a time when a great man was so much
needed to lead a political party. The convention
which had jJust nominated Mr. Lincoln had adopted a
platform declaring that the normal condition of all
the territory of the U. 8. is that of freedom, and



denying that the authority of Congress, of a terri-

torial legislation, or of any individual could 511@
g_logal existence to slavery in such territory. This
%pﬂnoipls was in direct opposition to that held in the
£ Southern states, and the South did not hesitate to
gdeclaro that if the Republicans succeeded in electing

1T

— a president who would enforce their platform that it

1

3 would leave the Union. The vital importance of the

p

Eprinoiple at stake, the confusion and struggle sure
Qto arise from the party's success, made it important
%tmt a great statesman be nominated. The party be-
G .
= lieved it had one such statesman in Wm. H. Seward of
S New York; but Mr. Seward had been defeated in the
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convention, and Mr. Lincolm, a man of almost no ex-

perience in Pederal affailrs and of no reputation out-
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side of his state~-save for a series of able ipooohoé
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Q on the slavery question, had been chosen. What could
D

E’) this untried men do in leading them in their fight
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§to re-establish the prineiples of the Declaration of
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Union?
As the committee filed into Mr. Lincoln's simple
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home there was a sore misgiving in more than one
heart, and as Mr. Ashmun, their chairman, presented

to him the letter notifying him of his nomination
and with it the platform

whiech the Convention had adopted, they eyed their
candidate with eritical keenness. He was tall,

6 feet 4 inches, with huge hands and feet and a
peculiar lankness of limb. His shoulders drooped
as he stood, giving his form a look of irresolution.

His smooth shaven face seemed of bronze as he lis-
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Dut one more IOrmailivy now remainod TO0 corplete
the ceremony of Abraham Lineoln's nomination to the
presidency,- his lelter of acceptance. This was
soon written. The candidates of the opposing parties
all sent out letiters of acceptance in 1860 which were
almost political platforms in themselves. Lincoln
declded to muke his merely an acceptance with an ex-
preasion of his intention to stand by the party's |
deelaration of principles. He held himself rigidly
to this deecision, his first address to the Republican
party being scarcely 150 words in length. Though so
short he preparsd it ‘Iri.‘ih painstaking attention,

a Interview with Dr. Newton Bateman, of Galesburg, Ill.

even carrying it vwhen finished to a Springfield fLriend,
Dr. Newton Bateman, the State Superintendent of Edu-

sation for correection.

In 1859 every Horth-

ern state in whiech

an election had been
held, seve four (Col-

iforuia, Orege
New York, and
Island) had gone

Republican.

Rhode
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gave was far from uncertain. With the tables of the :
popular vote since 1856 before him he reckoned his
chances. 24 States out of the 33 which then formed

the Union had taken part in the Chi cago convention.
These 24 States held of the 303 electoral
votes to be east. On how many of them could he de-

Wi
pend? In 1856 the first time thel party had appeared

in a presidential econtest it had secured for Fremont

11 State?; e States which went for Fremont in
1856 were Connecticut, Towa, Maine, Ivlassacmsetts,

Michigan, New Hampshire, New York, Ohio RIE@_}

Island, Vermont, Wiscons 14 electoral votes,

On these Lincoln felt he still could ecount. But

that was not enmgh, nor was it all the Republieans
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claimed. The growth of the party had been steady amd
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_( vigorous since 1856, and the whole country saw that
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}\ Q{ﬁ , the certain States. It gave him 169 - a respectable
majority of the 303 which the electorsal college

vould ecast.

The tables were in his favor; but that was not
i :

M\‘

all in the situation which encouraged him.
IR Ut (b i b s rE)

mf&i—l&n—to—duq;naaing Lineoln saw that

as his nomination in Chicago had been largely the

result of disagreement among the Re ublicans so there

was a possibility of his election being the result

of quarrels among the Demoerats. The-situation in-
(5)



the Pemeeratie—party at-that moment was in faet
fatal to-—sueeess. The national econvention had met
in Charleston, South Carolina, on April 23. From
the- opening, the sessions were stormy. They wrangled
over-seats;over ruales; over the platform, over can-
didetes, One vital difference divided the body.
The South was determined t at a platform should be
adopted stating unequivoeally that slaves wouléd be
carried into the Territories and that neither Con-
gressional nor Territorial legislation could inter-
fere with them. The Democraecy of the North was de-
termined to adopt a platform in whieh Douglass's
doetrine of popular sovereignty was the céntral
plank. The time had been when the South had heen
thoraighly satisfied with the Douglas theory: that
it was not so now was ave largely to Lineoln
himself. He had discovered that Douglas in present-

ing his attraective dogma that the people of the

States should he left to reg late teir domestie

Areaqi] Jansjjad 96s]100 Ausuba||v ‘¥¥6T-068T ‘UONIBII0D [18CEL "N Bl 8YL "TTOZ ‘abew) [enbig

eoneerns in their own way subjeet only to the Con-
stitution gave one interpretation in the South, an-
other in the North. Knowing that Tllinois would
hever eonsent to the doetrine ag the South understood
it, nor the Scuth to the Northern notion, Toneoln

foreed Douglas in 1858 in a Debate at Miney, Il-

Ainois, * to explain his meaning, Tllinois was sat-

* Soe MeClure's Magazine for-
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isfied with the explanation but the South saw the

deseit. Trom the day of the Muiney Debate Douglas's

power in the South deelined. When the Charleston

Convention met the Southern Demoerats were fully
determined to defeat the man who had 80 nearly per-
suaded them to a doetrine whigh he interpreted aec-
sording to the prejudiees of the section in whieh he
spoke. When a Douglas platform was adopted by the
Convention they withdrew. The upshot of this se-
cession was that the two factions salled fresh eon-
vent ions to meet in Baltimore in June. There the
Northern Demoeraey nominated as its candidates
Douglas and Johnson. A few dars later the Southern
Demoerats named 3reekinrid~-e and Lane.

Thus when Lineoln was nominated his é;;biﬁif“
/]
were divided. The opposition to him wasg still fur-
ther weakensd by the appearance of a sporadic party
the Constitutional Union whieh in a vague and general
platform shirked the very preecise and vital question
at issue and deelarcd Rimeddy for "the Constitution
of the eountry, the Union of the States and the en-
foreement of the laws. This party had nominated
Bell and Everett, known as the " carw Ticket"
because "the hind part was the stronger."
The tables were in his favor. If his own party

8tood by him, he felt sure of his election. There
was every sign that it would. "So far as I ean

learn® he wrote his friend Washiurne a few davs

after the Convention, "the nominations start well

everywhere; and, if thev get no baek-set, it would
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peem as if they were going through."

The "start" of the nominations had in fact been
) very good. Nothing more jubilant could have been
econceived than the reception given Lincoln's name in
the Northwest. "There won't be a tar barrel left in
Illinois tonight," said Douglas then in Washington to
his senatorial friends who asked him when the news of
® the nomination reached him "Who is this man Lincoln
anyhow?". Douglas was right. Not only the tar

went up in the fire of rejoicing.

The demonstraticns in the Middle States and in
'the Bast were hardly less exultant. There was a
striking difference in them, however. In_the North-
west it was the candidate, in the rest of the countré
the platform and the probability of its suecess which
inspired the popular outbursts. And this was in-
evitalle, so 1ittle wes Lincoln known outside of his
own part of the country. The orators at the ratifi-
cation meetings of the Bast found it necessary to )
"look up his hisgory to tell their audiences who he
S Was. The newspapers printed blographical sketches,
and very mecagre ones they were; for up to this time
almost no details of his life had been published.
These facts filled many a serious-minded Republican
with dismay. To them there seemed but one explana-
tion for the cheice of Lincoln over the heads of 80
many more experienced and distinguished men--it had
been a political trieck born of the sentiment "Anything
to beat Seward."™ "I romember," says a Republican of
1860, "that when I first read the news on a bulletin

= Interview with Senator H. L. Dawes.
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board as I came down atreet in Philadelphia that I
experienced a moment of intense physical pain, it was
as though som? one had dealt me a heavy blow over the
head, thon my strength failed me. I believed our
cause was docmed.'?

The opposition press found in Lincoln's obscurity
abundant editorial material, Hs wes a "tuhird-rate
country lawyer, poorsr even than Mr. Pierce,®™ said
the New York Herald. Of course, he would be a
*nullity® Af he were eleoted; How could & man be
otherwise who had never done anything but deliver 2
few loctures and got himself beaten by Douglas in the
campaign of *88. They hooted at his%eoarse and
clumsy Jokes,'.declared that he "could not speak good
grommar,® and that o1l (for whdeW he was really dis-
tinguished was rail-splitting, running & “"broad-horn,"
and bYoaring the sobfiquet of "honest old Abe." The
snobbishness of the country came out in full. He

was not 2 gentleman; that is, he did not know how to

n Interview with Dr. Curtis, of Washington.
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wear clothes, perhaps sat at times in shirt slesves,
tilted back his chair. He sould quote neither ILatin
nor Greek, had never travelled, had no pedigree.

The Republicaggﬁizﬁk up the zauntlet. To the
charge that he would be a2 "mullity" the Tribune re-
plied “A man who by his own genius and force of
character has raised himself from being & penniless
and unedueated flat hoatman on the Wabash River to
the posgition Mr, 1inecln now ocoupies‘is not likely
to be a mullity anywhere." And Pryant answered all
the sneering by 2 noble editorial in whieh he elaimad
Mr. 1ineoln to be "A Real Pepresentative Man." In-
rcmerable artieles headed “"Honest 014 Abe" were
ublighed and the flat-boat, the loz-eabin, the
rail were held aloft valiantlyv as emblsms of whiech
to be proud.

Nsvertheless the eagerness with whieh the Re-
publiecan press hastened to show thzt Tineoln was not
the coarse backwoodsman the Democrats painted him
showed how ruch they wineed under the eharzes. Re-
porters were sent West to deseribe his home, his
family, and his habits, in order to prove that he
did not live in "low Hoosier style," They told with
graeat satisfaction that he wore daily a broadeloth
suit "almost elezant," they descried his modest
home as a "mansion" and "an elegant two-story dwell-
ing," they never failad to note that lrs. Lineoln

spoke Treneh fluently and that he had a son in Har-

vard College.
(When they eculd with reasonable eertainty eon-



g_neot him with the Lincolns of Hingham, Mass., they
Sheralded his "good blood” with pride and marshalled
2 the Lincolns who had distinguished themselves in the
};hutory of the country.

Among the common people of the country the jeers
gtlﬂt Lincoln was but a rail-splitter was a spur to

Y

Zenthusiasm. Too many of the solid men of the North
thd swung an axe, too many of them had passed from
Z1og hut to mansion, mot to blaze with indignent
sympebhy when the party was taunted with nominating
'a backwoodsman. The rail became their emblem and
their rallying cry, and the story of the rail fence

199]10D (139
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Lincoln had built a feature of every canpaign speech
and every country store discuss ioﬁ. In a week after
his nomination twe rails declared to have been split
Lincoln were on exhibition in New York and certain

g

zealous Pennsylvanians had sent to Macon, Ill., asking
to buy the whole fence and have it shipped Bast. It
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‘was the rail which decorated campaign medals, in-

1

spired campaipgn songs, appeared in canpaign cartbonl.

1eiq

< There was something more than a desire to "stand by
the candidate" in the enthus:la.lﬁ. At bottom it was
a popular vindication of the American way of making
a man.

More important to Lincoln than any popular en-
thusiasm was the ratification given his nomination
by the rival candidates. What would they do? The
whole % held its breath until Seward was heard

W
from. No,man hewever could have taken a ecrushing



defeat more nobly. He was at his home in Auburn,
New York, on May 18, the day of the homination, and
when the news of Lincoln's success was brought him,
his informer told him that there was not a Republican

to be found in town who had the heart left to write

an editorial for the Daily Advertiser approving the
nomination.. Seward smiiingly took hls pen and wrote
the following paracraph, which appeared that evening:-
"No truer exposition of the Republican ereed
eowld be given, tharn tlhie platform adopted by the
Convention eontzins. No truer or firmmer defenders
of the Republican faith ecould have been found in the
Union, than the distvinguished ¢ c¢steemed e¢itizens on
whom the honors of the nomination have fallen.
Their election, we trust by a decisive majority,
will restore the Tovermment of the U, S, to its Con-
stituwtional & ancient course, Let the watch-word
of tne Republiean party be 'Union & Liberty,' & on-
ward to vietorvy,"

A fow days later ne went tv Washinton where a
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number of digappointed and rebellious Republieans
called upon nim to Wd their oondolence. "Mr,
Seward," they said, "We¢ cannot accept this situation,
Ye want you to bolt the nomination 2nd mun on an in-
dependent tiexet."

Mr, Seward smiled: “Gentlemen," he said, "Your
zeal outruns yvour aiscretion. There are many of you
giving this adviee now, say perhaps 300. Two weeks
nenee there would be 150 and the next week fifty,

After that only William H. Seward. Yo, gentlemen,

the Republican party was not made for William H,

(12)



Seward but Mr, Seward if hs ig worth any thing for
the Republiean party and I believe T have still work
to do, I must tnerefore decline to aceept your ad-
viee. I have had some experisnce of thig kind.
T ran once as a candidate for the nomination 6o the
Governorship of New York; 1 was cdefeated; my friends
wanted me to boli and run independently, but 1 de-
.olined. My opponent who had received the nomina-
tion, was defeated in the slection. T weuld have
besn defeated. Anolher year 1 did receive’ the nom-
ination and I was elected, but if 1 had eonsented in
the first place to bolt the regilar nominee I would
never have received the nomination regularly a sec-
ond time and so would never have been Governor of
New York." X
fle wrote Lincoln very soon eongyetulating him
and promising support. So did the other leading
rivals. The letters were grateful:to Lincoln "Hold-

ing myself the humblest of all thuse whose names
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were before the Convention," he wrote Chase, "I feel
in special neea of the assistance of all; and I am
glad - very glad - of the indieation that you stand
ready."

With these conFrau;lationa and promises of sup-
port from his rival} came others {rom men not less

known. Joshua Giddings wirote Lincoln an admirable

SR -

[N
% GSenator H, 1, Dawes in interview ecorrected by him and published
with his permission.

(13)
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lotter OM:

*Dear Lineoln: Yo:t':.'re nominated. You will bde
elected., After your election, thousands will crowd
arcund you, eleiming réwards for services rendered.
I, too, have my eclaims upon yaiu. I have not worked
for your nominstion, .nor for that of any other man.
T have labored for the establishment of principles;
and when men eame to me asking my opinion of you,

T only told then, 'Lirﬂlcoln is an honest man,' All

1 esk of you in return for my services is, meke my

statement pood throngh yoaur administration. Yours,

AIDPINES, ¥ g‘
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Lincoln soon saw not only that the strong men
of his party were supporting him, but that they were
working Marmoniously in an exeellent organization.
The Republicans all agreed with the Tribune that "the
election of Mr. Lincoln though it could not be ac-
complished without work was eminently a thing that
could be done,"” and they set themselves vigorously to
do 1t. As the party was composed largely of young
men who felt that the cause was worthy of their best
efforts, great zest and ingenulty was thrown into the
campaigning. Arrangements were immediately made for
& systematic stumping of the whole country. The
speakers engaged were of a very high order, among them
being Sumner, Seward, Chase, Cassius M. Clay, Greeley,
Stavans; Many of the spoeches were of more than
usual drgmatic intoraat; Such was Sumner's great
speech at Cooper Institute, July 11, on "The Origin,
Necessity & Permanence of the Republican Party." It
was the first speech Sumner had made in public since
the attack on him in the Senate in 1886, and attracted
immense attention. Seward made aa-dnbonded EFip
through the Wes% speaking sometimes. several times a
day for five weeks. No one worked harder than Carl
Schurz. "I began speaking shortly after the Conven-
tion," Mr. Schurz writes in answer to an inquiry, -
Pand econtinued until the day of the election, making
from one to three speeches, with the exception of
about ten days in September when I was so fatigued
that I had to stop for a little while. I spoke in
both English and German, under the auspices of the
National Committee and not only in the larger towns
but frequently also in country districts." No
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advising you tovwote for the rail-splitter,” the re-
verse to buy somebody's soap, or tea, or wagons.

Hundreds of trivial little objects aided in
keeping Lincoln before the people. Thus there was
a Lincoln canned tomato, an 01ld Abe chewing tobacco,
and numbers of patriotic cards and envelopes. One
of the best of the latter was decorated across the
top and left side with a rail-fence along which was
inscribed "The fence that Abe built."

Campaign songs set to familiar airs were sung on
every hand. Many of these never had more than a
local vogue, but others were sung generally. One of
the most ringing was B. C. Stedman's "Honest Abe of
the West" sung to the air of "Star Spangled Banner."

"Then on to the holy Republican strife!

And again, for a future as fair as the morning

Por thofaako of that freedom more precious than °

life
Ring oﬁt the grand anthem of Liberty's warningl
Lift the banner cn high,while from mountain
and plain,
The cheers of the people are sounded again;
Hurrah! for our cause--of all causes the best!
Burrah! for 0ld Abe,Honest Abe of the West!"
One of the campaign songs which will never be for-
gotten was Whittier's The Quakers are Out:- ‘

"Give the Tlags to the winds! |

Set the hills all aflame!

Make for the man with

the triarch's name!

Awey with misgiving -~ away

with all doubt,

For Lincoln goes in when the

Quakers are outl"

In many of the states great rallies were held at
central points, at which scores of Wide Awake clubs
and a dozen popular speakers were present. The most
enthusiastic of all these was held in Mr. Lincoln's
own home, Springfield, on August 8. Fully 75,000
people gathered for the celebration, by far the

greater number coming across the prairies on horseback
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or in wagons. A procession eight miles long filed
by Mr. Lincoéln's door. It <could not—have—been

of them comically ingenious. Then the Springfield

Woolen Mills sent outK n a wagon a power loom run by
steam which during t?é progession wove several yards
of jean c¢loth and nﬁde it up into 2 pair of trousers,
which were presenpéd te Mr. Lincoln at the end of
the-celebrations/

Mr. BE. B. Washburne, who was with Mr. Lincoln
in Springfield that day, says of this mess meeting:
"It was one of the most enormous and impressive
gatherings I had ever witnessed. Mr. Lincoln, sur-
rounded by some intimete friends, sat on the balcony
of his humble home. It took hours for all the dele-
gations to Tile before him, and there was no token of
enthusiasm wanting. He was deeply touched dy the
manifestations of personal and politieal friendships,
and returned all his salutations in that off-hand and
kindly mamer which belonged to him. T know of no
demonstration of 2 similar character that can compare
with it except the review by Napocleon of his army for
the invasion of Russia, about the same season of the

year in 1812.%

From May until November the work for the ticket went
on steadily and ardently. Mr. Lincoln during all
this time remained quietly in 8pringfield. The con-
spicuous position in which he was placed made al-ost.
no difference in his simple 11ro; He was the same
genlal, accessible, modest men as ever, his habits

as unpretentious, his friend-
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(26)

lingss as great. The crnief outward change in his
daily round weas merely one of @arters. It Nt
seemed to his friends that neither his home nor his
dingy law offiece was an appropriate place in wnieh
to receive hig visitors and they arranged that a
room in the State Hause which stoocd on the village
green in the esnter of tihe town be put at his dis-
posal., lle came down to this oirfiece every morning
abaut & o'eloek almost always stopping on his way in
his old cordial fashion to ask Lne news or exchange
& glory when he metl an acyuaintance. Frequently he
went Lo the posi-office himself before going to his
office and came out his arms loaded with letters and
papeirrs.

e had no regular hours for vigitors, there was
no eeremeony for admittance w0 his presence. People
came when they would. Usually they found the door
open, if it was not, it was Mr, Lincoln's own voice
wiich answered, come in, to their knoek. These
vigitors vwere a strange medley of th@l curious, the
intgrested and tne {riendly. Many came simply to
seve nim to say tney had shaken hands with him; num
bers t¢ ury to find out what his polier would be if
clected, others to wish him siccess. All day long
the, ['lled in and ut leaving him some days no time
ffor hisg corrcegpondence wnieh every day grew larger,
He gecemed never Lo be in-a urry never to lose
patisnee though his table was piled high with mail,
nis room erowdea with visitora. Me even faund time

to give frequent sittings to the artists sent from
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(“)IJRM" various parts of the eount
\ \1 P ry to paint him. Among
those who eame in the summer after the nomination
were Ba;;f, of Boston, Hicks, of s \s‘f\m‘
Conant, of St. Louis, Wright, of Mobile, Brown * of
ﬂluﬁd%hilndolphia, Jones, of cincinnatk Mr., Lincoln took
| the kindliest interest in these men, and later when
" President did more than one of them a friendly turn,
thus in \\J\Q,IJ 4, 1865 he wrote to Seward in regard
to Jones and Piatt, that he had "some wish" that they
might have "some of those modeate sized eonsulates
which fasilitate artists 2 little in their profes-
gion." They in their turn never forgot him and no-

where do we get plessanter pictures of Mr, Lineoln

——— — ——r— e ——

in thia period than I‘z-om tlﬁair Jou rn:}s/ "‘/1tt'.imgr

over their easele by the hour in the arner of his \g
office assigned them they ean get. many glimpses :lnt.o

.,_.J'

he man's zreat heart, 0 m;
Lt - ¥ e 3
mmmm—m;vs My,

Au;us\f* of 1860 painted Mr, Lincain's portrait, o

. Jagper Conant who in

=

"when eh\\&iren approached he was a\ehild himself

asain. One\afternoon, when none but ‘ou rselves were

present, he busy with his eorrespondened\ and I with

my work, a ragge barefooted boy erept soifly up

r'g ' 8 ey r

il - mn\tmgﬂ’ with AbMahge-Tincoln' printed in the Liber
‘ ri 5 4
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various partc of the country td paint him. Among
ghose who came in the summer after the nomination
were Barry, of Boston, Hicks, of New York, Conant,
of 8t. Louis, Wright, of Mobile, Brown,? and Atwood,
of Philadelphia, Jones, of Cineinnati. Mr. Lincoln
took the kindliest interest in these men, and later
vhen President did more than one ¢f them a friendly
turn; thus in March 1865 he wrote to Seward in regard
to Jones end Piatt, thaf he had "some wish" that they
might have "some of those moderate sized consulates
which facilitate artists a little in their profes-
sion." They in their turn never forgot him. Bit-
ting over their easels by the hour in the corner of
his office assigned them they can get many glimpses
into the man's great heart, and nowhere do we get
pleasanter pictures of Mr. Linccln in this pericd than
from their Journala;

To those who cbserved Mr. Lincoln clcsely 2s he

received his visitors one thing was spparent: he
alvays remsined master c¢f the 52§$g§iﬁinn. While

his visitors told him a great deal, they learned
nothing from him which he did not wigh to give. The
following observation of & casual caller late in the
sutumn of 1861 illustrates wvery well what happened
almost every day in his office:

*"While talking to two or three gentlemen and
standing up, a very Bard looking customer rolled in
end tumbled into the only vacant chair amnd the one
lately occupled by Mr. Lincolan. Mr. Lincoln's keen
eye took in the faet, but gave no evidence of the
notice. Turning around at last he spoke to the cdd
specimen, holding out his hand at such 2 distance that
our friend had to vacate the chair if he accepted
the proffered shake. Mr. Lincoln gquietly resumed
his chair. It was a small matter, yet one giving
proof more positively than a lamger event of that
)o::&iar way the men has of mingling with a mixed
crowd.

"'He cohverses fluently on all subjects, illus-
trates everything by a merry aneecdote, of which arti-
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cle he has an abundant supply. I said on all sub-
Jects. He does not talk politics. He passes from
that gracefully the moment it is introduced. Hun-
dreds seek him every week tc get his opinion on this
or that subject. He has a jolly way of disposing

¢l that matter by saying, 'Ahl you hav'n't read my
speeches. Let me make you a present of my speeches.'!
And the earnes:t inquirer finds himself the happy
possessor of some old documents.'" =

Among his dailly visitors there were usually men
of eminence irom North ar south; He received them
all with perfect nimmliéity and always even on his
busiest days found a moment to turn away from them
to greet old friends who had known him when he kept
grocery in New Salem or acted as deputy-surveyor of
Sangamon countye. One day as he talkod‘to a company
of distinguished strangers an old lady in a big sun-
bonnet, heavy boois and short skirts walked into the
office., She carried a package wrapped in brown paper
and tied with a white string. As soon as Mr. Lin-
coln saw her he lefi the group, went to meet her aﬁd

# Prom the "Stete Journal® November 26, 1860.



shaking her hand ecordially inquired for her "folks."
After a moment the old lady opened her package and
taking out a pair of co=rse wool soeks she handed
them to him. "I wanted to give you somethin' ', Mr,
Linkin," she said, "to teke to Washin:ton, and that's
@ll I hed. T spun that yarn and knit them soeks my-
gelf.," Thanking her warmly, Mr. Linesoln took the
socks and holding them up by the toes, one in each
hand, he turned to the astonished ecslebrities and
said 'in a voice full of kindly amusement, "The lady
got my latitude and lonzitude about right didn't

8¢, ;entlement"”

The old lady was not the only one, however, who
gave Mr. Lincoln something to earry to Washington.
Prom the time of his nomination gifts streamed in on
him. Many of these came in the fom of wearing ap-
parel. Mr, George Lincoln, of Brooklyn, who inguww.(.w
carried a handsome silk hat to Lincoln the gift of

the New York hatter said that in reeeiving the hat,

Mr, Lineoln laughed heartily over the gifts of cloth-
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ing he was réceiving and remarked to Mrs, Lincoln,

"Well, wife, if nothing else comes out of this
scrape, w.a are going W have some new clothes, are we
not."

To those who observed Mr. Lincoln superfiecially
in thyp period, it might have seemed that he was
doing nothing of any value to himself or to his
party. Certainly he was taking no active part in

the eampaizn. He was making no spesches - writing

no letters - giving no interviews. This poliey of

(21)
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silence he had adopted at the outset. The very
night of his nomination his townspeople in serenading
him haed called for a spesch, Standing in the door-
way of hls house he said to them that he did not sup-
posze the honor of such 2 visit was intended partlou-'
larly for himself as a private citizen, but rather '
to the represontative of a great party; that as to
nis position on the political questlons of the day

he could only refer them to Lhis previous speeches,
and he added:- "Fellow citizens and friends: The

time comes upén every public man, when it is best for
him to keep his lips closed. That time has come upon
na;'? When in August the monster mass meeting was
keld in Springfield every effort was made to persuade
Mr. Lincoln to speak. ALl he would conszent to do
was to appear and in & few werds excuse himself.

¥Up to the time he left for Washington to be inaugu-

rated, he kept his resolve.



Nor would he write letters explaining his po-
sition, or defending himéelf. 50 many letters were
received asking his politieal opinion that he found
it necessary soon after his nominetion to prspare a
form of reply to he sent out by his secretary:-

"Dear Sir: Your letter to Mr, Lineoln of -----, and
by whieh you seek to obtain his opinions én certain
politieal points, has been received by him. He has
received others of a similar character, but he also
has a greater rumber af the exaetly opposite charac-
ter. The latter elass Deseech him to write nothing
whatever upon any point of politieal doetrine. They
gay his positions were well known when he was nom-
inated, and that he must not now embarrass the can-
vass by undertaking to shift or modify them. He
regrets that he cannot oblige all, but you perceive
it is impossible for him t¢ do so.

Yours, ete., JNO. G. NICOLAY."
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To one gentleman who asked him to write some-

thing diselaiming all intention to interfere with

x Private letter to suthor from Herbert Post, Fort Worth, mexas.
Mr, Post was in the crowd which serenaded Mr, Lincoln,

(22)



‘Areaqi Jans|jad abs)j0d Ausybs||v ‘776 T-068T ‘U0NDSII0D [[3G L “IN 8Pl 8L "TTOZ ‘8bew] [enbid

slaves or slavery in the States, he wrote, "I have
already done this many many times; and it is in
print and open to all who will read. Those who will
not read or heed what 1 have alrecdy publiel& said
would not read or heed & repetition of it. If they
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be persuaded though one rose from the dead."

And to another eorrespondent who sussested that he

set forth his conservative views, he wrote:=-

% x x "I will not forbear from doin; so merely on

mnetilio and plueck. If I do finally abstain, it
will be hseause of apprehension that it would do
ham, For the good men of the fouth - and I regard
the majority of them ns sueh - I have no objection
to repeat seventy and seven times., But I have bad
man to deal with, both North and South; men who are
gager for someting new upon which to base new mis-
representations; men who wald like to frighten me,
or at least to fix upon me the character of timidity
and ecowardiece. hey would seize upon almost any
letter I could write as heinz an 'awful ecomins down.'
I intend keepinz my eye upon these gentlemen, and to
not unneecessarily put any weapons in their hands."

Nor would he ds:fend himself a;ainst the “ecem-
pa%gy_ttories' whieh appeared in rnumbers. One of
whiech his ehemies made which was that he had received
$200.00 for the Cdcper Union speseh in February 1860,
They elaiming that as it was a politieal speeeh 4nm
his own intersgt it was eontrarr to politieal ethiss
to acespt pay. Lincoln explained the affair in a
lotter to & gentleman who had been disturbed by it
and added:-

'I have made this explanation to you as & friemd
but T wish no explanation made to our enemies. What
they want is a squabble and a fuss, and that they emn

have if we explain; and they cannot have it if we
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don't." Another foolish tale whish eaused Linecoln's
partisans unrest was that when he was a member of
Congress he had charged several pairs of boots to
his stationery account and that they had been paid
for out of publie funds. One of Lineoln's friends
took the trouble to examine stationery aceount for
the Thirtieth Congress and to ypublish a certified
denial of the story.

Lincoln's silence and inaotivity were merely
external. As a matterd faet no one was busier than
he. No one was following more intently and thought-
fully the gradual development of the situation and
the daily fluetuation of opinion. 3y eorrespond-
snee, from te press, through his visitors mary of
whom eame to Springfield at his request, he kept
himself informed of how the campeign was going from
Maine to California. Whenever he feared a break in
the ranks he put in a word of warning or of adviee.
An example of this is the following letter - one
whieh has never before been given te the publie:-

"Springfield, Aug. 15, 1860,

"Dr, Wm, Fithian-~

"My Dear Sirs”

“I understand there is trouble in old
Vermilion about its next Representative to the Legie-
dature. I have learned nothing as to the grounds of
the difficulty; but I will bhe greatly obliged if you
will find a way of so adjusting it that we do not
lose that member. To lose Trumhill's re-election
next winter would be a great disaster. Please do
not let it fall upon us. I appeal to you because I
ean to no other with so mueh gonf idence. *

"Yours, as ever,
"A, LINCOLN,"

x The original of the letter is owned by Dr. P, H, Fithian of
Springfield, Ill., son of the addressee.

£34)



He warned Thurlow Weed that Douglas was "man-
aging the 38ll element with pgreat adroitness." He

e tioned Hannibal Hamlin against a break the latter

e
foared in Maine, “"Sueh 2 result as ycu seom to pre-
5 diet in Maine" - - - he wrote, "would, T fear, put
&
5 us on the dewn-hill track, lose us the State elee-
3 .
& tions in Pa. & Indiana, & probably ruin us on the
[
§ main turn in November."
H
= While he gave tha strictest attent ion to the
D
S prograess of the eleetions all over the count ry he
<
;—Jq managed to keep ahove loeal issuses and to hold him-
o
< self aloof from the personal euntests and rivalries
0
o
o~ within the party. Hig management of this kind of
(@)
'_8 ease, many of which 1t is ecrtein came to him is
H
[00)
8 shown in the fol'owingz mew letter:-
5
b *Privata.
> "Springfield, Ill.
% 'Au-_-_’;! ’1. 1860!
= "Hon. John ====-=-,
) "My dear Sir:
o "Wours of the 27th is duly received.
= It eonsists almost exelusively of a historieal detail
= of some local troubles among some of ocur friends in
B Pennsylvania, and I suppose its object is to guard
T me againgt forming 2 prejudiee against Mr, Med, I
@ have not heard near so muech upon that subjeet as you
— prebahly suppose; and I am slow to listen to erimina-
g #ions among friends, and never expose their quarrels
< on either side. My sincere wish is that both sides
will allow bygones to be bygones and look to the
present and future only. ¥
*Yours very truly,
S YA, LINCOLN,"

% The original of this letter is owned hy Mr. Charles Roberts, of
Philadelphia.

(28
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The reference in this letter is to Mr. A. K; McClure
of Philadelphia who, as chairman of the State Com~
mittee and leader of the more radical portion of ihu
Republican party of the state, was opposed by the
Caneron faction. Lincoln received many warnings
epeinst McClure. He took his own way to find out
ebout him and his work, as McQlure himself tells:-
"Some time toward mid-summer, when the campaign in
Pennsylvenia wes well'undor way, Devis and 8Swett en-
tered my headquarters together and handed me a lettir
from Lincoln, in which he said that these gentlemen
were greatly interested in hiselection--that they
were on Bast looking into the contest éénernlly, and
he would be pleased if I would furnish them every
facility to ascertain the condition of affairs in the
State. I was very glad to do so, and they spent two
days at my headquarters, where every information was
given them and the methods and progress of the or-
ganization opened to them without reserve. They‘zaw
that for the first time in the history of Pennsyl-
vanla politics the new party had bseen organized bﬁ
the 8tate Conmittee in every election district of the
State, and that everything that could be done had been
done to put the party in condition for a suceessful -
battle.

"After Davis and Swett had finished their work
and notified me of their purpose to leave during the
night, they invited me to a private dinner at which
none were present but ourselves. During the course
of the dinner Swett informed me that they were very
happy now to be able to tell me the real purpose of
their mission--that had their information been less
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satisfactory they wculd have returned without ad-
vising me of it. He said that they had been in;
structed by Lincoln tc come to Pennsylvania and ﬁako
personcl exemination into the condition of affairs,
especially as tc the efficiency of the party crgani-
zation of the State, and that his reason for doing
g0 wes that he hed been admonished that the direciton
of the campeign by the S8tate Committee was incompetent
and likely to result in disaster. They added that,
inasmuch as their answer te Lincoln must be that the
organization waes the best that they had ever known in
any State, they felt entirely at liberty to disclcse
to me why they had come and what the result of their

inquiry wes."
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In Tact Lincoln kept in perfect touch with the
progress of his party from May toc November and was
able to say at any time with accuracy jJust what his
chances were in sach B8tate. He seems at no time to
have had any sericus fear that héuggtig*%e defeated.

There was a traglc side to this very certainty
of election which Linecoln felt deeply. In the Con~
vention whieh had nominated h&ng 9 States of the Union
had not been represented. If ﬁﬁ”ﬁ:;% elected these
8tates would hnvgfg3 voice in his choice. He knew
that he was pledged to a platform whose principles
these States stigmatized as “deception and fraud" and
that if elected he must deny what they oclaimed as
rights. He knew that in at least one State, Alabama,
the legislature two months before his nomination had
pledged itself by an almost unanimous vote in case
of hds election to call a convention to consider what
should be done for "the protection of their rights,
interests and honor." He knew that numbers of in-
Tluential Southern men were repeating daily with Iﬁ.
L. Jencey, "I want the cotton states precipitated in
a revolution,® or declaring with Iir. Crawford of
Georgia, "We will never submit to the inauguration of

a Black Republican President." He-saw repeated evi-
Prom May to November he watched anxiously for

every sien that the South was preparing to meke good
the threats with which its orators were inflawing
their audiances, which & hostile press relterated
day by day, whien teemed in his mail, and which
brought scores of timorous men to Springfield to ad-
viso and warn him.  How seriouswas it all?  He did
his utmoat Qo.diaeovur;-\HMx

b -



Prom May to November he watched anxiously for
every sign that the South was preparing to make good
the threats with which 1ts oratiors were inflaming
their audiences, which a hostile press ralterated
day by day, which teemed in his mail, and which
brought scores of timorous men to Springfield to ad-
vise and warn him. How seriouswas it all? He did

his utmost tc discover;

Digital Image, 2011. The Ida M. Tarbell Collection, 1890-1944, Allegheny College Pelletier Library



cover;, sven writing in Oetober to an army officer to
find out ow mueh truth there was in the report of
disaffection in a Western fort. His letter which
has only reeently come to light is an excellent ex-
ample of his quiet met.od of getting at the facts in
a situation.X®

"Irivate & Confidential 4

"Springfield Ills. Oct 26, 1860,
"Maj. David Hunter: '

"My Dear Sir:

"Your very kind letter of the 20th
wag duly received, for which, please accept my _
thanks. I have another lettsyr from a writer un-
known to me, sa’ing the officers of the Army at Fort
Kearny, have determined, in ease of Republican sue-
eess, at the approaching Presicential election, to
take themselves, and the arms at that point, South,
for the purpose of ruesistance to the overnment,
While 1 think there are many ehanees to one that
this is a hum-bug, it cccurs to me that any real
movement of this sort in the army would leak out and
beeome known to you - In such ease, if it would not
be unprofessional, or dishonorable (of whieh you are
to be judge) 1 shall be mueh obliged if you will ap-
prize me of {t.

"Wours very truly

"Maj . David Hunter, *A. LINCOLN,"
"Port Leavenworth,
"Kans."

In spite of all that Lincoln knew of the temper
of the South, in spite of his elose st_udr of events
there thraigh the summer of 1860, he did not believe

secession probable. "The people of the South have
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too mich good sense and good temper tu attempt the
min of the government rather than see it adminis-
tered as it was administered by the men who made it,

At lesgt so 1 hope & believe,"™ he wrote a corres-

pondent in Aumet, and in September he said to a

¥ This letter to Maj, Hunter is cne of saeveral to the same officer
wvhieh have recently come into the poseession of the War Department,
an@ whieh have never heen publighed.
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In faet Lineoln kept in perfeet toueh with the
progress of hisg party from May to November and was
able to say at any time with accuracy just what his
chanees were in each State. He seems at no time to
have had any seriocus fear that he would be defeated.

There was a tregie side to this very eertainty,
of eleetion whieh iLinecoln felt deseply. In the Con-
vent ion whieh had nominated him, 9 States of the
Union had not been represented. If he were elected
these States would have no voice in his ehoice. le
knew that he was pledged to a platform whose prinei-
ples these States stigmatized as "deception and

fraud" and that if elecied he must deny what they

L&'

slaimed as righis. Hgkmw that:‘j;t least one Statg
Alabama, the legislature ) months before his nom-
ination had pledged itself by &n almost unanimous
vote in case of nis eleciion to eall a convention to
consiger what should be done for "the protection of
their rights, interests and honor." That-all.ouar
the South.men were pledzing tham:oza}nc-mm_hia

Mav to November he watehed anxiocusly for every 8izn
that t..ho South was preparing to make good the threals
with whiech its orators were inflaming their audienec-
@8, which a hostile press reiterated day by day whieh
tesmed in his mail and whieh brought scores of tim-

orous men to Springfield to advise and warn him.

How serious was it &all9? He did his utmost to dis-
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vigitor, "There are no real disunionists in the
sountry." »

There were ressons for this eonfidence. In
avery State of the South there was a Union party
worging to mest the crisisg whieh Tincoln's eleection
was sure to produce; many of the members sent him
cheoring letters. 1In aeknowledzing such a letter in
August, Linsoln wrote: "It containg one of the many
assurances I raeceive from the South, that in no:
probable ¢vent will there be any verv formidahle ef-
fort to break up the Union."

Then, too, Lincoln had heard this threat of se-
cession for so long that he had grown slightly in- |

different to it.- I&M—m'

e ——

~He remembered that in the Fremont campaign it had

been employed with even more violence than now.

Again in 1858 the clamor of disunion had risen; He
believed thaf now much of the noise about disunion
was merely political, raised by the friends of Breck-
inbridge, Douglas, or Bell, to drive voters from him.
The leading men of the party sustained Lincoln in
this belief. Seward and Schurz both confidently
assured Republicans in their speeches that they might
vote for Lincoln without fear, and Bryant, in the

5
Bvening Post,. laughed at the

® Unsigned letter to N. Y. Bvening Post, Sept. 8,1860.
=x Bvening Post for Sept. 7, 1860.
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"conservative distresses” of those who supposed that
Lincoln's election would emuse nu_cl.i:lon and wx
reminding them that when Jefferson was G“i‘l‘!lﬁ.t ._
was said his election would *let loosse thi"ﬂ,’ﬂ- :
gates of French Yacobinism® and that Henry W‘ﬂ ©
‘deelared that "nothing short of unl?trlll W .
ruin® would follow Juk.on'l election. Mmlﬁ‘“
sustained not only by the assurances of th
party of the South % by the buoysdnt hopnmlm o
the Repub lecans of the Nortly. p‘l had a pcttml

moral support in his own convietion that no ﬂ‘tﬂn

- what otrorg_;_fﬁho South made to sesede the North e

and would prevent it. He was and had been for ‘ears

perfeotly clear on this subjeect. In the

paign he had said in reply to the thr'sa _

wvhat our grievanee - even though Kansas cmzm

in as a slave Ctate; and no matte¥ what thun-

oven 1f we shall restore the compromise - we !ﬂl

say to the Southern Disunionsists Wwe m ﬂ m ’ﬂ
in faeing disunion efforts besmuse he mw W
however stremous thty might be they would WW

sucoceed,

the Union and you sha'nt.* ® He had less

It was thon with the belief that h m




looks for the election of Lincoln by the people and

would prefer him tc Douglas. Our most ultra Southern

men seem to respeet him and to have eonfidenece in

his honesty, fairness & conservatism. They concede
hat he stands bn a modern platform, that his ante=-
cedents are excellent, & that he iz not likely to ‘

T0Z ‘ebew) eubIg

:I.nvade the rights of any one; but they can't go for
F him because he holds opinions relative to0 the rights
;or slavery in the territories directly opposite to
2 the ® uthern view, still he is an open & candid op=-
—iponant, & therefore commands southern respect.” ‘

"Some of the most interesting interviews which
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_m-. I.inooln has had," wrote some one to the "Baltimore
o' Patriot,® 'haﬂ been with extreme Southern gentlemen,
who came full of prejudice against him, and who 1éft
= satisfied with his loyelty to all the constitutional
“E rights of the awtﬁ. I could tell you of some most
8 interesting cases, but it is enough to know that the
~< soneral sentiment of all Southern men who have con=-
Sversod with him is the same as that publicly expressed
- by Mr. Goggin of Virginia, Mr. Porry of South Caro-
§1m, Mr. McRae of North Carolina, and many others,
ém have not hesitated to avow their intention of
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% acoepting Mr. Lincoln's eleetion and holding him to
the constitutional discharge of the Presidential of-

ﬂ‘o L] ° 0 o®

m N. Y. Bvening Post, August 17, 1860.
» Illimois State Journal, Sept. 26, 1860.
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The most significant element in the estimate of
Linecoln whieh the ewuntry formed between May and
liovember was the respect and affection whieh was
awakened anong the common people. There sprang up
all over the ecountry among plain people a feeling
for him not unlike that which had lon; existed in
Illinois, The general distribution made of his
speeshes had something to do with this. There was
published in 1860 in Columbus, Ohio, an edi tion of
the Lineocln and Douglas Debates of 1858 which was
used freely as a campaign dlomment_."‘L Line oln himselsf
gave away scores of these books to his friends and
to persons who eame to him begzing for an expression
of his views. Today copies bearing his autogzraph

are to be seen treasured volumes in the librarics

of many publie men. The Cooper linion speech was
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published by the Voung Men's Republiean Cludb of New
York and circulated widely. To the hard-working
farmer, mechanis, store-keeper, who thoauzht slowly
but surely and whose sole politieal ambition was to
east an honest vote, these speeches were like a per-
gsonal face-to-face MI. The argument was so
elear, the illustiration so persuasive, the ltu;‘.emont
80 colloquial and natural that they eould not get
away from them. “Lineoln's right" was the general
verdict among masses of people who hesitating Hetween
Republicanism and Popular Sovereignty read the
apecehes as a help to a deeision,

While Linecoln's speeches awakened respeect for
and sonfidence in his ahility, the story of his life
stirred something deeper in m* Here was & man who
had hesome a leader of the nation by the labor of
his hands, the honesty of his intelleet, the up-
rightness of his heart., Plain peqp}lo were taieched
by the hardships of this life so iike their own, in-
spired by the thought that a man who had struggled
as they had done, who had remained poor, who had

lived simply, could still be eligible to the highest
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place in the nation. They had bslieved that it
eould be done., Here was a proof of it. They told
the story to their boys. This, they said, is what
American institutions make possible, not slitter or
wealth, triekery or dmgogyl!'gg nacessary, only
honasty, hard thinking, a fixed purpose. Affestion

and sympathy for lLinecoln grew with respeect. It was

the beginning of that pomltar sympathetie rolntio

o Hobp B B s el



between Linecoln and the common people whiech was to
become one of the eontrolling influences in the

great drama of the Civil War,
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Eleetion day in 1800 fell on the Gth pringfield,
although a town of strong Democratic sympathy, real-
ized the importance of the occasion, and by daylight

was booming away with eannon; bhefore noon numbers of
bands which ecame, tLhe citizens hardly knew from

where, were playing on the eorner of evaery street,

Mr. Lineoln, as was his a.stom, eame down to his

room at the State House by eight o'elmk.Wﬂ%J
over his big mail as coolly as if it were not Elec-

tion Day and he a eandidate for the FPresidency of

the United States. He had not been there long be-
roro_m/' his friends besan to floek 1n,.ﬁ;f'1‘lnr
MWM fon, --‘Pm—w'—woa—hw—or g
+hrae gentlemen from ¥ew York;—to—whom ¥r. Jdneoln =~ - *

politely-suggested that 1t might hwmve besn bHatter 1F
they—wsre—at—homs voting. | fueh rumbers oame—imto
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hts—room that it was proposed that the doors be
closed and he be allowed to remain by himself, but
he said rhe had never done such a thing in his life
as to dose the door on his friends and that he did
not intend to begin now, and 80 the day wors away in
the entertaining of visitors. |

It hsd not been Mr. Lineoln's intention to vots,

the obstasle whieh he found in the way being that
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his own name headed the Republisan tisket and that
he did not want to vote for himself. Ons of his
friends suggested that his name mi ght e eut off and
he vote for the rest of the tieket. e fell in with
this sugsrest fon, and late in the afteroon, when tha
erowd arwund the polls, whisch were just across the
street from his office, had subsided somewhat, he
went over to east his ballot. He was recognized inm-
mediately and his frierds were soon abaut him, eheer
ing wildly and eontending mood-naturedly for an op-
portunity to shake his hand, Bven the Demoerats,
with their hands full of doeuments whish they were
distributing, joined in this enthusiastic demonstra-
tion and cheered at thse top of thelr voiees for
their heloved townsman.

No returns were expected hefore seven o'elook,
and it was & little later than that when Mr. Lineoln
returned from his supper to the State Haise. The
first despatches that came were, of cou rse, from
different parts of Illinois, the very first being
from Deeatur, where a Republiean gain was announced.
Soon aftaer, Alton, w-ich was expected to go for
Pouglas, sent in a majority of twelve for Lincoln.
There was a tremendous sensation in the company, and
Mr. Lincoln asked that the despateh be sent out to
the "boys," meaning the erowd whieh had gathered in
and about the State House. After an hour or more
news began to come from Miesouri. “Now," caid Mr,
Lineoln, “they should get & few licks back at us."

But to everybody's surprise, there was more good new
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from Missouri than had boen expeeted. Towards mide
nizht news began to ecome from Pennsylvania,
"Allegheny Co, 10,000 majority for Line oln*; "Phile-
adelphia 15,000 plurality, 25,000 majority over all®
then a telegram from Simon Cameron, "Pennsylvania
70,000 for yoi. New York safe. Glory enaugh,."

This was the first news from New Vork and since 10
o'clock the eompany had been waiting impatiently for
it. 'The fusion tieket it was fesred might go through
end if it did the disaster to the Republiecans would
he serims,

While waiting anxiously for somsthing definite
from Y¥ew York, a dele;v;atior; of Springfield ladies
eamé in to invite Jr, Lineoln and his friends to a
hall near by, where they had preparsd refrashments
for all the Republiean politieians of te town. The
party h2d not heen there lonzg before there came a
telsgram arnouneing that Yew York had gone Republi-
ean, Such a cheering was prohably never heard in

Springfield bhefore. The whole hall full of pecple,
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beside themselves with joy, began a romping promenade
around the tables, singing at the top of their voie-
s the popular ecampaign song "Ain't you glad you
joinad the Republicans?" Here at intervals now fur-
ther talegrams eame from New York, all announeing
large majorities. The secene besams one of the wild-
o8t exeitement, and Mr, Tineoln and his friends socn
withdrew quietly to & 1ittle telegraph office on the

square, where they could receive reports mors at
thelr leisure. Up to this time the only anxiety Mr,
(35)
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Lineoln had shown about the election was in the re-
turns from his State and town. Ye didn't *feel quite
easy," as he said, about Springfield. Towards morn-
ing, however, the announcement eame that he had a
majority in nis own presinet. Then it was that he
showed the first emot ion, few—he-mawe 2 jubilant
o}mcklo,aﬁmﬁd cheerfully to his friends, that
he puess'd he'd go home now, whieh he did. Mt
Springfield was not content to ge home. Cannon
banged until daylight, and on every strest gorner
and in every alley eould he heard zrups of men
shouting at the top of their voiees, "Oh, ain't you
glad you jeined the Republieanst"

24 hours later and the full result of that
Tuesday's work was known. Out of 303 eleetoral
votes, Lincoln had reeeived 180. Of the poplar
vote he had reseived 1,866,452 = nearly a half mil=-
lion over Douglas, a millionl over Breekinridge, a
million and a quarter over Bell. It was a vietory,
but there vwere facts about the vietory whiohlsmrtlad
the thmv;html.hfa' States of the Union gav;/;;xé'\' elec~-

toral votes to-Llineeldnm, znd in 10 States he had not
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f . .
it (M I
received a single popular vote, v;.i.:l.o]“if 15 had more \!

vot_éa fhan any one opposing candidate, they together/

had &—plesalits-of nearly 1,000,000 over him,

(36}
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;& \%From the "$tate Journal" November 26, 1860:

"We often hear of the readiness with which the President~elect
reads men aﬁd adapts his intercourse to their peoullarltles This A
is well illustrated by a gentleman who recently visited %nrlngfield and
had an opportunity to see Mr. Lineoln in his recention room. ..“The .~ \
writer says:

"'While talking to two or three centlemen and standing up, |
a very hard looking customer rolled in and tumbled into the only vacant
chair and the one lately oceunied by Mr. Lincoln. Mr. Linecoln's '
keen eve took in the faet, but gave no evidence of the notice. Turn-
ing around at last he spoke to the odd specimen, holding put his hand
at such a distance that our friend had to vacate the chair if he accent-
ed the proffered shake. Mr. Linecoln aquietly resumed his chair, -
It was a small matter, yet one giving pnroof more positively than a
larger event of that peculiar way the man has of mingling with a mixed
erowd.

"'He conversed fluently on 2l1ll subjects, illustrates every-
thing by a merry anecdote, of whigh article he has an abundant supply.
I said on all subjecots. He does not talk polities, He passes
from that gracefully the moment it is introduced. Hundreds seek hin
every week to get his opinion on this or that subject. He has a jolly
way of disposing of that matter by saying, 'Ah! vou hav'n't read my
speeghes. Let me make you a present of my sneeches,' And the ear
nest inquirer finds himself the happy nossessor of some old doecuments, 'M

Digital Image, 2011. The Ida M. Tarbell Collection, 1890-1944, Allegheny College Pelletier Library



—
jab)
0
o
D8
®
=
@
Q
=
o
=
o
oo
(o]
o
o
©
N
Er
2
@
«Q
=F
@D
5
<
(@)
23
)
«Q
@D
o
a
@
=
@D
=
e,
o
=
QD
=
<

looks for the election of Tincoln by the pecple and
would prefer him to Douglas., Our most ultre Saithem
men seem to respeet him 814 to have eonfidenee in
his honesty, fairness & eonservatism. They eoncede
that he stends on a modern platform, that his ante-
eadents are excellent, & that he is not likely to
invade the rights of any one; but they san't zo for
him because he holds opinions relative to the rights
of slavery in the territories direstly opposite to
the southern view, still he is an open & candid op-

ponent, & t-erefore commands southern respect." =

x N. Y. EVg;!i]y’, Pogl'., Au.guat 17’ 1860,
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Then, tu0, winuuvan had heard this threat of

secession for so lbng that he had gzrown slightly in-

different to it. 1t seemed to him 8 erv of "Wolf."*

He rememhered that in the Fremont campaizn it had
heen saployed with even more violence than now,
\ 3 — " 4
vl KAgain in 1858 the elamor of disunion had Msen".;,i-mb
{ ’,f “H t 4
Iy \ v
e -. p\e.ate&r—mw- tresumer oF 1860 -the-Republican
“J “’f.’ -. _.‘.{J

' press rehearsed the-disunion offorts of the.pasti-of
QJMﬁlqderm an@ e Friends in 1856, 6f the YLeszuisrs

lof_the South! with-their-metto-of i Southern Repub-

" liec our. only sefety%-and they fraely declared-their

belief that thewe-was-no-seriare—-danger—that—the
South would-ever-secaeda, The lead ing men of the -
party sustained Lineoln in this belief. Seward and
Semrz both confidently assured Rejublicans in their
speeches that they might vote for Lineoln without

fear and 3ryant in the Bveninz Pogt ** laughed at the
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X Unsigned lotter to N, YV, Eveninz Post Sept. &, 1860,

xx Bveninz Post for Sept. 7, 1860,



Lincoln and His Southern Visitors,
Extraect from the RBaltimore "Patriot*(a letter from Springfield)\
rgproduced in the "state Journal",Sept.28, 1880: {

"Some of the most interesting interviews which Mr.Lincoln has
haﬁhpauibven with extreme Southern gentlemen,who came full of preju~
dice against him,and who left satisfied with his loyalty to all the
constitutional rights of the South, I could tell you of some most
interesting cases,but it is enough to know that the general sentiment

of all Southern men who have conversed with him is the same as that
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publioly expressed by Mr,Coggin of Virginia,Mr.Perry of -outh Carolina,,

b
-

Mr.MoRae of North Carolina and manv otherg,who have not hesitated to
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vow their intention of aceenting Mr,Lincoln's eleotion and holding him
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