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'NEAR BADDECK.

" Nova S_qom,

1922 September 15ﬂ .

'Dear Miss Tabbell,

Marian has shown me your reply to her
letter about a bilography of her father, and I want to
thank you for 1it, the interest you shon in the matter,
and what you S&j about my husband. It is true.

Il have nkot given the subject of the kind of
blography we want very much attention yet, mnor who
we should ask to write it, that 1t dreadfully hard

for me to.decide, - but you have helped a lot in clarifyingfg,f;-i"‘ |

my ideas.

I do want a 1life that would finance itéelf'_-'
because that wouldbe proof that.it was interesting:
and helpful Otherwise ithad better not be written.» L

But also there 1s a tremendous amount, of material
“on very different subjects that I believe couldbe
*vmade useful to students of those subjects.. I dont
know how that couldbe handled, but just -now it seems.
to me that we might aim for two distinct things, - a.

~ 1ife that would be gladly read by anybody, - and'a moréJ'»

tecnical one, which would probably have to be financed

I have a strong feeling that Mr Bell's life
should not be written by any member of his immediate
family for the reason that they are too close to him

to write anything that the public would accept as -
impartial.

If it 1s not asking too much, I should be
glad indeed to have you " sound owe or three of your -
wisest editorial friends about hopeful writers, possible.

serial publication! - and especially " the kind of life j.nﬁ_‘;ﬁ,nv)_;n

that in the long run would be the most satisfactory to.
family and friends and most useful to the public." |

I do not myself .gee why there should be 80 muchlﬁl“n‘° -

hurry about it. ' The popular 1ife should carry itself on .
its own merits, the more tecnical one if it is of value-ﬂ
at all, should be equally so years hence. R

There i1s no one whom I would ask to write of
»my husband with as much confidence as yourself, but I. ;*;.[i
©do. nog want to decide anything yet.  Bert and Elsie have
-.only been back a few days, and I must have time to talk
'wi ‘ them.. ;4é¥,_] Tl Ny 4 '
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