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THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN ASSOCIATION

FORMERLY THE LINCOLN CENTENNIAL ASSOCIATION

PURPOSES

To observe each anniversary of the hirth ol
Abraham Lincoln; to preserve andmake m:
ily accessible the landmarks sssociated irmx hh
life; and to -actively encourage, mmoh and aid
the collection and dissemination of authentic. infor-
mation regarding all phasesof his life and career.”

LOGAN HAY, PRESIDENT
J. H. HOLBROOK, TREASURER
PAUL M. ANGLE, SECRETARY

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

June 18, 1931

Miss Ida M. Tarbell
130 East 19th Street
New York City

Dear Mises Tarbell:

I don't 1ike to spoil a perfeotly
good doocument, but the fact is that neither the body
nor the signature of the letter, copy of which I
return, is Lincoln's. I don't believe, however, that
it is a forgery. I know of several other letters of
this same approximate date, whioh Lincoln wrote and
which are identical in wording with this., My guess
would be that they were sent out by the dozen and
that friends probably wrote some of them and signed
Lincoln's name, The writing and signature in this
particular dooument look more like that of Herndon
than any one else.

If you ocare to have it, I would be
very glad to make a formal statement to the effeot
that neither the body of this letter nor the sig-
nature are in the handwriting of Lincoln.

8inocerely yours,

NN

P. S. By the way, do not buy any autographs which purport

to be from the collection of a former coachman of Mrs. Lincoln.’
They are being strenuously pushed at the present time, and to
say the least they are of exceedingly doubtful authentiocitye

P.M. AO




