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MPD investigating sexual assault

Crime occurred on campus the evening of Sept. 21

By SAMI MIRZA
Editor-in-Chief’
mirzaOI @allegheny.edu

Trigger warning: sexual assault

Local law enforcement is investigating
a sexual assault that took place on Al-
legheny’s campus last month.

The assault took place at around
9:45 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 21, ac-
cording to the Office of Public Safety’s
Daily Crime and Fire Log. The follow-
ing afternoon, students were notified
of the incident via a short email which
only said the attack had happened the
previous night and that an investiga-
tion was ongoing.

“The college is going to be as trans-
parent as possible without revealing
any investigative information that
would hinder the case, and in regards
to maintaining the confidentiality and
the privacy of the student,” said Direc-
tor of Public Safety Jim Basinger. “We're
protecting the rights of the student and
their privacy. We want to give as much
information as we can and that will
eventually come out, but it has to be at
the right time”

Basinger said that the crime was
initially reported in a 911 call and that
Public Safety responded after hearing
the call over the local police scanner.

“We came out and cleared the area,
Basinger said. “We looked for every-
thing and then we had to talk with the
student to determine more informa-
tion”

He added that the Meadville City
Police Department has taken over the
investigation pursuant to a memoran-
dum of understanding between the col-
lege and the MPD.

In a phone call Monday afternoon
MPD Chief Michael Stefanucci said
the assault took place in a residential
building on campus, but declined to
comment further.

“The investigation is ongoing and
we are following up on leads, Stefa-
nucci said. “Everything takes time, and
we’re working as quickly as possible to
make sure we don’t miss anything.”

Stefanucci said he still believes the
college to be a safe place and that the
department had not changed their pa-
trols in response to the case.

See ASSAULT | page 2
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EMERGENCY
PROCEDURES

Life-Threatening Emergency:
DIAL 911

Image courtesy of Public Safety
Allegheny’s emergency procedures
—including emergency contacts,
updates, and alerts — are available
by scanning this QR code. Anyone
with information about the Sept.

21 attack is encouraged to call the
Meadpville police at (814)724-6100.

College buys SpaceX’s
Starlink technology

By ANNA WESTBROOK
News Editor
westbrookOI @allegheny.edu

The college has acquired two Starlink
satellite dishes to provide localized high-
speed wireless connections, scheduled
the replacement of core switches, and
has begun the process of replacing all
of the Wi-Fiber access points in an on-
going effort to provide the campus with
reliable internet. Pending the arrival of
two pieces of equipment, the two satel-
lite dishes will provide internet access
in the Blue Lounge in Brooks Hall and
the Henderson Campus Center lobby,
according to Chief Information Officer
Katrina Yeung.

“Originally, we were trying to make
them (the dishes) somewhat mobile, but
we quickly realized we actually needed
to mount them on a roof, just for ev-
erybody’s safety;” Yeung said. “That re-
quired us to purchase a longer cable and
so we're waiting for those longer cables
to show up”

The satellite dishes will not solve
the entirety of the widespread internet

issues across campus, but they will cre-
ate two additional internet hubs where
students can congregate to get stable
Wi-Fi.

“They’re not meant to feed an entire
campus — theyre meant to be put on
your home, so the range will be small,”
Yeung said. “But getting 10 people a
great connection for a short period of
time is better than nothing”

Engineered by SpaceX, Starlink is a
high-speed, low-latency service “made
possible via the world’s largest constel-
lation of highly advanced satellites op-
erating in a low orbit around the Earth,’
according to Starlink’s website. The
technology is typically used to supply
internet connectivity to remote places
that are difficult to connect to wired in-
ternet.

A Sept. 22 campus-wide email an-
nounced that one of the Starlink satellite
dishes would be placed in the Brooks
Dining Hall, but the Information Tech-
nology team quickly realized that the
room’s design was incompatible with
the satellite dish, according to Yeung.

See STARLINK | page 2
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Autumn Vogel, "15 (top left) and Deputy Mayor Larry McK-
night (bottom left) hope to retain their City Council seats
against challengers Bill Lawrence (top right) and Marcy Kantz

No sign of a budget
proposal six weeks in

By SAMI MIRZA
Editor-in-Chief
mirzaOl @allegheny.edu

Six weeks into the academ-
ic year, the Allegheny Student
Government remains without a
Senate-approved budget and is
still supposed to be running on
last years financial guidelines,
though this has not stopped
clubs from spending at seven
times the rate as last year.

In an email to The Campus
Sept. 21, Director of the Trea-
sury Hunter Goerman, ’25, said
that this year’s financial guide-
lines will be completed “by the
return of fall break,” though he
declined to comment further.

“‘I'm trying to refrain from
giving any new info out as it
would add more confusion right
now, Goerman wrote.

ASG President Nicole Recio
Bremer, 25, and Vice President
Sam Ault, "26, declined multiple
times to comment on this story.

Article V, Section 1 of ASG’s
By-Laws stipulates that the Sen-
ate must hear a budget proposal
“no later than the second Tues-
day following the hearings,” in
an apparent reference to individ-
ual club budgets. That proposal
must be approved with a super-
majority of senators in two con-
secutive General Assemblies.

See BUDGET | page 3

Binnington discusses future

of Caflisch site at GA

By SAMI MIRZA
Editor-in-Chief
mirzaOl @allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Student Govern-
ment heard a presentation on
the future of the Caflisch Hall
site, approved the largest week of
spending in six months and ap-
pointed two students to college
committees at their General As-
sembly on Tuesday, Oct. 3.

All of these moves came de-

spite around a third of the Sen-
ate being absent or substituted
in for. Senators Chris Ratliff, 24,
Katie Wagner, 24, Asaad Bell,
’25, and Aubrey Carion, 27 were
all represented by another stu-

dent via the proxy system, while
Senators Lyndsey Robinson, 24,
and Lexi Costanza, 25, were ab-
sent and Senator Arina Otliesk,
’25, was removed from the roster
altogether.

Dean for the Student Expe-
rience Ian Binnington was the
guest speaker at the GA and was
in attendance to discuss what to
do with the space once occupied
by the Caflisch Hall dormitory.
The 90-year-old building was
demolished in early August, and
a week-long survey was sent out
on Sept. 25 soliciting student in-
put for the space.

See ASG | page 2

(bottom right).

By AB SNYDER
Contributing Writer
snyder02@allegheny.edu

Local candidates continue their
campaigns for Meadville City
Council as they prepare for elec-
tions in November. Each candi-
date’s platform is based on im-
proving Meadpville, though they
disagree on the solution to the
city’s issues.

This year the two council
seats up for re-election are cur-
rently held by Autumn Vogel,
’15, and Deputy Mayor Larry
McKnight, who were elected in

2019 with a joint campaign.

“We [Vogel and McKnight]
were coming out of an effort that
was very much larger than us to
see some changes in the city,
Vogel said in an interview last
week. “We didn’t decide that we
as individuals would run until
late 2018. We recognized that we
needed new leadership to move
on some things at the city level”

Vogel’s platform in 2019
largely addressed the need for a
more participatory government,
investment in public spaces and
issues of housing.

: See VOTE 3
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MICROPLASTICS ARE EVERYWHERE

Contributing Writer Milo Watson, "26, writes about
the pervasiveness of plastic and details what we need
to do to prevent further environmental degredation.
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SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS
Director of the Treasury Hunter Goerman, '25, Vice President
Sam Ault, '26, and President Nicole Recio Bremer, '25, look at
their computers during GA on Oct. 3.

SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS
The demolition of Caflisch Hall is complete and a layer of
mulch now covers the ground where the building used to
stand.

OCTOBER ENERGY CHALLENGE SET TO BEGIN
The annual Energy Challenge begins today. Science/International

Editor Zaynab Jebur, ’26, delves into the science of how the cam-
pus’ energy reductions are tracked.
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PROFESSOR TO COMPETE IN IRONMAN RACE

Associate Professor of Psychology Lauren Paulson will com-
pete in the Ironman World Championship in Kona, Hawai’i
later this month. She talks with Contributing Writer Paige
Kageni, 27, about her mindset going into the competition.
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FRIDAY

H: 67° L: 49°
Rain: 86%
Sunrise: 7:22 a.m.
Sunset: 6:54 p.m.

SATURDAY

H: 53¢ L:44°
Rain: 65%
Sunrise: 7:23 a.m.
Sunset: 6:52 p.m.

H:50° L:42°
Rain: 54%
Sunrise: 7:24 a.m.
Sunset: 6:50 p.m.
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Any additional information
will be released at the discretion
of the MPD, likely when charges
are filed or a suspect is arrested,
Basinger said.

He encouraged students to
contact investigators at (814)
724-6100 if they have any infor-
mation about the attack.

For the rest of the campus
community, Public Safety rec-
ommends students be aware of
themselves and their surround-
ings.

“The person that commits
the crime is the only one re-
sponsible, but we want to take
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steps to create a safer environ-
ment by not being distracted,”
Basinger said.

In both the original Sept. 22
message and a follow-up email
sent Thursday, Sept. 28, the col-
lege offered safety advice: avoid
traveling alone at night, do not
let strangers into buildings and
know who to contact in an
emergency. The college also re-
iterated support for survivors of
sexual assault in the follow-up

email.

“The only person respon-
sible for sexual assault is the
perpetrator;,” the college’s email
read in part. “We acknowledge
the danger and damage that si-
lence causes. It is necessary to
break the silence that too often
shrouds conversations of abuse
and sexual violence”

Students can also download

>«

the college’s “Omnilert” app to

receive alerts from the college

and report emergencies.
Both Public Safety

the college’s regular staff have

and

stepped up patrols inside and
outside of dormitories, as well

as routine walkthroughs by
resident advisors, according to
Dean for Student Life Trae Ye-
cKkley.

“Our public safety office has
decades of experience, and we
have one of the best-trained
public safety offices that I've
worked with,” Yeckley said.
“So, when we see them walking
around, we see them here late at
night on campus. I have the ut-
most faith and trust in our pub-
lic safety”

Last months attack comes
just under four years after a 2019
assault in Ravine-Narvik Hall,

after which the college updated
its physical security infrastruc-
ture, including adding cameras
and installing ID scanners on
residential buildings, The Cam-
pus reported at the time.

Yearly report

Public Safety also released
the annual Crime and Fire Safe-
ty on Saturday, Sept. 30. The re-
port — required by the federal
Crime Awareness and Campus
Security Act of 1990 — states
that there were six forcible sex
from
2020.

offenses in 2022, down
10 in 2021 and seven in

There was one case of dating vi-
olence in both 2022 and 2021,
down from three reports in
2020. There were three cases of
stalking in 2022, compared to
one in 2021 and four in 2020.

The largest increase was in
disciplinary referrals for drug
offenses, which jumped to 51 in
2022 from 31 in 2021 and 28 in
2020. The largest decrease was
in disciplinary referrals for li-
quor law violations, which fell
to just eight cases in 2022 from
33 in 2021 and 26 in 2020.

STARLINK jo e

“That space is so cavernous that we
were kind of losing connectivity in it,
s0 now were going to put it in the Blue
Room,” Yeung said. “It's a more confined
space and will have a better experience.

Yeung is holding out hope that the
campus center lobby will not experi-
ence similar problems, but said that
IT may need to rework the placement
of the satellite dishes if students report
user difficulties.

One of the technology’s factors

Yeung anticipates being unable to ad-
Sy

- -

dress is the weather. Since the dishes
rely on satellite connection to function,
cloudy and rainy weather have the po-
tential to create interference in the sig-
nals, unlike on a cloudless and sunny
day.

While the dishes’ specs claim there is
no limit to the number of users they can
handle at a given time, Yeung said there
will be an upper limit that will only be
learned through experience.

If the two Starlink satellite dishes

work well for students, Yeung said IT

IMAGE SOURCE: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
A Starlink satellite dish sits on a wall in Ternopil Oblast, Ukraine, on Nov.
24, 2022. The technology has been used to provide internet to war-ravaged
regions of Ukraine.

will order more.

Core Switches

The replacement of the core switch-
es will likely make a significant positive
impact on network connectivity by in-
creasing the throughput the network
can handle and preventing it from get-
ting regularly overloaded and shutting
down, Yeung said. The replacement
of the core switches will take place on
Saturday, Oct. 7, from 6 to 10 am. —
during which there will be no internet
available on campus, according to an
Oct. 3 campus-wide email from Presi-
dent Ron Cole, '87. Once the installa-
tion is complete, there should be a fully
stable wired network without intermit-

tent drops.

Access Points

IT also recently ordered a new
wireless controller and 800 new access
points to replace all of the Wi-Fiber ac-
cess points on campus so that they can
“just do it the way we should have done
it at the outset,” according to Yeung.

Wi-Fiber — the company originally
brought in to update the campus net-
work infrastructure before being let go
in July 2023 — installed 2,276 access
points across the entire campus, which
Yeung says was too many and is causing
interference issues.

“We don’t need that many if it’s a
solid, sound access point,” Yeung said.
“The range will be bigger and be able

to penetrate walls more appropriately,
so we don't need as many. That’s part of
our struggle now, we have so many.”

Yeung hopes the equipment will ar-
rive in late October, at which point IT
will prioritize installation in residential
halls.

“Were going to go as fast as we pos-
sibly can,” Yeung said. “We’re going to
use existing wiring and try to get 95%
of the way good, knowing that when
we get into the summer we'll need to
do some cleanup and run new wires to
put the access points exactly where they
need to be so there’s the correct spacing
and overlap. We're just going for speed
so we can get you guys functioning the
way you want to.”

The college’s supply chain delays are
not unique. The COVID-19 pandemic
caused an ongoing worldwide shortage
of computer chips, according to CNN.
The chips are used in almost every piece
of internet technology the college cur-
rently needs. Yeung said there is noth-
ing the college can do to speed up the
procurement process.

While they wait, the IT team has
been chipping away at any problems
they can. There are five or six data clos-
ets in each building on campus and in
each of those data closets are a mixture
of new and old core switches that are
“fighting with each other,” according
to Yeung. IT is working to take the old
core switches offline and decrease that

interference. While the process is not

difficult, it is time-consuming and re-
quires meticulous, methodical work.

“We're trying to weed out the older
Cisco switches, and you’ll see improve-
ments as we're able to take each of them
offline,” Yeung said.

Still, due to insufficient infrastruc-
ture labeling by Wi-Fiber, IT is strug-
gling to identify what is causing many
of the connectivity problems on cam-
pus.

“We have peaks where it (the inter-
net) works well and other times where
you can’t get connected again,” Yeung
said. “Logically it doesnt make any
sense. If all things are the same, it should
work the same. But that is not what
were experiencing and the equipment
that we have, we just don’t have enough
visibility into it to figure out why that is.
The new equipment, we will. There are
tools built into it that allow us to scan
and look and analyze and we just don’t
have that with what we have today”

Yeung is unsure if the visibility tools
were not included in the Wi-Fiber in-
frastructure, if they were not configured
correctly or if the college didn’t pay for
them.

“I'm not sure where the gap is there,’
Yeung said.

Students can visit the IT Help Desk
in Murray Hall or submit a ticket
through IT’s website to request a free
ethernet cord and adapter and get their
wired connection port turned on in

their dorm rooms.

AS G from page 1

Binnington presented slides and di-
agrams with students’ responses; the
most-requested features were ham-
mock stands, followed by a multi-use
pavilion, athletic courts, firepits, picnic
tables, and even a fountain.

“I actually think this all coheres into
the general theme of the students that
responded wanting a space to kind of re-
lax, to hang out, to enjoy themselves in
the outdoors,” Binnington said. “There
is very little desire to simply have a new
lawn”

Part of the equation, Binnington
said, is to consider if new projects will
be usable during cold weather as well as
sunny climates.

“Now it’s lovely, but it’s not going to
be lovely by the end of October,” Bin-
nington said. “Youd have a month or
two in the beginning of the fall and
youd have a month or two at the end
of spring — so we've got to think about
what we do in the middle”

In the context of the weather, Bin-
nington said that a pavilion or similar
multi-use structure would make the
most sense. However, he also acknowl-
edged that developing a structure like
that would take more time than setting
up hammock stands.

The Caflisch site process will be slot-
ted into the college’s larger Comprehen-
sive Master Planning process, and pre-
liminary ideas will be presented to the
Board of Trustees when they meet later
this month, Binnington said. After that,
he said he expects to be back at ASG at
the end of this semester or the begin-
ning of next semester to receive student

input on final project plans.

“There’s a decent chance that ground
doesn’t get broken for anything major
until next spring ... but I think there’s
a decent chance that even for the se-
niors, by the time you graduate in May,
some of these things can have come to
fruition,” Binnington said. “This is not
necessarily a project that we see taking
years; a lot of the ideas that you have are
things that we can do relatively quickly”

In response to a question from Class
of 2026 President Lorenzo Scarnati,
Binnington said that the feedback form
was still open as of Tuesday evening,
and that students may still be able to use

“The longer you wait, the less likely it
is that your idea is going to get includ-
ed,” Binnington said, adding that addi-
tional votes for already-popular items
likely would not make a difference. “If
you've got a significantly different idea,
something you don't see represented in
here, then absolutely, but do not delay”

Reports and Appointments

Director of the Treasury Hunter Go-
erman, '25, announced some changes in
the financial system. The check request
will soon be able to be viewed and com-
pleted entirely on the Engage platform.
The PDF part of the reimbursement
form will be available on Engage as well,
while the Google Form for reimburse-
ments will remain in place.

“So starting next week, hopefully,
but I will make a formal announcement
when its up and running,” Goerman
said.

Goerman also announced club lead-
ers will only have to attend a finance

committee meeting if their request ex-

ceeds $100.

“That’s to kind of go with the re-
cent uptick in requests,” Goerman said.
“Since there’s been so many, I haven't
had time to meet with all of them, so
hopefully that makes it easier”

Goermans final budget request to-
talled just over $22,000 — $20,055.55
from the General Fund, and $2,138.51
from the Surplus Fund.

This is the biggest spending week
since April 11, when ASG approved a
total of $24,426 in spending — around
$12,600 from the General Fund, $9,500
from the Surplus Fund and $2,300 from
the CILC Fund.

Most of the spending came from
four clubs, all of which requested more
than $3,500 each from the General
Fund. ASG itself received $3,514 for a
sweatshirt event, Union Latinx — list-
ed as Union Latina — received $3,605
for a movie night and blanket making,
Orchesis received $3,600 for costumes
for an upcoming performance and the
club hockey team received $3,560.09 for
jerseys and a bus to a game.

That final expenditure — along with
a line for “$235 or $135” to the Legion
of Allegheny Gamers — could be out of
alignment with ASG’s last known finan-
cial guidelines from the previous aca-
demic year.

Those guidelines require that funds
for replacing equipment and uniforms
for club sports come from the Surplus
Fund, not the General Fund.

The only other spending for equip-
ment replacement came in the form of
funding for fresh gear for the Outing
Club. That $2,100 was allocated from

the Surplus Fund.

Goerman could not be reached for
comment before press time.

During “New Business,” ASG voted
to approve a pair of students to serve on
college committees.

Zack Wyse, ’25, was approved as the
fourth and final student representative
to the Finance and Facilities Commit-
tee. In his presentation to the Senate,
Wyse said he has always been passion-
ate about finance, did an eight-week
research project on the topic over the
summer and served on the committee
last year.

“I think being on the committee
again this year will allow me to observe

that lens and how the school operates

and manages its funds,” Wyse said.

Wyse was approved with a unani-
mous vote.

The Senate also appointed Lucia
Jueguen, "24, to serve on the Study Away
and Campus Internationalization Com-
mittee.

“Since I first came here, I've been
very involved with the International
Education office,” Jueguen said, adding
that as an international student and In-
ternational Studies major, she is familiar
with the college’s processes.

Jueguen was approved with another

unanimous vote.

Due to Fall Break, ASG will not meet
Tuesday. Instead, the next GA will be
held on Tuesday, Oct. 17, at 7:30 p.m.

SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS

Dean for the Student Experience lan Binnington presents the results of a
survey to ASG on Tuesday, Oct. 3. The survey asked students what future
they envision for the site that previously housed Caflisch Hall.
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“Our platform has evolved, but it’s
very much kind of rooted in some of the
same pieces,” Vogel said.

Vogel said that the council has been
able to make headway on housing im-
provements in Meadville, with both a
rental inspection program and a hous-
ing action plan currently in the works.
The rental inspection program received
backlash from Vogel's opponents, as
some thought the program to demonize
local landlords.

Nevertheless, Vogel continues her ef-
forts on the housing front. She said the
current housing action plan will assess
housing needs and identify where the
city can most effectively play a role.

“The work that I think still needs to
be done is very much around affordabil-
ity, Vogel said. “It’s hard for people to
afford their homes, and that’s not true
only in Meadville, but it’s impacting
people here”

McKnight was not available for com-
ment

Republican candidates Bill Lawrence
and Marcy Kantz are running in oppo-
sition to the current council members.

Kantz, a Meadville native, recently
ran for mayor in 2021 through a write-
in campaign, losing by a margin of just
over 200 votes. The strength of the cam-
paign encouraged her to try again for a
spot on the City Council.

Kantz was motivated to run by her
disapproval for local candidates.

“I felt that the ‘local’ part had left,
Kantz told The Campus in an interview
last week.

Kantz opposes what she sees as out-
side organizations’ involvement with
city government and wants the council

to focus on more leadership. On issues

regarding the economy, Kantz believes
Meadpville is facing challenges with its
lack of business revenue.

Kantz herself has owned and man-
aged multiple businesses. Kantz opened
her gym, Keystone Strength, in 2021
and has also owned a daycare, Keystone
Kidz, since 2019.

Kantz’s fellow Republican candidate,
Bill Lawrence, has similarly built a cam-
paign on his experiences as a local busi-
ness owner.

Lawrence is another Meadville na-
tive who has owned and managed a
gym for the past 25 years and believes
the council needs to devote more of its
focus to addressing the deficit of Mead-
ville’s budget.

“I don’'t know what makes govern-
ment think that they can keep spending
money that they don’t have,” Lawrence
said. “You can say, ‘Well, these pro-
grams are important, or, ‘It would be
really nice if our government could pay
for x,y and z” And I agree a lot of times,
that would be nice. But, if you don’t
have the money to do it, I don’t see how
it makes sense”

City officials have projected a bud-
get deficit of $616,000 for the upcoming
year, according to the Meadville Tri-
bune.

“If the government is spending
money on something, it’s the people’s
money, Lawrence said. “So they have a
responsibility to spend it in a way that
makes the most sense, and not go into
the debt we are now”

Lawrence has often argued that
Meadville should be run as a business.

“In a way, they (governments) are
a business,” Lawrence said. “You have

money coming in and money coming

out and you need to make sure that
money is being allocated to the right
places. And you can’t spend more than
you're bringing in.”

Vogel sees the issue differently.

“Yes, our city’s budget deficit is a con-
cern, but what concerns me too is that
I think people take a pretty simplistic
view; Vogel said. “T think it’s very easy
for some folks to look at the city and say,
‘It’s a business so you just cut your ex-
penses and raise your revenue, but it’s
not a business. There’s the private sector
and then there’s the public sector”

Vogel explained that by applying
business logic, there are only two op-
tions to addressing the financial prob-
lem: cutting services or raising revenue
via tax.

“And we have, and it’s not a popular
thing,” Vogel said. “I know I don’t want
to raise taxes anymore — I'm a taxpay-
er”

As a means to find other sources
of revenue, Vogel said the council has
been going after money at the federal
and state level.

“We've been more aggressive in
terms of going after grants,” Vogel said.

Kantz voiced a similar opinion on
taxation.

“We can't tax our way out of the rev-
enue problem,” Kantz said.

Kantz identified fixing the budget as
both a short and long-term goal. Kantz
proposed that Meadville needs to bring
in more businesses to draw out lead-
ership and talent. She believes the city
needs high earners to increase revenue.

As for cutting services, Vogel ex-
plained that there are some services
necessary for the betterment of Mead-

ville.

“All in all, I think we all want a clean, safe, health Meaduville. |
think we all have that in common. So issue by issue is going
to be different, and how every issue is settled is going to be

different.

Lawrence, with his campaign’s focus
on the city budget, argued against more
government programs.

“We keep wanting to do projects and
spend money;” Lawrence said. “I'm say-
ing let’s get our house in order first.”

Another aspect of Lawrence’s cam-
paign is to be an advocate for the entire
city, calling for unity of ideas alongside
transparency and open communica-
tion.

“There’s a lot of business people
that have put a lot of money and time
into Meadville, donated a lot of these
things,” said Lawrence. “They don’t
think that they have a place at the table
right now, and they’re alienated some-
times. I would invite those people to the
table to make sure were getting all the
input from everyone”

Lawrence later criticized McKnight
and Vogel for the way they hold their
meetings. He said that the current
council says their meetings are open to
the public but lack true transparency.

“They have a lot of meetings during
the middle of the day when nobody can
go to them,” Lawrence said. “Or meet-
ings at the last minute, announced the

previous day. Most people should be at

—BILL LAWRENCE
Republican candidate
Meadville City Council

work at that time”

A more participatory government
is something that Vogel said she has
worked towards since being elected in
2019.

“It’s hard to articulate this to folks,
but there was so much when I first got
on city council and Larry and I were in
the minority on council —there were so
many decisions that were made in our
executive sessions and behind closed
doors,” Vogel said. “The first time
around we were talking about participa-
tory government, and that’s still some-
thing we want to continue to deliver on
and improve on”

Each candidate runs on a platform
outlining the matters they deem most
concerning. For Vogel and McKnight,
this means improving Meadville by
implementing programs designed to
address its needs. For Lawrence and
Kantz, this means focusing on the city’s
revenue, business and budget.

“I think we all want a clean, safe,
healthy Meadville,” Lawrence said. “I
think we all have that in common. So is-
sue by issue is going to be different, and
how every issue is settled is going to be

different”

BUDGET jon e

Ordinarily, that budget pre-
sentation comes not long after
“Count Day” — the 11th day of
classes, when Allegheny’s enroll-
ment number is set — because
ASG’s budget is dependent on
the size of the student body. Last
year, Count Day was on Tuesday,
Sept. 13, and by that evening
ASG had announced the size of
their annual budget in their reg-
ular General Assembly.

For the current academ-
ic year, Count Day was on
Wednesday, Sept. 13; more than
three weeks later, and no budget
has been presented.

Budget hearings

The club budget hearings
were canceled in the spring, and
clubs were informed of this prior
to the budget application process
at the end of last semester.

In an interview published in
the Sept. 8 edition of The Cam-
pus, ASG President Nicole Recio
Bremer, 25, said that club bud-
get hearings were scrapped by
the previous administration.

“That didn't even happen
with (former ASG President) Ve-
ronica (Green, ’23) and (former
Vice-President) Rudra (Schul-
tz-Ray, ’23),” Recio Bremer told
The Campus at the time. “The
budget hearings didn’t even hap-
pen last semester”

Those hearings are used
alongside budget applications
and estimates of the overall ASG
budget to develop estimates for
individual club budgets.

However, in an interview last
month, Green, who graduated in
May, said that she had advised
Recio Bremer and Ault to hold

off on budget estimates until
ASG’s full budget was known
in mid-September. In the past,
ASG would construct their club
budgets based on finance esti-
mates delivered at the end of the
spring semester, and throughout
the summer.

At the start of last academic
year, the budget process stum-
bled after ASG underestimated
their income over the summer.
In response, ASG allocated an
additional $50,000 from the Sur-
plus Fund to the General Fund
and reopened club budgets.

“I wanted to prevent them
from doing three rounds of bud-
gets — one in May, one in the
end of August, and then anoth-
er one in the end of September
when they have their actual
count — because I felt that that
was a lot of wasted time,” Green
said. “T did say that they should
reconvene in September when
they have more of the numbers”

ASG did not reconvene with
finalized budgets, however. In-
stead, they announced at the
beginning of the semester that
formal club budgets would be
done away with entirely and that
all funds will be appropriated di-
rectly from the General Fund.

ASG’s  current  Financial
Guidelines lists out six funds
that student organizations can
pull from:

- Annual budgets, for regular
club activities.

- The General Fund, for special
events or programs not covered
by the annual budget.

- The Speaker Fund, for bring-
ing a speaker or lecturer to

campus.
- The Student Action Fund,
to develop a project that will
“improve the overall campus
life experience for the student
body”

- The Surplus Fund, for pur-
chases of uniforms, equipment,
or other items with long-term
uses.

- The CILC Fund, for mem-
bers of the Culture, Identity
and Leadership Coalition run
through the IDEAS Center for
diversity programming.

Those funds, including the
club budgets, are defined in the
budget proposal sent to the Sen-
ate.

The Financial Guidelines also
state that “ASG budgets are allo-
cated in the spring semester for
the following academic year”

ASG’s financial system can
only be amended with a vote
from the Rules and Finance com-
mittees. Until theyre changed,
last year’s guidelines are still in
effect, according to Green.

“That is a responsibility of
new administrations — if you're
going to shape the financial
processes, you need to put it in
writing so that there is some sort
of lawbook,” Green said. “Tech-
nically they're still following our
rulebook — Rudra and I's — and
our rulebook says that club bud-
gets are a thing ... If they dis-
agree with anything that we had
in our financial policies, they
still technically need to follow it
until they bring forth their own
revisions.”

Money in, money out

A lack of concrete guidelines
has not stifled finance requests,
however, with student groups
using funds at more than seven
times the rate of last year. This
year, clubs have spent $46,540.75
in the first five weeks of the
school year. Last year, clubs
spent a total of $6,349.30 over
the same time period.

Green disagreed with the de-
cision to remove club budgets
and argued that the annual allo-
cations helped keep spending in
check.

“Everybody starts very gung-
ho in the beginning of the year
being all like “‘We’re going to do
all of these events, and spend a
lot of money; and I think club
budgets kind of help them rein it
in,” Green said.

At the same time, it is un-
clear if ASG will ever run out
of money; the organization has
run a surplus every academic
year since at least 2016-17, and
in two of the last three years, the
Surplus Fund has been larger
than the General Fund.

Regardless of the overall fi-
nancial picture, Green argued
that the current administration
cannot develop policy without
changing the letter of the law.

“Our administration did want
clubs to have budgets this year;
Green said. “Until they come
forth with their own financial
policies, they are still abiding
by the ones that we had, and so
they can’t go forth with any new
changes”

CRIME BLOTTER

Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime Log available on the
Office of Public Safety’s web page. Crimes reported may still be under investigation.
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By JOSEPH KLEPEIS
Contributing Writer

klepeisOI@allegheny.edu

John Kerry is the climate czar in the
Biden Administration. Rahul Gupta
is the drug czar. The current adminis-
tration has loads of czars working on
all sorts of different issues. I think we
should nominate Senator Bob Menen-
dez of New Jersey as the corruption czar.

The senator is quite knowledgeable
on corruption. Since becoming a sena-
tor in 2006, Mendendez has faced nu-
merous corruption scandals. The latest
scandal began late last year culminating
in an indictment on Sept. 22 that in-
volves Mendendez, his wife, three New
Jersey businessmen and the Egyptian
government.

The indictment was handed down
by the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York. In re-
sponse to the indictment, the senator
has chosen to resign from his leader-
ship role in the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. However, he has chosen not

to resign from the Senate despite calls

from 31 senators.

I too think Menendez should resign.
This has been a problem for years. In
2016, the senator was indicted in the
United States of America v. Robert Me-
nendez case.

“A 22-count indictment (the “Indict-
ment”) charges that from 2006 to 2013
United States Senator Robert Menendez
of New Jersey solicited and accepted
numerous gifts from his friend Dr. Sa-
lomon Melgen, a Florida-based oph-
thalmologist,” 3rd U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals Judge Thomas L. Ambro
wrote. “In exchange, Senator Menendez
allegedly used the power of his office
to influence, among other things, an
enforcement action against Dr. Melgen
by the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services ("CMS") and to encour-
age the State Department and the U.S.
Customs and Border Patrol ("Customs")
to intervene on Dr. Melgen’s behalf in
a multi-million dollar contract dispute
with the Dominican Republic”

In the last decade alone the senator
has been indicted on misuse of power

against major federal agencies and for-

‘OPINION]

eign governments. If anyone else in the
country tried to sway decisions CMS
were making or provided confidential
government information to a foreign
government, they would face treason
charges. The least Menendez can do is
resign.

It’s worth noting that Menendez end-
ed up with a mistrial in the first case and
then had his charges dismissed. This
was after McDonnell v. United States,
which made it significantly more diffi-
cult for prosecutors to prove that a poli-
tician engaged in the act of bribery. This
case, in some ways, set the stage for this
current corruption scandal.

Menendez has spent his senatorial
career taking indictments on the chin.
In the past these cases involved peo-
ple that could, in essence, take the fall
for him. Melgen, for instance, was sen-
tenced to 17 years in prison in 2018.
His sentence was eventually commuted
by former President Donald Trump in
2021.

This case seems different. The sena-
tor is involved and can surely push the

three businessmen to the forefront of it

all. The difference now is that his wife,
Nadine Arslanian Menendez, has been
indicted as well. If you read the indict-
ment you will find she is a major player
in this scandal. She introduced Egyptian
officials to the senator and knew the
three businessmen before beginning her
relationship with the senator. She was
the go-between for everyone that want-
ed to talk to Menendez. She introduced
everyone to him.

Now, this is where it gets really inter-
esting. Will the senator throw his own
wife under the bus in order to salvage
his political career?

With all that said, it truly is a det-
riment to the political system and the
government as a whole that an U.S. Sen-
ator is involved in not only a corruption
scandal of this scale, but that it’s not his
first rodeo either.

All the parties involved in this scan-
dal have pleaded not guilty. Menendez
was released on a $100,000 personal re-
cognizance bond. The personal recogni-
zance bond requires no money up front.
Even in dire straits, Menendez is still

doing everything he can to save a dollar.

Bob Menendez: The Czar of Corruption oecooooss

I almost respect how awfully cheap that
is. Almost.

I would like to know why it took
four days for Senator Cory Booker of
New Jersey to call for the resignation of
Menendez. Booker is no amateur when
it comes to corruption, as he has been
called out for possible corruption of the
Newark Water Agency when he was the
mayor of Newark, New Jersey. Perhaps
that explains his prolonged silence, or
perhaps he may not want to talk ill of
a fellow Democratic senator. I think if
there is ever a moment to talk ill of a fel-
low party member, it is when corruption
is mentioned.

At the end of the day, another corrup-
tion scandal in the U.S. is nothing new.
I don't think that changes the fact that
Menendez should step down. It may not
be par for the course anymore, but it’s
certainly the right thing to do. I would
advocate for him to step down. Isn't it
better to step down with some decorum

then potentially risk being expelled?

By MILO WATSON
Contributing Writer

WatsonOS@allegheny.edu

Which scientist, musician, award-
winning writer and elected government
official lives in an all-plastic, highly-
stylized miniature house with all her
friends? It’s not just Barbie.

In between chem labs, choir practice,
ASG meetings and collecting academic
accolades, Allegheny students are living
their college years inside literal suites of
plastic objects.

I want to highlight where plastic is
hiding out in our everyday dorm ob-
jects, so that as we eyeball housing up-
grades to Loomis Street, big-city intern-
ship apartments and post-grad bachelor
pads, we're all armed with an awareness
about the full scope of the amount of
plastic we buy to fill those spaces.

This summer, I went through 39
items on my college packing list, bullet
point by bullet point, and identified how
many of those objects contained plas-
tic. The total was 82%. This percentage
doesn’t take total material mass or vol-
ume into account— if it did, I suspect it
would be even higher.

Plastic is made directly from fossil
fuels, so its manufacture releases carbon
dioxide, causing climate change through
the insulating effect of greenhouse gas-
ses. This means that each plastic object
is essentially like its own physical repre-
sentation of how much carbon dioxide
humans are releasing into the atmo-

sphere.

It never biodegrades, just breaks
down into smaller and smaller particles,
crumbling into the environment long af-
ter the used lifespan of the object it once
was. Plastics have been mass-manufac-
tured since the 1950s, but only 9% of
plastics ever have been recycled, accord-
ing to National Geographic.

What’s not recycled ends up in our
ecosystems. And by “our ecosystems,” I
mean here. Now. Not just on some far-
away beach—look down outside Brooks
and you'll see it. Look in the landscaping
and in the creeks. Look in your dorm
room dustpan.

I'm sure you've seen the pictures of
dissected animals who have starved to
death, a mass of indigestible plastics
balled in their stomachs. But plastic’s
damage goes beyond charismatic mega-
fauna. It affects you.

Unregulated toxic chemicals linked
to cancer and hormonal disruption leach
out of plastic in the microwave, in bod-
ies of water and in landfills. There, they
build up in increasingly unhealthy lev-
els within the ecosystem, according to
the National Institute of Health. Science
News and other outlets report that re-
searchers have found microplastic parti-
cles floating in human blood and lungs,
affecting our lives in ways we don’t yet
fully understand. An academic journal
article published in "Science of the To-
tal Environment" by Yuan et al. points to
plastics as being not only carcinogenic,
but also affecting human genomes and
development. They categorize extreme-

ly common types of plastic— poly-

urethane, polyacrylonitrile, polyvinyl
chloride (PVC), epoxy resin and acrylo-
nitrile-butadiene-styrene (ABS) as most
harmful.

It’s worth noting that plastic has rev-
olutionized essential fields like medical
equipment, and allows us to care for
each other in global, large-scale ways
that were unachievable before. Perhaps
if we used plastic judiciously, our rate of
consumption would be sustainable.

But rugs don’t need to be made out
of plastic fibers. The everyday materials
used to make the products we fill our
homes with need to change in response
to our reality: climate change. Wide-
spread pollutant toxicity. Collapsing
ecosystems.

Some of my plastic use is currently
unavoidable, like charging cords and my
computer. Some items contain plastic
in unexpected ways. The extra stretch
in half my shirts? Elastane—which is
plastic. Nail polish? Resin thermoplastic
polymer — which is plastic. My reusable
coffee filter, marketed to divert paper fil-
ter waste? Plastic. Chewing gum? Con-
tains plastic.

This is a tough scene for consumers.
The cost/benefit analysis is messy when
it comes to trash cans, deodorant, stor-
age bins, rugs, box fans and vacuums:
existing plastic-free solutions are more
expensive, harder to transport and/or
way less effective. Is it better to have a
super-durable memory foam pillow that
supports my spine, or a natural materi-
al pillow that gives me an achy neck? I

don’t know.

I generally disagree with environ-
mental solutions that place responsibili-
ty on the consumer to solve multifaceted
problems. If you don't disagree, thats
fine—buy less plastic items.

But you're not just a consumer. We're
all going to college to earn positions of
power in the workforce. And to get bet-
ter at making these kinds of complicated
decisions. You might not be a powerful
decision-maker right now, but you will
be. This is especially true if you're some-
one other than an environmental science
major: I can quickly think of ways that
business, economics, chemistry, biology,
industrial design, data science, commu-
nications, global health studies, interna-
tional studies, math, political science, art
and history majors all could have some
kind of say at work over what to do with
plastic. You might think of more.

If plastic is everywhere you look,
then solutions could be too. To start de-
veloping an awareness of just how much
plastic and how many possible solutions
there are, try counting up what percent-
age of individual objects in one room
have plastic components. Then, assess
what major-related or job-related ways

you could change that number.

A

«ee Microplastics are a major issue seeeececccccces
Why ditching single-use plastics is not enough

COMMON ITEMS THAT
CONTAIN PLASTIC

Memory foam pillow (polyethylene,
polyester, elastane, polyurethane
(PU))

Lamp (plastic in electrical cord and
inner hardware)

Aromatherapy diftuser (polypropyl-
ene and acrylonitrile butadiene sty-
rene (ABS))

Box fan (mostly plastic)

Towel (20% polyester)

Non-slip clothes hangers

Shoe organizers

Laundry bag (polyester)

First aid kit (Band-Aid fabric is poly-
vinyl chloride (PVC))

Twin XL sheets (polyester)
Tupperware (even glass containers
have plastic lids)

Trash can (polypropylene)

Storage bins (polythylene terephthal-
ate and polypropylene)

Power strip (cord and outlet hous-
ings are plastic)

Device chargers

Bluetooth speaker

Desk organizers

Coffee maker

Deodorant tube

Nail polish (resin thermoplastic
polymer)

Mattress topper (polyurethane (PU),
polyester)

Rug (polypropylene)

Photos, posters (glossy coatings are
plastic)

Command strips

Handheld vacuum

Clothes (any stretchy or athletic fab-
ric likely uses elastane or polyester)
Backpack (ripstop nylon)

Pens

Scissors

Stapler

Laptop

All shoes

Using the above list of common-
ly-used items that contain plastic,
— and your own research — try to
figure out how much plastic is in
your daily life. Share your results
using the QR code to the left.
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October Energy Challenge is back for the 13th year

By ZAYNAB JEBUR
Science/International Editor

jeburOI @allegheny.edu

Taped to the doors of each
dorm hall, there is a piece of
paper that lists out how much
every dorm hall has reduced
their energy consumption
and how much money has
been saved. Every year during
October — National Clean
Energy Action Month — Al-
legheny College encourages
its students to reduce their
energy consumption for one
month to see how much mon-
ey and electricity they can
save.

Students might see the in-
formation on the posters, but
students do not see how that
information is recorded.

“We read submeters and
electric meters to calculate a
baseline directly preceding
the challenge for both indi-
vidual buildings and campus
as a whole,” said Director of
Sustainability Kelly Boulton,
’02. “Once the challenge be-
gins, we read the submeters
and electric meters weekly
and enter data in a spread-
sheet which is designed to
calculate the use for the week
and then compare that to the

baseline to determine the per-

cent change for that building
and for the campus overall”

Though it is referred to as a
challenge, it is not a competi-
tion between dorms. Instead,
it is a campus-wide effort to
reduce the college’s energy
consumption, according to
Boulton.

But not every hall is strict-
ly used for student living.
Brooks Hall is attached to the
dining hall, and Schultz Hall
has a banquet space, health
center and several adminis-
trative offices. For this reason,
the Office of Sustainability
displays the results as a reduc-
tion percentage.

“That’s why we do all of the
results in percent reduction
because it helps normalize,
Boulton said. “We are more
focused on the overall results
for the campus and everyone
contributing to that, rather
than putting all the dorms
against each other”

Trying to conserve en-
ergy this month is about all
students working together to
be more sustainable, as well
as saving money that could
go towards more efforts to
become a more environmen-
tally-conscious campus. The
emphasis is on the communi-

ty, Boulton said.

This year will mark the
13th time the challenge has
been conducted since its in-
troduction in 2010. It slowed
down during the COVID-19
pandemic, so it is not as well-
known to the student body
as it has been in the past. Be-
cause of that, Boulton wants
more students to be aware of
the challenge.

“Turning off lights when
you leave your room, may-
be not leaving a fan running
when youre gone, turning
off Christmas lights, shutting
down computers at night, un-
plugging chargers, even gam-
ing systems,” Boulton said.

These methods of con-
serving energy are especially
important as the challenge
helps students start to under-
stand the link between energy
usage and money, which will
prepare students for their life
after college.

“The whole thing is de-
signed to encourage students
to do that, recognize where
there are possibilities, see how
individual action can add up
to cumulative impact,” Boul-
ton said.

But the energy conser-
vation is not isolated to just
October. Looking at energy

usage on campus in the years

10/7 - 11/4

12t annual Energy Challenge

student action=campus change

2022

Final results:

8 ° 6 % decrease

in campus electricity consumption

We've saved:

$5.347..66,000

kilowatt hours

Dorm Results:

1-Baldwin 18.6% reduction
2-Coll Court 13.4% reduction
3-PKP 12.0% reduction
4-Caflisch 10.7% reduction
5-Commons  6.2% reduction
6-Crawford  3.6% reduction
7-Brooks 1.8% reduction
8-Schultz 0.4% increase
9-NVI 1.0% increase
10-DTD 4.6% increase
11-Ravine 9.7% increase

Edwards, NVII, Walker - data error=no results

ALLEGHENY COLLEGE

NevTraL oINGE 2020

Follow us on Insta for
Ehergy Challenae events:
@alleghenysus’rainabil’rfy

before the challenge and com-
paring it to now, the energy
usage never gets as high as it
used to before 2010.

“In the years that we have
done the challenge, it never
bumps as much as it did, so
ideally students are incorpo-
rating it in” Boulton said. “We
really just encourage people
that they do not have to sit in
their individual rooms with-
out the lights on, go to com-
mon areas and gather”

This year, Students for En-
vironmental Action plan on
continuing their yearly tra-
dition of baking homegrown

potatoes on an open fire, ac-

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALLEGHENY OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY
A flyer from the 12th Annual Allegheny October Energy Challenge shows overall cumu-
lative and individual halls” energy reduction, as well as money and kilowatt hours saved.

cording SEA President Julia
Sonen, 24. Students can gath-
er and enjoy a meal that does
not use any electricity.

“The

energy challenge

really does work” Sonen

said. “Last year, we raised
enough money to half-fund a
green box machine and ASG
matched it, so we got an ex-
tra green box machine-there
used to be only one on cam-
pus. In the past, they have put
up solar panels on Steffee, and
this is just with the savings on
campus. When we work to-
gether, we create change”

The October challenge is

meant to bring students to-

gether whether that’s through
events hosted by clubs, gath-
ering where there is always
light or reducing energy usage
by just turning off lights.

“The goal for this year is
to build it back up, to make it
more fun and recognize that
work actually contributes to
the college’s sustainability
goals,” said Boulton.

The money saved even
goes back to the students,
usually towards projects that
will make the campus more
sustainable. It is about mak-

ing an impact on our environ-

ment on a small scale.

The science behind Wi-Fi:

By PAIGE KAGENI
Contributing Writer

kageniOI @allegheny.edu

If you've been anywhere on
campus for the past month,
youve most likely noticed
a number of things; Gator
Quad construction, art gal-
lery showings, football games
and other numerous events
and happenings. However,
you may have noticed one ev-
er-present thing that’s a popu-
lar conversation topic: Wi-Fi.
Ever since the beginning of
the semester, internet connec-
tion has been hard to come by,
constantly going in and out or
not working at all.

The fall 2023 semester
has proven to be a challeng-
ing year for the Information
Technology team, who have
been taking tickets from stu-
dents and staft alike concern-
ing internet connections.. For
IT, its been their mission to
make the current day better
than the last, at least as far
as the internet is concerned.
In an interview last week,
Systems Adminstrator Doug
Tomer and Chief Information
Officer Katrina Yeung spoke

about their experience work-

ing to fix problems ranging
from simple internet connec-
tions to repairing multidirec-
tional cables from across state
lines.

First, Yeung explained how
the internet works on campus.
Two 10-gigabyte fiber-optic
cables from Pittsburgh and
Cleveland connect to a rout-
er in the Pelletier Library,
providing connection to the
wider internet. After going
through a firewall, it connects
to a core switch, which is “the
brains of the network,” ac-
cording to Yeung.

Cable lines physically go
from the core switch to each
building. One switch is for
wired networks — including
cameras and door locks —
while the other is for wireless
connections. As for the issues
with connectivity, Yeung says
it’s the instability of the core
switch.

“We're struggling with the
viability of what was installed,
and so were working to get
new equipment to stabilize
the network,” Yeung said. “The
first piece we'll get is this core
switch. Once we have that, the

wired network should stabi-

lize a ton and were hoping
that we'll see some improve-
ment in the Wi-Fi then”

Because of this massive
strain on IT, it has been dif-
ficult to work on other prob-
lems that they might have oth-
erwise been better equipped
to deal with. Tomer said his
work as a systems administra-
tor has been interrupted as a
result of devoting his time to
this problem.

“I've had to put a hold on a
lot of that work to concentrate
on helping out with the net-
work work,” Tomer said. “As
has the rest of the ITS team.”

Yeung added that, since IT
is such a small team, there’s
been times when it becomes
a requirement to spend time
even outside of work to give
their aid.

“Everybody has stepped up
to contribute in any way pos-
sible — working extra long
hours, doing work outside of
their normal job functions,

Yeung said.

How the network works

She acknowledged that
even though some students
may not feel this way with
how things have been pro-
gressing so far, the team has
been operating actively to al-
leviate this issue.

This problem not only af-
fects students, but professors
too. Associate Professor of
Computer and Information
Science Gregory Kaptham-
mer spoke about the incon-
venience this has caused for
his classes. Kapthammer had
published course materials
and lesson plans to a globally
available website he had built
himself, ProactiveProgram-
mers.com.

“Each faculty member
creates their own course plat-
form, and its perfectly de-
signed for source code and
data,” Kapthammer said.

Syllabi, learning objectives
and even slides and projects
were all publicly reachable to
computer science students all
across the world. However,
these resources have not ac-

cessible for those at Alleghe-

ny.

We're struggling with the viability of what was
installed, and so we're working to get new
equipment to stabilize the network”

“The unfortunate irony
is that when we don't have a
reliable network at Alleghe-
ny College, people outside of
Allegheny are better able to
access our course materials
than the people at Allegheny;”
Kapthammer said.

It becomes difficult for
professors who work primar-
ily online and with online
materials to continue teach-
ing their classes, according to
Kapthammer. Because of the
simplicity of completing work
on a laptop, sharing source
codes and data through web-
sites like ProactiveProgram-
mers.com and GitHub.com,
work for the Computer and
Information Science depart-
ment becomes a previously
unrecognized issue.

“Frankly, it’s incredibly dif-
ficult for us to be able to teach

any computer science mate-

—KATRINA YEUNG
Chief Information Officer
Allegheny College

rial to any computer science

student at any level in our

curriculum,”  Kapthammer
said.
Although internet con-

nection issues, the college has
been working with students
to ease any problems. Stu-
dents can check out ethernet
cables alongside adapters at
IT or Pelleter Library. In the
coming weeks, Starlink sat-
ellite dishes will be placed in
the Henderson Campus Cen-
ter and BrooKs Blue Lounge
to provide additional network
support.

As IT continues to work
long hours to get the Wi-Fi
back up and running, the
team remains confident in
their ability to get things back
online.

“We will get there!” Yeung

said.
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Climate

By KACEY LEWIS
Contributing Writer

lewisOI@allegheny.edu

The second showings of “All Good
Things Must Begin’, directed by
Communication, Media and Perfor-
mance Department Chair Michael
Mehler, showcased another eight
different plays on Sept. 29 at 6:30
p-m. and Sept. 30 at 2:30 p.m.

In contrast to last week’s chosen
plays, this weekend went down a
much more serious route by choos-
ing plays more personal to people
who have been directly affected by
climate change. This selection of
plays consisted of: “Wild Parsnips,”

» <«

“Nachtflug” “Hurricane,” “Caution-
ary Solarpunk Archeology, “The
Act About Tomorrow; “Undertow;’
“Kids for Saving Earth Club #1217
and “The Polar Bears”

Although this weekend’s cast
was different, several people in this
cast performed the previous week-
end. Kaleialoha Froning, 24, Grace
Kegel, 27, alex martin, 24, Niyah
Moore, 26, Riley Pegher, 26, and

Ashley Swierczewski, 27, were all a

part of this round of plays.

“I really liked watching the first
year students flourish a little bit, like,
just giving them a little bit of space
to kind of just explore and play — or
even not just first years but people
who haven’t been on the Playshop
stage,” said Mehler, when referring
to this weekend’s cast.

The first play, “Wild Parsnips”
by Tira Palmquist, started the per-
formance off with addressing a very
specific kind of person: The know-it-
all “environmentalist” that claims to
care about the environment, when
in reality, knows very little about
the planet. Performed by martin,
the “environmentalist” attempts to
stop a forager from digging up wild
parsnips. Performed by Moore, the
forager goes on to explain that she
is picking an invasive species, and
plans to eat it. Throughout the con-
versation, the “environmentalist” is
convinced to try to eat the parsnip,
as a “good place to begin” to make
sure that public lands continue and
thrive.

“Nachtflug” by Nathan Ellis

showcases Pegher and Moore telling

AlleghenyCampus.com
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the story of a sleeping person who is
flying over the Indian Ocean. This
unnamed character suddenly jolts
awake, feeling a deep sense of dread.
The pilot speaks into the voice warn-
ing system to alert the passengers
that “something terrible has hap-
pened, something truly awful” This
story ends by stating that “it’s not
time to wake up, yet”

In “Hurricane” by Jaun C. San-
chez, Kegel plays a grade-school
teacher who is contemplating how
to address the recent hurricane to
her students. When she arrives at
the school, it is complete chaos,
with news reporters and cameras
everywhere. One student speaks
about their missing brother, and ev-
ery single student comes forward to
hug and comfort them. Spectating
this, the teacher begins to wonder:
“When did we lose sense of commu-
nity?”

“The girl who reenacted it por-
trayed her character beautifully and
with such emotion, it was moving,’
Swierczewski said. “When that play
was performed, the entire audience

sat completely still because it was al-

most as if they were too enthralled
within the moving story to move.”

The next play, “Cautionary Solar-
punk Archeology” by Vinicus Jato-
b4, consisted of three parts: “The Act
About Yesterday, “The Act About
Now” and “The Act About Tomor-
row.” The lines of this excerpt jump
quickly between actors, portraying
a sense of panic amongst the char-
acters. The first part discusses the
past of pollution and the first class’s
attempts to move to Mars. The next
section speaks of the present mo-
ment of panic in response to the cli-
mate crisis, including the repetition
that “no one will mourn your bones”
Lastly, the play concludes with a kid
describing what it was like to see a
real bee and taste its honey, which
has become nearly impossible in this
future reality.

“Undertow” by Keith Barker
starts off with two siblings, played by
Pegher and Swierczewski, who are
standing outside after an argument.
They continue to bicker about who is
in the right in how they help stop cli-
mate change. They finally decide to

come to the conclusion that dealing

play series continues with more serious tone

with the climate crisis is not black
and white, and that there are many
ways to help stop hurting the planet.

Next, “Kids for Saving Earth Club
#121” by Gab Reisman involves mar-
tin, Swierczewski and Moore playing
the same character throughout dif-
ferent periods of her life. Through-
out the woman lifetime, she shows
the dark reality of the declining
planet. Despite this, the character
realizes that “all I can do is go day
by day”

Similarly to last weekend’s pro-
gram, this showing of plays also
ended with humor. In “The Polar
Bears” by Nicolas Billon, two polar
bears, played by Kegel and Froning,
are seen trying to come up with a
solution for their food shortage.
These polar bears speak directly to
the audience multiple times, with
jokes directed specifically towards
Allegheny students. As the last play
concludes, the two bears decide to
start small by writing letters address-

ing the issue.

Paulson to race in [ronman World Championship Oct. 14

By PAIGE KAGENI
Contributing Writer

kageni()l @allegheny.edu

Associate Professor of Psy-
chology Lauren Paulson will
be competing in the Iron-
man World Championship
in Kona, Hawai’i, on Oct. 14.
Being her 10th Ironman in
total, Paulson will be heading
to Hawai'i to embark on “a 2.4
mile open water swim in Kai-
lua-Kona Bay, a 112 mile bike
ride across the Hawaiian lava
desert and finally a marathon
(26.2 miles) run along the
coast of the Big Island,” Paul-
son said.

This is nothing new for
Paulson, as she has been
competing in extreme sports
challenges since she was eight,

when she swam competitively.

Pualson then took a break
to begin running and re-
turned to masters swimming
in college. Since then, shes
done sprinting combined
with multiple half Ironmans.

As for this year’s Ironman
Championship, Paulson could
not be more excited.

“This race has always been
a long-term aspiration and
on my life-time bucket list,
Paulson said. “Needless to say,
when I grabbed a slot this year,
I was over the moon. This is a
once in a lifetime experience
that I am so very excited to
have the opportunity to be a
part of this iconic race”

In preparation for the race,
Paulson follows a strict regi-
men in the months before the
race to make sure shes in the

best shape both physically and

This race has always been a long-term
aspiration and on my life-time bucket list.
Needless to say, when | grabbed a slot this
year, | was over the moon.”

—LAUREN PAULSON

Associate Professor of Psychology

Allegheny College

mentally. Paulsons training
usually includes three weeks
straight of running, biking
and swimming with one week
of rest.

“My longest ride for this
race has been 7 hours and
longest run has been 20
miles,” Paulson said. “Longest
swim was 6,000 yards. I usu-
ally train early in the morning
before work. I do my long ses-
sions on the weekends””

For this race, Paulson took
an unconventional route to
get ready for the hot weather
in Hawaii. Riding through
heat hotter than West Penn-
sylvania will be quite the task,
so Paulson employed the us-
age of hot tubs and saunas to
acclimate to Hawai’i tempera-
tures.

“I have had to jump into a
very hot tub, 104 degrees or in
a sauna directly after a work-
out, for 20 minutes without
drinking any water,” Paulson
said. “It might sound lovely,
but it is pretty brutal and un-
comfortable”

When discussing the phys-
ical strain events such as the
Ironman take on her body,

Paulson expressed the impor-

tance of managing her time
with a healthy work-life bal-
ance.

“I would say one of the
biggest challenges preparing
for the race is time. I was just
talking to my internship stu-
dents about work-life balance,
and I try to practice what I
work- life

balance is a challenge and an

preach. Admittedly,

area that I continue to work
on,” Paulson said.

With the Ironman World
Championship in particular,
running, biking and swim-
ming in the Hawaiian heat is
a difficult challenge. For Paul-
son, this challenge includes
mental strain.

“One of the biggest chal-
lenges during the race is man-
aging the dark times,” Paulson
said. “They always come in a
daylong race. It’s best to have
a plan when they come and
roll with it. This is something
that I keep getting better and
better at each race. I often
break the race into manage-
able steps — It’s not good to
say, ‘Ok I have 111 more miles
on the bike, so I will break it
into manageable chunks such

as ‘Let’s get to the next aid sta-

tion. I also have mantras that
I repeat to myself”

For support, Paulson relies
on her husband.

“He is my biggest cheer-
Paul-

son said. “These past two

leader and supporter;’

weeks have been really intense
with work and training and he
has picked up taking care of
almost all household respon-
sibilities and just generally
encouraging me. Then at the
race, it is a long day and he is
so amazingly supportive”

For those interested in
participating in an Ironman
Triathlon themselves, Paulson
stresses the need to never give
up training.

“Even if you don’t feel like
it, put one foot in front of the
other,” Paulson said. “As I say
to my senior comp students,
We will climb this mountain
one step at a time. Anoth-
er saying I use and is on my
comp syllabus is, Gust keep
swimming...”
the

Paulson makes sure to utilize

During offseason,
self-care to keep herself in
shape.

“I love yoga, but I just don't

normally have time to do it

PAULSON

during the season,” she said.
“It's not really taking some
time off, but I also do some
strength training, just work-
ing on areas that are weaker
for me. I do a lot of self-care
during the season, as well. I
do lots of stretching and I get
a massage when I can”

With the date of the cham-
pionship coming closer, Paul-
son is excited for her newest
challenge.

“There are so many lessons
that I've learned in my train-
ing process that can be ap-
plied to other domains in my
life,” Paulson said. “Finally, as
far as having doubts, allow

yourself to be surprised.”
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A5 celebrates Mid-Autumn Festival with mooncakes, cratts

By EVELYN ZAVALA
Staff Writer
zavalaO1 @allegheny.edu

The Henderson Campus Cen-
ter became a place of cele-
bration and togetherness as
students gathered to celebrate
and learn about the Mid-Au-
tumn Festival.

On Friday, Sept. 29 from
8 p.m. to 10 p.m., the Asso-
ciation for Asian and Asian
American Awareness cele-
brated the festival by provid-
ing students with mooncakes,
refreshments and crafts activ-
ities. While students engaged
in the activities, a video about
the significance of the festival
played in the background.

A5 President Aria Zong,
’25, said the festival originates
from the legend of the Chi-
nese Moon Goddess Change,
whose husband saved the
Earth from having ten suns
in the sky and was rewarded
with an elixir of immortality.
In order to keep the elixir safe
from thieves, Change drank
the elixir, causing her to float
to the moon as a goddess. Her

husband honored the moon

goddess on Earth by leaving
out fruit and mooncakes.

“You typically go home
to see your family and your
close friends to gaze at the
moon while enjoying fruits
and mooncakes,” Zong said.
“Different regions have their
ways of making mooncakes
and also their particular fill-
ings and it’s always interesting
to try different types of moon-
cakes”

Zong said that, typically,
her family does not celebrate
the Mid-Autumn Festival be-
yond eating mooncakes and
being together.

“Usually we put on the
event at Allegheny for edu-
cation,” Zong said. “We want
people to enjoy the festival
and also learn about it, be ap-
preciative and aware that such
a culture exists and that it is
important”

At the event, A5 served a
lemon tea drink for students
to wash down different kinds
of mooncakes. The filling of
the mooncakes ranged from
sweet to salty to give more
flavor variety. For students

wanting a modern flavor,

matcha mooncakes were of-
fered.

Kaiyla Jones, 27, shared
her experience with trying
new food from an unfamiliar
culture. The festival at the col-
lege was the first time she par-
ticipated in the celebration,
according to Jones.

“It was really cool to try a
food from a new culture and
everyone here has been really
sweet,” Jones said. “I loved the
red bean mooncakes and this
tea is very delicious”

The activities offered at the
festival were writing blessings
on rabbit-shaped paper to
paste on a poster and sculpt-
ing rabbits. The significance
behind the rabbit points to
the legend of the Jade Rabbit,
who inhabits the moon as a
reward for offering himself as
food when he could not pro-
vide food to the Jade Emper-
or, who had disguised himself
as an old beggar, according to
Zong.

“I am not particularly sure
if writing goodwill messages
is something we do for the
Mid-Autumn festival specifi-
cally but I know it is extremely
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This banner features blessings written on rabbit-shaped papers, as a reference to the

legend of the Jade Rabbit.

common among Asian holi-
days,” Zong said. “The signifi-
cance of the activity was more
for entertainment for partic-
ipants who are interested in
making such a craft but it also
points to the fact that there is
not just one moon god.”

the Mid-Au-

tumn Festival is celebrated

Typically,

in China and other coun-
tries such as Japan around
mid-September by playing

with lanterns, family gath-

erings, eating mooncakes,
moon gazing and eating a
post-feast dessert called tong
yuen according to an article
on YP, a unit of South China
Morning Post. Additionally,
many of the traditions have
evolved over time according
to people’s tastes, but some
have been kept the same.
Zong said the event was a
success as A5 got a lot of feed-
back from alumni and stu-

dents who were enjoying the

activities offered.

“The event was supposed
to be two hours and we start-
ed running out of mooncakes
around the hour and 15 mark
which I feel is feedback in its
own form,” Zong said. “There
were students, alumni and
faculty members who all said
they very much enjoyed the
mooncakes, which is great
and exactly what we were

looking for”

Charting an academic course with the NaviGators

Meet Professor Brian Harward

Advice from Professor Joseph T omp/ezns

By SAMI MIRZA
Editor-in-Chief
mirza0I @allegheny.edu

From his office on the ground floor of
Quigley Hall, Professor and Robert G.
Seddig Chair in Political Science Brian
Harward teaches, advises and does some
studying of his own. A scholar of Amer-
ican politics, Harward’s coursework fo-
cuses on the study of the nation’s legal
and court systems. His classes range
from constitutional perspectives on
rights and governmental powers to the
philosophy of law, bureaucratic politics
and broad introductions to the study of
American democracy.

“Most of the students I have I will see
in the Intro to American Government
or Judicial Process or (Constitutional)
Law classes,” Harward said. “They’re the
most frequently offered”

Beyond the classroom, Harward
mentors students in a variety of capac-
ities. As chair of the political science de-
partment, Harward advises all students
minoring in the field. He also advises
pre-law and pre-policy students who are
majoring in political science.

“Typically the students who I see as
major advisees are students interested
in going to law school or interested in
policy,” Harward said. “So whether it’s
a Masters of Public Administration or
Masters of Public Policy, I can help ad-
vise them for pre-policy interests as well
as their pre-law interests”

Harward’s own work focuses on the
relationships between the three branch-
es of the United States federal govern-
ment. He has published four books on
the American presidency and an ency-
clopedia on political parties and interest
groups. Harward’s work also includes
eight scholarly publications and dozens
of conference papers and presentations.

As a student, Harward learned that
showing up to class and engaging with
the material were some of the best ways
to be successful.

“One of the things that I discovered
far too late in my college career was that
I needed to not just highlight, but to ac-
tually take down notes as I was reading,’
Harward said. “Then letting the class
discussion — or lecture or the projects
that were doing in class — also be op-

HARWARD

portunities to connect with the readings
that we've been doing”

For the not-yet-declared Gator, Har-
ward said he recommends thinking be-
yond Quigley Hall if political science is
not quite someone’s speed.

“A student whos in my Intro to
American Government, but finds it’s not
really their bag, I send them to philos-
ophy, send them to history, send them
to chemistry — anywhere to just explore
what might be more of interest to them,”
Harward said. “Their first few semesters
ought to be a time of exploration, ought
to be a time of experimentation, trying
out different disciplines, different pro-
fessors within those disciplines, differ-
ent subfields in those disciplines”

Beyond the classroom, Harward said
students new to the college should think
about co-curricular activities as ways to
develop and deepen their academic ca-
reers.

“Start thinking about using summers
wisely, and that means spending some
time over at Career Education thinking
through internship opportunities, iden-
tifying professors with whom you might
want to do research,” Harward said. “It’s
never too early to develop those kinds of
relationships with those offices”

Harward also encouraged students
not just to engage in the college experi-
ence, but to think about when to take a
break and relax.

“(Be) mindful not to overextend
yourself in those areas either;” Harward
said. “Finding that balance is something
that will be unique to each person, but

it’s part of being in college”

By KENDALL COX
Contributing NaviGator
coxOI @allegheny.edu

What is one piece of advice
you'd give to those who wish to
take a communication and me-

dia class at Allegheny?

Studying media and commu-
nication gives us a framework for
understanding the world in which
we live. We live in a media-satu-
rated world. Were always look-
ing at screens — you’re probably
reading this on a screen. Media
and communication studies gives
us a framework to critically exam-
ine the images, information and
stories that constantly come at us
in the media, whether in the form
of news, entertainment, or social
media posts. They shape how we
see things. If you're curious about
this — about the ways media in-
fluence us — take a media studies
class.

Personally, I'm interested in
media because I'm interested in
social and political questions.
That's why I teach media studies.
Because our ability to understand
politics, culture, and society de-
pends on studying media. At this
point, you can’t separate them.
Some people study media because
theyre interested in particular
media forms, like film or TV or
Instagram. But I'm less interested
in specific media than the bigger
questions about politics, power
and society. I'm interested in —
and teach about — the structures
that determine our world and our

lived experience.

What made you fall in love
with communications and me-

dia studies?

I like the fact that we ask “big
questions” in communication and
media studies. One of the things
I always stress in teaching is that
the world we live in is a construct-

ed world; it’s been created by hu-

man beings. There is no “natural”
way the world should be. There is
only the way it's been constructed.
So the questions we should ask
are: constructed by who? To what
end? In whose interest?

When youre talking about
communication, youre ultimate-
ly talking about power, because
communication is always about
representing the world, and were
always representing the world in
a particular way. Sometimes these
representations take on the pow-
er of normality; they’re made to
seem “natural”

But communication and media
studies gives us tools to de-natu-
ralize what we take for granted as
normal and natural — whether it’s
stories about identities, politics,
economics, the environment, etc.
For instance, education is usually
represented in terms of training
people for jobs. But that’s a very
limiting representation, and it
serves particular interests. To me,
the point of education is more
profound; it's about providing
people with the conceptual tools
they need to see the world in dif-
ferent ways, so that we're able to
act and change the world, to envi-

sion alternatives.

What has your career jour-
ney looked like? What is one
piece of advice youd give to
your past self?

Something I tell every advisee
is don't worry about the job. Don’t
structure your time at Allegheny
according to the job market, or
what you think will get you a job
after graduation. I know students
are pressured by parents and even
college staff to think this way. But
ultimately, what matters when it
comes to the job is not the major
or specific courses; it’s the degree.
So spend your time at Allegheny
finding out what youre interest-
ed in intellectually. Experiment!
Take courses you might not oth-

erwise. You've got four years to

TOMPKINS

experiment with ideas before
youre going to be thrust into the
job market. Take advantage of it.
Spend your time pursuing your
own intellectual interests. The job
will come. I never planned on this
job when I was an undergraduate.
I didn’t have a career plan. None
of my friends did. And we turned
out fine. The sky didnt fall. You
shouldn't approach your time at
Allegheny in terms of CV-build-
ing; you should approach it in
terms of broadening your per-
spective and learning new ideas

about what’s possible.

Anything you want students
at Allegheny to know about you,
your department, or anything

else?

We

also house Theatre, Dance and

We're a big department.

Movement Studies, and Filmmak-
ing — areas that equip students
with resources to express them-
selves artistically and politically.
But overall, I'd say we're probably
the only department that spends
the bulk of our time analyzing
the ways media and culture tell us
were supposed to think — what
we call ideology. If you're interest-
ed in studying ideology, or if you
suspect something is wrong with
the world and want to develop
a critical vocabulary for under-

standing why, check us out.
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ZINGALE FINANCIAL LITERACY CHALLENGE

Learn How To Manage Your
Finances & Win $2,500

The Zingale Financial Literacy Challenge is a personal budgeting
and investing plan competition.

Plans must be submitted to Mr. Chris Allison by December 1, 2023.
Our 10 Competition Finalists will present their plans to the judges
via Zoom on December 9, 2023.

For more information on what you should include in your plan, scan the QR code below.

You can get ready for the Managing Your Finances Is Very Manageable
competition by attending the five

Adulting 101 seminars held from _ -
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Managing Your Living Expenses

Quigley Hall Auditorium. Getting Started Investing
Lot w26 preteiee) Bringing It All Together

Your Income

AILLEGHENY COLLEGE

BRUCE R. THOMPSON
CENTER FOR BUSINESS & ECONOMICS

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Allison at callison@allegheny.edu or text 412-389-8888.
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