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19 Morgan Ave., i
Norwalk, Conn.,
January,9,1927,
Mise Ida M,Tarbell,
New York City.
Dear Miss Tarbeli: _ ’ B
I have Just been reading with interest your stotyfi@"'
Collier's about Henry Wing. UJid you know Wing and do you knov-»:'i
of his contacts with Lincoln which followed the one you tbli.of
and if anything were of . more real importance although not so
spectacular and dramatic?
A few yoars ago I came across Wing out here in Connescticut
and found him a most unusual and interesting man. Quite a number of
long interviews followed in which he told me the story you have
told and conwiderable other matter beside. This material I woikod
into an article entitled " A Messenger for Lincoln," and 8o0ld 1t to
Mr.S.S.MeClure who at that time was trying to rohnbilitnto HbGlnrn&a
Magazine and had an office almost opposite the Tombs on.LQt_qtgg sp.
Mr .MoClure, Miss Roseboro, and other members of the atatf.prdfébédd
great interest in the article, I secured photograhs for 111ﬂafquipné
and it was scheduled to appear in an early issue of the mlgnlind:'it
was advanced a month at a time for several montha then for longar
periods and finally was never published at all, Just hetbre tho
final debacle of the magazine and its purchase by the Bblrat

interests the manuseript was still in the offiwe among.$h9a97}h1 hf’

it was planned to use. ‘that has become of it since 1 hﬁv@?ng




ATe1qrT 3919[[0d 981100 AUySO[[Y ‘#61-0681 UOBOS[[0D [[9GIEL ‘N BPT UL "600T DSEW] [EMSIA " -ty

I am telling you this because I roil that thc artlal.khulV
matters in it which should not be lost sight of anc whilv iﬂ
as the outstanding biographer of Lincoln, should aco 1f.;'
not already familiar with them. Evidently Lineoln wua dptp&y
impressed with the character of young Wing and the llttar aia;nnah;

confidential work for him,usually aeoing Lincoln alon. for a
short time whenever he came to Washington, which was ottonu e
Wing also had the confidence of Grant and his staf! anﬂ -qw :
and knew muech from the "inside". It would be negessary rervno, l
refresh my memory in order to outline the matters hc told,ﬁ | |
in the manuseript mentioned above I know that Wing quntoa ninaoln i

as absolutely denying the famous remark oeredited to him, wisﬁi";IZ; i

that his other generals would drink Grnnt's brand of liquor. I-t
also tells of Wing's watching by Grant's side an 1mport|nt apg al
in the war which went wrong and cost many lives and prll;nn hy

the plans miscarried, an explanation which I dosmes rQ.lll aopins
print. If I am not mistaken Wing also quotes Lineoln 1n rq"7@ 
the latter's dependence on the Almighty.

No doubt Mr,MoClure would remember both the artiélo-und nia2'£” 

and might be able to tell you what had become of it in cnn- tho
facts which I have outlined tarponemr$o you and you wished to
it, If Mr,MoClure is out of reach Mr.William H, Brigga of Hhr

knows me and while . he knows .nothing of the Wing_inoi@cntﬁw

ecould answer questions about me.

Yours very truly,



