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The Armstrong Trial,

'*xl&

In the inves:igation of the Armstrong %rial every known
source of relicble information has been consulted, The inqulry
has heen attended with reny difficulties., Most of those actively
connected with the cuse are dead, Of the twelve men who saft on
the Jury , only two are imown ‘0 be living- Milton Logan, the fore-
mn, now a resident of Boone, Iowa, and John T, Brady, for nany
vears a leading citizen of Pomona, Cilifornia, where nhe 18 Prose=
ident of the Wational Bunk of Pomona,., Of the vast array of wlte
nesses- there were nearly fortye perhaps Lless than a dozen are lef
and they are widsly scattered. Judge Jumes Harrlott, who nrasided
at the trial; Major Hugh Fullerton, the prosecuting «ttorney, and
his a.r::.iétant, J. Henry Shaw, Jaumes Taylor, clerk of the court, all
these men are dead. The two lawvers assoclated with Lincoln in
the defense are among the livingmummfew, They are Judge Willlam
Wulker, of Lexington, Mo., and Col. Caleb J. Dilworth, ex-Attomey
Ceneral of Nebraska, now & resident of Hurbard, that State. The
recollections of these two men, and of Sheriff Juwes A, Dick and b#
his deputy, John Husted, and of others conversant witr the circun-
stances of the trial, have been secured, The nost serupulous at-
tention Jws been hestowed unon that branch of the inquiry relating
to the almanac used by Tincoln with such dramatic effect.

In August, 1887, a camp-meeting was held in lason County,
I11., in & prove near the mouth of Salt Creek, Thls reeting was
made memorable by the kiliing of Jumes Preston Metzker, These ol
fashioned religious patherings were not attended exclusively by
saints., Many of the ingodly were there, snd whisky-sellers found

it profitable to follow the camp-meetings «nd abide without thek
gates, Around the vhisky-gotes at this camp=-meeting- located por-.
haps , half a mile outslde of the grounds proper, - the wild row-

dies of the Sangamon bo:tom found a congenial habltation during the

two or three sweltering weeks in which the meeting was in progreas.
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¥ot infrequently there wers quarrels and fipghts and blackened oyes,

On Saturday night, the 29th of August, Willian Arms trong,
(hig cormaniong &ll called him "Duff® ;h younyg man twenty-three
years old, and a son of "Jack" and Fnnah Armsirong, engaged in
an encounter with "Pres" lMetzker, For the nurpose of this accourt
of the trial, it 1s of 1little importance what actually occured in
connection with the Tight, Armgtrong is still living, and his

story of the difficulty with Metzker is corroborated by most of ti»

-

surviving witnesses, Metzker, it seems, was the agressor at firs?

e pulled Armstrong off of the dry-goods box on which he had made

his bhed for the night; he pulled him from the box three times and ' .-
then stamped upon his hat. This angered Armstrong, but the fipht

did not occur until after Armstrong, Tollowed by Hetzker, had pgone
to “#lie whiskey canteen, not far away, to et a drink, Just 4s
young Armstrong 1ifted a glass of whiskey to his 1ips, Metzker,
with drunken humor, sedied him by the thy roat. "He f:p\?‘ilt 1y whis-
key," suys Arms rong; whereupon Arwmstirong, wit! clenc?:é"d fist,
struek Metzker in t7e face, Several blows were O}ZC'.«««.U ed, and the
turgmen ¢linched, Metzker wus the larger of Atf‘e two, and soon had
‘,.’a'.'astron:; upon the ground. Then by-standers rushed in and parted
the f" ters,

ow seriously Metzker was injured was not then known, Georre

/ N
Dowq‘.l.l and myself parted them ," says Wm, A, Douglas, .« survnving

witness. "We could not tell how msxksmxXy badly Metzker was hit
His 6ye was Tearfully blackened and we washed him, I sald 'Goorgt
hu skuﬁ.l is cracked." But skull cracked or not,: "Motmr was not
throulg with his troubles, ror soon after this "he started through
the camp grounds," as Col. c. J. Dilworth remembers, "One Rortﬂn ~ﬁ
who had had a former difficulty with Metzker, seeing Metzker 1ohv.‘;
ing, picked up a neck-yoke and stepped behina tree s Mot%kor  .’
passed, Norria;;toppod out and strueck him on the back of the he-
head." Metzker was picked up by his friends and carried to a far

s -8 .wew MThara he lansuished, in an uneon-
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The death of Metzker was followed imeidtaely by the arr.
of Armstrong and James Henry Borris as the accused rurderers. .
first it was said that Armstrong used only his naked fists on M
zker; but now somebody came forward with the story that a sling-
shot had been used! Out of a mass of conflicting evidence, the
theory was fo lated &hat Armstrong and Norris had conspired t
kill Metzker; that the former struck him with a sling-shot over
the eye, while Norris, with a neck-yoke, inflicted a blow on the
back vart of the head; and on this theory the two were jointly .
indicted. Metzker, it seems, excepting an occasional spree, had
been a peacable youngman, and there was much feeling against his
supposed slayers., Sdmething of the popular exciéement may be im,
agined when it is stated, as appears from the records, that, at
the trial of Norris which followed, a jury was obtained only af-
ter the regular panel and three special panels of twanty-four mew
each had been exhausted., Armstrong's attorneys, Walker and Dil-
worth, secured a separate trial for him, and then, on the ground
of local vrejudice, were granted a change of venue %o the adjoin-
ing county of Cass., Norris was tried at Havana. ZXEight years wa:
the term of imprisonment which the jury gave him, To his dying
day- he lived until 1894~ TWorris protested his inmocence; and n,pr-
Arms trong himself declares that Norris had nothing to do with
the killing of"Pres" Metzker. But about a year prior to this Hi
time, Norris- in self-defence it is said now- had killed a man a;
Havana., He cscaped ounishment entirely; and to the popular iné

dignation over this alleged miscarriage of justice, and to the
bad reputation which he had very justly earned, is ascribed his
conviction for a crime of which many now helieve he was wholly 1%%‘
nocent. However that may he, the conviction of Norris, though
an unhappy event from his point of view, proved a most fa orabl
circumstance for Armstrong when the latter came to be tried, and
was used most effeftively by Lincoln in the preparation of the
court's instruction to the Jjury. ‘

Young "Duff" Armstrong languished in jail until the follewing
May. "Jack Armstrong- Lincoln's cherished friend in the days ¢%
poverty and struggle at New Salem- had lived just long enough te
see his son thrust into a prison cell; and on his death-bed he
had implored his sobhing wife, good old "Aunt Hamnah"™ %o sell
all she had and clear "Duff," All of Aunt Harmah's earthly pos-
sessions were scarcely enough to defray the expenses of a costly
eriminal trial. But she had secured the services of two good la ir-
yers of Havana to defend her hoy. They were William Walker and
Caleb J. Dilworth., When they reached Beardstown in 1858, they
found Lincoln there attending court and it was at this juncture
that Lincoln, remembering the thousand kindnesses she had shown
him in the long ago, volunteered to help Aunt Hannah out of her
trouble.

"Whén we reached Beardstown," writes Col. Dilworth, *I found
Mr. Lincoln there on other business, During the day he came to
me and sald that Mrs., Armstrong had come to him and asked him to
assist in the trial of the case, and that if it came off while
he was there he would do so if I was willing, Of course I was
glad to have him try the case. He not being acquainted with the
facts, that night we met in a room with the witnesses, and he ex
amined them," : -

The trial occured on the 7th of May, 1858. No judicial pre -
ceeding at Beardstown had ever excited such intense and widesprequl
interest. The court room was crowded throughout the trial. A~
bout forty witnesses were there and nearly all had tra eled from
sixty to one hundred miles. Among the medical experts in the
case was Dr. B. F. Stephenson, then a rosident of Petersburg, wha

afterwards became ‘he fiunder of the Grand Army of the Republic
So importnt was his testémony deemed that upon his failure to
appear, the Sheriff was sent after him with an attachment. "Aunty
Hannah Armstrong and many friends of the Armstrong family were
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there, anxiously awaiting the fate of "Durf,»

Mr. Lincoln came into my office andg requested- the privilege of

making the challenges for the defense," writes Judge William Wal -~
ker; and so the work of

selecting a jury was entrusted to Lincolz,

He performed the task well, His bersonal acquaintance in the co?w—
Muunity was of course 8light; hbut, trus ing solely to his extens
sive knowledge of humen nature, he secured the kind of a Jury h
thought most favorable to the prisoner. There was a noticeabhle
number of young men on the Jury- one surviving witness declares
that the average age would not oxceed twenty-three years, This
Was a fine stroke; for Lincoln rightly Tigured that a jury of ol
men would be farther removed from the defendant in point of syme
rathy and net so susceptible to the pathetle appeal which it wa
his burpose to nmake,

The jury enpaneled, the exarnination of Witnesses seems to
have been conducted, on lLeh

1alf of the defense, chiefly by Lincol
Many of the witnesses hore familiar names; so0me were some of
"Clary's Grove boys" and Lincoln had knowm their fathers, The

witnesses were kept out of the court-room until called to testif -
" says Wm. A, Douglas,

"I happened to he the Tirst witness calli!
and 50 heard the whole trial, :

When « Killian was called to th
stand, Lincoln asked his name.

"William Killian," was the reply” .
"Bill Killian?" Lincoln repated, in a familiar viay; "Tell
me, are you a sen of old Jioke Killiano®
"Yes sir," answereq the witness,

"Well," said Lincoln, somewhat aside, "You are a smart hoy
if you take after your dad."

The testimony was of a most conflicting character, Apparently
two persons had observed rrefisely the sume incidents of the
>fight. Most of Armstrong's witnesses he had twenty-Tive in all):

> Were sure he had no weapon in his han

when he struck Me tzker;
S some acknowledged the night too dark :o see the affray with diss
S tinctness, Witnesses varied widely as to the vrecise hour of the
encounter. Some said it was &

oas lute as eleven; while :

aeleven o'cloek. So much uncertainty was Tavorable to th
@Yot theors wers circumstances pointing Strongly to Armstrong's
oguilt., A sling-shot Tound on the pgrounds near the scene of the
aiight was produced;

it was picked ‘o pieces by the maﬁ who made
=it and Tully identified by him,

Tet it was not traced to Arme-
Btrong's hands by any positive evidence, But now came & witness

: have rarticipated in the general spree of the
2 teful night , and who

was able to recall wit) great distinctness

Bl particularity ali that happened., MHis name was Charles Allen,

vau4£o Was the most formidable witness produced by the prosecute~
» » (He had, according to $his story,

stood b wa tel
iy + he had seen Amstrong ;trike ?\Tetzkely‘mqlﬂ‘fggn?"%ﬁgizlv
/:Z¢4Aﬁot "hecause® he declared," the moon was Sned fgr vt ok
3 g-$ s éross-oxaminod by Lincoln, and when pregzll i S gy i
.~ oo "g to the moon, he declared that "it was a g P o'élock
“lﬁrs wy Moy and was about where the sun would be af lt Vool ees
?;a:%g :g;n;nﬁ Allen wes corroborated tg somongfggz night
vt he that it was a bright, moonligh R
t;g:gﬁsggié\:ggo'wggg so positive as Allen, nor so circumstant
' of the fight. -
o riinooln'vas vory road. o Kilem' writos Jomn T, Braay, o
of the two surviving jurors, ;o?cggzggiﬁgmﬁiﬁt {o‘ngt Sl
) ated for them and te c - el . §
vh:nkgg hggizgt;nd tell everything just about asog: 32: %;11 e {
o thi . was Allen more positive than that the m Fo Sasanttd $he
h?;h 1ggthe heavens. Under Lincoln;s ?u2§gigﬁi§63hould Torget
e as impossible that 3
i:tatggzﬁtAgggﬁ%S1§e¥2§m§§§ unimpeached, cgnviction seened cer
ve |
,t&il?.- A /
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Lincoln's address to te jury is described by those who
heard it as a most pathetic one and as persuasive beyvond resishe
tance, At the outset he assured the jury that he was not there
as the hired advocate of the accused man, but to discharpge the d
duty of a friend. He drew & picture of his early strugpgles at

o New Salem, , "Uncle Abe," says Dull Armstrons himself, "did his
best talking when he told the jury what true friends ny father a
and mother had been to him in the early davs., * * * He told how
he used to gzo out to "Jack Armstrong"s and stay for dayvs; how k&
kind mother was to him, and how, many a time, he had rocked me to
S sleep in the old cradle." ILinecoln had the jury with him- he had

n thelr sympathye right Trom the start,” says Wm., A. Douglas,"Somo
2 times, while he pleaded, the jury would be in teurs,"

b / But the dramatic Teature of the triale the incident which
- has se touched the popular imapgination as to make the "Armstrong
® case" the besteremenmbered iLrial ever participated in by TLincolne
giwas the oroduction of the almanae which completely overturned an
= annipilated the testimony of the State's chief witness, Allen,
— It is a noteworthy Tact that the lawyers in the case were very &
§*litkle impressed by the almanac incident; they regarded the vera
o dict of acquittal as due more to other causes- more to Lincoln's
= gkill in the exanination of witnesses, more to his wonderful ap-
O peal, more to the adroitly written instructions to the jury., Buti
= to the less lsarned who witnessed the proceedings, the introduce-
tion of the aAlmanae was the most impressive part of the whole

trial, and from that day to this the bhelief has been general that
. the almanac¢ saved Armstrong from the gallows, Of the manner in

® which the almurac was xaad introduced there are conflicting ace-

@ counts, Properly it should have been offered with the oither evi=-
o dence, hefore the arguments of counsel were commenced; but 1t
ﬁ:seems that Linceln, with a fine dramatic sense aquite unusual Wit%_

him, carefully kept the almanac back until it came his turn to

= address the jury. "After 'Uncle Abe' had talked %o the jury a
little while," says Armstroag, "he sald, 'Now, I will show you
that thils man Allen's testimony is a pack of lies; that he never
saw Armstrong strike Metzker with a sling-shot; that he didn't
witness the Tight by the light of the full moon, for the moon was
ot in the heavens that night.' And then 'Uncle Abe' pulled out
Ko almanae and showed the jury the truth about the moon, * * It
upset Allen's testimony completely. Lincoln passed the almanac
t0 the jurors and they inspected it."

,  "When Lincoln introduced the almenac," writes John 7, Brady,
a juror, " the prosecuting attorney very strongly ohjected, and
Judge Harriott asked to see it, * * The Judge examined it, and
then passed it to the vrosecuting attorney, and after he examine |
it ¥r. Lincoln passed it to the Toreman of the jury, and the jur—
ors looked it over,"

. What did Lincoln prove by the almanac? The popular tra -~
dition upon this point has taken several forms, Some say that
Lincoln showed that the moon was dark; others, that it had not wi
yét risen; many, that it had already set; while & few say that
he showed what was really the Tact, that the moon, instead of be -
ing "& full moon and where the sun would be at ten o'clock in the
morning," was a new moon and at the hour of the ftragedy was with
in two hours of setting. Whether Lincoln used an almanac of somg
yeard§ prior to that of the murder, either innocently or by desig;¢L_
has been a mooted question ever since the trial., That it was /
quite unnecesaary to resort to any such deception, to say nothin ¢
of the fact that suech a trick was wholly out of keeping with Lin,
coln's well knowm integrity and candor, would make it appear ime
probable that the jury was imposed on by & bogus almanac. That
the surviving jurors dishelieve the story, and tha! the two law-
yars associated with Lincoln in the defense of Armsirong knew no
thing about the alleged "trick" should be evidence of a convinel!
character, The story that a "doctored " almanac was used is sti
current around Beardstowm, and quite generally believed, but it
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s qualified wit.. the explanation that the almanse was "fixed w-
y others and ‘vhat Lincoln was wholly innocent of any intentiona
“deception,
= But whatever may be the truth as to the particular almanac
Mmade use of, certaln it is that 1ts effoct was to discredit ALl :
Sen's testimony completoly., "It led the jury to the idea" writed
uror Brady, "that 1f Allen could be 50 mistaken about the moon,
“he might have been mistaken about seeing Armstrong hit Metzker
awith a sling-shot.” This was the effect of the almanac put rath-
Ser mildly. The jury, after sceing the almanac, simply would not
—Delieve Allen.
Q Lincoln concluded his address by saying to "Aunt Hannah,"
Styour son will be free hefore sun-dowm."

D

2 The jury retired shortly before supper-time, The judge,

S the lawyers, and meny of the spectators went out to eat, The p
» the sheriff, anxiously

Tprisoner reamined in the court-room witl
Qawaiting some token of his doom, He did not have long to wait.
© "It was not over rive minutes after they went out," o0 says,
§'whon I heard them talking and laughing, and my heart beat a 1it
R tle faster." Soon the deputy sheriff sent for the judge, and
»vhen he came the jury was brought in., "They had to pass me,"
=says Armstrong again,” and I eyed them closely for some hopeful
<sign, One of them looked at me and winked. Then I knew it was

2all right."
> The verdict of "mot puilty" was recelved with seneral appro .
Oval. The judge, the jurors, the prisoner and the prisoner's layy-
=yers were congratulated. "Mr. Lincoln and myself" writes Judge o

SWalker," were not in the court room when the verdict was returne
gbut on returning to the court room we met the jury on the street :
=and they clustered around }r. Lincoln, shaking his hand, as frie el

Zfriends wovld after a long separation.”
Y
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